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January10-11
Mental Health and Recovery Services Board (MHRSB) of Lucas County: Two

Strategic Plan Community Focus Group sessions; Thursday at 5:30 pm; Friday at
10 am; 701 Adams Street, Suite 800: 419-213-4600

January 13
Third Pastoral Anniversary: Refuge Holy Tabernacle’s Pastor Marvin Crittenden

and Co-pastor Jori Crittenden; Pre anniversary at 4 pm; Guests Beulah Baptist
Pastor Ronald Taylor: 419-242-5505

January 19
Gcreations Black Bridal Vendors Networking Luncheon: Bethlehem Life Cen-

ter; 11:30 am; Guest speaker George Robinson – Toledo Regional Chamber of
Commerce: 419-346-5275 or gcreationsevents@yahoo.com

Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc: Toledo Chapter presents 23rd Annual Prayer
Breakfast; “Women Standing on the Power of Prayer;” 9:30 am; Gladieux Meadows

January 20
Third Pastoral Anniversary: Refuge Holy Tabernacle’s Pastor Marvin Crittenden

and Co-pastor Jori Crittenden; Toledo Interfaith Mass Choir; 6 pm: 419-242-5505

January 21
Northwest Ohio Black Media Association presents the Martin Luther King Jr.

Basketball Classic. Owens Community College, Student Health Activities Cen-
ter. 1:00 p.m. Scott Bulldogs vs. East Chicago Central HS (Defending Indiana Class
4A State Champs.) 3 p.m. Libby Cowboys (Defending Toledo City league Champs)
vs. Saginaw HS (Defending Michigan Class A State Champions.) 1-419-215-1087

2008 Dr. Martin Luther King Unity Celebration: UT Savage Hall; 9:30 am;
Community luncheon at 11 am; Sponsored by the City of Toledo and the Board of
Community Relations; Musical guests include the Clarence Smith Community
Choir, Lisa Hightower and Joyce Rush: 419-245-1565

25th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King “Oratorical” Contest: Sponsored by The
“Ghanaian” Foundation “Step Up, Toledo;” Civic Center Promenade Hall; 9 am to
3 pm; Open to students K-12; Senior High winner receives a $500 scholarship
award: 419-868-8396

January 26
24th Annual Conference for Aspiring Minority Youth: UT Student Union; 8:30

am to 1 pm; Keynote Speaker Byron Pitts of CBS National News; Breakout sessions
for students and parents start at 10:30 am: 419-530-3820

Gcreations 3rd Annual Black Bridal Expo: Civic Center Promenade – Erie Street
Market; Noon to 5 pm; Fashion show, vendors, renewal ceremony: 419-346-5275
or gcreationsevents@yahoo.com

January 27
Third Pastoral Anniversary: Refuge Holy Tabernacle’s Pastor Marvin Crittenden

and Co-pastor Jori Crittenden; 12:30 pm; Guest Apostle John Mills, pastor of Home
of Refuge for All People of Columbus: 419-242-5505

February 2
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 100th Anniversary Celebration: Bowling

Green State University; 11:30 am: www.zetaalphaomega.com

A Sojourner’s Truth Editorial

The power of prayer or a craven grab for power?
In the immediate aftermath of her vote last Wednesday that ensured a tie for City

Council president between incumbent Michael Ashford and challenger Mark Sobczak,
Councilwoman Lindsay Webb spoke of the fact that her vote was one of conscience
prompted by the considerable amount of time she had spent praying over the decision.

A day later, she had dropped the fa�ade of divine intervention and had admitted that
she had merely played the game better than the big boys.

Yes, she had lied, she admitted, in order to get the best of the long-time incumbents.
And, quickly, the newly-installed president of City Council, Sobczak, came to her

defense. She voted out of a sense of conviction, said the new president, and recently
promoted judge of what exactly constitutes a moral conscience, who had apparently
not heard that she had admitted to running a scam on her fellow Democrats.

Trouble is, Webb lied not only to her colleagues, she lied to everyone in sight –
supporters, constituents, fellow Democratic Party members, party leaders. The only
ones she apparently did not lie to were Sobczak and Mayor Carty Finkbeiner, both of
whom benefited from the big lie.

Finkbeiner was able to place his boy in a position that would make it easier for him
to obtain rubber stamp approval of his wishes. Sobczak got the job he has lusted after
since before he officially took his oath of office.

And if anyone out there thinks that young, Ms. Webb came up with this maneuver
and decided, on her own, to blatantly lie to her colleagues, her constituents, her party
members, then there is a patch of swamp land in Florida we would like to sell you.

In one sense, the vote was a thumbs down for Ashford by the mayor, Sobczak and
the building trades folks who managed to use Webb for their own purposes and she
was just na�ve enough to play into their game.

On the other hand, a lot of folks in the African-American community will perceive
that this has nothing to do with Ashford at all. A lot folks will see this deception of
Webb’s as another sign of disrespect towards that community, just another in a long
line of such disrespectful acts.

‘Yes, I can tell you whatever you want to hear, lie to your face, shake your hand …
and then do whatever the heck I want to do. Now what are you going to do about it?’

And then, of course, there’s the sense that many may have that politics is a dirty
business and the Webb deceit is just typical politics. So much for the audacity of hope,
eh?

                        *                *                  *              *

And while we’re on the subject of the audacity of hope, Barack Obama is on the verge
of an historic run for the Democratic Party nomination for president. His victory in Iowa
demonstrated that, defying expectations, he can pull in young voters (unlike Howard
Dean of four years ago who fell flat on his face when the young did not turn out for
him), he can turn out independents, he can get white voters to pull the lever for him
and he can overcome concerns about his perceived lack of experience on the national
stage.

Perhaps the most amazing aspect of the Iowa caucus numbers is that almost twice
as many turned out to caucus on the Democratic side than did four years ago. And
indications are that in New Hampshire, there will be a record turnout as well. Something
is happening out there, folks.

The incredible wave that Obama has been riding defines the word momentum in
politics. Just a few short months ago, Hillary Clinton looked to be the inevitable pick
for the nomination. Now she’s in the fight of her life. If indeed she loses, pundits will
line up to explain just what she did wrong and how she and her staff should have seen
signs of trouble.

The fact is, however, the Clinton staff has committed egregious errors, their
strategies have not been flawed. She, and they, have merely fallen prey to one of those
moments in politics that happen less than once in a generation.

It’s now on to South Carolina where about half of the voters on the Democratic side
are African-American. And African-Americans in South Carolina had to be shown that
Obama could indeed win over white voters before they, the black voters, would come
over to his side. Are they yet convinced?
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My View
By Jack Ford
The Truth’s Political
Columnist

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Commentary

   This Is How The Three
Round Fight Is Called … Lis-
ten In To The Ring An-
nouncer …Mark Sobczak:
“In this corner weighing in at
135 pounds and a lot of lip is
the challenger, Carty
Finkbeiner.

In this corner weighing in
at over 70,000 people and an
economic power clout of over
200 million dollars is the To-
ledo black community.”

Both fighters come out of
their respective corners and
meet the referee in the center
of the political ring.

Referee:  “I want a good
clean fight and no head butts
and no hits below the belt…
especially you, Carty.”   Carty
does a quick “who me” look
and grins for the cameras.

   “If there is a knock down,
go to your respective cor-
ners and wait for my instruc-
tions. Now touch gloves and
come out hammerin’.”

DING…DING…DING….
   ROUND ONE:  Carty

cautiously moves to his left
and feints a left jab at Michael

CARTY TO BLACK
COMMUNITY: GO AHEAD,
DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT!

Bell. Mike ducks the jab and
Carty hisses to him … “You
are just a King Kong in a dark
blue uniform!”

Bell smiles and grins a
toothy grin and says “yassa
boss” to Carty’s surprise.

The powers that be in
Columbus are satisfied at
Bell’s docility and they make
him the fire chief for the State
of Ohio

ROUND TWO:   Carty
pumps his feet in a rudimen-
tary Ali shuffle and throws a
haymaker at both Dwayne
Morehead and Perlean Grif-
fin. Both grunt and bend but
do not break. Carty moves in
and while the referee is dis-
tracted, Carty bites the ear of
Morehead and sucker
punches Griffin.  Both are
temporarily baffled but stay
afoot until the bell rings.

Carty grins at them and
calls it a fair fight. Both are
appealing the fight to

The Ohio Civil Rights
Commission which has juris-
diction over political fights.

ROUND THREE:  At the
bell, Michael Ashford comes
on like a Mike Tyson and
destroys the pious Carty ar-
guments about the $10,000.00
shower stall that Carty had
installed and then Michael
throws one-two combina-
tions about the $40,000.00
budget for Christmas lights
that Carty demanded to have
and when Michael throws a
right uppercut about Carty
not submitting a balanced
budget, Carty goes apoplec-
tic and runs to his corner and
unloads his secret weapon –

the giddy space queen incum-
bent Lindsay Webb who
double talks about being in

Ashford’s corner but
when Carty whispers some
sweet political nothings into
her ear, she swoons and kicks
Michael in his “political” fam-
ily jewels much to the delight
of Carty.

Scout, the dog, who is
Carty’s alter ego, barks ap-
provingly at the antics of his

neurotic boss and Lind-
say Webb while lapping out
of the corner water bucket.

The referee steps in and
stops the fight. The crowd is
going wild. They are hissing
and booing both Carty and
Lindsay (space queen) Webb
for fighting dirty but when
Carty gives them his crafted
Pepsodent smile … all is for-
given because the black com-
munity … why they just love
them some Carty!!

As soon as a sweaty Carty
leaves the ring, he is besieged
by many members of the local
Negro clergy who swoon,
gape and stand in awe of Carty
and beg for him to touch them
and come to their church on
Sunday where he can stand
tall in the saddle and have a
photo op with them.

Meanwhile the ring an-
nouncer gets the political
plum of becoming council
president when Carty slipped
him a few bills before the fight.

Who said black folks don’t
love a good, clean fight?

Lafe Tolliver, attorney

It looks as if the black
community is being
marginalized in Democratic
Party politics at every turn.
Now, Mike Ashford has
been dumped as president
of Toledo City Council.
While many are crying about
the perfidy shown by newly-
minted Councilwoman Lind-
say Webb, she was not the
real culprit. Nor was it the
mayor who orchestrated the
whole deal.

The real culprit is us. We,
the people. We let the few in
the Democratic Party
trample on us because there
is no fear of political retali-
ation by us. We have qui-
etly let person after person

be passed over, fired, ma-
ligned and put out to pas-
ture by a few greedy opera-
tives at the Party. Enough is
enough.

As I look to the future, I
always felt that both the
school levy and the � tax
levy would be tough sled-
ding. It may be even tougher
now. The last time, the �
levy passed by just a few
thousand votes. The black
community really sup-
ported the levy as usual.
One of these days, the
spigot from the black pre-
cincts will shut off.

Maybe you have heard
of Black & Veatch. This is
the large corporation doing
much of the sewer overhaul
for the city. When I became
mayor, I stopped the con-
tract that Carty Finkbeiner
had negotiated because it
failed to have an affirmative
action clause in it.

Now the contract is up
for extension and the new
contract has no affirmative
action language in it, even
though the Black & Veatch
bid is allegedly $2 million
over other bids. The rule
with Black & Veatch is that
they will line up to the con-
tract and go no further.

If there is no affirmative

action clause, minority par-
ticipation in the next $250
million phase will be zilch.
Do you see a pattern here?
Black folks pay for levies of
all kinds but get severed
when it comes to contracts
and jobs.

We are famous for telling
our young to stay in Toledo
and make their homes here.
Why should they if black
leaders are routinely deni-
grated and described as be-
ing second rate compared
to white politicians and
young entrepreneurs are
kept out of the money loop?

Black Toledoans have no
need to support an oligar-
chy which closes them out
of power at every turn …
Eugene Sanders, Wilma
Brown, Mike Ashford,
Perlean Griffin,  Gary
Daugherty, Mike Bell, Rob
Gilchrist and so on and so
forth. Make no mistake, the
loss of Ashford as council
president is significant.

On another note, Steve
Stivers is a state senator
down near the Columbus
area. I received a Christmas
card from him even though
I do not know him and I
belong to the other party.
Might he be thinking of a
statewide run? For Secre-

tary of State? To gain con-
trol of the apportionment
board? Hmmmm!

Matt Szollosi, state rep-
resentative on the eastside,
is quietly doing his thing on
behalf of the House Demo-
crats. He is raising lots of
money and traveling all
over. Could we see a Speaker
Szollosi before we see a
Mayor Szollosi? I remember
both Matt and Frank as
young kids playing basket-
ball in the yard when I
worked on their mother’s
campaign for Auditor in
1990, 18 years ago.

Watch out for Darlene
Dunn, Sylvania Township
attorney and the Democratic
candidate for state repre-
sentative, against Barbara
Sears, Republican and for-
merly long time council-
woman in Sylvania.

Contact Jack Ford at
jack@thetruthtoledo.com

 Beware Of “Kwanzaa”
As an African-American child growing up in Detroit,

Michigan in the 1960’s I have no memories or recollec-
tions of Kwanzaa ever being celebrated or recognized
as a cultural event for African-Americans. In speaking
with my parents, aunts, uncles, friends and anyone
born before 1960, they have no recollection of Kwanzaa
being celebrated either. Somehow over the past 15-20
years Kwanzaa has been portrayed as an African-
American tradition.

There is a reason why I along with many African-
Americans don’t recognize Kwanzaa – it didn’t exist
prior to 1966. In fact the Kwanzaa’s tradition was made
up by its founder Ron Karenga (Everett), a non Chris-
tian. According to internet sources, Kwanzaa began on
December 26, 1966 when Ron Everett aka (Ron Karenga)
and his family and friends initiated the tradition of
Kwanzaa in a ceremony lighting of candles.

The positioning of Kwanzaa in proximity of the
Christmas Holiday is very interesting. Soon after Christ-
mas, a day in which Christians recognize the birth of
Jesus Christ, Kwanzaa’s holiday starts. The proximity
of Kwanzaa to Christmas is the founder’s attempt to
present Kwanzaa as a religious event/religion for Afri-
can-Americans in substitution of Christmas and Chris-
tianity. Kwanzaa was meant to be an alternative to
(Christianity) Christmas for African-Americans who
rejected Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Kwanzaa
tradition embraces its own doctrine of spiritual prin-

(Continued on Page 7)
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By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

According to newly-sworn
in Toledo City Councilwoman
Lindsay Webb, she prayed
over and over again about her
decision to support Council-
man Mark Sobczak for presi-
dent of City Council. Appar-
ently the Lord works in myste-
rious ways because after that
extensive, and extended, prayer
session, Webb proceeded to
dodge the truth repeatedly in
conversations with a variety
of party members and fellow
council members about her all-
important decision.

“She looked us in the eye,
shook our hands and said she
would support [Councilman
Michael] Ashford,” said a livid
Councilman Frank Szollosi of a
meeting he, Ashford and Coun-
cilman Joe McNamara had held
with Webb 90 minutes prior to
the general session.

As a result, Ashford was
ousted from the post he had
gained just a few months ago
and, once again, the Lucas
County Democratic Party
looked impotent and foolish as
Sobczak and Webb joined the
Republican caucus to move a
fellow Democrat out of the top
position in the city’s legisla-
tive body.

The council session to un-
dertake the start-of-the-term
organization began with a call
for nominations and only the
names of Ashford and Sobczak
were placed into consideration.
But before the roll could be
taken, Councilman D. Michael
Collins moved to have the two
nominees address their col-
leagues and the public on two
questions: what their qualifi-
cations were and what their
goals and objectives were.

Then ensued some legisla-
tive squabbling about how and
why such speeches could be
accomplished. In the event,
Ashford proceeded with his
address and spoke of his
achievements, particularly that
as council president in mini-
mizing the contentiousness so
prevalent among the members
and that as a candidate of win-
ning re-election with 73 per-
cent of the vote.

Ashford promised to focus
on safety, affordable housing,
repairing streets and curbs and
job creation.

Sobczak spoke of his skills
as a negotiator honed during
the course of his career as a
Teamsters official and prom-
ised to re-instate a council re-
treat, to bring transparency to
the process of appointing com-
mittee chairmanships and to
improve communication.

When the roll was taken,
Ashford, Szollosi, McNamara,
Phil Copeland, Mike Craig and
Wilma Brown voted for
Ashford. Sobczak, Collins,
Webb, George Sarantou, Betty
Shultz and Tom Waniewski
voted for Sobczak. Sarantou,

What A Tangled WEBB We Weave … “Who Is Ever Going
to Trust Her Again”

Shultz and Waniewski are Re-
publicans, Collins is an inde-
pendent and all the other nine
council members are Demo-
crats.

It was then time for Mayor
Carty Finkbeiner to cast the
deciding vote to break the 6 to
6 tie. Finkbeiner announced
that he would speak with the
two candidates in his office for
15 minutes, a puzzling decision
to some because Sobczak has
backed the mayor
unhesitatingly for most of his
tenure and Ashford has battled
Finkbeiner at virtually every
opportunity. Nevertheless, the
drama played out.

to George Hillard, precinct per-
son, ward chairman and mem-
ber of the executive committee
of the Lucas County Demo-
cratic Party and assured Hillard,
he told The Truth, that Ashford
had her support.

“I’m highly disappointed,”
said Hillard, “that she lied to
me.” Hillard was not alone in
his disappointment.

Webb called Ron
Rothenbuhler, chairman of the
Democratic Party, on Tuesday
evening at about 8:30 to talk
about her decision.

“I had asked everyone to
make a decision and not look
like fools like we did six months

leagues but she declined, ini-
tially, to comment on Szollosi’s
observation that she had lied
to the group. She spoke in-
stead of the difficulty she had
faced in recent days.

“I have struggled with my
decision,” said Webb. “I did
not make it lightly. I was physi-
cally ill last night. But I hope my
Democratic colleagues will re-
alize in time that I had the best
interests of the city at heart.”

Such realization did not ap-
pear to be on the immediate
horizon. Several Democratic
Party elected officials voiced
their fear that a return to the
highly contentious days of the
A and B team split was inevi-
table in the wake of
Wednesday’s vote and
Webb’s deceit.

And as Wednesday’s ses-
sion ended, observers were
faced with two questions about
what had occurred during the
day’s time gaps – the first gap
being the 90 minutes between
the Webb/Ashford support-
ers meeting and the vote and
the second being the 15 min-
utes – that stretched in almost
an hour – during which the
mayor interviewed the two pro-
spective candidates.

For his part, Ashford told
this paper later, explaining the

second gap, he could not come
to terms with the mayor.

“Why am I here?” Ashford
said he asked Finkbeiner at the
onset of their conversation.
“You haven’t had a conversa-
tion with me since ’06 and you
know where Sobczak stands.”

But, Finkbeiner, said
Ashford, wanted to review
once more the four hot button
issues that would take so much
of council’s time over the next
few months: the � tax levy, the
$4.8 million garbage fee, the
method of moving cases from
the city courts to the county
by booking suspects on state
charges and lowering the op-
erating costs for the municipal
courts.

Ashford told the mayor that
he could only support him on
the � levy.

“As I was going out the
door, I repeated ‘I’m going to
fight you on the garbage fee,’”
said Ashford. The councilman
also repeated his warning to
the mayor that the county was
going to move the court costs
back to the city by billing the
city for emergency services and
would go to court, if neces-
sary, in order to win.

“I disagreed with him on
three out of four and the meet-
ing was to confirm his overall

opinion,” said Ashford.
As for his take on the Webb

flip-flop, Ashford was less than
surprised.

“I never believed Lindsay,”
said Ashford of her promise to
support him. “I told Craig that
‘the building trades are going
to come in at the 25th hour and
put too much pressure on her.
I don’t trust her. Sobczak is her
mentor.’ That’s what happens
in politics.”

The 90-minute gap during
which Webb completed her
turnabout was finally ex-
plained by the end of the week.
She admitted that the promises
of support for Ashford were a
ploy to impact the proceed-
ings in a manner that would
bring about the desired result
of forcing a tie. That’s how the
game is played, concluded the
new councilwoman.

However, not everyone
who observed Wednesday’s
events was quite so resigned
to the notion that “anything
goes” in politics.

Growled one irate and
highly-placed official in the
Democratic Party of Webb’s
actions: “Who is ever going to
trust her again … on either
side?”

After about 45 minutes, the
mayor re-assumed his seat on
the dais and after a bit of squab-
bling with McNamara, who
urged Finkbeiner to simply cast
his vote rather than take the
time to make a speech … made
a speech.

“We need to work as
closely as possible and put
aside politics and focus on citi-
zens’ issues,” said Finkbeiner
thanking the two candidates
for their “honesty and can-
dor.” Casting his vote for
Sobczak, the mayor thanked
Ashford “for his tour of duty
which has been commend-
able.”

Apparently, that tour of
duty was not really commend-
able enough in the eyes of the
mayor who earlier in the week
penned a letter castigating
Ashford for his lack of leader-
ship, especially with respect to
the 2008 budget proposal.

“Mike, are your critics right
that you are not ready to be
Council President?” wrote
Finkbeiner in that missive. “You
can’t be reached when needed,
you miss meetings in my office
that you have agreed to at-
tend, and you don’t return calls
… You have shown little lead-
ership on a very important is-
sue to the City – the 2008 bud-
get.”

The letter was circulated to
council members on Monday,
December 31 but there was no
indication from Webb on
Wednesday whether it played
any part in her decision to cast
a vote for Ashford.

Indeed there had been little
indication from many who had
spoken with Webb in preced-
ing days, and on the day of the
vote, that she intended to do
anything but vote for Ashford.

On Monday, December 31,
Webb returned a telephone call

ago,” said Rothenbuhler of his
advice to his party’s council-
men. “She said, ‘yes, I’m going
to support Ashford, I don’t
think Mark Sobczak has the
votes.’ I’m highly disappointed
she could not have told me the
truth.”

And on Wednesday morn-
ing, the morning of the vote,
Webb spoke with George
Davis, Jr., former chief steward
for the local UAW, now re-
tired, and former vice chairman
of the Democratic Party. Webb
assured Davis, he said, that
“everything was going to be
all right.” Davis and Webb had
conferred on several occa-
sions prior to this last call and
she had repeatedly suggested
to him that Ashford had her
vote.

“Your word is all you’ve
got,” said Davis on the morn-
ing after the vote. “In my opin-
ion, it seems to me that these
people don’t want to see black
people in positions of power,
we’re going backwards in this
town. It just doesn’t make
sense.”

Then came the meeting just
prior to the vote that Webb
held with her three colleagues
– Ashford, McNamara and
Szollosi – during which she
iterated her support for
Ashford.

“She gave us her word,”
said Szollosi. “It’s breathtak-
ing.”

Szollosi was doubly upset
that the last minute reassur-
ance had prevented his group
from coming up with a plan B –
perhaps placing a third
candidate’s name in nomina-
tion in order to avoid the tie
and making unnecessary the
mayor’s intervention.

For her part, Webb did not
deny that she had indeed given
her word to her three col-

Councilwoman Webb (in suit) explains her vote to
Rev. John Roberts of Indiana Avenue Baptist
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CAREER

THAT WILL TAKE YOU TO NEW

HEIGHTS?

The Toledo Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, as Equal Opportunity Employer, 
is seeking candidates like you, men and 

Paramedic. Interest cards are now being 
accepted. Must be between the ages of  
18 & 34 and have a high school diplo-
ma or GED at time of  written test.

For more information

2201 Ottawa parkway, Toledo, OH 43606 or 
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Visit our website at:
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By Artisha S. Lawson
Sojourner’s Truth Re-
porter

January 1908 presented
several historical moments
for American history – Janu-
ary 1 was the first time the
New Year’s ball  was
dropped in Times Square,
then on January 12, the first
telephone long-distance
message was received from
the Eiffle Tower. And on
January 15, 1908, the forma-
tion of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. marked a page
in African-American his-
tory.

Just two years earlier, Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc., the first African-Ameri-
can fraternity, was orga-
nized in New York City.
However, miles away dur-
ing the spring semester of
1907 at Howard University,
sorority founder Ethol
Hedgeman Lyle began work-
ing on the AKA idea with
university faculty member
Ethel Robinson. Hedgeman
Lyle was also inspired by
her future husband and Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity
Inc. member George Lyle,

who was one of the charter-
ing members of Beta Chap-
ter at Howard University.

The sorority acknowl-
edges their founders by
naming them “The Twenty
Pearls,” which includes the
original group of 1908: Anna
Easter Brown, Beulah Eliza-
beth Burke, Lillie Burke,
Marjorie Hill, Margaret
Flagg Holmes, Ethel
Hedgeman Lyle, Lavinia
Norman, Lucy Diggs Slowe
and Marie Woolfolk Tay-
lor; the sophomore group of
1910: Norma Elizabeth Boyd,
Ethel Jones Mowbray, Alice
P. Murray, Sarah
Meriweather Nutter, Joanna
Mary Berry Shields, Carrie
Snowden and Harriet
Josephine Terry and the in-
corporators:  Nellie M.
Quander, Norma Elizabeth
Boyd, Julia Evangeline
Brooks, Ethel Jones
Mowbray, Nellie Pratt
Russell and Minnie B. Smith.

Throughout the decades
AKA has played an impor-
tant role in various move-
ments such as the 1913
Women’s Suffragette
March, the exposing of ra-
cial injustice in the form of

lynching, assisting the
Travelers Aid Society to
help black southerners mi-
grate north, participating in
tutoring and donating books
while participating in the
Mississippi Health Project.

Following World War II
the sorority assisted with
the post war reconstruction,
joined the American Coun-

cil of Human Rights and Na-
tional Health Office in 1950
to assist in fight for civil
rights, formed the Cleveland
Job Corps, started Leader-
ship Fellows programs – an
educational and hands-on
experience for college stu-
dents and began first Ivy
AKAdemy in South Africa
in 1980.

They have continued to
serve mankind through vari-
ous art programs, scholar-
ship opportunities, senior
outreach, receiving local
and national awards, par-
ticipating in local and na-
tional positive causes, and
organizing youth oriented
activities.

A sorority organized in

1908 when most women had
no rights – especially black
women – has grown from
just The Twenty Pearls to
over 200,000 women divided
among 950 chapters
throughout the world.

In years to come, other
African-American leaders
would take direction from
Alpha Phi Alpha and Alpha
Kappa Alpha by chartering
seven black Greek-letter or-
ganizations to serve the
community. Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity, Inc. and
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc., were founded in 1911;
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc., was founded in 1913;
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
Inc., was founded in 1914;
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc.,
was founded in 1920; Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority Inc.,
was founded in 1922; Iota
Phi Theta Fraternity Inc.,
was founded in 1963.

These same organiza-
tions began to unite on May
10, 1930 when Omega Psi
Phi, Kappa Alpha Psi, Al-
pha Kappa Alpha, Delta
Sigma Theta and Zeta Phi
Beta formed the National
Pan-Hellenic Council or
NPHC.  The remaining orga-
nizations joined later – Al-
pha Phi Alpha and Phi Beta
Sigma in 1931, Sigma Gamma
Rho in 1937 and Iota Phi
Theta in 1996 to gain the
nickname “Divine Nine.”

Locally, the ladies of
Toledo’s three chapters:
Zeta Alpha Omega Chap-
ter, Alpha Lambda Chapter
of The University of Toledo
and Iota Iota Chapter of
Bowling Green State Uni-
versity work in various com-
munity programs and
fundraisers.

Julia Holt, long-time so-
rority member and Zeta Al-
pha Omega Chapter’s im-
mediate past president, who
pledged at a southern
school says that AKA will

be around for years to come.
“I saw Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Inc., as a symbol of
the finest leadership and ex-
ample for young women.
Closing out this century and
looking to the next 10 years,
I see Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Inc., expanding its
service projects; continuing
its embracing and
partnering with other orga-
nizations, businesses and
corporations to enlarge its
service to mankind.”

Toledo’s link to AKA be-
gan in 1928 with the charter
of Alpha Lambda Chapter at
The University of Toledo.
This undergraduate chap-
ter was the first African-
American Greek-letter so-
rority established in Toledo.
The chapter’s service
projects include hosting
plays and concerts, provid-
ing scholarships to local
high school seniors and
working with local causes:
Kidney Foundation Lollipop
Drive, Ronald McDonald
House, and Sickle Cell
Awareness.

In recognition for their
accomplishments, the chap-
ter has received several
awards on various levels.
The chapter, in conjunction
with UT, was recognized by
AKA’s International Presi-
dent Barbara McKinzie,
Ph.D, as the Great Lakes beta
site for Undergraduate Sig-
nature Program: Economics,
Educational Advancement
through Technology. The
program’s goal is to estab-
lish a unique model program
to utilize the leadership and

technology skills of under-
graduate members and vari-
ous other community
groups. They have also been
recognized by service orga-
nizations such as the Ameri-
can Red Cross, the NAACP,
the Ronald McDonald
House and the Kidney
Foundation.

Just 24 years after the
undergraduate chapter was
formed, the Zeta Alpha
Omega Chapter was char-
tered on April 25, 1952. The
chapter works with actively
with Alpha Lambda and Iota
Iota in such annual events
including: Founders’ Day

celebrations, and Ebony
Fashion Fair. Three area so-
rority members chartered
this chapter and have
proudly hosted several
events including: stage-
show productions, card
party raffles, fashion shows
and AKA-Rama pageants
and Ebony Fashion Fair.

Just one year following
the charter of Zeta Alpha
Omega, sorority member
Elinor Allen was initiated
December 6, 1953 during a
Great Lakes Regional Initia-
tion for Wayne State Uni-
versity. Along with Allen,
then National President
Beulah Whitby conducted
the combined ceremony for
members in Ohio, Michigan,
New York, Pennsylvania
and West Virginia. How-
ever, prior to that personal
milestone, Allen was in-
spired by her teacher and
future sorority sister. “My
sixth-grade teacher at
Gunckel School, Mrs. Ruby
Peoples, was the first black
teacher I knew with a
master’s degree. She and her
sister, Ms. Hannah Harris,
both were charter members
of Alpha Lambda Chapter.
These women were my role
models; I wanted to be like
them.”

On March 15, 1975 Iota
Iota Chapter, the final local
AKA chapter, was char-
tered at Bowling Green State
University. Ann C. Battles,
the 20th Great Lakes Regional
Director is currently a mem-
ber of Zeta Alpha Omega,
also served as the chapter’s
first advisor. In its 32-year

history, they have received
Gwendolyn Gholston
Award for music and have
participated in several local
causes including: Memory
Walk for Alzheimer Disease,
Bowling for Kids and It
Takes a Village School
Project.

Since the mid-1920s, the
three combined area chap-
ters have raised over
$160,000 to support their
scholarship programs.
Along with their scholarship
efforts, the chapter mirrors
their national programs,

First African-American Sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. Celebrates 100 years of Service

(Continued on Page 16)
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City of Toledo
Department of Neighborhoods

Division of Recreation
2201 Ottawa Parkway, Toledo, OH 43606

Phone:  419.936.2877          Fax:  419.936.2904

l  Date: February 9th & 10th

l  Time:  TBD         l  Location:  Scott Park Complex

WILL PLAY THRU MOST WEATHER CONDITIONS

o YES! We want to play in the City of Toledo Snowball Tournament on Feb 9-10   

at Scott Park. Enclosed is our entry fee of $75 and our completed entry form.

We are a: o  MENS o  CO-ED

Ottawa Park Ice Rink

Daily Ice Conditions Call 419.936.2997

Rental Information Call 419.245.3388

Please visit us at: www.toledo.oh.gov or www.leaguelineup.com/cot

By Vickie Shurelds
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

“We have done these
busts thousands of times; lit-
erally thousands of times, not
hundreds.  We take every
precaution, we train and plan
before we go in, and we have
been successful time after
time.” That quote is from Lima
Police Chief Greg Garlock
given at a press conference
called by his office following
the death of Tarika Wilson
and the injury of her son,
Sincere, during the high-risk
service of a search warrant
last weekend.

“Thousands” of break-ins
conducted by the Lima PACE
Unit and SWAT teams that
resulted in the apprehension
of their suspect – but this
time, something has gone
terribly wrong.

The press release to the
media on Saturday morning
read: “At approximately 8:15
p.m. on Friday, January 4th,
the Lima Police Department
Tactical Team conducted a
high risk search warrant at
218 East Third Street. During
the performance of the war-

The Lima Third Street Tragedy: The Death of Tarika
Wilson

rant, Tarika Wilson, age 26,
and her young child were in-
jured. The injury to Tarika
Wilson was fatal.  Her young
child was Life Flighted to
Children’s Hospital in Colum-
bus and is in stable condi-
tion. The search warrant re-
sulted from a long term inves-
tigation of Anthony Terry
age 31. He was arrested in the
residence and has been
charged with Suspicion of
Possession of Crack Cocaine
and is being held at the Allen
County Jail. Marijuana and
crack cocaine were recovered
from the residence. The fatal
injury to Tarika Wilson and
the injury to her child resulted
from a member of the Tactical
Team. Assistance from the
Ohio Bureau of Criminal Iden-
tification and Investigation
was requested and received.
A formal news conference will
be held at the Lima Police
Department today (January
5th) at 1:00 p.m.”

Details surrounding the
“performance of the warrant”
are sketchy at best. Because
the investigation was turned
over to the State of Ohio, the
Lima Police Department was

no longer in a position to
answer specific questions or
respond to certain requests.
They could divulge informa-
tion regarding the victims and
the targeted subject, but not
about the officer or any of the
actions of the Police Depart-
ment:

1. Tarika Wilson had
recently been released from
prison

2. Anthony Terry had
demonstrated aggression
toward the Police in an inci-
dent 12 years ago

3. There were two pit
bulls in the house that had
been shot as well; one sur-
vived, one did not

4. Marijuana and
crack cocaine were recovered
from the residence.

The Chief would only say
the officer who was ‘directly
involved’ had been placed
on administrative leave. He
went on to say that an inci-
dent such as this has an af-
fect on their department as
well; no one wants this to be
the result of the performance
of their duties.  That person
would remain on administra-

tive leave until the investiga-
tion conducted by the Attor-
ney General’s office was com-
plete.

Reporters asked a barrage
of questions. “Did the police
know there were children in
the house?” (Six of them, in
fact.) The chief said they were
aware of the people who lived
in the home. “There were toys
in the yard and on the porch,
it was apparent there were
children in the home.”

On the night of January 4,
police say they prepared ac-
cording to their training pro-
cedures to enter the home.
Because of the children, their
“distracting devices” were
thrown outside the home –
not inside as they usually do.

Here begins the di-
chotomy in the story. Because
of the investigation, the Lima
Police Department cannot
release specifics. Brenda
Johnson, executive director
of the Cheryl Allen Southside
Community Center says An-
thony Terry was appre-
hended immediately and
taken from the home and
placed in a police cruiser.

“They had the target of
the warrant,” says Johnson.
“The police had Anthony
Terry, so why would they go
back in the house? They al-
ready knew who lived there
and that all they would find
would be a young mother,
her six children and two dogs.
Knowing that, why would
you begin to shoot in the
house? Why would you go
up the stairs?”

When neighbors alerted
Tarika Wilson’s family, they
came to her home, but were
stonewalled for hours while
police secured the scene.
Vickie Johnson is Tarika’s
aunt.  She says the police
were rude and displayed no
sense of compassion. “You
don’t tell a woman whose child
is in a house surrounded by
police after guns have been

fired, to shut up, or move
back or you’ll be tazed,” says
Vickie Johnson. “That was
her baby in the house, and
her grandbabies. She wanted
to know if her daughter was
in the house and they told her
to shut up.”

No one in authority spoke
to the family for four hours.

They were waiting for a
search warrant that would
allow them to re-enter the
house after the Tactical Team
left. And they had made the
call to the state. They were
also waiting for them to arrive
to begin to process the site.

Finally, the family was told
of the death. At the impact of
the words from Chief Garlock,
Tarika Wilson’s mother,
Darla Jennings, fell to the
ground.

Nothing else was said
until a press conference was
held at the Lima Police De-
partment on Saturday at 1:00
p.m.

Chief Greg Garlock ad-
dressed the media in somber
tones, read the press release
then a briefing on the status
of Sincere Wilson. “He’s in
stable condition and his inju-
ries are not life threatening”.

When asked where the
children had been taken dur-
ing the time after the shoot-
ing until relatives arrived to
retrieve them. “They were
here. When I arrived, they
were playing in the hallway.

They were fine, and one of
the officers was talking with
them.”

A reporter asked: “You
spoke to the children without
an adult present?”  He an-
swered, “Not about the case.
Just talking to keep their
minds occupied.”

The Chief also said he

stood by the officers who
made the decisions regard-
ing the raid.   “Obviously,
first of all, this is such a sor-
rowful situation that has cre-
ated for us a lot of concern;
both from the standpoint of
the victims involved in this
incident as well as the offic-
ers that were involved. We
have victims on both sides of
this issue, if you will.  Be-
cause of the fact, frankly, we
know the community would
want to see an objective look
be put forth on this we’ve
asked for the Attorney
General’s Bureau of Identifi-
cation  and Investigation
Office to come in which they
did last night, and begin to
process the scene of this in-
cident as well as interview
those involved. We’ve in
essence turned this investi-
gation over to them with the
intent of assisting them in
any way we can. We’ll let
them look at the facts and
we’ll see where they take us.”

Former SWAT Com-
mander Richard Shade said
raiding a home with children

Join Tyus tours & travel to see
The Cleveland Cavaliers!

Sunday, February 10th, 2008
Cleveland Cavaliers

vs
Denver Nuggets

priced from
$80 per person

Tip Off 1:00pm

Don’t miss your chance to see the 2007
Eastern Conference Champions!

 A $40 deposit per person will
reserve your seat.

Don’t delay order today!
Final payment due
January 25th, 2008.

For more information call George Rios, 419-260-1647 or
call 866-547-5362.

register at www.tyustours.com or e-mail at
travel@tyustours.com

or to order; mail toTyus tours & travel, Attn: Ricky Tyus
 5773 Emporium Square, Columbus, Ohio 43231

*Price does not include a fuel supplement charge of $5 per
person. To be paid day of travel.



When I was a child the senior choir would sing this song:

                                  

     Today, I also understand this quote by former President 

Jimmy Carter: “I have one life and one chance to make it 

count for something... I’m free to choose what that some-

thing is, and the something I’ve chosen is my faith. 

     Now my faith goes beyond theology and religion and 

requires considerable work and effort. My faith demands, 

- this is not optional - that I do whatever I can, wherever I 

can, wherever I am, whenever I can, for as long as I can, 

with whatever I have to try to make a difference.”

Be encouraged to embrace your faith in “2008”. 
Remember we have come to far to turn around.

ncoraged@hotmail.com
Brenda McFall

Faith quotes by Jone Johnson Lewis

Brenda McFall Lyrics that are so true today.

“We’ve come this far by Faith
Leaning on the Lord
Trusting in his Holy word
He’s never failed me yet
Oh, Oh, Oh can’t turn around
We’ve come this far by faith.”

Fairview
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

4420 South Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43615

Phone: 419-531-4201   Fax: 419-531-3607

Fairview Skilled

Long Term Care 

Short Term Care 

Respite Care 

•

•

•

Hospice

Rehabilitation

Therapy

•

•

•

in it is not unusual. “People
need to understand that this
is a risk they take when they
allow someone to sell drugs
in their home and they have
children.”

Lima Mayor David Berger
was present at the press con-
ference. “I think it’s very im-
portant to express on behalf
of the community our real
sorrow at what has transpired
here. Obviously, for Ms.
Wilson’s family, our heart
goes out to them; both for her
death and for the injury to the
child. Also, from the stand-
point of the police depart-
ment and the officers in-
volved, this is an incredibly
upsetting circumstance. It is
truly is a circumstance that
no one ever wants to see
happen; the officer’s are in-
cluded in that. They train very
hard in order to be prepared,
but in this instance, some-
thing went wrong. Right now,
the process that is underway
is one I really do believe was
the right decision by the chief
to bring in BCI, a third party
will conduct the investiga-
tion going forward, we need
to allow that investigation to
go forward, all the facts be
determined. Then based on
the facts decisions will be
made at this point I think it’s
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The Lima Third Street Tragedy: The Death of Tarika
Wilson
(Continued from Page 6)

ciples and development.
In submitting to the principles of Kwanzaa, as Afri-

can-American Christians we are saying “Christ isn’t
sufficient; Christ isn’t our redeemer and we need help
from Kwanzaa or Ron Everett.” The Apostle Paul writes:
“if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come.” In other words it is Christ who
transforms and sanctifies Christians, for Christians there
is nothing that Kwanzaa can give us, we are made
complete in Christ. �Operation Re-Seed Christian Min-
istries.

                        Reverend Ken Earl Rupert 

certainly a matter of recog-
nizing that what’s occurred
it’s a horrible incident that we
now want to sort out and then
ultimately review what our
options are at that time.”

Meanwhile, across town

concerned residents and the
victim’s family gathered at
the Cheryl Allen Southside
Community Center to orga-
nize thoughts and actions and
express their outrage in an
environment away from the
eyes of the media.

Reverend Arnold Manley
took the lead of the discus-
sion explaining the impor-
tance of working within the
system while monitoring the
investigation to make sure
things are not “swept under
the rug”

Reverend B. Lamont
Monfort encouraged the
crowd of nearly 150 to think.
“We have to be clear think-
ing and not be a distraction to
the process. You can only
win if you think beyond your
anger. Our first priority has to
be this family. We have to
make sure they are taken care
of and that their needs are

 Beware Of “Kwanzaa”
(Continued from Page 3)

being met.”
The decision was made to

gather again at 4:30 that day
to hold a candlelight vigil in
honor of Tarika Wilson. They
would march in peace to de-
mand the answers as to why

this incident became a death
sentence for a 26 year old
mother of six.

Part 2
“Truth and justice ... truth

and justice … truth and jus-
tice.”

The words rang out from
the crowd of close to 200 that
gathered just next to the yel-
low tape indicating a police
investigation at 218 East
Third Street.

Reverend Arnold Manley
addressed the crowd after
marching with over 100 com-
munity members from the
Cheryl Allen Southside Com-
munity Center to the house
of Tarika Wilson.

Less than 16 hours had
passed since the Lima Police
Department’s Tactical Team
had stormed the home, armed
with a high-risk search war-
rant in pursuit of Anthony
Terry.  Terry had been the
target of a long-term investi-
gation and, according to
former SWAT Commander
Richard Shade, “There is no
doubt he was selling drugs
out of that house.”  Shade is
now a major in the Lima Police
Department. “People need to
understand this is the risk
you take when you allow
someone to sell drugs in your
home.”

As members of the com-
munity gathered for the vigil,
they began putting stuffed
animals on the fence – police
tape and a cruiser parked in
front of the home 24 hours a
day prevented any closer
contact. They later began to
throw the toys on to the porch
as tempers began to rise in
the reaction to the incident.

“We want answers. And
we want them very soon,”
says Rev. Manley. “There is
a time for all things; it is now

time for truth and justice.”
Within the crowd, people

began to tell stories of Tarika
Wilson. “She was a good
mother who loved her kids,
and she was going to start
school on Monday so she
could begin to make a better
life,” said one mourner.

“They killed her. Shot her
down like a dog,” said an-
other.

Every time the crowd be-
gan to feed on its own hurt,
anger and sorrow, it was qui-
eted by a request for respect
and control in honor of the
victim.

“We don’t care what they
say, we want to know what
happened, and we want to
know who shot Tarika and
we want to know why that
person isn’t in jail. Why is he
on vacation? A vacation we
as tax payers are paying for?”
asked Manley. He continued
by saying the vigil was a
promise to Tarika Wilson and
her family, including her chil-

dren, that this would not be-
come one of the unsolved
deaths in Lima, Ohio.

Michael Alexander Sand-
ers died while in custody of
the Allen County Jail on Feb-
ruary 28, 2007. The black com-
munity and their families still
await information on two other
deaths as well. His sister
Demetria Sanders said her
family wants to know what
happened. Nearly a year has
passed with no information.

She has returned to the
area to care for the children
her brother left behind.  “Chief
Garlock, I want you to know
that my mother is a strong,
black woman whom I’ve only
seen cry three times in my life

until February 28, 2007. After
that day, she cries every day
because of what happened
to her son at the hands of law
enforcement in Lima, Ohio.”

“There were babies in the
house! Six children! Oh, my
God! Why would you shoot
in a house with children in it?
You never know what could
happen when children are
involved. What about proce-
dures – you said your offic-
ers are well trained – every
job I’ve always been on they
always say ‘Safety First.’”

Michael Little says the
police have to be held ac-
countable for their actions
because it’s their job to know
what they would encounter
when they enter a home.

Thirteen-month old Sin-
cere Wilson continues to be
cared for by Columbus
Children’s Hospital where he
was life flighted after being
shot in the shoulder and hand.
One of his fingers was shot
off and he has undergone two

bouts of surgery. Doctor’s
have said he is too young to
know how extensive the dam-
age could be to his arm. It is
possible he may not have full
usage.

Brenda Johnson is the ex-
ecutive director of the Cheryl
Allen Southside Community
Center, she vows to not let
anyone rest until the truth is
told. “We are going to orga-
nize and mobilize and we will
not stop until we get some
answers,” says Johnson.
“The police were here on a
warrant to search for drugs.
Chief Garlock said today on
television that they found
marijuana and crack cocaine
in the house, but last night
when we asked about the man
who was arrested an officer

told us, ‘he’s in booking, but
we’re going to have to let him
go because we didn’t find
anything.’

“So what is the truth? Any
other time, when they make a
bust they lay all they’ve found
out on the table so we can see
it. Drugs, money, guns…
where are they? Show us
what you found! I don’t be-
lieve there were drugs in that
house, and we’re going to
find out the truth.” Johnson
vows to hold a march every
Saturday until the investiga-
tion is completed.

Newspaper coverage from
mainstream media ran infor-
mation on a former drug
charge involving Tarika Wil-
son, and revealed that the
rental property was owned
by City Councilman Derry
Glenn.

“I’m hurt behind that,”
responds Glenn, “She was
getting her life together, a
young mother making plans
to take care of her children.
Now she’s dead. And my
family is hurt because my
name is being dragged
through the mud and across
the front pages. I’ve known
of homes owned by other
councilmen, even by police
officers that have been
busted, but their names were
not in the papers. But, that’s
OK. During my tenure of eight
years on Lima City Council; I
work with these people, talk
with them, make laws with
them, but they have disre-
spected me. They could have
come to me like a man and
said we believe these things
are going on in your house.
They knew, and they had a
plan.  They know how I love
the people of the 6th Ward
and how I will do anything for
the 6th Ward, and they want to
stop me. But, they can’t.”

“We want to know what
the city has to say about this”
one man yells from the crowd.
“So do we” says Johnson –
so we’re going to City Coun-
cil Monday night. Be there
before 7:00.”

Ed. Note: Next week, an
account of that City Council
meeting and a report on what
attention national organi-
zations will be devoting to
the Lima incident.

“They killed her. Shot her
down like a dog,”
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Special to The Truth

Owens Community Col-
lege, the Northwest Ohio
Black Media Association and
the Toledo Public Schools
will honor the legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. as the
College will serve as host to
the 2008 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Basketball Classic
on Monday, Jan. 21. Four
boys high school basketball
teams from Ohio, Michigan
and Indiana will compete in
the doubleheader with all
proceeds benefiting North-
west Ohio Black Media As-
sociation scholarship initia-
tives.

Founded in 1996 by the
Northwest Ohio Black Media
Association, the 2008 Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Bas-
ketball Classic will be held at
the College’s Student Health
and Activities Center on the
Toledo-area Campus. Owens
is located on Oregon Road in
Perrysburg Township.

“Owens Community Col-
lege appreciates the oppor-
tunity to strengthen our part-
nerships with Toledo Public
Schools and the Northwest
Ohio Black Media Associa-
tion and once again support
this very worthwhile

Owens Community College to Host Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Basketball Classic, Jan. 21

fundraiser for scholarships
in honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.,” said Christa Adams,
Ph.D., president of Owens
Community College.

Beginning at 1 p.m., var-
sity basketball action will
commence with Scott High
School (Toledo, Ohio) taking
on defending Indiana Class
4A state champion East Chi-
cago Central High School
(East Chicago, Ind.). In the
second varsity game starting
at 3 p.m., defending City
League champion Libbey
High School (Toledo, Ohio)
will face Saginaw High School
(Saginaw, Mich.), the defend-
ing Michigan Class A state
champion.

The Northwest Ohio Black
Media Association, the To-
ledo-based affiliate of the
National Association of
Black Journalists, was
founded in 1990 with the goals
of strengthening ties among
Black communicators, be-
coming an exemplary group
of professionals that honor
excellence and outstanding
achievement by Black com-
municators, assisting in ex-
panding job opportunities for
black communicators, and

identifying potential black
communicators in local high
schools and colleges.

For nearly two decades,
the Northwest Ohio Black
Media Association has
played a very active role in
many community outreach
programs, which includes
preparing students for ca-
reers in journalism through
its Minority High School Jour-
nalism Workshop and help-
ing the community learn more
about the media through its
community access seminars.
The organization also pro-
vides thousands of dollars in
scholarships annually and
organizes debates and town
hall meetings on an array of
current event topics.

Tickets for the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Basketball
Classic are $10 for adults and
$8 for students. Tickets in
advance are $8 for adults and
$6 for students. Individuals
can purchase tickets at The
Sojourner’s Truth in Toledo
(1811 Adams Street) and at
Libbey and Scott high
schools. For more informa-
tion, call (419) 841-1652 or
(419) 243-0007.
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A culture of academic excellence.
A climate of accomplishment.

Bad weather date: January 19th – same time and place.

Bring your child to our open house and plan for high school now! Choose Early!

Learn how your 8th grader can earn two years of free college credits

while attending high school. 

And you’ll hear about the Excellent OGT ranking the school received for 2006-07. 

We’ll meet in the auditorium at The University of Toledo’s Scott Park Campus, 

2225 Nebraska Ave. Free parking in Lot 22, just off of Parkside Blvd. 

8th graders must meet at least one of these requirements:

Open House
Saturday, January 12, beginning at 9 a.m.

419.530.3003

Special to The Truth

The University Musical
Society (UMS) presents the
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orches-
tra (JLCO) and Wynton
Marsalis at Ann Arbor’s Hill
Auditorium (825 North Univer-
sity Avenue) on Wednesday,
January 16, at 8 p.m.Led by jazz
legend Wynton Marsalis, the
15-member ensemble returns
with a new program entitled
“Ellington Love Songs,” fea-
turing beloved love songs
written and made famous by
Duke Ellington. The band will
also draw on other repertory
from the jazz canon, including
tunes by jazz luminaries and
new and original music by
members of the Jazz at Lincoln
Center Orchestra.  “One rarely
hears this music played with
such technical brilliance, sty-
listic authenticity and tonal
sheen…Here were the throaty
reeds, percussive trumpet
blasts, and visceral sense of
swing that have made the
[JLCO] the greatest large jazz
ensemble working today.”
(The Chicago Tribune)

For tickets or additional in-
formation, contact the Univer-
sity Musical Society at 734-
764-2538 or online at
www.ums.org.  Tickets may

Wynton Marsalis and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra
Return with “Ellington love songs”

also be purchased in person at
the League Ticket Office (911
North University Avenue).
The UMS Ticket Office is open:
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.  to 5
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.  to 1 p.m.,
closed Sunday.

Comprised of 15 of today’s
finest jazz soloists and en-
semble players, Jazz at Lincoln
Center Orchestra has been the
Jazz at Lincoln Center’s resi-
dent orchestra for over 18
years. Featured in all aspects
of the Jazz at Lincoln Center’s
programming, the remarkably
versatile JLCO performs and
leads educational events in
New York, across the US, and
around the world. In its dedica-
tion to the art of jazz, the JLCO
‘s educational programs reach

over 110,000 students, teach-
ers, and general audience mem-
bers each year.

Under the direction of Mu-
sic Director Wynton Marsalis,
the JLCO spends over half of
the year on tour.  The big band
is hailed for performing a wide
variety of jazz works, including
compositions and arrange-
ments by Duke Ellington, Count
Basie, Thelonious Monk, Dizzy
Gillespie, Benny Goodman,
and many others. The JLCO
also regularly premieres works
commissioned from a variety
of composers, and in recent
years, has collaborated with
many of the world’s leading
symphony orchestras.

In addition to its extensive
performance schedule, the

JLCO  has appeared on several
television broadcasts. Con-
certs by the JLCO have aired in
the US, England, France, Spain,
Germany, Brazil, Australia, and
Japan, among others. In 2005,
the Jazz at Lincoln Center’s
Higher Ground Benefit Con-
certaired to raise funds to ben-
efit the musicians, music in-
dustry enterprises, and other
related entities impacted by
Hurricane Katrina. To date, 11
recordings by the JLCO and
Wynton Marsalis have been
released and distributed inter-
nationally — most recently
Don’t Be Afraid…The Music
of Charles Mingus and A Love
Supreme, both released in 2005.

Wynton Marsalis has been
described as the most out-
standing jazz musician and
trumpeter of his generation, as
one of the world’s top classical
trumpeters, as a big band leader
in the tradition of Duke
Ellington, a brilliant composer,
a devoted advocate for the
Arts, and a tireless and inspir-
ing educator.  Born in New
Orleans in October, 1961,
Marsalis is the second of six
sons. At an early age, he exhib-
ited an aptitude for music and
a desire to contribute to Ameri-

can culture.  At age14, he was
invited to perform with the New
Orleans Philharmonic, and at
17 became the youngest musi-
cian ever to be admitted to
Tanglewood’s Berkshire Mu-
sic Center. He studied music at
The Juilliard School and soon
assembled his own band, per-
forming over 120 concerts ev-
ery year for ten consecutive
years.  During these years,
Marsalis’ strong belief and vi-
sion for jazz music worked to
revitalize the art form.

Perhaps his most notable
contribution to the jazz indus-
try, Marsalis co-founded a jazz
program at Lincoln Center in
1987. Under his leadership, the
Jazz at Lincoln Center Program
has developed an international

agenda with up to 400 annual
events in 15 countries. Since
then, Marsalis has received
several prestigious awards and
recognitions, among them “UN
Messenger of Peace” in 2001.
In addition to his musical
achievements, Marsalis has
established himself as a model
citizen by working with numer-
ous non-profit organizations.

To date, Marsalis has pro-
duced 33 jazz and 11 classical
records, with over seven mil-
lion record sales worldwide.
With his collection of stan-
dards, he is credited with rein-
vigorating the jazz musician’s
relationship to American popu-
lar song. Today, with his Jazz
at Lincoln Center Orchestra,
Marsalis is an irresistible force.
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Fund Established to Help I-
280 Family
�Special�to�The�Truth

After discussion with the family, United Way of Greater Toledo and Mercy Health
Partners have jointly established an assistance fund. The money collected will help cover
funeral, transportation, lodging, and other expenses the family incurs relative to the
collision that took place on Sunday, December 30, 2007. This fund will be available to
the family immediately.

According to Sarah Bednarski, manager of media relations at Mercy Health Partners,
“The family is overwhelmed with the community’s responsiveness and is grateful for the
continued prayers.”

People interested in contributing to the United�Way�I-280�Family�Assistance�Fund can
make a donation at any Fifth Third Bank location. Checks should be made payable to
United�Way�–�I-280�Family�Assistance�Fund and can also be sent to United Way of
Greater Toledo, One Stranahan Sq., Toledo, OH, 43604. For additional information
please contact United Way 2-1-1 by simply dialing 2-1-1.

In its constant com-
mitment to offering new,
innovative programs in
addition to its corner-
stone, classical ballet,
Toledo Ballet is adding
several new classes to its
spring semester. Begin-
ning February 4, Toledo
Ballet will offer a Prince
and�Princess�Ballet class
for three to five year olds.

This class, offered
once a week during its
spring semester,  will
combine an introduction
to creative movement and
dance with storytelling
and crafts that reinforce
many of the traditional
storybook ballets such as
Cinderel la,�Sleeping
Beauty,�Coppelia,�Peter
and�the�Wolf, and more.

“Children that age, un-
derstandably, need var-
ied activities within a
given time frame. Toledo
Ballet wants to celebrate
this while at the same
time engaging these
youngsters in stimulat-
ing, educational activi-
ties. We feel this is a per-
fect blend that is pre-
cisely age appropriate,”
says Mari Davies, execu-

Toledo Ballet Offers New
Spring Classes
Special to The Truth

tive director.
And while these chil-

dren are in one studio, their
parent or guardian can take
a breath in a yoga class
scheduled to coincide with
this class, just a room
away. “It’s a win-win for
everyone,” she added.

For dancers and non-
dancers who want a more
aggressive health and fit-
ness program, Toledo Bal-
let  facul ty member
Michael Lang, a NSCA
personal trainer, tai chi
instructor, licensed mas-
sage therapist, and former
Broadway performer, will
offer a Group Fitness class.
This class is designed to
help part ic ipants  lose
weight  while  gaining
strength, agility, speed, en-
durance and flexibility.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for all sorts of ath-
letes and dancers as well
as those aspiring to get in
shape,” says Toledo Ballet
School  Director  Lisa
Mayer. “The proper ap-
proach to safe physical fit-
ness is imperative in order
to maximize results and
minimize potential for in-
jury, and this class does

just that.”
Due to numerous re-

quests, Toledo Ballet is
also introducing an Adult
Beginning Tap class. For
adults who aren’t quite
ready to begin ballet or
explore the world of hip
hop, tap offers a wonder-
ful means of exercise
while creating their own
joyful noise. “This class
is designed for adults to
have fun while being
physical ly  act ive,”
Mayer noted.

Toledo Ballet contin-
ues its commitment to
providing superb classi-
cal ballet training while
acknowledging a value
and interest  in other
dance forms. Additional
continued contemporary
classes include musical
theatre and dance, hip
hop, lyrical jazz, and
bal lroom. Non-dance
classes  also include
pilates.

For further informa-
tion on spring semester
classes, please call To-
ledo Bal let  a t
419.471.0049.

The members of the Toledo Club of the National Association Negro Business and
Professional Women’s Club, Inc., donated Christmas toys and educational games to the
foster children of the Ohio YAP. The Regional Manager Kelly Hennessey and staff were
very appreciative of the gifts that were received.

The Education Chairman Clara Brank and her committee organized this nationally-
mandated project. The Club’s mission is to promote and protect the interest of African

American businesses and professional women; to serve as a bridge for young people
seeking to enter business and professions; to improve the quality of life in the local and global
communities, and to foster good fellowship.

Wanda Terrell, president; Delores Bate, vice president; Barbara Tucker, vice governor;
Donnetta Carter, membership director.

Toledo Club Donates
Christmas Toys

The Board of Lucas
County Commissioners
will take action this week
to pass a 2008 budget that
responds to the continued
economic challenges in
our community while
maintaining essential ser-
vices.

 The Board will pass a
2008 general fund budget
with total expenditures of
$147.8 million dollars,
with across the board re-
ductions in each operat-
ing department and a
1.35% total reduction over
the final 2007 budget. The
Board is strongly commit-

Lucas County Adopts 2008 Operating
Budget
Special�to�The�Truth

ted, they announced, to
downsizing county govern-
ment, reducing its own bud-
get this year by over six per-
cent and reducing its own
staff by almost 15 percent
over the last five years.

 “Lucas County busi-
nesses and families continue
to struggle due to high gas
prices and a weak national
economy, and Lucas County
government is no different,”
said Commissioner Tina
Skeldon Wozniak. “With our
2008 budget, we continue to
reduce county staff while
maintaining the services so
many of our residents count

on.”
 As in past years, Lucas

County will invest signifi-
cant dollars in criminal jus-
tice and public safety.
Lucas County is projected
to spend over two-thirds
of its 2008 operating bud-
get on criminal justice and
public safety.

 “Maintaining a strong
public safety system is our
number one priority as
county leaders,” said
Commissioner Pete
Gerken. “We’ve made that
commitment in the past
and we’ve renewed it
again with this budget.”
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Dear Ryan,
I am dreading the New Year already! I made resolutions last year to drop some weight

and get into better shape. I failed miserably and I think I’m worse this year than last. Any
suggestions would be so helpful.

Thank-you
Tamara
�

Dear Tamara,
Well it’s here and there’s no turning back the hands of time. I know most of you have

set your New Year’s resolutions as you did last year to only end up failing and falling short
or not even getting started.

“This year is gong to be different,” you say! What’s going to be different? What are
you going to do to stay motivated? What do you need for motivation? What kind of goals
are you setting this time? How many days a week can you realistically get into the gym?
Are you willing to prepare your food and have it with you when you need it? Can you
sacrifice giving up the wine, beer or liquor for a few months? These are a few of the
questions that need to be answered.

Not succeeding has is not entirely all your fault. A lot has to do with the weight-loss
businesses and their get-skinny-quick scams leaving you to believe that you can lose 10
pounds in a week.  When that doesn’t happen you get discouraged, down on yourself and
give up. Also, all the commercials that have weight loss products and medications that
make you skinny over night. It’s no wonder we have this misconception that we should
be skinny in the morning.

Here’s a simple plan for you that even a child can follow. First you have to accept that
you aren’t going to get into shape in three to four days or weeks! You need to sit down
with a piece of paper and come up with a plan. Devote a little bit of time to YOURSELF!!

Now set realistic goals as I have told you before. You want to lose body fat not just
weight. One to two pounds per week is a great goal. Maybe you could try to go down one
dress or pant size.

Schedule your workouts like an appointment and let nothing keep you from it even if
you go and workout for only 15 minutes. It’s about creating a new habit. Pick music that
will hype you up or help you in any way to get you through your work outs.

Food: make a list of the foods you need before you go to the grocery and don’t stray
from it! Schedule your eating every three hours so that you can keep that metabolism
running in high gear. Drink plenty of water to stay hydrated, help with protein synthesis,
and fat burning.

Remember it’s about creating new habits and making
changes that will perpetuate a healthier lifestyle. So stay
focused and be realistic in your goal setting and keep moving
forward. If you have a bad day of eating, it’s OK, just get back
on track for the next meal or the next day. All is not lost.

Give yourself a day to eat something that you want so
you’re not going crazy fighting cravings all the time. Good
luck and happy New Year to you all.

2�for�1�Training�special�thru�January!!!
Ryan Rollison
Dream Bodies
1240 Sylvania Ave
Toledo, Oh 43612
4194763494
mydreambodies@aol.com

Special to TheTruth

On Tuesday, January 8,
2008, the Mental Health and
Recovery Services Board
(MHRSB) of Lucas County
celebrated 40 years of deliver-
ing services to county resi-
dents with mental health and/
or substance use disorders.  A
special ceremony took place
at 1:15 p.m.,   at One Govern-
ment Center, with a proclama-
tion and remarks from Lucas
County Commissioners, local
officials and MHRSB repre-
sentatives.  A reception fol-
lowed with the cutting of a
40th anniversary cake that was
served to all in attendance.

Much has changed over the
years, but the Board’s com-
mitment to behavioral good
health has been unwavering.
Following is a brief history:

The ‘60s and ‘70’s - The
Mental Health Board was
formed in 1968 and was given
responsibility for mental
health, mental retardation and
drug and alcohol services. In
the ‘70s, voters approved the
system’s first 0.1 mill operat-
ing levy that supported the
opening of four community
mental health centers, several
drug and alcohol programs,
emergency crisis services and

MHRSB Celebrates 40 Years of
Service with County Proclamation

other support programs, to en-
sure that the needs of persons
with persistent mental illness
and/or drug and alcohol disor-
ders were addressed.

The ‘80s and ‘90s - Over
the next two decades, the com-
munity mental health system
experienced major changes.
The responsibility for mental
retardation and drug and alco-
hol services was removed from
the Mental Health Board. Due
to overcrowding of state hos-
pitals and, more importantly,
with the belief that persons
could be better treated within
their community, the Board
was given the responsibility
of transitioning previously
hospitalized individuals to
community care.  Programs
continued to be developed,
evaluated and refined for qual-
ity and operational efficiency.
Voters approved an additional
0.5-mill levy and St. Paul’s
Community Center was
opened.

The new century - In 2006,
another major change oc-
curred.  After a focused study
of the likely outcomes for con-
sumers and the community at
large, the Lucas County Men-
tal Health Board and the Alco-

hol and Drug Addiction Ser-
vices Board merged to form
the Mental Health and Recov-
ery Services Board of Lucas
County or MHRSB.  The com-
bined board allows for a sys-
tematic approach to planning
efforts; combined focus on
stigma reduction; enhanced
quality of care; integration of
services and supports, and
elimination of unnecessary du-
plication of services, programs
and administrative functions.

Through this combined ef-
fort, the MHRSB is able to
offer an improved and unified
public behavioral healthcare
system for the citizens of Lucas
County.

The MHRSB funds more
than 25 agencies including:
ABLE, Adelante, Big Broth-
ers, Big Sisters of Northwest
Ohio, Catholic Charities,
Community Partnership,
Compass Corp. for Recovery
Services (CCRS), Connecting
Point, Court Diagnostic and
Treatment Center, Family Ser-
vice of Northwest Ohio, Fresh
Attitude, Harbor Behavioral
Healthcare, Lutheran Social
Services of Northwestern
Ohio, National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) of

Greater Toledo, Neighbor-
hood Properties Inc., Philio
New Concepts, Rescue Men-
tal Health Services, St. Paul’s
Community Center, St.
Vincent/Mercy Medical Cen-
ter Hope for Families, Self
Expression Team Theater
(SETT) Institute, Sylvania
Community Action Team
(SCAT), Treatment Alterna-
tives to Street Crime (TASC),
Thomas M. Wernert Center,
University of Toledo Medical
Center Adult Psychiatry and
Kobacker Center, Urban Mi-
nority Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse Outreach Program
(UMADAOP), Unison Be-
havioral Health Group and
Zepf Center.

For more information,
please contact the Mental
Health and Recovery Services
Board of Lucas County at 419-
213-4600 or visit
www.co.lucas.oh.us/MHRSB.

 Special to The Truth
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s non-violent philosophy

coupled with his vision of brotherhood and kinship impacted
the civil rights movement delivering a brush stroke of hope
for all people across a canvas of indifference. Americans as
a people stand upon the shoulders of Dr. King, who made
courageous sacrifices in his pilgrimage toward a peaceful
way of life, and his legacy will continue to inspire genera-
tions in “Connecting Our Community”.

You are invited to join others in the community during a
free Unity Day Celebration at the University of Toledo’s
Savage Hall on Monday, January 21, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.

Celebrating with us are the Clarence Smith Community
Choir, vocalists Lisa Hightower and Joyce Rush, the Student
African American Brotherhood (SAAB), local business
leaders, community leaders, social leaders, our youth, and a
tribute to our armed forces and a special recognition for the
Toledo Mass Choir

A free community luncheon will immediately follow this
commemoration.

Unity Day is�sponsored by The City of Toledo, Board of
Community Relations, Better Community Relations, Inc.,The
University of Toledo and  several community sponsors
including-GM Powertrain, Buckeye Cable System, Black &
Veatch, the Ohio Tuition Trust Authority and ProMedica
Health System.

For more information please call the Board of Commu-
nity Relations at 419-245-1565.

2008 Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Unity
Celebration

Change your life. Join NOW and save.

The Y and JCC offer fitness, family fun, and we’re in your
neighborhood. Join by January 20 and save $200 on 
a Max Family Membership or $125 on a Max Individual 
Adult Membership.

Offer valid on bank draft plan only.

“The YMCA and JCC helped me lose 67 pounds 
in just nine months. I’m healthier and I have more 
energy for my family. The YMCA and JCC helped me 
change my lifestyle … and that changed my life.”

The YMCA and JCC changed my life!

- DaVonn Thompson

w w w . y m c a t o l e d o . o r g
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By Sharon Guice
Sojourner’s Truth
Columnist

A new year means an
opportunity to reflect on
the past and plan for a bet-
ter future. It is a new year.
It is a new season. A time
to turnaround and to be-
lieve for a better year. Out
with the old, in with the
new as the old clich� say.

It is time to reflect upon
the past year(s) and assess
our achievements and set-
backs in order to do better
in the New Year.

Did 2007 bring you
many heartaches and

LIVING BETTER IN 2008
pains? Did you experience
any tears of joy or only
tears of pain? Did you lose
your job for any reason or
did you score a great pro-
motion?

Did you lose a loved
one, be it family or friend
and/or gained a new spe-
cial one – baby, husband,
wife, adopted child or close
friend?

Did you end the year
broke or managed to keep
some fall back on cash in
the bank? Did you rob Pe-
ter to pay Paul or did you
keep your bills paid each
month?

What did you invest in

2007? Making money, time
with others, family, sports,
friendships, church atten-
dance, the youth, the eld-
erly, how about yourself?

How much couch-po-
tato time did you do in 2007
or were you a busy beaver
or workaholic?

What about your health?
Did you invest the time to
go check out that nagging
symptom of pain and dis-
comfort to see what the
problem may or may not
be?

What about your home,
did you lose it due to in-
creased mortgage rates or
did you get a great buy be-
cause you have saved and
saved waiting on the right
time to buy? Or by the
grace of God, were you
able to maintain you home?

Did you buy a new car
in 2007? Did you sell the
old one or sow it into some-
one else’s life to meet a
need?

Do you believe you took
one step forward only to
be knocked back two?

What did you dream
about in 2007 to happen
that did not come to pass?
What plan fell apart and
did not materialize as you
envisioned? What business
deal did not work in your
favor?

Well, it is 2008 and no
matter what 2007 brought
to you by your own choices
good or bad or by some
outside force not of your
own control; you much
believe and put forth in-
creased faith for a better
2008.

Sometimes we’re up and
sometimes down, but you
can not stay stuck in the
past.

There are over 350 days
left in this year. We even
have an extra day in Feb-
ruary due to this being a
leap year.

Although it may have
appeared that all of hell
came against you in 2007,
the evil forces if you be-
lieve them to be did not
win to take you out, be-
cause you are still here.
You stood against all the
good, bad, and ugly and
made it to another year.
Who knows, some of us
may not be here this time
next year. But, until then
we have to believe and take
action for a better 2008.

Now count your bless-
ings. Take a look back and
stick a pin in that memory
and hold it in place. (If you
need to, go ahead and use
pen and paper and write

them down) Matter of fact;
use a red pen physically or
mentally. The color of red
signifies power.

Ok, now that you are
thinking about your bless-
ings count them. The one
you believe were really
good ones, stick a big red
pen there or write it in
CAPITAL Letters. 1, 5, 10,
15, 25, 50. Oh, no blessing
is too small to count. If it
enters your mind as a bless-
ing, count it even if a nega-
tive thought wants to over
take it.

Ahh, now back to count-
ing the blessings of 2007,
60, 75, 80, 95, 100. Wow!!
OK, the blessings or the
good things that happened
in your life or good that
came out of bad things, the
big red pen items were they
the result of something you
chose to do or experience?

Your choices/experi-
ence, what can you do to
better that experience in
2008?

If you started a business
and it did not do as well as
you anticipated it to do,
what can you do better in
2008 to help increase your
sales? Maybe seek help
from someone already in
that business or develop a
new marketing strategy.

How about paying the
bills? Did you pay a lot of
late charges? If yes, why
not critique your spending

plan to pay on time and
bank the savings you now
reap from on time pay-
ments and watch your sav-
ings grow? It is like killing
two birds with one stone.

Will you schedule an ap-
pointment with your phy-
sician to checkout that nag-
ging health problem? If
nothing else, you will know
whether or not it is some-
thing serious that needs im-
mediate attention or you
just worried over nothing
because the problem is eas-
ily fixed.

Did you lose your job in
2007? If yes, are you re-
ceiving unemployment
benefits? If so, do not wait
until it run out before get-
ting out there to seek and
find another job. Do you
have a hobby that you can
earn some extra cash? Any-
thing you do for someone
and they pay you, do more
of it to compensate your
bank roll.

If you lost a loved one
through death, divorce or
they just did not want to be
around you anymore, re-
member life goes on even
in the midst of pain. With
all in you that is consid-
ered good, find someone
else to show love. Like a
child, an elderly family
member or friend, a teen-
ager, a young single mother
learning what it is to be a
mother, a young couple
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learning how to be com-
mitted to each other. For a
good man will obtain favor
from the Lord….. Proverbs
12:2

It is hard to let go of
relationships, but let go we
must to reach that place of
doing better in 2008.

Remember 2008 is turn-
around time and it is about
doing better. Not just do-
ing good, but better. Better
thoughts, better planning,
better actions, better results
on those big red pen items.
Dream BIG, plan wisely
and see 2008 as better than
the year before.

Believe it to receive it.
Resolve to do much better
for there is the Spirit of
God in you that say, Be-
loved, I wish above all
things that you may pros-
per and be in health, even
as thy soul prospereth.3
John 2 (soul – where you
think and take actions on
your thoughts)

Write a mission state-
ment (vision) of what you
want to see come to pass in
2008 and review it often.
Make a Picture Poster to
keep the vision before you.
Change anything that
needs to be changed as
more truth evolves and is
revealed to you. Do not fall
victim to the old way of
thinking and acting. Stay
strong and courageous to

(Continued on Page 14)
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By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

Peace fam, I’m trying to
start ’08 off by making some
noise on behalf of the
hardworking men and
women who keep the Glass
City entertained.

Y’all have seen me men-
tion a lot of heavy hitters in
these pages and right now I
wanna shed some spotlight
on someone The Truth read-
ers probably already know:
D.J. MPRESS.

Man, for the last half of
‘07 he was a mainstay at The
Peacock Caf� and for a few
years prior he was virtually
synonymous with any good
time you had at Jackson’s.

I can tell you first hand, as
a D.J., he’s widely known
and respected among the 20
somethings, 30 somethings
and the 40 somethings.

One thing I watch for with
every D.J. in any city is his
strategy to KEEP people on
the floor. The right song at
the right time gets them on
the floor, but in Toledo
you’ve got to be a mad scien-
tist to keep people on that
dance floor and D.J.
MPRESS (or Moni to his
friends) has proved time and
time again he’s got that on
lock.

Outside of D.J.ing – he’s
a producer and member of
Toledo’s most authentic hip-
hop group – Da Basix.

Personally, I can vouch
for this dude as a good per-

Glass City Power Player - D.J. MPRESS
son and one of few people in
this music scene in this city I
can say I trust and respect
highly. And I know plenty
other artists who feel the
same.

We were discussing some
business because he’s gonna
be helping U.G.E. out at our

Saturday Night Live
Showcase at the Peacock 2-
2-08 and then I thought, hell,
now is as good a time as any
to formally introduce my
readers to D.J. MPRESS.

Here’s the interview.

Michael Hayes:
 Most people in the Glass

City should know your name
by now from deejaying at

clubs and making music,
but for the readers who don’t
know, tell everyone about
D.J. Mpress and all you are
involved in right now as far
as music and entertainment

D.J. MPRESS: I am DJ
M.P.R.E.S.S. – it stands for
Mixes Popular Records Ever
So Smoothly.

 I am one of the founders
of SOULBEAT Music
Group along with my part-
ners Sid Delux and Twin
(Derrick Wiggins). We just
released Da Basix album
calledReturn of the Weirdoes
(you should have bought the
first two) on myspace. It’s
the third album by Da Basix
(the Essentials and the Soul
Shok).

SOULBEAT also has a
compilation album coming
soon with all the artist from
the label: Da Basix, Emmac,
Mr. Write, General, Phunk
Bros. I also teamed up with
my cousin Ramon Rodgers
and we are releasing a jazz/
r&b album with songs that
we co-produced and songs I
wrote featuring Tiffany
Renee, Darla, Chea  and
Vetila.

I also hook up with an-
other local crew called Eman-

cipated Soul (Elevated
Thinkin and Larry Sparks
Jr.). We are currently work-
ing on writing some songs
for several major label art-
ists. I have a mixtape series
coming soon as well so now
I’m staying busy.

MH: With all of your D.J.
experience, what have you
learned as far as the musical
tastes

of Toledo audiences?
What do we like to listen to?

MPRESS: I’ve been
deejaying for over 10 years
and Toledo people pretty
much dance to what’s hot
right now. You have to ease
new stuff on them. I’m the
type of DJ that will play what
you want to hear but I also
force feed you new, good,
not mainstream music. I like
it when I play something
underground and people
come up and ask “what is
that?”

MH: So you might have
to play Wipe Me Down,
Soulja Boy, Walk It Out and
all that right?

MPRESS: Yeah, you
gotta give em what they want,
but I might try to sneak some
Little Brother or some Lupe
Fiasco in there somewhere
just to expose the audience
to something new.

MH: What are your
thoughts on the local music
scene?

MPRESS:  I like the lo-
cal groups that grind. Cats
like the Swagga Boys, they
grind out and promote them-
selves, Hustle Hand, the
Rockstars, and U.G.E. to
name a few. Groups that re-
ally put their all into what
they believe in. That is why I
love SOULBEAT cause it
would be easy for us to do

what’s popular but that’s not
where our heart is at. So we
stay true to what we love and
that’s REAL hip-hop.

MH: How did you get
your start in music as a D.J.
and Producer?

MPRESS: I’ve always
been into music. Had a big
library. When I was in col-
lege (Fort Valley State, Ga.)
I helped my school start a
station. Then I got a job in
Macon, Ga. on a station do-
ing odds and ends. When I
came back home I played
ball for a guy that owned a
couple clubs.

After our games (Wednes-
days) we went to the club
just to talk and kick it. They
talked him into letting us

open on that night and told
him I could D.J.. So I started
doing Club 128. As far as
producing, a friend I went to
high school with had a group.
I used to go to the studio with
them and watch. The pro-
ducers were D.J. Oso one of
the baddest in the city on the
MPC and Reed Russel. Oso
started showing me how to
use the mp then the whole
crew except me moved to
Columbus.

So some years later I
bought an mp and taught
myself how to use it. I was
struggling with it when I ran
into Sid Who knew how to
use it. We stayed up all night
one night showing me point-
ers and I took them and ran
with it.

MH: What are your
thoughts on the quality of
hip-hop these days?

MPRESS: I think music
like life goes in cycles. It
also branches off to different
things but comes back to
music. Right now I think
groups are doing what I call
time pieces. Stuff that just
meant for whatever season it
is now. No disrespect but in
20 years there ain’t going to
be no Soulja Boy or Wipe
Me Down review. Groups
like Tribe Called Quest and
Wu and KRS can tour for-
ever. It’s coming back around
to real music again cause
that’s what it takes to have
longevity.

MH: Honestly - who did
you feel was gonna win that
soundscan battle between
Kanye and 50 and why?

MPRESS: I knew Kanye
would win. He has more pub-
lic appeal. Even if you think
he’s arrogant you can’t front
on the music. He’s doing cuts
with Coldplay that’s a whole
different target audience.
Fifty appeals to only the hus-
tler or wanna be hustler.

MH: When it comes to
music like Little Brother, I
know you’re a fan... how did
you feel about 9th Wonder
splitting from the group?

MPRESS: I love little
brother and being a producer
I gotta love 9th too. And even

though 9th made hot tracks
LB has enough substance in
their music that they could
survive 9th, who is a great
producer, leaving. Plus they
have a following that are die
hard like myself.

MH: With all the mad-
ness over Don Imus last year
how did you feel about that
and when everyone was try-
ing to have an opinion on
hip-hop’s role in society,
what was your opinion on
our music and our impact ?

MPRESS: First off Don
Imus made a dumb comment
then everybody put his racist
remakes off on rap music.
Don didn’t get his thoughts
from a Snoop Dogg record.
He doesn’t listen to Snoop.
Sometimes we as black
people let ourselves be the
scapegoat for other people’s
racisms.

I do think we have to find
that line in between being
real and being responsible.
But it kills me how you can
go into almost any movie and
see 30 to 300 people killed
visually nobody says any-
thing. But a rapper meta-
phorically kills someone in a
song and he’s to blame for
all the violence in the world.

But there’s a thin line that
we have to find that doesn’t
take away from the realness.
If you talk about drugs cause
that’s what you see everyday
then don’t just tell the upside
tell the declining side to.

That’s being real and respon-
sible too.

MH: I know J. Dilla was
one of your inspirations. How
did it affect the Soulbeat crew
when he passed ?

MPRESS: When Dilla
passed, man, it affected me.
Here was a man that I never
personally met but yet he was
responsible for me doing
music. Him being from De-
troit, real close to home mak-
ing an impact on the world
like he did. I see people with
them “Dilla changed my life”
shirts and he did.

When he was alive he
heard some of our music and
made a comment on a website
about up and coming groups
and mentioned us. That was
like the highest compliment
ever. We were invited to per-
form at a tribute to him the
day of his funeral in Detroit.
Me and Sid went early so
that we could catch the fu-
neral. We got there late and it
was over but we followed
these to limos leaving the
church not knowing who was
inside.

When they got to the
house where the limos
stopped we asked the driver
who was inside. He said it
was Dilla’s mom. She in-
vited us inside introduced us
to other family members and
we told her that her son
changed our lives and invited
her to the show that night.
That was big.

MH: What would like to
see different in ‘08 as far as
the local and national music
scene?

MPRESS: I would like
to see people take more
chances in ’08. Not just fol-
low what’s hot. YOU make
the next hot thing. Push the
limits of music. I also wel-
come the resurgence of mu-
sic with a meaning.

MH: Any last comments
about what you got goin on
and upcoming projects?

MPRESS: Just keep your
eyes open and glued on
SOULBEAT Music Group.
Be on the lookout for many,
many hot projects from the
camp. I will be back at
Jackson’s soon doing first
Friday. We did it big all sum-
mer at the Peacock. Look for
some more of that starting
with the big U.G.E. show-
case Feb. 2. Hit my myspace
page www.myspace.com/
djmpress for booking info
and to see what we got going
on. Thanks for the love and
keep supporting me. I do this
for the love.

glasscitytruth@yahoo.com
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431 Islington -- $34,900
DUPLEX - GREAT INVESTMENT

OPPORTUNITY!!
Vinyl siding, 2 car garage - Agents get your clients in.

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 NEBRASKA AVENUE  43607 

419.255.7682

“WHEN TRUTH IN PRICING AND QUALITY MATTERS” 

IN OR OUT OF TOWN 

Ms. Althea’s Mini-Mart
Special T Shirts - Photo Shoots  - Balloons

2491 Collingwood - Toledo, Ohio

Phone: 419.327.2491

Shabba Airbrushing
2491 Collingwood

Phone:  419.327.2491
Cell:    419.704.1254

324 Williamont
$89,000

Washington Schools, 3 bd ranch, family 
room, master bedroom with half bath, large 
yard

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

325 Independence Road
$72,000

Lots of updates, vinyl siding, new windows, 
electrical system 2007, furnace 2003, roof 
2000, fenced backyard with storage shed

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

1146 Pinewood Avenue
$65,000

Duplex - Great investment property. New 
siding and  roof (3 years) 1 lower kitchen 
updated, extra lot.

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

801 Lincoln Ave. - $91,900
2 bds, Master Bath with Jacuzzi, Freshly 
painted, Finished basement, New roof & eaves, 
concrete steps.  Double lot!

Call Laneta Goings, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.467.9302 or 419.891.0888

2040 Sandringham - $196,000
4 bds to full baths, updated eat-in kitchen w/gran-
ite countertops, large deck, large master w/bath 

Call Laneta Goings, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.467.9302 or 419.891.0888

1748 Bobolink Lane
$255,000

4 Bdrm/possible 5 - 3 1/2 baths, Hardwood 
floors - finished basement, family rm w/bar
Beautiful custom Home

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

54 E. Lake Street
$69,000

1.5 car garage, large living room, 3 season 
porch, fenced yard

Please Call 
Bessie 419.260.0215 or

Kim 419.810.7097

You Asked For it TOLEDO - 

SPANISH CLASSES With NOVARRO

Classes now forming
Call: Novarro at 419.464.2361

The

1918 Peacock Lane - $179,000
SPRING MEADOWS AREA

4 BD, step down living rm w/vaulted ceiling 
and skylight, first floor laundry, master suite 
with cathedral ceiling, walk in closet 

Call Bessie Humphrey 
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

2354 Robinwood Avenue
$120,000

Old West End Historic Home, 5 bd, 
hardwood floors 2.5 baths, double staircase, 
attached garage in rear.   MUST SEE! 

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert

419.297.2301 for showing

5115 Grelyn Drive -$165,000
2 bdrm brick ranch w/attached garage 

and family sized deck overlooking 
spacious backyard

1408 Shenandoah Road
Nice updated home!

Great for the money - 
To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

380 e ood380 Pinewood                              $130,000

g
4

Mint Cond. 3bd, 2 1/2 bth, 2
1/2 car gar. Quiet Neighbor-

hood. Private Showing.
Move in at closing Call

Grace 419.729.9494

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

Toledo’s New Premiere - Studio 329
Multi-Cultured Upscale Salon

1st Time customers FREE - Cut with any style
1st Tuesday of every month Senior Days 20% OFF

1238 Flaire Dr - Toledo, OH 43615 - Ph. 419.535.1862
Email: studio329@sbcglobal.net

Workers Wanted - Studio 329
Apprenticeship Program - Advanced Training - Magazine 
Photoshoots - Ask about business Starter Kits- FREE

continued CEU classes - Contact Owner Doug Keetion 
1238 Flaire Drive  - Phone 419.535.1862

E-mail studio329@sbcglobal.net

Great home for a large family, 4 bed-
rooms/possibly 5, has walk in closets, 

newer gutters, nice garage.
Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors

419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

1158 Vance Street - $34,900

6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH  43560
419.460.1343

Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

Call

Video, and Photography

3 bdrms; 1.5 baths home; open living 

family room and enclosed porch. 

2815 Sagamore - $125,000

Alma Dortch-Gilbert - 419.297.2301
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

Black MarketPlace

make the necessary
changes as they become
known to you. See I’m do-
ing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not per-
ceive it? Isaiah 43:19.

This author believes in
Turnaround Time and re-
solves to do better in 2008.

It is a Leap Year, so leap
into a better life and in all
things Give Thanks.

Will this be the year Af-
rican Americans rise high
and defy the odds stacked
against us? Hope past the
dread and envision the
promises of doing better.

Blessed are your eyes, be-
cause they see; and your
ears, because they hear.
Matthew 13:16. Declaring
that I can do all things
through Him who strength-
ens me. Philippians 4:13.

May your troubles be
less, your blessings be

more, and nothing but hap-
piness come through your
door a lot more.

You Don’t Know
About Life

Life is up
Life is down
Look around

Life is sweet
Life is bitter
You never know
Love ones come
Love ones go
Life - you must step in

the name of Love
As you don’t always get

a second chance

LIVING BETTER IN 2008
(Continued from Page 12)

You’re here one minute
The next one you’re

gone
Life - please move in

the name of Love
PEACE.

Contact Sharon Guice at
Sharon@thesojournerstruth.com
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The Learning Club of Toledo
With sites at Redeemer Lutheran

Church, Monroe Street United Method-
ist Church, Warren AME Church, Imani

Learning Academy and the Zablocki
Senior Center

The Learning Club� of Toledo, a free math and
reading after-school program with a 15 year history
of success, has immediate openings for students
grades 2-12. Early programs operate from 4-5:30
and late programs from 5:30-7:30pm. If interested
call 419-360-2842.

CASE AIDE/CRIS-E Part-time

Provides data entry and monitoring of Madicaid
eligibility through the CRIS-E computer system.
Facilitates program enrollment for PASSPORT, other
wiavers, & RSS. Some home visits to assist with
Medicaid applications. Requires computer/data
entry skills. Associates Degree required. Good oral
and written communications. Knowledge of Medic-
aid regulations preferred. Reliable transportation,
insurance and driver’s license required.

EEO/AAP, Bilingual/Minority
Encouraged to apply
Send Resumes to:

Personnel/PASSPORT
AOoA

2155 Arlington Avenue
Toledo, OH 43609

     House for Sale

 Single family home
3 bed, 1 bath

$18,000
1535 Buckingham
Call 248-250-0179

RN or LSW

Care Manager/Assessor with 1 year experience
in home care or gerontology. Knowledge of
biopsychosocial assessments & communication
skills with Seniors required. Knowledge of LOC &
community resources preferred. Reliable transpor-
tation required. EEO/AAP, Bilingual & minority ap-
plicants encouraged to apply.

Send resumes to:
AOoA/PASSPORT

2155 Arlington Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43609

The Willard Apartments
2257 Upton Avenue

AFFORDABLE * SPACIOUS LIVING *
LAUNDRY FACILITY

Accepting Section 8 vouchers!

Preferred Properties, Inc. is accepting applica-
tions for 2 bedroom apartments. $415 + electric. A
portion of gas utility will be paid by owner.
Applicants must be 18 or older and meet income
eligibility. First month’s rent will be $99 + security
deposit. NO APPLICATION FEE!  Applications will
be taken at the model apartment on Friday, Janu-
ary 18, 2008 between 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  For
more information call (419) 389-0361.  The Fair
Housing Act makes it illegal to discriminate on the
basis of race, color, sex, nationality, religion, dis-
ability, or family status.

SALES

If you work in sales, management or field service
and need a career boost, consider movin’ up to
WIMX and WJZE, URBAN RADIO BROADCAST-
ING. Mix 95.7 and Hot 97.3 are recruiting profes-
sionals who want the lifestyle, compensation and
professional rewards you earn in radio advertising
sales. E-mail your resume to
davidharrison@urbanradio.com or fax to 419-868-
8765. Mix 95.7 and Hot 97.3 is URBAN RADIO
BROADCASTING in Toledo and is an equal oppor-
tunity employer.

Need a Downtown Office?

Want to share office space in downtown
setting

Email thetruth@thetruthtoledo.com

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
Now Accepting Applications

1 AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and
Older or Mobility Impaired. Rent Based on

Income. Heat, Appliances, Drapes, Carpeting
Included. Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

CLINICAL THERAPIST
COMMUNITY BASED/CHILDREN

Clinical Therapist needed to provide short-term
therapy to children and families in community set-
tings.  Qualified candidates must have strong clini-
cal skills including the ability to make clinical deci-
sions and assessments along with knowledge of
therapeutic principles and practices and strong
group process skills. LSW or LPC required. Mas-
ters degree and independent license preferred.
Position provides the opportunity for flexible sched-
uling and a four day work week.

Send or fax resume with cover letter to:

Human Resources - CTCB
1425 Starr Avenue
Toledo, OH   43605
Fax 419.936.7574

Email:  HR@UNISONBHG.ORG
EOE

CASE MANAGER

Unison is seeking Case Managers to provide
community support services to adults with serious
mental illness.  Responsibilities will include provid-
ing assistance with the social, vocational, eco-
nomic, and environmental needs of assigned cli-
ents and assisting in their ability to live in the
community.  Valid driver’s license required.  Ohio
counselor or social worker license and experience
preferred.  Consideration will be given to candi-
dates with four-year degrees in fields related to
social work.  Excellent salary and benefits package.

Send or fax resume with cover letter to:

Human Resources - CSP
1425 Starr Avenue
Toledo, OH   43605
Fax 419.936.7574

Email:  HR@UNISONBHG.ORG
EOE

EDUCATIONAL ADVISOR

Upward Bound –
Student Affairs
Bowling Green
State University

The Upward Bound Program is a federally funded
TRIO program which provides intensive services to
ensure that low income and potential first genera-
tion college students complete their respective sec-
ondary programs and are prepared to pursue a
postsecondary education.

For a complete job description for this and all
current Administrative Staff vacancies please visit
http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/employment/
adm_staff/page42588.html or contact the Office of
Human Resources at (419) 372-8421 or
ohr@bgsu.edu.

BGSU is an AA/EO employer/educator.

Want to place an ad in
The BlackMarketPlace?

Call  Pam Anderson at  419-243-0007JANITOR-PLANT

Parker Hannifin Corporation, Hydraulic Filter Division, located in Metamora, Ohio 
has an open position on first shift for janitorial work.  Perform these and other
duties such as sweeping, scrubbing, mopping floors, cleaning machines, 
machine coolant reservoirs, dumpling trash and other material.  Must be able to 
operate floor scrubber, lift trucks and other handling equipment in the 
performance of these duties.  Applicant must have a high school diploma or 
equivalent with a minimum 1-2 year’s experience in a manufacturing 
environment.

Please respond by 01/10/08 with resume and salary requirements (please no 
calls) to: 

Parker Hannifin Corporation 
Hydraulic Filter Division 

Attn: HR – Janitor 
16810 Fulton County Road 2 

Metamora, OH 43540 

EOE M/F/D/V 

Charleston House

50% to 70% OFF

ON SELECTED ITEMS

Designer Suits and Dresses - 
Elegant Hats - Name Brand Shoes

Open 10 am -  pm - Tues - Sat
419.472.4648

An upscale consignment shop
4055 Monroe St. Toledo, OH 43606
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First African-American Sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. Celebrates 100 years of Service
(Continued from Page 5)

known as platforms, which
aim to strengthen this com-
munity with target pro-
grams –to charter to the
community needs. Incom-
ing president Lisa Dubose
is very proud of her
sorority’s service to oth-
ers and cannot say that
one is better than another.

“It is difficult to choose
‘one’ favorite program, as
I am proud of all of the
community-based initia-
tives that we sponsor and
many of our programs are
special to me. The Grand-
parents’ Day Recognition
Program honors grandpar-
ents raising their grand-
children; the Tutorial Pro-
gram assists at-risk el-

ementary-aged students;
the Financial Literacy Pro-
gram provides students with
training on the importance
of economic awareness and
long-term preparedness;
the Showcase of the Arts
Program displays the talent
of our community in the ar-
eas of visual and perform-
ing arts; the Ebony Fashion
Fair is our major fundraiser
which provides support to
community organizations
and college scholarships to
deserving students; and the
Holiday Family Adoption
effort meets the immediate
need of families with chil-
dren,” stated Dubose.

AKA’s mission is to
serve mankind, and to con-

* Pre-Arrangements

* On Line Arrangements

* Counseling Needs

* Cremation Service

* Insurance Available

Phone: 419.534.2550

Fax: 419.534.2570

www.houseofday.com

Email: mday@houseofday.com 2550 Nebraska Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43607

The House of Funeral Service

“Locally Owned And Operated”
“Our Family Serving Your Family”

Day

tinue this legacy the soror-
ity has included targeted ef-
forts called platforms to ac-
complish these goals for
years to come. The five plat-
forms cover all areas of life
that affect African-Ameri-
cans. Platform 1 – Non-Tra-
ditional Entrepreneur with
Chairman Kimberly Johnson
aims to assist women be-
come more profitable and
knowledgeable in the field
of entrepreneurship. Plat-
form 2 –Economic Keys to
Success with Chairman
Denise Black-Poon has a
goal to use education, syn-
ergy and partnership to ex-
pand economic develop-
ment from a local market to a
national market. Platform 3

– Economic Growth of the
Black Family with Chairman
Ethel Files attempts to
strengthen black families
and to overcome adversi-
ties that black males face.
Platform 4 – Undergraduate
Signature Program with
Chairmen Elinor Allen and
Clara Petty encourages the
use of technology within
colleges and universities.
Platform 5 – Health Resource
Management and Econom-
ics with Chairman
Theodorsia Tucker strives
to uplift individuals physi-
cally and mentally to face
challenges and acknowl-
edge rewards from life.

To commemorate the
sorority’s anniversary,
thousands of members plan
to travel to the birth place of
AKA, Howard University in
Washington, DC, from Janu-
ary 12-15. The campus will
be decorated in sorority col-

ors salmon pink and apple
green, while members par-
ticipate in four-days of trib-
utes, emotional ceremonies,
and community service.

The sorority plans to
host a ceremony at
Mooreland-Spingarn Re-
search Center, which is lo-
cated on the campus of
Howard and houses AKA
archival records. Along with
the ceremony, the sorority
plans to launch the first digi-
tal version of their official
magazine, Ivy Leaf.

The women also plan to
uphold their mission state-
ment “to provide service to
all mankind,” by outreach-
ing to seniors and cancer
patients and also by re-
sponding to immediate com-
munity needs in the DC area.
However, the highlight of
the celebration will be the
dedication of a library, and
donation of books and funds

to support the library.
Several chapters will

host their own celebration
and the local chapters of
Zeta Alpha Omega, Iota
Iota and Alpha Lambda
have planned to celebrate
on Saturday, February 2,
2008 at Bowling Green
State University begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m.

For additional informa-
tion on Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority visit their
website http:/ /
www.aka1908.com, and
Zeta Alpha Omega Chap-
ter website is http:/ /
www.zetaalphaomega.com


