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Community Calendar

January 10

* Women’s Entrepreneurial Network: “Getting Started” business seminars; “Getting
Started in Business;” 6:30 pm; Maumee Branch of the Toledo-Lucas County Library:
419-536-6732

January 13

*Mt. Zion Baptist Church: NAACP MLK Y outh Explosion; 1 1 amto 1 pm; Open to any
youth group: 419-246-1850

* Toledo Royal Knights Opening Night: ABA team’s first game of the season vs. the
Buffalo Silverbacks at Libbey HS: 419-534-2738

« Alpha Phi Alpha, Alpha Xi Lambda Chapter’s Annual MLK Scholarship Breakfast:
Zenobia Shrine; Doors open at 8:30 am/Breakfast at 9:15; Guest speaker Michael Blake,
community organizer for Michigan House of Representatives

January 14

* Third Baptist Church: Guest musician during the 10:45 am service will be Anthony
Pattin, Ph.D., professor of music at the University of Montevallo

*Rock of Ages Liberation Church: Dedication of new facility at4460 South Avenue: 419-
867-56380r419-944-1124

January 15

*24™ Annual King “Oratorical” Contest: The “Ghanaian” Foundation Honors Dr. King;
Civic Center Promenade; 9 am to 3 pm; K through 12 grades may compete in their age
group:419-868-8396

January 17

* Women’s Entrepreneurial Network: “Getting Started” business seminars; “Writing a
Business Plan;” 6:30 pm; Maumee Branch of the Toledo-Lucas County Library: 419-536-
6732

January 18
« Spirit of Faith Adoptions: Informational meetings for domestic and international
adoptions; 7pm; 3315 Centennial Rd., Ste A-2:419-843-5355

January 19
* Amazon Lodge#4 Fish Fry: 1 1 amto 5 pm; Deliveries available on orders of 3 or more:
419-531-7079

January 20

» American Association of University Women: 5" annual Transitions Conference;
Lourdes College; Keynote speaker Anita Lopez; Daylong conference to inspire and
motivate through workshops on balancing life, work and school: 419-474-4226

* G-Creations Vendor Networking Luncheon: Noon; Genesis Dreamplex Hotel and
Conference Center; Contact Glenda Brown @ 419-870-2483 or
gereationsevents@yahoo.com

January 24

* Women’s Entrepreneurial Network: “Getting Started” business seminars; “Marketing
Your Business;” 6:30 pm; Maumee Branch of the Toledo-Lucas County Library: 419-
536-6732

January 27

2" Annual Black Bridal Expo: Genesis Dreamplex Hotel & conference Center; Noon
to 5 pm; Open vendor display; Fashion show; Marriage renewal ceremony: 419-870-2483
or gcreationsevents@yahoo.com

January 31

*Women’s Entrepreneurial Network: “Getting Started” business seminars; “Financing
and Record-keeping for Your Business;” 6:30 pm; Maumee Branch ofthe Toledo-Lucas
County Library:419-536-6732

February
* Black History Month!!

The Sojourner’s Truth

Toledo’s Truthful African-American
I M = Owned and Operated Newspaper
n e m o rl a m Kevin McQueen Publisher
Fletcher Word Publisher and Editor
Pastor Rudolph Sutton Becky McQueen Business Manager
parted this life for glory on
December 14, 2006 Alan Abrams Reporter
GenevaJ. Chapman Reporter
i Tamir A. Shaw Reporter
Due to the volume of resolutions, Artisha Lawson Reporter
cards and condolences, we the Ashlee Austin Reporter
Sutton, Ligon, Haynes and Bell Jack Ford Political Columnist
e : Carol Chehade Columnist
families would like to thmk you Michael J. Hayes Entertainment Critic
for those cards, resolutions and
all of the many things you have Jennifer Retholtz Layout Designer/Webmaster
done to comfort us during this Aida Maxsam Sales Representative
time of loss of our loved one. szelg M"/\gg’?rson iz’ g'i eR;etipo r:‘semaﬁ ve
May God’s continued blessings 4 y
be with you. A Certified MBE, 2006
The Sojourner’s Truth, 616"2 Adams Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604
With the Love of Christ, Phone 419-243-0007 « Fax 419-255-7700
Lady Shirley Sutton and Family thetruthreporter@buckeye-access.com
www.thetruthtoledo.com
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My View

By Jack Ford

The Truth’s Political Columnist

Backin 1993 whenIran for
president of Toledo City
Council, I met with all of the
members of council to gain
their support in the vote for
the presidency. There was a
lot of promising that went
back and forth.

The same process oc-
curred years later when I
staged a coup at the State-
house and knocked off the
favorite, Representative
Ross Boggs of Andover. In
the Statehouse battle, I won
the caucus leadership role by
avote of20to 19 and I had to
bargain for every one of the
20 votes.

1 stayed up all night be-
fore the Statehouse vote and
was still trying to corral a
vote from a Cleveland fresh-
man representative at 6 a.m.
on the morning before the
caucus meeting!

I relate all of the above to
make the point that you have
totalk withand negotiate fully
withmembers of your caucus
on the legislative body in
order to have a chance to win

the leadership role.

Regarding the current
battle for therole of president
of City Council, Iamtold that
Wilma Brown did not win the
presidency last week because
she was unwilling to negoti-
ate with some of the Demo-
craticmembers of council over
committee chairmanships,
especially the powerful fi-
nance post. If that is true,
then Brown has no one to
blame for her loss but herself.
One must be willing to nego-
tiate in order to wina political
plum such as the presidency
of council.

I hope that Deborah
Barnett can turn things
around on the Toledo Board
of Education. Her heart is
certainly in the right place
and she is a corporate execu-
tive so she knows how to
steer a bureaucracy. We all
should simply ask her how
we can help her move TPS
ahead. At this point Barnett
has not promised to run again
so we do not know how long
atenure she will have as presi-

dent.

Governor-elect Ted
Strickland is making some
greatappointments withamix
of “celestials” coming back
to state government and a
bevy of activists new to state
rule. Strickland’s choice of
Sean Logan for head of the
Department of Natural Re-
sources is a very good selec-
tion. Logan, currently a
county commissioner in
Columbiana County, is a
former state legislator.

I'served with Logan from
1994 to 2001 in the Ohio
House. He developed arepu-
tation for advocacy on land
use planning. I worked in a
bipartisan way with then-Rep.
Gene Krebs of Oxford to de-
velop a state land use plan.

Columbiana County issitu-
ated on the hilly, heavily-for-
ested land in the northeast
corner of Ohio, so natural
resources is acommon theme
for Logan.

And the appointment of
John Martin from Holland
means that an activist and

careerist on mental retarda-
tionissuesisnow inthe saddle
for the whole state. He re-
minds me of the late Bob
Brownwho leftthe Cummings
Zucker Center years ago to
run a state agency.

It has been good news for
Toledoans that no snow has
hit our streets so far. One
large snow storm can cost
$400,000 to clean up so you
cansee how muchmoney has
beensaved by the mild winter
— up to this point at least.

Mayor Carty Finkbeiner
and the security apparatus of
Lucas County will fight the
proposed exclusion of Toledo
from the serious terror risk
list. They must fight it be-
cause it will cost us millions
of dollars if we are dropped.
Buteven more reason to fight
is the fact that Toledo is vul-
nerable on several fronts. We
are on Lake Erie, a large met-
ropolitan area, amajor hospi-
tal and healthcare hub and a
transportation crossroads for
both rail and highway.

Finally, thank the Repub-

Jack Ford

lican-controlled legislature
forits last-minute Christmas
present to the Republican
Party. The legislature passed
alaw that bars contributions
of over $1,000 to any candi-
date who will vote on a con-
tract with a labor union or
vendor. This means you will
not see the UAW giving
$10,000 to a candidate for
support as they did, for ex-
ample, to Mike Craigin pull-
ing him over the top during
last spring’s special election
forthe District 3 Toledo City
Council seat. This is an anti-
union piece of legislation.
Contact Jack Ford at
Jjack@thetruthtoledo.com

Toledo
Royal
Knights
January
Season
Schedule

Saturday, January 13,
Knights Buffalo
SilverbacksatLibbey H.S.

Friday, January 19,

VS.

Knights vs. Twin City
Ballers at Central Catholic

Saturday, January 20,
Knights at Buffalo
Silverbacks

Monday, January 22,
Knights vs. Rochester
Razorsharks at Springfield
HS.

Tuesday, January 23,
Knights vs. Peoria Kings
at Waite H.S.

All games start at 7:00
PM

Adults - $10

Seniors - $8

Students - $5

By Alan Abrams

Remember those days
before the World Wide Net
made the World Book ob-
solete when someone with
a depth of knowledge was
referred to as a walking en-
cyclopedia?

Maybeitis time to bring
back the term. Because there
is no better phrase to de-
scribe Edrene Benson
Cole’s vast storehouse and
treasury of names and facts
defining the often-ne-
glected roles played by
African-Americans in the
history and culture of To-
ledo.

Cole, along with
Clarence Walker and
Theresa M. Gabriel com-
prise a handful of individu-
als dedicated to research-
ing and keeping alive the
disappearing and often in-
visible legacy of the past
for future generations.

Youwould expectahis-
torian like Cole to focus
upon her genealogical roots
when asked about her great-
est influences, and Cole
doesn’t disappoint.

“Both sets of my grand-
parents were farmers in
Mississippi,’recalls Cole.
Her paternal grandfather,
William Benson, was a
classmate of Booker T.

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

In Memoriam

Edrene Benson Cole passed away last week after an extended battle with pancreatic cancer. The following is a
reprint of an article The Truth printed on June 29, 2005 after a series of interviews with Cole.

Edrene Benson Cole: Keeper of the Keys
to Toledo’s African-American Heritage

Washington. Benson later
founded the first black high
schoolin Marks, Mississippi
in Quitman County. The
school is still standing, says
Cole.

Her father, Escar Benson,
is deceased but her mother,
Tressie Beasley Benson, is
stillalive.

“As we grew up,” says
Cole of her three
siblings, “education was pri-
mary. It was not something
you do if you want to. Nor
was it a matter if you want to
go, but you will go and you
will graduate.

“Booker T. Washington
had gone through town
when my daddy was a little
boy. ‘This one has spirit, send
himto me,” he had said when
he met my daddy. So my
daddy went to high school at
the Tuskegee Institute. In
those days, you had to go to
a college that had a high
school attached. Later my
daddy went to Alcorn Col-
lege. And my mother went to
Natchez College in Missis-
sippi. That’s why it was so
important to them that their
kids wenttoschool,” explains
Cole.

”Appropriate behavior
was paramount. We were not
permitted to run

amuck. That’s why every
summer we were back on the
farm in Mississippi, instead
of being left up here where
they felt we might be exposed
to elements that might have
got us in trouble,” recalls
Cole.

Her parents came to To-
ledo in 1935. “Daddy owned
anautorepair shop. Back then
itwas on 1 1th Streetand then
itmovedto 516 Dorr Street. It
is still in business today as
Bill’s Auto Repairon City Park
and the Anthony Wayne
Trail. It is operated by my
brother.

“Our aunt, Maud Gibson,
hadbeen here in Toledo since
the 1920s. Back then, every-
one migrated up north for
better opportunities. My
grandfather encouraged my
father to move up here to find
a good job so he could make
sure his family was properly
educated,” says Cole.

“I went to school here,
Washington,  Gunckel,
Robinson and Scott High
School, when it was the pre-
miere academic school in the
city. I then went on to the
University of Toledo where I
earned three degrees, my
bachelors, my masters and an
Education Specialist degree.

“I was always interested

in giving back. When God
gives you a lot, you are sup-
posed to give back a lot,”
says Cole.

“I always liked to work
with young people. I helped
Dr. Helen Cocks start the
EXCEL program. [ was the
representative from Toledo
Public Schools, but Helen is
the backbone of the program
as program director,” she
adds.

Colebeganher career with
the Toledo Public Schools
system in 1955 immediately
following her graduation. “I
taught at Roosevelt (now
Martin Luther King, Jr. High
School) and at Glenwood be-
fore becoming an administra-
tor in 1972 of the Head Start
Program through TPS. When
that program was no longer
under theirjurisdiction, I was
assigned to Macomber/
Whitney Center as the girls
dean,ajoblgreatly enjoyed.”

She later served as assis-
tant principal of Pickett El-
ementary for a few years be-
fore becoming principal at
Ottawa River School in Point
Place. “I'had the opportunity
there to help a variety of
young people,” she recalls.
She is now in the second-
timeretired classification with
TPS, and says she is still a

long way from permanently
retiring.

Cole is active with the
Toledo chapter of the
NAACP and the AKA soror-
ity as well as with her church,
Braden United Methodist.
There, she is using her inter-
est in history to prepare and
assemble a history of the
church and its members for
the church’s upcoming cen-
tennial.

Sheisacollector of Afri-
can artifacts, some of which
are currently on view in the
Juneteenth exhibit at the To-
ledo Museum of Art. Cole
says she first began buying
the historic artifacts when
she accompanied an Excel
student group to Africa.

Cole is also a member of
the Read for Literacy board.
Through the efforts of the
Rev. Floyd Rose, she was
able to play a part in the cre-
ation of the Art Tatum re-
pository forblack history and
culture at the Kent library.
She credits Rose as the driv-

ing force behind the cre-
ation ofthe world-renowned

center.

Community honors
continue to come her way.
Last week she was honored
by the youth of the Board
of Community Relations for
her 15 years devotion.

She and her husband
Eddie, whom The Truth pro-
filed on June 22, 2005, will
celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary July 24. They
havetwo children. Theirson
Edwin, a graduate of Central
State University works as a
personal banker with Stan-
dard Federal at their Eight
Mile and Livernois branch
in northwest Detroit.

Daughter Elicia is a
graduate of Ohio State Uni-
versity and earned her mas-
ters degree from the Univer-
sity of Arkansas. She lives
in Rogers, Arkansas with
her husband Henry Smith,
Jr., a financial analyst with
Wal-Mart, and their two
sons.
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Local Women of Color Attain To

By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Linnie Willis Finds that
Patience Pays Dividends

On October 13, 2006, the
board of the Lucas Metro-
politan Housing Authority
offered long-time administra-
tor Linnie Willis the position
of executive director of the
agency after its previous di-
rector, Lawrence Gaster, had
announced his retirement
earlier that month.

For Willis, who had spent
atotal of more than nine years
as the number-two person at
LMHA, the offer represented
a culmination of her faith in
God and her decision to re-
main loyal and silent during
times when she was con-
fronted with what she, and
many others, perceived to be
grave injustices.

Twice during her 24-year
tenure at LMHA Willis had
sought the top position, only
to be passed over. When the
vacancy was announced in
October, she was not entirely
certain that this time she
wanted the post.

“I think that because I
didn’tseek the job, and in the
way I wentabout dealing with
an unjust situation, God saw
fit to give me what I justly
deserved. A lot of waiting
and patience has paid off,”
Willis told The Truth last
week as we watched her pack
for a move from her present
location on Byrne Road —
where she was assigned last
August — back to the
agency’s headquarters on
Nebraska Avenue.

“God has given me an
opportunity and I have to
seize the time and do the best
I can do,” she added.

Willis® journey to the top
of LMHA, where she will be
overseeing astaffof 150 full-
time employees, an annual
budgetofover $35million, 31
housing complexes and 3100
units, beganin 1982 after three
years with the City of Toledo.
Willis was forced out of her
city job during the big lay-off
of1981.

“John Landry was the ex-
ecutive director when I ar-

rived here,” she recalled.
“During my first meeting with
him, he asked me what ex-
actly I would like to do. [
replied ‘one day I would like
to do your job.”

“’That’s whatI like to hear
—someone withambition” he
toldme. “He became my men-
tor and my friend even after
heretiredin 1991.” said Willis.

That vacancy left Willis,
who had started with LMHA
as a housing director, as the
interim director of the agency
for a period of about five or
six months. Shortly after that
she served as deputy direc-
tor for three years before
moving into the position of
human resources director —a
newly created job that she
would end up structuring for
those who followed. She then
returned to the post of deputy
director foranother six years.

Last August, however,
Willis was summarily in-
formed by the director that
she would be moving to
Byrne Road to take over the
Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher program. That as-
signment followed the death
of Jeff Rhodes who had su-
pervised that initiative.

The move stunned ob-
servers of the agency. This
newspaper, in fact, sought
out Willis in order to get her
comments on the demotion
but Willis had decided not to
air her dismay over the move
in public. Even now she ad-
dresses the issue reluctantly.

“I want to leave as much
of that behind me as I can,”

she said. “My whole concern
with the move out here was
not the move itself, but the
way it was handled. We did
not sit down to discuss the
move. If we had been able to
sit down and talk and plan
and agree that this is what
needs to be done fora couple
ofmonths, I would have been
okay with that. But it was
presented ‘you go and that’s
it.””

That move and the disap-
pointments of being passed
over in the past led to an
entirely different attitude on
Willis’ part when the top spot
came open again in the fall.

“The opportunity to be-
come executive director had
eluded me twice,” she said
last week. “I didn’t know if
was going to go for it again.
In three years, I will have 30
years of service in the public
sector. To go through that
twice and have someone say
‘no’ makes youwonderifyou
want to try again. I decided I
have other options.”

Willis accepted the post,
withabitof*‘mixed emotions™
and, justthis week, completed
the move back to Nebraska
Avenue.

She said of the shape of
things at LMHA: “Tknow the
positive things and I know
what the not-so-positive
things are and in some areas,
there will be challenges.”

First and foremost for the
public agency funded by the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development is
the matter of those monies.
“Last year we received 86
percent of the funding we
would normally receive,” she
says. “Thisyear, westilldon’t
know where we are going to
fall, but we have heard that
we may receive less.”

Clearly that means even
more belt tightening for the
housing agency.

The other major chal-
lenge facing the agency’s
administrators is the conver-

(Continued on Page 6)
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Deborah Barnett Elected
President of Toledo Board
of Education

Deborah Barnett was
elected president of the To-
ledo Board of Education last
Thursday evening by her
colleagues during the board’s
winter organizational meeting
and immediately set about,
politely but firmly, to put her
own stamp on the way the
group conducts business.

But her call for unity ap-
peared to have fallen on deaf
ears as the acrimony and dis-
sension on display so often
during the reign of her prede-
cessor, Darlene Fisher, con-
tinued unabated during the
voting for the vice presidency
and a board member travel
expense issue.

Barnett was nominated to
the post by Robert Torres and
wonapproval by aunanimous
vote of the five board mem-
bers. Said Torres of the rea-
sons for his nomination: “I
spoke at length with Ms.
Barnett and I am supporting

you after our discussion of
the needs of children in the
district. This board needs to
display unity.”

Barnett, who was first
elected to the board in No-
vember 2003 and served as
vice president last year, then
introduced aunity pledge that
sheasked each board member
to sign which asked them “to
put our children in the fore-
frontofany decision wemake.”

Barnettalsoraised theidea
of a leadership development
program in which she wants
the board to participate as a
unit. “Ifmy fellow board mem-
bers agree, I ask them to join
meinhealing and moving for-
ward to do the work we need
to do,” she said. “The sooner
we can get started, the better
we can start the process of the
unity of the board.”

Afterthe vote on the presi-
dency and those appeals from
the new president for unity,

the board entertained vice
presidential nominations.
Fisher nominated Torres and
that bid fell short by a margin
of two to three, with only
Fisher and Torres supporting
his candidacy.

Steven Steel, Ph.D., was
then nominated for the vice
presidency by Larry Sykes
who commented that Steel
“would best serve the presi-
dent and the board and he has
always been open and hon-
est.”

Fisher raised the point,

(Continued on Page 13)
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Children will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color of their skin...

...but by the content of their
character.

Every child is a gift.

Become a foster or adoptive parent today.

Lucas County

Children Services

419.213.3336
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osts . . . And One Does Not

Lisa Canales Elected
President of Washington
Local School Board

Lisa Canales, amember of
the Washington Local
School Boardsince 1999, was
elected president of that
board last week in a five to
zero vote. This is Canales’
second stint as president,
she previously served in that
post in 2004. She will suc-
ceed board member David
Hunter.

Canales cited as the great-
est accomplishments of the
board, during her tenure as a
member, the implementation
of an all day, every day kin-
dergarten, the passage of
several levies and the recent
opening at Whitmer High
School of a renovated audi-
torium, new auxiliary gym,
new fitness center and the
expanded field house lobby.

“There are a lot of special
projects and renovations
thathave been accomplished
during my seven years on
the board,” said Canales.
“Butmy favorite moment has
always been atthe end ofthe
year when as board mem-
bers we hand over diplomas
to the graduating class. It is
suchaprivilege to hand them
that one document that they
have worked for their entire
lives. As I hand the gradu-
ates their diplomas, I whis-
per in their ears, ‘congratu-
lations ... now go out there
and make us proud, I’ll be
watching!””

Canales’ priorities for her
term as president include the
continued improvement of
the district’s school year

State of Ohio report card for
the 7,000 students served by
WLS and the negotiation of
a teachers’ contract.

The greatest challenges
faced by the school board,
said Canales, “will always be
the funding issue and pass-
ing levies within our district
...wewill have to goback to
the voters sometime within
the next year and ask for their
support for a levy.”

ir ik i

Frnre

%

MARTIN [LUTHER KING, JR.

1930-1568

“When the architects of our ropublic wrote the
magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declarstion
al [ll.dl.'iltl.'lﬂjrll.ﬁl.', they wern sijming a promissory mobe 1o
which every American was io fall heie™

ke Al

sromgr the Afaroh ew Hianhmpyen

_ _ ToLepo
FEDERATION OF
TEACHERS

e | e e, Pkl — Srpleen gt

1, Wale Fragedes]

Top Prize on City Council
Eludes Wilma Brown Once

-
Again

Once again, Toledo City
Councilwoman WilmaBrown
and her supporters on coun-
cil made an effort to capture
for her the presidency of that
legislative body and, once
again, such efforts were foiled
as local Democrats failed to
gainthe leadership ofabody
on which they have an over-
whelming majority but can-
not manage to control.

Last Tuesday, Democrats
called for a vote on whether
ornot to re-organize council
and name a new president.
That motion failed by a mar-
ginofseven to fouras Demo-
crats Mike Craig, Joe
McNamara and Frank
Szollosi voted with the four
Republicans—President Rob
Ludeman, Joe Birmingham,
George Sarantou and Betty
Shultz —to maintain the sta-
tus quo. Democrat Ellen
Grachek was absent during
the vote.

Szollosi, who has openly
campaigned for the position
himself, declared that the
Democrats did nothave their
“act together” and therefore
did not deserve to take over
the leadership of council.

For Brown, the outcome
was a bitter disappointment.
“They tried to embarrass me
and they tried to discredit
me,” she said of several of
her Democratic colleagues
on City Council. “I’'m very
hurt and very humiliated.”

Part of the reason for the
outcome, it appears, was the
perception among her fellow
colleagues that Brown has

become too close to Mayor
Carty Finkbeiner over the past
year. Brown, who has been
identified with the “A” team
of the local Democratic Party
in the past, has voted with the
mayor on a number of issues
this year.

“They are saying they
should control Carty,” said
Brown of those who opposed
her this time around. “All
those ideas are contradictory
to what the city needs. We
should be working together.”

After the vote, word
spread that Brown was reluc-
tant to negotiate with other
Democrats to re-vamp com-
mittee chairmanships, particu-
larly withrespecttoreplacing
Sarantou as finance chairman.
Brown vehemently denied to
The Truth that she refused to
consider such replacements
or that she was even ap-
proached by other Democrats
about such deals.

“Why wouldn’t I consider
suchadeal?”shereplied. “I'm
not stupid.”

Working together was defi-
nitely not in the cards for the
Democrats on council during
this latest debacle by the ma-
jority party. During last year’s
vote for the presidency, Brown
was supported, more often
than not, by Szollosi and
Grachek. Inthe interim, how-
ever, Szollosi has decided to
seck the post himself.

On the other side, Mark
Sobczak, who last year voted
forRepublican Rob Ludeman,
made a dramatic turnaround.
Sobczak, not only supported

Brown’s candidacy, he held
apress conference during the
run-up to the vote to encour-
age others to support her.
Itappeared thatthe Demo-
crats were unprepared for the
vote at the outset. Council-

man Phil Copeland made a
motionplacing Brown’sname
in nomination only to be in-
formed by Ludeman that such
a motion was out of order.
Since this latest session was
not an organizational meet-
ing, council members,
Ludeman stated, would first
have to vote to call for a vote
on the presidency. That was
the vote that failed for the
Democrats.

As a possible conse-
quence of the failure of the
Democrats to gain control of
Toledo City Council, the lead-
ership of the Lucas County
Democratic Party threatened
to once again sanction mem-
berof council who have been
less than supportive of en-
dorsed candidates. Ashford,
Craig and Grachek were all
named as possible candidates
for sanctions. The three ex-
pressed a mixture of disbelief
and amusement at the
threats.
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Building a Bridge to College

EARN HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AND
COLLEGE CREDITS FREE. Toledo
Early College High School
is accepting applications for new freshmen for
2007 - 08 school year. If you are: first genera-
tion to attend college, or minority, or low-
income or English language learner, please plan
to attend one of the informational sessions listed
below at UT Scott Park Campus Auditorium.
Thursday, January 18 from 7 - 9 p.m.
Wednesday, January 24 from 7 - 9 p.m.
Saturday, February 3 from 9 - 11 a.m.
Enrollment criteria and applications will be
available at that time. Questions contact us at

419-530-3003




Page 6

The Sojourner’s Truth

January 10, 2007

Strickland Appoints Health Director

Special to The Truth

Ohio Governor-elect Ted
Strickland and Transition
Chairman Mayor Michael
Coleman announced today
the appointment of Dr. Alvin
Jackson as the director of
the Ohio Department of
Health.

“It was a true pleasure to
meet Alvin through the cabi-
net selection process. Iam
so glad he will be joining us
in our effort to protect and
promote the health of all
Ohioans,” Strickland said.
“His passion for serving oth-
ersisinspiring. Heis exactly
the person we need in this
criticalrole.”

This appointment marks
the ninth cabinet appoint-
ment made by Strickland.

“Alvin’slifetime commit-
mentto serving others makes
him ideal to lead the Ohio
Department of Health,”
Coleman said.
“This department is a criti-
cal partner for Ohio’s cities,
as we work together to im-
munize children, serve our
seniors, plan for situations
like bird flu or homeland se-
curity emergencies and en-
courage all our residents to
live healthier lives.”

Since 1995 Dr. Jackson
has served as the medical
director of the Community
Health Services in Fremont,
Ohio, but he began his ca-
reer at the center during his
four-year family practice
residency. Community
Health Services provides
comprehensive and preven-
tative primary healthcare to
all people regardless of their
ability to pay.

During his tenure the cen-
ter expanded access to ser-

vices with a fully equipped
mobile unit. The mobile unit
extended healthcare services
from three counties to 12 and
has served as an immuniza-
tion center at local schools.

Dr. Jackson served as
Chief of Staff at Memorial
Hospital in Fremont from
2003-2005 and staff physi-
cian at the Sandusky County
Department of Health from
1994-2006. He served as
president of the Midwest
Clinicians Network in 2000
and was the Clinician’s State
Representative to the Ohio
Association of Community
Health Centersin2001.

In addition to Dr.
Jackson’s work at the Com-
munity Health Center and
international and national
medical humanitarian efforts
in Honduras, Liberia and the
Missi

ricane Katrina, heisactive in

ippi Coast after Hur-

his community. In 1995 Dr.
Jackson and his wife, Gayle,
founded the African-Ameri-
can College Club, an organi-
zation that tutors students
and encourages them to go
to college. That same year
Dr. Jackson helped found
Brother-to-Brother, a
mentoring group to steer
young African-American
males away from violence,
drugs and alcohol.

Dr. Jackson was a recipi-
ent of Pfizer’s Ohio Quality
Care Award and the Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services” Clinician Award.
In 2001 he won a Robert
Wood Johnson Community
Health Leadership Award,
which came with a $95,000
check for Community Health
Services. Dr. Jackson used

Dr. Alvin Jackson

the award money to estab-
lish the Community Health
Services Foundation to sup-
port the clinic.

Dr. Jackson graduated
from Andrew University in
Michigan withaB.S. inbiol-
ogy. He received his medi-
cal degree from The Ohio
State University. In2004, Dr.
Jacksonreceived the honor-
ary Doctor of Humane Let-
ters degree from Heidelberg
College.

Alvin Jackson has four
children. Two are physi-
cians, one is a banker and
the youngestisa college stu-
dent.

“I am excited to be a part
Ted
Strickland’s Turnaround

of Governor-elect

Ohio plan to provide afford-
able, accessible healthcare
to all Ohioans,” Dr. Jackson
said. “Quality healthcare,
patient education and dis-
ease prevention will be my
priorities at the Ohio Depart-

East Toledo Family Cen-
ter will hold the first public
meeting on the “Connect-
ing the Pieces” project.

«Public Meeting 7:00p.m.
Thursday, January 11,2007
at the East Toledo Family
Center located at 1020
Varland Avenue, Toledo,
Ohio43605.

* This meeting will begin
the process of community
involvement for creating a
comprehensive neighbor-
hood transformation plan in
the East Toledo area adja-
cent to the proposed Ma-
rina District.

Partners in the process

“Connecting the Pieces”
Project Public Meeting

inaddition to the East Toledo
Family Centerinclude:

Housing East Revitaliza-
tion Corporation, Neighbor-
hood Housing Service, River
EastEconomic Revitalization
Corporation, River East As-
sociates, the Design Center,
the Urban Affairs Center of
the University of Toledo and
Paul Sullivan Architects.

Toledo Local Initiatives
Support Corporationselected
this neighborhood transfor-
mation planning proposal
through a competitive pro-
cess in which a number of
neighborhood planning pro-
posals were received.

LISC is taking a new ap-
proach intended to encour-
age collaboration and tighter
focus among community de-
velopment organizations
and other non-profits serv-
ingneighborhoods. “Neigh-
borhoods are comprised of
people and it is the people in
the community that can best
determine its future,” states
Hugh Grefe, Senior Program
Director of LISC. Residents
and business representa-
tives from East Toledo are
invited to participate in the
meetings and work together
withareaagenciestodevelop
andimplementthis endeavor.

ment of Health.”

To ensure a smooth and
successful transition for his
patients, Dr. Jackson will be-
gin his service on April 1,
2007. Until then, Ann Harnish,
current assistant director of
the Ohio Department of
Health, will serve as acting
director.
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sion, dictated by HUD as
of January 2008, of the
financial operation to as-
set management, says
Willis. As she explains, in
the past, various seg-
ments of the agency op-
erate at different efficien-
cies and with different fi-
nancial results. When
that has happened, it has
been possible to shift
funds from one such seg-
ment to another. No
longer.

The agency must now
operate its different facili-
ties as separate cost cen-
ters, much as does the pri-
vate sector. In order to
facilitate that transition,
Willis plans to have her
staff operating on that
basis by mid 2007 so that
the conversionin 2008 can
move along smoothly.

In addition to her local
duties with LMHA, Willis
is also a board member of
the Housing Authority In-

Linnie Willis Finds
thatPatience Pays
Dividends

surance Group, a captive
insurance agency devel-
opedin 1987 because of the
difficulties thathousing au-
thorities encountered over
the years in obtaining in-
surance.

The Oxford, MS native,
who arrived in Toledo in
the 1970’s,ismarriedtoRev.
James H. Willis, Sr., pastor
of the Third Baptist Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.
The couple has two adult
sons.

Willis referred her visi-
tor to a quote from Isaiah
40:31 when speaking of the
trials she underwent before
receiving the opportunity
to lead the agency where
she has spent most of her
adultlife.

“Butthey that waitupon
the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint.”

do-Lucas County
Public Library honors the
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Owens Enhances Access to Higher Education Through
New Financial Aid Awards Program

Special to The Truth

Owens Community Col-
lege is entering into a new
partnership with the Ohio
Department of Job and Fam-
ily Services and the Ohio
Board of Regents in which
area residents will have the
opportunity to apply for thou-
sands of dollars in financial
aid as part of a new awards
program designed to assist

students in their pursuit of a
college education.

The new state awards ini-
tiative, titled TANF (Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy
Families) Educational
Awards Program (TEAP), will
beavailableto eligible Owens
students enrolling for the
upcoming Spring Semester.
Academic classes for the

spring term begin on Thurs-
day, Jan. 11.

“Owens Community Col-
lege is committed to helping
students pursue their aca-
demic and career aspirations
by providing an array of fi-
nancial aid programs and re-
sources,” said Betsy
Johnson, Owens Director of
Financial Aid. “Students of-

...and in LIFE!

These students are successful in the classroom on th
fields and courts, in the music and art programs...

College scholarships are waiting for them.

Your student can be a part of this success story!

QUALIFY FOR FREE TUITION!

-ingoooooooo

is believing
Ohio Voucher Program
Makes a Central Catholic Education a Reality

Ohio EdChoice Scholarship

(Voucher) Program
Informational Meeting
Sunday, January 21
4 p.m. — Sullivan Center

Central Catholic High School
2550 Cherry Street

Students in their 8th grade, freshman or
sophomore years are eligible.

You must live in one of the following districts:
Robinson, Leverette, McTigue, Libbey, Scott or Woodward.

Parents and their students should attend this meeting.
Learn how you can become a member of the CCHS family.

2550 Cherry Street « Toledo, Ohio 43608 « phone: 419-255-2280
fax: 419-259-2848 - www.centralcatholic.org

ten face many barriers in ob-
taining a college education.
Owens Community College
is proud to partner with the
Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services and the Ohio
Board of Regents and further
eliminate these financial bar-
riers by making available re-
sources such as the TANF
(Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families) Educational
Awards Program.”
Tobeeligible forthe TEAP
financial aid initiative, a stu-
dent must be a United States
citizen, an Ohio resident and
enrolled in college level un-

dergraduate courses during
the upcoming Spring Semes-
ter at an Ohio public or pri-
vate academic institution,
which has elected to partici-
pate in the program. An ap-
plicant must also meet one of
the following eligibility re-
quirements: a parent of a mi-
nor child who isan Ohioresi-
dent, a legal guardian or a
specified relative of a minor
child who isan Ohioresident,
awoman who is pregnant, or
a non-custodial parent of a
minor child who is an Ohio
resident.

Additionally program-eli-

gible students must have
completed a FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid) formandatleast 15
credit hours of college level
work withanaccredited insti-
tution of higher education.
Students who meet the
requirements willreceive $600
in non-repayable financial
assistance for use during the
upcoming academic term.
Award recipients can use the
$600 to help pay for tuition
and costs not covered by
other grant programs. The
award can also pay for tech-
(Continued on Page 10)

Special to The Truth

The Council for Higher
Education Accreditation
has announced that Bowl-
ing Green State University
has been chosen to receive
the 2007 CHEA Award for
Institutional Progress in
Student Learning Out-
comes.

”Given the current de-
bate regarding the role of
student learning outcomes
in accreditation, Bowling
Green State University
serves as a solid example
of the enormous progress
that institutions are mak-
ing through the implemen-
tation of comprehensive,
thoughtful and effective
initiatives. We are de-
lighted to recognize this
distinguished institution
with this award,” CHEA
President Judith Eaton
said in a news release an-
nouncing the recognition.

BGSUisoneofonly five
institutions in a nationwide
pool of 31 selected for the
honor. Other winners are
Mesa Community College
inMesa, Ariz., Oral Roberts
University in Tulsa, Okla.,
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology in Terra Haute,
Ind. and the University of
SaintMary in Leavenworth,
Kan.

The awards will be pre-
sented to representatives
of the five institutions on
Jan. 31 during the 2007

BGSU to Receive CHEA
Award for Learning
Outcomes

CHEA Annual Conference at
the Omni Shoreham Hotel in
Washington, D.C.

When educators talk
about “student learning out-
comes,” they’re talking
about “what students know
and what they can do with
that knowledge,” according
toMilt Hakel, Ph.D.,aBGSU
professor and Ohio Eminent
Scholar in psychology who
has been heavily involved in
the University’s efforts to
measure student success
over the past decade. Those
“outcomes” include problem
solving, oral and written
skills, teamwork and leader-
ship skills, among others.

Hakel called the CHEA
Award “arare honor” in light
of the nation’s having some
3,000 institutions of higher
learning.

Institutions were judged
on the basis of four criteria:
articulation and evidence of
student learning outcomes;
successful outcomes; inform-
ing the public about out-
comes, and using outcomes
forimprovement.

In addition, CHEA noted
that BGSU showed outstand-
ingachievement in:

« Attention to outcomes
embedded in an institutional
culture

*Gooduse of current tech-
nology in the methods and
tools to track outcomes

« The extensive use of fac-

ulty and strong faculty
support

« Institutional leader-
ship that is dedicated to
the importance of out-
comes

» Approaches to out-
comes that can be repli-
cated at other institutions.

"It is gratifying to be
recognized nationally for
the emphasis we place on
student success and mea-
suring how well our stu-
dents are learning the skills
and knowledge they truly
need,” said BGSU Presi-
dent Sidney Ribeau.

Founded in 1996, the
CHEA is an organization
of nearly 3,000 degree-
granting colleges and uni-
versities and the only
higher education institu-
tional membership associa-
tion to be created by a ref-
erendum of college and
university presidents.
CHEA scrutinizes accred-
iting organizations for qual-
ity, based on self-created
standards, and serves as
anadvocate to government
on accreditation issues.
Currently, CHEA recog-
nizes 60 institutional and
programmatic accrediting
organizations. The asso-
ciation also hosts numer-
ous conferences and pro-
duces publications on mat-
ters relating to accredita-
tion.
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Special to The Truth

Northwest Ohio Col-
lege Access Program -
Think College Now- re-
ceived more than $11,500
in technology funding
from the AT&T Founda-
tion to help serve those in
economically disadvan-
taged communities. The
mobile computer lab will
allow Think College Now
advisors to reach out to
families in their commu-
nities to complete the
FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid),
have small group activi-
ties to include virtual tours
of college campuses, take
online career assessments
and search for scholar-
ships.

AT&T Ohio presented
the check from their
AT&T Excelerator, a
competitive technology
grant, to the non profit
board members of Think
College Now on Monday,
January 8, 2007 at The
Source — Lucas County
One Stop — 1301 Monroe
Street (Downtown To-
ledo)

Why the need for the
computers? Many high
school students and their
parents believe that the
costofpostsecondary edu-

cation is well beyond their
means not only for the aver-
age income household, but
especially for the student of
alow income family. Inreal-
ity there are several ways to
fund or supplement the cost
of a college education. Lo-
cating these sources, com-
pleting necessary applica-
tions, and ensuring all re-
quirements are met can be an
insurmountable task for a
high school senior and their
parents. Bringing technology
to these communities and
working in small groups will
allow students and families
to complete necessary re-
quirements to receive fund-
ing or to complete college
applications, thereby remov-
ing many of the seemingly
insurmountable barriers to
attending college.

“The primary goal of TCN
is to provide information as-
sistance to all seeking
postsecondary education.
Our vision is to help all indi-
viduals pursuing
postsecondary education,
both academic and voca-
tional and, as a result, im-
prove the economic growth
of Northwest Ohio by moti-
vating and assisting students
and their families in the edu-
cation process. Reaching out

to families where they feel
comfortable — whether in
community centers, libraries
or churches will allow us to
serve more families. Having
the mobile computer lab
gives us the tools to do just
that,” said Libbey McKnight,
executive director,

Think College Now is part
of the Ohio College Access
Network which was started
by the Ohio Board of Re-
gents, Ohio Department of
Education and Knowledge
Works in 1999. College Ac-
cess Programs are designed
to increase the number of
students who pursue educa-
tion beyond high school
thereby improving the eco-
nomic growth of the com-
munities they serve. The tar-
get population are economi-
cally disadvantaged, first
generation college attendees.
Think College Now works
in collaboration with The
University of Toledo, Owens
Community College,
Lourdes College, Alliance of
Construction Professionals,
the business community,
Rotary Clubs, Toledo Public
Schools and other Lucas
County Schools.

The AT&T Excelerator
program, a competitive tech-
nology grant program from

Local Nonprofit to Gain Strength
Through National Grant Program

the AT&T Foundation —
the philanthropic arm of
AT&T Inc.—awarded more
than $45,000 to four north-
west Ohio nonprofit orga-
nizations.

AT&T Excelerator is a
major philanthropic initia-
tive that helps nonprofits
fully integrate technology
into their ongoing opera-
tions and community out-
reach. AT&T Excelerator
grants also help nonprofit
organizations put technol-
ogy tools into the hands of
the underserved popula-
tions they work with, pro-
viding resources such as
Internet access, computer
training, math and reading
programs and job-skills de-
velopment.

“For five years, the
AT&T Excelerator pro-
gram has underlined the
importance of how tech-
nology can benefit com-
munities and organiza-
tions,” said Connie Brown-
ing, president, AT&T
Ohio. “These organiza-
tions in northwest Ohio will
continue to use technology
funded by the Foundation
to empower the commu-
nity and change the lives
of those they serve on a
day-to-day basis.”

Dr. Martin Luther
King Scholarship

Breakfast

Special to The Truth

On Saturday January 13,
2007, Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, Inc., Alpha Xi
Lambda Alumnae Chapter
will sponsor the 15" annual
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Scholarship Breakfast.

The MLK Breakfast will
be held in downtown Toledo
at the Zenobia Shrine, 1511
Adams Street. The program
beginsat9:15a.m. and doors
open at 8:30 a.m.

The MLK Scholarship
Breakfast raises money for
the Alpha Phi Alpha schol-
arship fund. Each year the
fraternity sponsors two pro-
grams to raise money for
scholarship; the MLK
Breakfast and a golf outing,
which enables the organiza-
tion to award over $3,000 in
scholarships to deserving
college-bound young men
who reside in the Toledo
area.

The program features a
keynote address from
Michael Blake who serves
as director of External Af-
fairs with the Michigan

House of Representatives.
Blake, who is also a mem-
ber of Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, will speak on the
importance of community
activism and service, which
was the essence of the move-
ment led by Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Alpha Phi Alpha will
present a community award
called the “Drum Major”
award to the House of
Emmanuel, a social service
agency that helps endan-
gered youth. The Drum
Major Award is given to a
deserving individual who
has served the community
in the spirit of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. The House
of Emmanuel is the second
annual recipient of the Drum
Major award.

Tickets are $15 per per-
son and are sold in advance
and may be available at the
door. For tickets and infor-
mation contact Program
Chairman Martino Harmon
at mharmon@bex.net or
419.475.1718

on January 12, 2007.

50t Anniversary
Celebration

Pastor Robert P. and First Lady Edna Wormely
Will be celebrating their 50" Wedding Anniversary

They were married in Cleveland, Ohio on January 12,
1957. The couple have been blessed with 4 children,
Alonzo, Robert Jr., Yolanda and Felicia; nine grandchil-
dren, three great grandchildren and the Southern Mis-
sionary Baptist Church Family.

The 11t Annual
NOBMA MLK

Classic

Special to The Truth

The undefeated Libbey
and Scott high school bas-
ketball teams will be play-
ing two of the top teams in
Michigan in the 11th
annual Martin Luther King
Jr. Classic on Monday af-
ternoon, January 15.

The event for the first
time leaves a Toledo Pub-
lic high school and will
take place in the Student
Healthand Activities Cen-
ter at Owens Community
College. The junior var-
sity games will start atnoon
with the varsity games be-
ginning at 3 p.m.

Libbey will take on
Saginaw Arthur Hill, the
defending Michigan Class
A State champion and its
topplayer, 6-5 Darquarvis
Tucker. Tucker, who led
Arthur Hill in scoring last
year, is considered one of
the top players in the coun-
try and is predicted to at-
tend DePaul. He will man
up against Libbey’s 6-5
William Buford, the Cow-
boys returning All-State
performer who has com-
mitted to Ohio State. The
match-up was arranged
with the help of Saginaw
Schools administrator
John Norwood, Ph.D., a
Libbey High School
graduate himself.

In the second varsity
game, defending City
League champions Scott
Bulldogs will face Detroit
Consortium. Detroit Con-
sortium won over 20
games last year and are
the defending Detroit Pub-
lic School Academy
champions and the Class
C district finalists. One of
Consortium’s top players
last year, Otis Polk, isnow

Y

playing at Bowling Green
State University.

Along with the games,
there will be a lot of spe-
cial honors as well. The
late Flute Rice, the first
African-American princi-
pal at Scott, will be hon-
ored posthumously, along
with Dan McLemore, who
helped lead Libbey to the
state finals in 1966 and
coached the girls’ basket-
ballteam at Scott fornearly
a decade. Top students at
Libbey and Scott will also
be honored at the event as
well winners of the MLK
Oratorical Contest, which
will take place in another
location earlier in the day.

The MLK Classicis the
major scholarship
fundraiser for the North-
west Ohio Black Media
Association, the Toledo-
based affiliate of the Na-
tional Association of
Black Journalists.
NOBMA, which was
formed in 1990, is a non-
profit organization with a
membership consisting of
African-American com-
municators and support-
ers from all over north-
west Ohio

Tickets in advance are
$6 for students and $8 for
adults. At the door,
the tickets will be $8
for students and $10 for
adults. Tickets can be pur-
chased at Libbey and Scott
high schools or at the
Sojourner’s Truth office,
616 Adams Street.
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Fifth-grade teacher Jacqulyn Houston (back row - 1), Links members Jackie Adams
and Edna Robertson and Assistant Principal Suzanne Muggy with recipients of gifts

Links Members Lend a
Helping Hand to Stewart

Academy Students

Sojourner’s Truth Staff
“We wanted you to
now that we are very
proud of you,” said Edna
Robertson, member of
The Links, Inc., last week
to a group of Stewart
Academy for Girls stu-
dents whom her organi-
zation has been mentoring
during this school year.
The Links presented
each of the 19 students a
gift bag of toiletries —
“little things that are dif-
ferent for little girls,” said
Robertson. And, in addi-
tion to the toiletries for
their own group of stu-

dents, The Links also

Edna Robertson and Stewart students

brought in another eight
boxes of school supplies
for the general student
population.

Members of The Links,

Inc. have been working with

Stewart Academy and the
school’s students for the
past four years — since
the inception of the acad-
emy in the 2003-04 aca-

demic year.
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Advocating For Your Child Who Is
Having Trouble Learning

By Sharman W. Dennis
Guest Columnist

I am an educator.

When I began my quest to
become an educator I was in
high school and had volun-
teered ata facility thatserved
children with special needs.
That experience led me to
pursue a degree in elemen-
tary education. I was going
to teach elementary educa-
tion but eventually zeroed in
on those children who were
developing differently. That
pursuit led me to the best
degree I could ever have ob-
tained, a degree in special
education.

This degree was and is
still special to me because I
was in a program that fo-
cused on teaching children
not labels. I was taught to
look at the child and observe
his/her strengths and needs.
Parents and teachers — but
parents in particular — need
to know that the field of spe-
cial education is a very use-
ful one if the teachers with
degrees in special education
aretrained properly. By prop-
erly I mean that the teacher
should be teaching children

by focusing on their strengths
firstand by how to strengthen
their needs second.

The teachers should also
be teaching students who are
diagnosed with a disability —

developmental, educational

or social/emotional needs.
Again, they should not teach
toalabel. All too often I hear
teachers say “I am working
with LD kids.” Kidsarekids
first.

Soasaparentwhatshould
you expect if your child is in
need of special education
services? First you want to
know from the regular class-
room teacher and from those
who evaluate your child ex-
actly what the problems are
that interfere with his/her
learning. You also want to
know the things your child
does well. Often teachers
focus on the needs without
any knowledge of the
strengths of the student or
how to channel those
strengths to help the student’s
needs.

You also want to make
sure that no meetings or

(Continued from Page 7)

nology fees, books, tutor-
ing, counseling, course
supplies, and computer and
Internet access.

Owens this past year
provided more than $45.5
million in grants, scholar-
ships, loans and federal
work study to support the
educational needs of stu-
dents. Recently, the Owens
Community College Foun-
dation awarded scholar-
ships and program support
in the amount of more than
$87,000 to students exem-
plifying academic excel-
lence and leadership.

For more information
about the new awards pro-
gram, contactthe College’s
Financial Aid Office onthe
Toledo-area Campus at
(567) 661-7343 or 1-800-
GO-OWENS, Ext. 7343,
or on the Findlay-area
Campus at (567) 429-3540
or 1-800-GO-OWENS,
Ext. 3540.

Owens Enhances
Access to Higher
Education
Through New
Financial Aid
Awards Program

evaluations of your child
have occurred without your
consent and, if meetings or
evaluations have occurred,
you want to make sure the
school followed established
policy or law.

Youwant the information
about your child to be pre-
sented in a manner that you
can understand. The infor-
mation should be under-
standable whether you have
a GED or a Ph.D. in engi-
neering. You should never
sign anything at any meeting
pertaining to your child’s
needs unless you fully un-
derstand all of the material
presented. You can always
ask for a copy of the infor-
mation to review and sign at
a later date.

As an educational advo-
cate | suggest that, if you
have any concerns about such
a meeting, you have an ad-
vocate attend with you.
When choosing an advocate
look for one who has knowl-
edgerelated to educationand
who knows the law —not just
the IDEA (Individuals with
Disabilities Educational Im-
provement Act) 2004 — but
other pieces of legislation as
well that may help improve
your child’s developmental,
emotional, educational and

social development.

A good advocate will pro-
vide you, the parent, with
information and will support
you in the meeting, but will
not speak for you. An appro-
priate advocate remembers
that you are the parent and
thathe or she is supportive of
your role.

Remember special educa-
tion services can be as thera-
peutic as they should be but
you as the parent have to
know what to expect.

Ed. Note: Sharman Den-
nis is an educational
advocate and the CEO of
Global Enrichment Solu-
tions, LLC, a company that
provides advocacy training,
evaluations, therapeutic
services and tutoring. She
may be contacted at
globalenrichment@aol.com.
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Excellence in On-line Education

Grades 7-12
* Smaller, less competitive neighborhood settings

Flexible scheduling — students may work at home
¢ Students work at their own pace
¢ NovaNET cyber curriculum available 24/7

Students guided and supported by certified teachers

2238 Jefferson Ave. ¢ Toledo, Ohio 43604
419-720-4500 « www.toledoeducationcenter.org

SKILLS
AT PENTA.

EARN MORE
IN LIFE.

Will your current job help you get ahead
in life? Or do you need to sharpen your
skills to become a better provider for
your family?

Penta Career Center’s Adult Education
division offers full-time training programs
like Welding; Auto Technology; Builder,
Contractor & Remodeler Technologies;
Auto Body; and Information Technologies.
Penta’s instructors will help you learn
skills so you can earn more in life. To
register for classes, call Penta Adult
Education, at 419-661-6555.

Penta Career Center
Adult Education

30095 Oregon Rd., Perrysburg
419-661-6555

www.pentacareercenter.org

EER CENTER

NTA C.

Visit our website at
www.thetruthtoledo.com
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Civil Rights Movement Led By Dr. King Part of a Tradition
of Christian Activism That Continues With Today’s

Christian

By Geneva J. Chapman,
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Modern Christian activ-
ismin this country began with
the Civil Rights Movement.

It all started with a peace-
ful boycott of segregated
buses in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, in 1955. Led by a Bap-
tist minister, a small group of
African-Americans, mostly
Christian, brought an entire
city to a standstill.

That protest was followed
by non-violent sit-ins to pro-
test segregated restaurants
and marches to advance the
cause of civil rights for Afri-
can-Americans with the hope
of ending legalized segrega-
tion in the South and de facto
segregationin the North. The
activists demonstrated non-
violent resistance when they
were attacked with brutal
force by police, often using
billy clubs, attack dogs and/
or fire hoses to subdue them.

This commitment to non-
violent protest drew world
attention and the largest
crowd to that date foramarch
on Washington, D.C., in
1963. The impact was felt
throughout the nation and
across the globe and the
leader of the movement was

Right

rewarded with aNobel Peace
Prize, an honorary doctorate
and many other accolades,
posthumously, including a
holiday in honor of his birth-
day.

“Twenty years after Presi-
dent Reagan grudgingly
signed legislation that made
Martin Luther Kin, Jr.’s birth-
day a national holiday, mil-
lions of Americans and most
businesses still refuse to cel-
cbrate the day ...But busi-
nesses and millions of Ameri-
cans don’t ignore the King
holiday solely out of greed,
ignorance orracism. They ig-
nore it because they’ve swal-
lowed the terrible myth that
King was solely a black
leader, that the civil rights
movement was a movement
by and for blacks and that his
holiday should be celebrated
exclusively by blacks. When
King formed the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence in 1957, he staked out
the moral high ground for the
modern day civil rights move-
ment. This made it possible,
even obligatory, for most
white Americans to condemn
racial segregation asimmoral
and inde-
fensible.
Theirmoral
outrage
didn’t stop
with segre-
gation.
Vietnam
war pro-
testers pub-
licly ac-
knowl-

edged King’s brave and out-
spoken opposition to the war
and militarism. They cred-
ited him with giving a huge
boost to the anti-war move-
ment. The leaders of the gay
and women’s rights move-
ments were inspired by
King’s actions and bor-
rowed heavily from the tac-
tics of the civil rights move-
ment. Caesar Chavez ... of-
ten hailed King and other
civil rights leaders for en-
couraging and providing aid
to the farm worker and labor
organizing battles. The civil
rights movement also had a
major impacton other world
struggles. It spurred student
and workers in Asia, Africa
and Latin America to op-
pose the military strongmen,
dictators and demagogues
intheir countries. Itinspired
liberation priests in Latin
America, student demon-
strators in Europe and anti-
apartheid activists in South
Africa to struggle against
injustice.” [Hutchinson, Earl
Ofari. “King Holiday Still
America’s Most Shamefully
Ignored Holiday,” feature
report published by The
Hutchinson Report.]
Laurence Glasco ad-
dresses the worldwide in-
fluence of the civil rights
movement in an article pub-
lished in the University of
Pittsburgh’s newspaper.
“America’s civil rights
movement not only ben-
efited from the watchful eye
of world public opinion, but
also inspired oppressed

groups worldwide to seek
greater freedom for them-
selves. I became aware of that
influence when I taught dur-
ing the spring of 1989 in
Beijing, China, where the stu-
dent Democracy Movement
was gathering momentum. I
taught a course in African-
American history, something
Ierroneously presumed would
be a tough topic to get through
to Asian students halfway
around the world. To make
the topic more accessible, I
utilized autobiographies, be-
ginning with the life of
Frederick Douglass, the fa-
mous slave and abolitionist
... They enthusiastically pro-
ceeded to cite ways in which
the life of a student in Com-
munist China had uncanny
parallels with Douglass’ life
as a slave in America. They
went on to say how inspired
they were by the struggles of
Black Americans and how
much they admired Martin
Luther King. Later, at
Tiananmen Square, they ea-
gerly pointed out to me ban-
ners that proclaimed in Chi-
nese, ‘We Have a Dream.” T
gotanother sense of the world-
wide impact of the civil rights
movement a few years later
when, on a visit to Madras,
India, I met leaders of the Un-
touchable caste, also known
as Dalits. Two large portraits
hung on the walls at the head-
quarters of the Dalit Libera-
tion Trust. I was told that one
was their national hero,
Ambedkar, and the other I eas-
ily recognized as Martin

Luther King. When T ex-
pressed surprise at seeing
King’s portrait, they told me
that they greatly admired
Martin Luther King and
closely followed the civil
rights struggles of Black
Americans .... Numerous
other examples could be cited
of groups around the world
who have been inspired by
the U.S. civil rights move-
ment. In Northern Ireland,
Catholics sang “We Shall
Overcome” while marching
for religious justice. Demon-
strators for political, racial,
ethnic and religious justice
in locations as divers as Po-
land, Prague, Berlin, Pales-
tine, Australia, South Africa
and Brazil have also drawn
inspiration from America’s
civil rights movement. Even
in America, one can say the
whole world was watching.
Women, other ethnic groups,
the elderly, gays and the
handicappedall were inspired
by the civil rights movement.
They also benefited from the
movement’s success, for laws
thatbanned discrimination on
the basis of race also banned
discrimination on the basis
ofcolor, nationality, religion,
gender, sexual orientation,
age and disability.” [Glasco,
Laurence. “The Whole
World Was Watching:
Worldwide Linkages of the
U.S. Civil Rights Move-
ment.” PittChronicle, news-
paper of the University of
Pittsburgh, May 10, 2004.]
However, the civil rights
movement was not the first

“l didn’t just get a lawyer -
| got a friend.”

“I thought my landlord had authority over me, that he could just come in and
evict me and my kids. My kids were worried we were going to be homeless.
It was an emotional roller coaster.

I now know that | have a lot more rights than | understood | did. When | turned
to legal aid for help, | didn’t just get a lawyer — | got a friend.”

Legal Aid ensures equal justice for everyone.

Advocates for Basic
Legal Equality, Inc.

Legal Aid of
Western Ohio, Inc.

Together, we do the community justice.

www.ablelaw.org ¢ www.lawolaw.org

‘moral cause’ taken up by
Christians in this country.
Bryan F. Le Beau of
Creighton University points
out in his Article, “The Po-
litical Mobilization of the
New Christian Right” that
during the nineteenth century,
“the Christian right was an
animating force in American
political life.” According to
Le Beau, it was the Christian
Right that “contributed
greatly to the growth of anti-
slavery sentiment in the
North, and, paradoxically, re-
inforced the commitment of
Southerners to the mainte-
nance of the slave economy.”

Following a long absence
from political activism, Le
Beau states that Christian
conservatives got back into
the fray in modern times.
“The return of conservative
Protestants to organized po-
litical action, manifested in
what has been labeled the
New Christian Right, was
facilitated by a number of
local movements that devel-
oped during the social fer-
ment and upheaval of the
1970°s.”

Stephen Zunes writes
about this emergence of the
Christian Right in an article
published in Asian Times,
crediting the Republican
Party with giving the move-
ment its impetus. “In recent
years, a politicized and right-
wing Protestant fundamen-
talistmovement has emerged
as amajor factor in U.S. sup-
port for the policies of the
rightist Likud government in
Israel. To understand this in-
fluence, itis important to rec-
ognize that the rise of the
religious right as a political
force in the United States isa
relatively recent phenom-
enon that emerged as part of
acalculated strategy by lead-
ing right-wingers in the Re-
publican party who — while
not fundamentalist Christians
themselves — recognized the
need to enlist the support of
this key segment of the U.S.
population inorder toachieve
political power .... By mobi-
lizing rightist religious lead-
ers and adopting conserva-
tive positions on highly
charged social issues such as
women’srights, abortion, sex
education and homosexual-
ity, Republican strategists
were able to bring millions of
fundamentalists Christians —
who asaresult of their lower-

(Continued on Page 12)
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than-average income were
nototherwise inclined to vote
Republican—into their party.
Through such organizations
as the Moral Majority and
the Christian Coalition, the
Republicans promoted a
right-wing political agenda
through radio and television
broadcasts, as well as from
the pulpit.” [Zunes, Stephen.
“U.S. Christian Right’s Grip
onMiddle East Policy.” Asian
Times, July 14, 2004.]

Perhaps images of King
giving his now famous “I
Have a Dream” speech reso-
nated with Christian conser-
vatives who saw firsthand just
how powerful the media can
bein furtheringa cause. How-
ever, some would say that is
where the similarities end.

Whereas King’s move-
ment fought to secure rights
that had been previously de-
nied to African-Americans
and other poor people, much
of what the Christian Right
attempted to do involved lim-
iting rights previously won
by women and other groups
and denying rights to other
groups, such as gays and les-
bians.

“I don’t find much that I
recognized as Christian,”
says Randall Balmer, discuss-
ing his new book, Thy King-
dom Come, An Evangelist’s
Lament: How The Religious
Right Distorts the Faith and
Threatens America. “They
have taken something that is
lovely and redemptive and
turned it into something that
is ugly and retributive.”

The aggressive tactics
used by some Christian Right
leaders (in opposition to the
non-violenttactics of the civil
rights movement) seem to
affirm Balmer’s statements
about their ‘activism.” Focus
on the Family founder James
C.Dobson, according to Rob
Boston,  writing  for
www.believe.net, “flew into
Washington, D.C. ... with
twin goals: attend a meeting
of the secretive Council for
National Policy and issue a
new round of orders to top
Republican leaders .... Dob-
son made it clear that he ex-
pects action now .... Reli-
gious conservatives enjoy
great influence over federal
courts and their social agenda
is being implemented, item-

by-item. But it is never
enough. Dobson growls and
the top leaders of American
politics rush to assure him
that all is well. The incident
is also a good example of the
influence the religious right
holds inthe Republican party
and, thus, the larger political
system, today .... Yet many
American remain unaware of
the scope of the power,
money and aspirations of the
religious right or how radical
its goals are. More than 25
years have passed since a
band of conservative strate-
gistsconvinced the Rev. Jerry
Falwell to lead the Moral Ma-
jority, and the movement is
today at the apex of its politi-
cal power.”

Scott Wyman from The
Kansas City Star wrote in a
December 30, 2006, article
about Coral Ridge founder
Dr. James Kennedy, “His fun-
damental message has been
that Christians should be ac-
tive in ensuring their voice is
heard on social issues ....
Among Kennedy’s recent
causes have been pushing
Congress for a constitutional
amendment against same-sex
marriage and outlawing par-
tial-birth abortion. He raised
money to help Alabama’s
chief justice defend himself
in the fight over displaying
the Ten Commandments at
the state’s Supreme Court
Building and urged support-
ers to fight to keep Terri
Schiavo on life support.”

Although Kennedy’s
causes seem to champion
moral positions on social di-
lemmas, each of them repre-
sents a violation of the
individual’s right to choose,
afundamental freedom inthis
country. King’s causes were
all efforts to secure more
rights for American citizens,
not limit those we have or
may fight for in the future.

This has not stopped
Christian Right leaders from
attempting to align them-
selves with King; however,
particularly, this time of year
when many African-Ameri-
cans and others take time out
to honor his memory. Right-
wing conservative Marcus
Epstein makes this point in
his article, “Myths of Martin
Luther King.” “This is amaz-
ing because during the 1950s

and 1960s, the Right almost
unanimously opposed the
civil rights movement. Con-
trary to the claims of many
neocons [neo-conservatives],
the opposition was not lim-
ited to the John Birch Society
and southern conservatives.
It was made by politicians
like Ronald Reagan and
Barry Goldwater and in the
pages of Modern Age, Hu-
man Events, National Review
and Freeman. Today, the of-
ficial conservative and liber-
tarian movement portrays
King as someone on our side
who would be fighting Jesse
Jackson and Al Sharpton if
he were alive. Most all con-
servative publications and
websites havearticles around
this time of the year praising
King and discussing how
today’s civil rights leaders
are betraying his legacy ...
There are nearly a half dozen
neocon and left-libertarian
think tanks and legal founda-
tions withnames suchas ‘The
Center for Equal Opportu-
nity’ and the ‘American Civil
Rights Institute’ which claim
to model themselves after
King. Why is a man once
reviled by the Right now cel-
ebrated by it as a hero?”

This question should be
asked every time those who
fight to revoke many of the
civil rights and freedoms we
enjoy evoke the name and
memory of Dr. King.

Following is an account
of how this happens from an
article titled “Martin Luther
King, Jr. vs. Christian Right,”
by Max Blumenthal. “On
Sunday, January 8, the Chris-
tian Right held its third ‘Jus-
tice Sunday’ program pro-
moting a reformed judiciary
where their Christian values
take precedence over the law.
What’s curious about this
Justice Sunday was how
long-time opponents of ra-
cial equality attempted to as-
sume the mantle and tradi-
tion of Martin Luther King,
Ir”

Blumenthal goes on to
give the history of some of
those involved. “In 1996,
while working as campaign
manager for the failed U.S.
Senate candidacy of his men-
tor, Woody Jenkins, [Tony]
Perkins signed a check for
nearly $90,000 to David
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Duke for the purchase of his
phone bank list. Then, even
after a steady stream of bad
press doomed his own Sen-
ate campaign, Perkins spoke
at a 2001 fundraiser for the
Louisiana chapter of the
Council of Conservative Citi-
zens, a white nationalist
group which has called
blacks ‘a retrograde species
of humanity’ on its website.
Sunday, Perkins will be
joined by the Rev. Jerry
Falwell, who incited opposi-
tion to the civil rights move-
ment from the pulpit in
1950’s and 1960’s Virginia.
Seeking to continue his im-
age makeover ... Tony
Perkins has staged Justice
Sunday III at a black church
in inner-city Philadelphia ...
Even worse is Wellington
Boone a Georgia clergyman
and member of Dominionist
organization Coalition on
Revival. Boone makes no
secret of his bizarre racial
views either. Consider this
statement he made in his
book, Breaking Through. ‘I
want to boldly affirm Uncle
Tom. The black community
must stop criticizing Uncle
Tom. He is arole model.” Or
this, on Pat Robertson’s 700
Club, in the immediate wake
of Hurricane Katrina: ‘We
need to consider the culture
of'those people still stranded
in New Orleans. The looting
of property, the trashing of
property, etc., speaks to the
basic character of the people.
These people who have gone
through slavery, segregation
and the Voting Rights Act
are doing this to themselves.”
Were any of those attending

the event —in a black church
— aware of these things?”

The list of King ‘admir-
ers’ from the right wing goes
on: “John Ashcroft, who
drew intense fire from civil
rights groups for his retro-
grade conservative views on
civil rights, claims that King
is on his most admired list.
Former Senate Majority
Leader Trent Lott, who op-
posed the King holiday, now
praises King as part of his
mea culpa apology for his
public tout of segregation.”
[Hutchinson]

While conservatives use
King’s words to try to lure
African-Americans into their
ranks and form political alli-
ances with African-Ameri-
can Christians, possibly mo-
tivated by the success of the
civil rights movement to fol-
low in King’s footsteps as
Christian activists, it is not
just King’s legacy they are
not being true to when they
fail to follow his ideology.
“Whereas evangelical aboli-
tionists of the nineteenth cen-
tury sought freedom for Af-
rican-Americans, the reli-
giousright of the late twenti-
eth century organized to per-
petuate racial discrimination.
Sadly, the religious right has
no legitimate claim to the
mantle ofthe abolitionist cru-
saders of the nineteenth cen-
tury. White evangelicals
were conspicuous by their
absence in the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and
1960s. Where were Pat
Robertson and Jerry Falwell
and Billy Graham on August
28, 1963, during the March
on Washington or on Sun-

day, March 7, 1965, when
Martin Luther King, Jr. and
religious leaders from other
traditions linked arms on the
march from Selma to Mont-
gomery Alabama, to stare
down the ugly face of rac-
ism?” [Balmer, Randall. Thy
Kingdom Come, An
Evangelist’s Lament: How
The Religious Right Distorts
the Faith and Threatens
America)

Isitwrong for people who
once opposed the civil rights
movement to now ‘jump on
the bandwagon’ and support
Dr. King’s dream? Should
their sincerity be doubted just
because they’re conservative
and right wing?

“Jerry Falwell, Pat
Robertson and Jack Van
Impe follow in the footsteps
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Ghandi and Jesus Christ ....
King’slegacy of non-violent
protest in pursuit of equality
for the descendants of sla-
very was one of the high
points of his religion. As he
knelt down before the po-
lice, to be taken to jail in
Birmingham, the world could
see submission to authority
and the willingness to en-
dure the pain that the hatred
of society wanted to inflict
upon him .... He was trying
to change society in the grand
and ancient tradition of the
Church. A decade after his
death, the South produced
another Christian movement
that took over the White
house, the religious right.
After 25 years of their
agenda, America is feeling
like it is a burnt over region

(Continued on Page 16)

immediately thereafter.

Construction News.
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Total Estimate:

INTERESTED BIDDERS:
TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS -
START HIGH SCHOOL DEMOLITION -
LIFE SKILLS CENTER BID

Sealed bids will be accepted by the Board of Education of the Toledo Public
School Districtuntil 1:00 P.M. on January 24,2007, at the Toledo Public Schools
Treasurers’ Room 3, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio 43608, for all labor
material and supervision necessary for the Start High School Demolition — Life
Skills Center Bid, as more fully described in the drawings and specifications for
the project prepared by SSOE, Inc., and will be opened publicly and read

Bid Documents for the project may be examined at the F.W. Dodge plan
rooms in Maumee and Columbus, Builders Exchange in Toledo, University of
Toledo — Capacity Building, E.O.P.A. — Hamilton Building, Northwest Ohio
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, The Plan Room in Ann Arbor, and Ohio

Bidders may obtain copies of the documents starting January 9th, 2007
which can be purchased from Toledo Blueprint, 6964 McNerney St.,
Northwood, OH 43619, phone: (419) 661-9841. Drawings may be obtained
on CD-ROM for no cost with the purchase of the specifications.

A PREBID CONFERENCE is scheduled for January 16th, at 3:00 pm at the
Toledo Public Schools’ Board Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio

If you have any questions, or if you need additional information, please direct
all questions in writing to Dan Timmons, LGB-LLC fax (877) 281-0784, by phone
at (419) 776-5600, or by email at Dan.Timmons@LGB-LLC.com

Bid Item No. 9 Demolition — Life Skills Center

$ 100,180
$ 100,180
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Reel Review
The Children of Men
Clive Owen, Michael Caine

By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

I know, I know.

I can already hear in my
mind what most of my read-
ers have made me aware of.

Asyou’rereading this first
film critique of the new year,
no doubt many of you are
wondering “what’s up with
Dreamgirls?”

Yeah,I’veread the emails,
fam.

1 know most of you are
gonna check out Dreamgirls
anyway, whether or not I re-
view it.

It’s getting all types of
award nominations and criti-
cal acclaim, so it’s pretty
much a sure bet that it’s a
good film that all types of
people will enjoy.

I mean, it’s Beyonce,
Jamie Foxx and Eddie
Murphy — there’s almost no
way thatcouldbe bad. —LOL.

So, I chose to go in a dif-
ferent direction.

1 thought about things
going on in the world at the
moment.

We lost James Brown on
Christmas. The Democrats
are taking control of Con-
gress.

Saddam’s hanging is all
over YouTube. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s dream and
how feasible it may or may
not be — all of these things
have been on my mind.

And I thought about this
film, The Children of Men.

I thought about last year
around this time when V for
Vendetta came out.

Producing songs always
makes me wonder what it’s
like for people who write
books.

Especially these books
that become movies, those
are usually the most intrigu-
ing.

With music, when you sit
down to create something
you are trying to express a
feeling you could only ex-
plain through song.

It can be about your per-
sonal situation, or it could be
about your views on the
world as a whole.

Butat least in the scope of
writing a song or making
music that will allow some-
one else to write, it’s a very
subjective experience that is
immediate and almost fleet-
ing.

Films such as this come
across more like a warning.

Based on the P.D. James
novel of the same name, The
Children of Men achieves the
same effect as George
Orwell’s 1984 or even the
book that details the Chris-
tian beliefin an event known
as The Rapture.

That effectisabone-chill-
ing sense of possibility.

Instead of offering you a
window into the here and
now, book-adapted films
such as this one offer you a
window into what could fea-
sibly come to be ... a here
and now thatnone of us want.

One thing about /984, V'
for Vendetta and The Chil-
dren of Men ... they are all
described as depicting a
“dystopian” future. So what
is “dystopian.”

You know what utopian
means right? Well
“dystopian” is the opposite.

Here’s the wikipedia defi-
nition:

a fictional society that is
the antithesis of utopia. It is
usually characterized by an
oppressive social control,
such as an authoritarian or
totalitarian government.

Oppressive social con-
trol....

Authoritarian or totalitar-
ian government....

NONE of'these things are
fictional at this point.

When I went to D.C. for
the anti-Bush protests, I got
to see first hand what a po-
lice state might look like. No
cameramen, no props.

Real suppression of First
Amendment rights, and real
brutality carried out by those
who are supposed to be pro-
tecting and serving the people
they were beating.

When 1 wrote my piece
about 9/11 this past Septem-

ber and I said loud and clear
(and backed up with proof
courtesy of Loose Change)
thatour own government was
behind it... I encountered
real hatred and real igno-
rance.

The Children of Men is
based in London, England in
the year 2027.

Various world events
have led to an influx of East-
ern Europeans, Northern Af-
ricans and even Arabs into
Great Britain. The British
Parliament deemed these per-
sons—illegal immigrants/ter-
rorists. And that designation
allowed them to be detained
without reason in prison
camps, where they existed
without any human rights
whatsoever. Even the right
to life.

The movie depicts scenes
that hint at the random kill-
ing of so called “illegal im-
migrants” or “terrorists” at
the hands of armed service-
men/ law enforcement.

Itdoesn’t take any stretch
of the imagination whatso-
ever to see that our world
right now in 2007 is very
capable of witnessing such
atrocities.

But the main issue in The
Children of Men is a world-
wide problem that might
need just a little further
stretch of the imagination.

The plot centers around a
very big problem: no woman
anywhere on Earth has been
able to give birth to a child
for the last 18 years.

Scientists have theorized
that it might be any combi-
nation of factors that could
lead to worldwide infertility.

The flu pandemic that
wiped out large cities in the
U.S., there’sapossible cause.

Genetic tampering and
environmental hazards are
possible causes as well.

But the point is, nowhere
in the world is it possible to
conceive a child.

When the movie starts, the
youngest person on the planet
dies at 18.

Get a Quote/Grab a Meal

come to
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Free Fish and Fry at Captain D’s
when_you get a quote on Auto, Fire, Life or Health
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Phone: 419.244.2904
Fax: 419.244.4105

Chiwetel Ejiofor and Clive Owen

The literal extinction of
the human race is at hand.

But in London, the gov-
ernment is still trying to weed
out so called “citizens” from
so called “refugees” (nick-
named ‘fugees’ throughout
the film).

Different factions of
movements call for an upris-
ing to overthrow the oppres-
sion they live under but there
is warring between them as
well as the constant fighting
between those organized
enough to stand up to the mili-
tary and the actual British/
American military.

Things are so hectic that
the political powers in Lon-
don have began selling sui-
cide kits known as Quietude
that will allow an easy way
out for anyone who wants it.

The Children of Men fo-
cuses on Theo Faron (Clive
Owen) as he returns to Lon-
don at the request of his ex-
wife Julian (Julianne Moore).
Both were activists back in
the day which would techni-
cally be now since it’s set in
the future), but he sold out for
the loot and she became a
powerful leader of a revolu-
tionary cell in London known
as The Fish.

As Theo struggles with
whether or not he should con-
sider helping his estranged
spouse or not, he’s made
aware of the exact favor she
needs from him ... his assis-
tance with obtaining citizen-
ship forateenage African girl
named Kee.

He’s supposed to oversee
her passage through hostile
areas and be handed over to a
society of people known only
as The Human Project.

We never see The Human
Project, but we know why it’s
important for them to find
Kee.

In nearly a quarter cen-
tury, she will be the first fe-
male to experience full-term
pregnancy.

The first baby the world

DIXIE

5880 N. Detroit
Month to Month Leasing

419-476-8674

WEAREAFULL
SERVICE
BUSINESS

has seen in roughly two de-
cades will be her baby.

She has somehow become
pregnant, and it’s somewhat
Theo’s job to make sure she’s
taken care of.

Butthat’skindahard when
you’ve got no one to trust and
nohelp frompeople in power.

Turge everyone to see this
film.

Ev —ry — one.

The film itself is greatly

entertaining.

The direction and cinema-
tography are surely to go un-
matched by anything else that
could come outof Hollywood
for at least the next couple of
years.

YOU FEEL LIKE YOU
ARE IN THE MOVIE.

When gunshots go by,
when cars race, when people
are running for their very
lives... you feel it.

1 would love for ya’ll to
check this film out and get
back to me to tell me if you
think any of the hardships
they face are feasible enough
thatwe could experience them
soon in our lifetime.

Because I’ve gotta be hon-
est, with the way things are
headed... there’s no telling
how far down the rabbit hole
truth goes.

get at me
glasscitytruth@yahoo.com

Deborah

(Continued from Page 4)
withoutreferring to the facts
of the situation, that Steel
had a possible conflict of
interest. Steel’s wife,
Catherine Hernandez, a TPS
teacher, served on the To-
ledo Federation of Teach-
ers’ board of directors until
her resignation after Steel’s
electioninNovember2005.
Fisher and various other
school board critics

have in the past questioned
whether or not Steel is in-
sured under his wife’s TPS
health insurance policy.
That, presumably, was the
possible conflict that Fisher
raised. As he has in the past,
Steel once again declined to
address the particulars of
his family’s insurance sta-
tus.

“I will continue to work
in the best interests of the
students of this district and
that’s my statement regard-
ing a conflict of interest,”
said Steel.

Steel wonapproval to the
vice presidency by a vote of
three to two, with Fisher
and Torres dissenting.

Barnett took over the
meeting and proceeded to
announce committee as-
signments. She moved
Fisher off the finance com-
mittee, on which the past
president had served as
chairman during the last
year, and named Sykes to

Auto
Leasing
Toledo, OH

Barnett

head that group.

Barnett’s committee as-
signments brought a rebuke
from Fisher who expressed
the desire to make a few
switches. “As president,”
said Barnett, “I make the
appointments.”

Barnett created a new ad
hoc committee — commu-
nity and public relations —
that she intends to lead and
under which theboard’s stu-
dent recruitment and reten-
tion efforts will fall. Fisher
had led that ad hoc commit-
tee and expressed chagrin at
whatshe felt was an effortto
diminish the importance of
therecruitmentaspect ofthe
board’s operations. Barnett
explained that recruitment
and retention was an impor-
tant facet of the public rela-
tions effort she planned to
lead.

At this point, any effort
at creating or maintaining
some semblance ofunity had
just about completely dis-
solved.

The board capped offthe
opening of the winter ses-
sion with a discussion of
spendingontravel. The “ser-
vice fund” which pays for
board members’ travel to
state and national conven-
tions and education forums,
was increased from$ 15,000
to $29,380 - $1 for each
studentin the district. Fisher
cast the lone dissenting vote
as she chastised the spend-
ing habits of her fellow
board members.

Fisher, as she herself
pointed out, has spent no
money on such travel, while
the other board members
have spent between $380 to
$7,000. Barnett, Steel and
Sykes noted that such travel
is important in order for the
board to gather information,
to share ideas, and to repre-
sent the district.
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The Black

Market
Place

FREE TOWING

Attention Landlords or Property
Owners, if you have abandoned
cars (in any condition)

Bad Boyz Towing will remove it for
FREE.

Call 419-810-5879

Gorgeous Home!
27 S.Centennial - Holland

Brick Ranch, 4 Bedrooms, Fireplace,
Sunken Living Room, Patio, 2 1/2 Baths
Century 21 Kasten Realty
Dee Bates - Cell 419.367.7771

DR. JEAN HAS MOVED!!
l New address is
EDNA M. JEAN, D.P.M.

5705 Dorr Street - Toledo, OH 43615
Phone: (419) 537-9877 * Fax: (419) 537-9878
Come See Us, Feel Good All Over
Starting With Your Foot

1023 Underwood Avenue
$74,900

GREAT BUY
Very clean 3 bd home. Walk-in closets in both
i ] upper bedrooms. Large master bd on main floor
Bessie Humphrey * Cell 419.260.0215

1389 Grand Ave
$38,000

3bd, newer furnace, private fence and fenced
yard, great first home, buyer or investment
'l property, one level, SOLD as is

Bessie Humphrey * Cell 419.260.0215

Pgmasd's Bandes & Salan

= BEl W. Coniral - Todede, Ok £M10

p— 1206 Secor Road - $89,900
@y Two BD possible 3 BD, Brick Home, Family

Rm, Rec Rm, all furniture stays incl 69 inch
Far Apponiment Cal -t flat screen TV, Neat private back yard.
Himir Erylear Lyre o Ol o D Call Bessie Humphrey
Lafeyl Sechnagues n Far Shiss e Laches & Men Office 419.874.1188- Cell 419.260.0215

Ohio Operating Engineers
Apprenticeship & Training Program
Local 18
4 Year Apprenticeship

2007 APPLICATION DATES
Jan. 22, 23,24 & Feb. 1,2, 3
9:00am to 3:00pm

Operating Engineers
Are the men and women who
Operate and repair the equipment
That builds America!

“Earn As You Learn”

We will be accepting applications,
with a $10.00 cash non-refundable
fee, at the following location:

Cygnet Training Center
9435 Cygnet Road
Cygnet, Ohio 43413
1-888-634-6880

EOE

4403 Bromley Drive
Kitchen has marble floor, 2 fireplaces, 2.5
baths, finished Rec rm, 4 bd possible 5,
circular staricase - MUST SEE!

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

Hom

e

Place an ad in ™®lackMarketPlace

Call Pam Anderson at 419-243-0007

UNIQUE COLLECTIONS
LADIES & MENS DESIGNER CLOTHING
316 N.MICHIGAN ST.SUITE 103, TOL, OH 43624
STORE HOURS, MON-SAT: 10:00 A.M.- 6:00 PM.
PHENON PHOENIX-BUMPUS (419) 244-0992
OWNER FAX_(419) 244-0997

? and skylight, first floor laundry, master suite
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

ROCKET SHOP AUTO REPAIR CENTER
2631 West Bancroft 419-535-3258

1 Block East of UT Near Westwood FALL
ock East o car Westwoor

Lowest Auto Service Prices Available! SPI:‘CIA.L
10% OFF

«  Full Auto Repair

e Engine Diagnostics ANY

e Towing SERVICE

*  Tires COUPON

GREAT BUY!
14 BIRcKHEAD PLACE *
Brick, 4 bd, living rm w/Fireplace, new slate roof, finished
basement w/bar, utility rm, cedar closets, 3 car garage,
Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company
Office 419.866.5900 * Home Office 419.350.7514

e 1918 Peacock Lane
#¥lg 4 bd, step down living rm w/vaulted ceiling
with cathedral ceiling, walk in closet
Call Bessie Humphrey
e {

;'ll'-'--i.-. i s

i
6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH 43560
419.460.1343
Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

380 Pinewood
.

. Mint Cond 3 bd, 2 bth, 2%
car garjovely sun rm. Quiet
neighborhood. Private Sho
ing. Move in at closingCall
Grace 419-729-949

705 Nebraska Avenue
_ $38,000
uﬂ Twin Plex/Town House. Each unit has upper
" and lower level. Fully insulated, new roof,
i1 separate utilities incl water, tilted windows
Bessie Humphrey * Cell 419.260.0215

THE MEDICINE SHOPPE PHARMACY
2105 W. Alexis Road (between Jackman & Douglas)
419.474.0605

Eloise A Norwood, R.PH
Black Owned and Operated
Serving Toledo & Surrounding Communities Since 1989
Free Delivery!

Mike’s AutoWorld
Toledo’s Premier Buy Here Pay Here
Cars from $300 & Up
2440 Dorr near Westwood 419-754-1215
Bring This Ad In For $100 Off on Your Next Purchase
We Can Finance You!

Powell's Barbern & Be Supplies
901 Nebraska, Tol, OH 43607
Complete Line of Barber & Beauty Supplies
Phone: 419.243.7731 - Fax: 419.242.6390
Mon: 10 - 6 & Tues: Sat. 8 -5
Calvin Powell

1127 Waite
Great Investment Property
Two Units, Separate Utilities, Large Rooms,
Three Bedrooms Each, Good Condition
Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

]

W

Better Care Lawn & Snow Removal Service
P.O. Box 351744 Commercial/Residential
Toledo, OH 43615 “Free Estimates” .«
Phone: 419-346-7963
Fax: 419-535-1218
nfo@l ice.com

Licensed and Bonded!|

IT°’S MY BAG RELOCATION SALE!
Everything must go!

“ Designer handbags, watches, etc.
Monday - Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Everything discounted

711 N. Reynolds Rd. 419.534.2422 TiM

The Muaxter's louch
{rnrimigal FEamats of Cined

shorry YWiclEin

Lk i, ‘ol Hyped g

w

3441 Upton - $76,000
@& Conventional well maintained home,

enclosed front porch, central air, dishwasher,
disposal, finished lower rec-room
Call Bessie Humphrey

Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

Midwest Dental Center
Two Locations
1843 W. Alexis, Ste 4 2915 Lagrange
419.475.5450 419.244.1691
Our Mobile Unit also goes to nursing homes,
retirement homes, MRDD homes,
day care centers and schools

Ngo, Taiwo, DDS
Dental Director

This Home Is Waiting For You!
4330 Truxton Place Drive * $110,000
Tri-level, 3 bd, 2 baths, Family Rm, Laundry
Rm, Storage Area and Enclosed Sunroom
Alma Dortch-Gilbert * Whittington Group Realty
Office 419.297.2301

Deep Fried Whole Chicken Wings
Regularly $1.25

Must have coupon  Hot or BBQ Available
Minimum 10 wings

-
|
FALL SPECIAL I
|
|

1717 Grand Ave
$38,000

Hﬂ 3bd, updated kitchen, new cabinets, a/c, brick
‘ fireplace, finished basement, roof needs repair
i or replacement
Bessiec Humphrey * Cell 419.260.0215

3652 Maxwell Road * Reduced $128,000
ﬁ-l“"ﬁl 3 BD, 1 and 1/2 Bath, Move-in Condition and

? Beautifully Landscaped, Roof 2004

Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

MARSYL’S SOULFOOD RESTAURANT

2633 West Bancroft 419-531-8327
1 Block East of UT

© X Voted Toledo’s
A nice casual sit down restaurant.
e Carry out available

Best Soulfood
e Large menu

Restaurant!
Try our famous
e Delivery available Hotwater Cornbread!

Steven 4. Pantoer -.;R:-
Barber Stylist at -
Hobbs Barber Salon 419.514.7493
2777 W. Central

Call for Appointment
No Wait Toledo, Ohio 43606

|FZZ

Call Bessie Humphrey
T

GREAT BUY!

2403 River Road
Brick Ranch, 3 Bedrooms, Central
Air, Full Basement
Centruy 21 Kasten Realty
Dee Bates - Cell 419.367.7771

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 NEBRASKA AVENUE 43607
419.255.7682

“WHEN TRUTH IN PRICING AND QUALITY MATTERS”
IN OR OUT OF TOWN

For Sale — Beauty Salon
2916 Stickney - $89,900

Upscale beauty salon with 6 booths. Additional separate area for
another business venture for extra income. New furnace & C/A,

WHITTINGTON GROUP REALTY
Call Nettie Jackson — 419-250-1895
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Job Coach

Progressive behavioral health care organiza-
tion is seeking energetic, dependable profes-
sional to provide job coaching and job develop-
ment services to clients on a contractual basis.
Two years teaching/training experience required.
Degree plus teaching/training experience pre-
ferred. Duties include analyzing jobs and work
environments, training clients to perform their job
duties, and actively developing job opportunities
for clients. Must be proficient and accurate in
computer use. Valid driver’s license, good driv-
ing record required. Send resume and salary
expectations by 1/17/07 to

Career Connections,
Attn: Human Resources (JCT),
4334 Secor Rd.,
Toledo, OH 43623-4234,
or fax to 419-720-6103,
or e-mail to harborhr@harbor.org.

EOE.

RN

Full-time RN position providing direct medical
services to consumers in a clinic. Other duties
include providing medication education and health
assessments. Qualified candidates must possess
Ohio RN license. At least 3 years psychiatric
nursing experience in hospital environment pre-
ferred. Send cover letter with resume to:

U/ uson

Human Resources - RN
1425 Starr Avenue
Toledo, OH 43605

Social Work
CASE MANAGER

Unison is seeking Case Managers to provide
community support services to adults with serious
mental iliness. Responsibilities will include provid-
ing assistance with the social, vocational, eco-
nomic, and environmental needs of assigned cli-
ents and assisting in their ability to live in the
community. Valid driver’s license required. Ohio
counselor or social worker license and experience
preferred. Consideration will be given to candi-
dates with four-year degrees in fields related to
social work. Excellent salary and benefits pack-
age. Send or fax resume with cover letter to:

U/ uson

Human Resources - CSP
1425 Starr Avenue
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax 419.936.7574
Email: HR@QUNISONBHG.ORG

EOE

Software Applications Trainer

Energetic, dependable professional needed to
deliver training to staff on agency software applica-
tions. Requires Associate’s degree in computer
science or information systems, plus experience
leading training sessions. Must have excellent writ-
ten and oral communication skills, plus the ability to
design, develop, and deliver software training pro-
grams and individual classes. Assists in planning,
design, and development of new applications and
enhancements, and collaborates with department
heads to assess staff training needs. Must be
committed to delivering excellent customer ser-
vice. Send resume, with cover letter and salary
expectations, by 1/17/07 to

Harbor Behavioral Healthcare,
Attn: Human Resources (SAT),
4334 Secor Rd.,

Toledo, OH 43623-4234,
or fax to 419-720-6103,
or e-mail to harborhr@harbor.org.

EOE.

Groundskeeper — full time, year-round posi-
tion with excellent benefits package. Member of the
teamresponsible for the beauty and safety of Museum
grounds, including lawn care, decorative plant and
shrub cultivation, grounds cleanliness, general park-
ing lot maintenance and snow removal. Requires
associate’s degree in turfgrass management, land-
scaping or equivalent, with EPA pesticide applicator
permit with turf and ornamental endorsements and 2-
3 years experience in a similar environment. Requires
askilled, self-directed individual with a good work ethic
and ability to work effectively both alone and as a
member of a team. Full information available on our
website: www.toledomuseum.org/Info_Employ.htm
To e-mail resume with cover letter to
jobs@toledomuseum or mail to

Community Support Provider

Seeking an energetic, dependable professional
to provide home-based, solution-oriented services
to severely and emotionally disturbed children and
their families. Requires Bachelor’s degree in social
work or mental health related field, or may substi-
tute an Associate’s degree with 3 years related
experience. Preference given to licensed candi-
date (Ohio LSW, PC). Must have bio-psychosocial
assessment skills, knowledge of community re-
sources, linkage and advocacy skills, as well as
strong documentation and communication skills.
Seeking a positive team player with the ability to
work well independently in the field. Must be com-
mitted to providing excellent customer service.
Valid driver's license, good driving record, and
ability to perform therapeutic holds required. Send
resume, with cover letter and salary expectations,
by 1/17/07 to

Harbor Behavioral Healthcare,
Attn: Human Resources (CSP),
4334 Secor Rd.,

Toledo, OH 43623-4234,
or fax to 419-720-6103,
or e-mail to harborhr@harbor.org.

EOE.

HR,
_ Fax 419 936-7574 Toledo Museum of Art,
Email: HR@QUNISONBHG.ORG PO Box 1013,
Toledo, OH 43697.
EOE EOE.
INTERESTED BIDDERS: S|ng|e Fam||y
TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS - Home
WHITTIER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Sealed bids will be accepted by the Board of Education of the Toledo Public 3 Beds
School District until 1:00 p.m. on February 8th, 2007, at the Toledo Public ’
Schools Treasurers’ Room 3, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio 43608, for 1 bath,
all labor material and supervision necessary for the new Whittier Elementary
School Bid, as more fully described in the drawings and specifications for the full basement.
project prepared by SSOE, Inc., and will be opened publicly and read immedi-
ately thereafter.
1535
Bid Documents for the project may be examined at the F.W. Dodge plan .
rooms in Maumee and Columbus, Builders Exchange in Toledo, University of Buckingham,
Toledo — Capacity Building, E.O.P.A. — Hamilton Building, Northwest Ohio 43607
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, The Plan Room in Ann Arbor, Construction
Association of Michigan, and Ohio Construction News.
) ) ) ) For Rent
Bidders may obtain copies of the documents starting January 10, 2007
which can be purchased from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Rd.,
Toledo Ohio 43615 Phone: 419-385-5303. Drawings may be obtained on hone
CD-ROM for no cost with the purchase of the specifications. P
248-250-0179
A PREBID CONFERENCE is scheduled for January 23, 2007 at 1:00 p.m.
at Toledo Public Schools’ Board Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio
43608
Place your
If you have any questions or a need for additional information, please direct classified in
all questions in writing to Kimakus.Johnson@LGB-LLC.com, by phone at (419) The
776-5600, or (fax) (877) 281-0784. )
Sojourner’s
Bid Item No. 1 Site Work $ 683,100. Truth
Bid Item No. 2 General Trades $ 3,676,403. u
Bid Item No. 3 Fire Protection $ 104,600.
Bid Item No. 4 Plumbing $ 430,900. .
Bid Item No. 5 HVAC $ 1,343,700. Call Aida at
Bid Item No. 6 Electrical $ 814.400. 419-243-0007
Total Estimate: $ 7,053,103.

PART-TIME HR ASSISTANT

The Toledo Zoo is currently looking for 1 HR
Assistant to work in our Human Resource Depart-
ment. | am looking for a Sophomore or Junior
college student with a GPA of 3.0. They must be
willing to work weekends, and | can be flexible
around their school schedule.

The pay rate is $7.00 an hour and this is a part-
time position. Please have students fax me their
resumes. During the summer they could work up to
40 hours. Here is the job description for this posi-
tion:

*Learn the history of the Zoo, present this on
tours with new employees

*Assist with recruiting efforts for part-time sea-
sonal employees

*Review and learn existing part-time orientation
program for new and returning employees

*Set up orientations, schedule employees, coor-
dinate with department managers, present orienta-
tions, and handle paperwork.

*Review and learn existing supervisor/leader
training and present trainings.

*Plan and supervise special events for the part-
time seasonal employees

*Answer telephones, general office work




Page 16

The Sojourner’s Truth

January 10, 2007

Civil Rights Movement Led By Dr. King

(Continued from Page 12)
nationally. One Christianity
wasabacklashagainstanother
Christianity .... The marriage
of fundamentalism and con-
sumerism, mediaand individu-
alism, does notmimicthe cour-
ageand goalsofthecivilrights
movement. Ifitdid, we would
see swarms of Christians in
Baghdad, not converting
Muslims, but marching
against the madness of ex-
tremism. Thereligiousrightis
too much like its brother, big
business, finding salvation
through lifestyle ... And po-
litical conservative Christians
are not prepared to risk their
lives or their fundraising ....
Unlike Martin Luther King,
self-sacrifice, suffering and
deprivation are too strange in
our culture to have a compel-
lingimpact. .. Christianity has
always been about the mar-
riage of social nationalismand
religion. Just as Jesus tapped
into Jewish nationalism and
tradition to get his point
across, Dr. King also used the
American Dream and Chris-

tian social justice push his
cause.” [Shaver, Brock A.
“From Martin Luther King to
the Religious Right: New
Change Coming?”” American
Chronicle,December 12,2006.]
However, there are those on
the right who seem to want to
move away from the notion of
only ‘breaking bread” with
those who espouse their views
and forcing politicians to bend
totheir will in order to get their
support. The best-known ex-
ample is Pastor Rick Warren,
celebrated author of bestseller
A Purpose Driven Life, who
recently invited two senators
to speak to at a conference on
HIV/AIDS held at his Califor-
nia church. One of them was
Senator Sam Brownback (Kan-
sas), a conservative Republi-
canand pro-lifer; the other was
Senator Barack Obama (Illi-
nois), whoisaliberal Democrat
and pro-choice.
“TheinclusionofObama...
has generated alarm among
someevangelical leaders.... ‘Of
course we expect criticism,’

Warren wrote inan e-mail sent
to his 22,000-plus congrega-
tion. ‘Jesuslovedandaccepted
others without approving ev-
erything they did. That’s our
position, too’ ... Warren, a
Southern Baptist ... says he
opposes abortion but can work
with his ‘good friend” Obama
on other issues, such as HIV
and AIDS prevention.”
[Driscoll, Gwendolyn. The Or-
ange County Register, Novem-
ber30,2006.] Notall conserva-
tive Christians disagreed with
Warren’sinvitationto Obama.
“Ibelieve Rick Warren is mak-
ing the right call by inviting
peoplelike Obamato be partof
the conversationon AIDS. We
already speak to ourselves as
evangelicals. It’stime to starta
dialogue in this country — and
around the world — with those
who may not agree with the
evangelical position, but who
arewillingtotalk about waysto
find solutions to the problems
we face. And if you haven’t
noticed, AIDS is one of the
biggest problems facing the

UNMSTACK THE RACKS AT JACKS

SUITS - 359 - 590 - 5135 - 5219

Buy 1 and GET 1 FREE

Sweaters and Casual Shirts

Jacks Mens Wear
3414 Proer 31 Bymme - next 1o Wendys

NOMNE HIGHER
Slacks & Jeans

1/2 PRICE
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MAY WE “FOREVER” REMEMBER THE
“WORKS” AND THE SACRIFICE OF LIFE
GIVEN BY MARTIN LUTHER KING SO
THAT WE COULD HAVE A BETTER LIFE.
WE THANK YOU MARTIN LUTHER KING.
LET US REMEMBER HIM BY VOTING,
EDUCATION, IMPROVEMENT, AND MAK-
ING A DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD.
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Church around the word today
... These are people — people
thatJesus died for—people who
are mothers, sons, daughters
and fathers — people like you
and me who need our compas-
sion and not our political in-
fighting.” [von Buseck, Craig.
ChurchWatch, November 30,
2006.]

Do Warrenand von Buseck
signal a new breed of right-
wing Christians who put the
compassioninthe ‘compassion-
ate conservatism’ President
George W. Bush campaigned
on six years ago?

“Just outside of St. Louis,
Missouri, Pastor Jeff Perry
leads the St. Louis Family
Church. Their motto is simple,
‘Honor God. Help People.’
Those words are displayed
behind the pulpit. They do.
Eighteen wheel trucks leave
regularly formthe church park-
ing lot to go to New Orleans
where rotating teams of people
work to rebuild. Across the
world his brother is helping re-
buildhomes in Sri Lanka. Dur-
ing the last campaign season
Pastor Perry closed his pulpit
to politicians and in so doing
made an important statement
about what matters most. This
movement is new and it is just
starting and there is a long way

to go. As N.T. Wright would
put it, the kingdom of God in-
volves God’s people putting
the world to rights, but it’s a
constant struggle both against
the various powers that be
AND against ourselves ...
Thatbeingsaid, onward Chris-
tiancompassion.” [Kuo, David.
“Inanity, Idiocy, and Real
Hope.” J-Walking, November
29,2006.]

Inhisarticle, Kuoalso talks
about the criticism waged and
against Warren and takes a
positionsimilarto von Buseck.
“Rick Warrenand his wife, Kay,
are leading like Jesus did,”
writes Kuo.

Further evidence that some
in the Christian Right may fi-
nally be on the right path was
evidenced in a 60 Minutes in-
terview of rock star Bono from
U2byEdBradley, July30,2006.
Asked how he gets support for
his projects, whichinclude pro-
viding AIDS medicationtoover
200,000 Africans, Bono said.
“It was probably that it would
be really wrong beating a sort
of left-wing drum, taking the
usual bleeding-heart-liberal
line.” Instead, he enlisted help
from those who had little in
commonwithhim. “Particularly
conservative Christians. I was
very angry that they were not

involved more in the AIDS
emergency.Iwassaying, ‘This
is the leprosy that we read
about in the New Testament,
you know. Christ hung out
with the lepers. Butyou’re ig-
noring the AIDS emergency.
How canyou?” And, youknow
they said, “Well, you’re right,
actually. We have been. And
we’re sorry. We’ll get in-
volved.” And they did.”

Rick Warren did and, like
Bono, he formed a coalition
with someone with whom he
had very little in common. Ap-
pearingon Larry King, Warren
probably further infuriated
some right-wing Christians by
saying that although he does
not support gay marriage and
has serious differences with
feminists, hewill work withboth
feminists and gays and lesbi-
ans to stop the spread of AIDS.
Now, that sounds like a stand
thatKingmighthavetakenhim-
selfhad he lived to see the 21%
Century —one of tolerance and
compassion.

Contact Geneva  at
Geneva@thetruthtoledo.com

EXFPO




