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“Once I got involved and found out what the Urban League
was all about, it became a passion. It was about changing
lives of people and their families; it was a whole lot bigger

than I thought.”

John C. Jones
President/CEO of the Greater Toledo Urban League

John C. Jones
President/CEO of the Greater Toledo Urban League
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March 15
Opening of The Truth Art Gallery: 1811 Adams Street;  6 to 10 pm: 419-243-0007
“Fashion Extravaganza” Spring Style Show: Sponsored by the music department of

Indiana Avenue MBC; Stephenson-Roberts Fellowship Hall; 2 to 4 pm: 419-246-3850

March 16
Consecration Service: “Lord, Keep Me Day by Day;” Toledo Interfaith Mass Choir;

6 pm; Calvary Bible Chapel
St. Paul MBC Annual Men’s Day Program: “Men Maintaining a Relationship with

Christ;” Guest Speakers Rev. Arthur Battle (AM) of Calvary Baptist and Rev. Otis
Gordon (PM) of Warren AME

43rd Anniversary: Rev. John and Mother Bernice Roberts of Indiana Avenue MBC;
Guest speaker Rev. Robert Wormely of Southern MBC; 4 pm: 419-246-3850

March 18
Board of Community Relations: Open, public focus group session; Reynolds Corner

Library; 6 to 7:30 pm: 419-245-1565
Moving On: What to Do when Credit Problems or Criminal Records Get in the Way

of Finding New Housing or Jobs: Sponsored by Toledo Lucas County Public Library,
Legal Aid of Western Ohio and Advocates for Basic Legal Equality; Presented by
attorneys Ed Marks and Veronica Zoltowski; 6:30 to 8:30 pm; Kent Branch: 419-259-5207

March 19
2008 Diversity Symposium: “Diversity Makes the World Go Round;” 7:30 am to

noon; The Pinnacle; Keynote speaker Matt Roloff of “Little People, Little World:” 419-
885-8505 ext. 12

March 21
Good Friday Service: Beulah Baptist Church; Noon

March 22
20 Annual Black History Banquet: Coalition of Black Trade Unionists; Clarion

Westgate; 6 pm Social hour; Keynote speaker William Lucy; “Bridging Labor and our
Community

March 24
Board of Community Relations: Open, public focus group session; Sanger Branch

Library; 6 to 7:30 pm: 419-245-1565

March 28-29
“Old Fashioned, Holy Ghost, God Sent, Soul Saving Devil Hatin’ Evangelical

Crusade:” New Beginning Community Church; Speakers Pastor Marilyn Wilson – host,
Min. James Brooks, Evang. Ric Trench; 6 to 10 pm:

March 29
Style Show Luncheon: “Swing into Spring;” Upton United Methodist; 1 to 4 pm: 419-

244-4420
Breakthrough Deliverance Service: Presented by Women of Virtue Ministries; The

Salvation Army at 2727 Moorish St; Noon: 419-531-1862

April 6
43rd Anniversary: Rev. John and Mother Bernice Roberts of Indiana Avenue MBC;

Guest speaker Rev. John Williams of Eastern Star MBC; 3:30 pm: 419-246-3850

April 18-20
Calvary Baptist Women’s Ministry Spring Retreat: 419-531-9443

A Sojourner’s Truth Editorial

It’s time for Senator Barack Obama to redefine his strategy.
Just when we thought that the campaign for the Democratic presidential nomination

might come to a close with results from Texas and Ohio, the race took another turn.
Had Obama won either state, his opponent might have cashed in her chips. Certainly,

a victory by Obama in either state would have caused a number of super delegates to flock
to his campaign once they were confronted with the inevitability of his victory.

But Senator Hillary Clinton won both big states and even though she made scarcely a
dent in Obama’s delegate lead, she solidified the impression that she is winning the big
states that a Democratic nominee must win in the fall in order to top the Republican
candidate.

That’s an argument the Clinton campaign is pushing in order to convince super
delegates that she would be the stronger of the two in a fall match up against Senator John
McCain. It’s an argument that makes little sense in reality. One of the most interesting
aspects of this Democratic campaign is that the voters, in large measure, like both
candidates. Unless the ongoing campaign creates such bitterness that voters are eventu-
ally appalled by the actions of their second choice they will, in just large measure, support
the other in the fall.

Both Democratic candidates have an advantage in California, New York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Illinois against the Republican opponent. Both Demo-
cratic candidates have an equal chance in Ohio and Texas.

But this is politics and politics virtually always involves redefining logic.
As nearly every count of delegates notes, Obama has about a 100 delegate lead and there

is no chance that Clinton can overtake him. She can scarcely close the gap even if she wins
in Pennsylvania. There are a half dozen contests after Pennsylvania and most of them will
prove more favorable to Obama.

On the other hand, he can’t win the nomination if he relies strictly on entering the
convention in Denver with a lead. He has to be able to urge a number of super delegates
– about 300 or so are sitting on the fence and will remain firmly on that fence until they feel
that one candidate or the other holds a decisive edge when it come to facing McCain – to
move over to his side.

The challenge facing Obama is the issue of his relative inexperience. Clinton started
pouncing on that before the Texas and Ohio primaries last week and it appears to have
gained some traction.

So Obama has two choices now. He can go on the offense and attack the vulnerable
Clintons where it hurts the most – their scandal-ridden past. Or he can maintain the high
ground but move quickly to shore up his defenses. We urge the latter.

As we have said time and time again, Obama’s political office experience – eight years
in the Ohio legislature and three years in the U.S. Senate – is augmented by years of
experience in public service as a community organizer. Clinton touts her 35 years of
experience. But somehow she finds some comfort in adding into that total her years as
counsel with the Rose Law Firm and her years as a First Lady hearing the telephone ring
at 3 AM. (“Bill, it’s for you”)

Neither in reality has had to make any executive decisions, neither has run anything.
Then again, neither has McCain. These are senators here. And there is a reason that no
one has moved from the Senate to the White House since John Kennedy in 1960 – voters
prefer governors.

Still, Obama’s opportunity to win this thing cleanly and keep the Democratic Party
united and optimistic about his chances in November against McCain depend on his
convincing folks that he is experienced enough to run the Oval Office.

He has to get that message out there. He has to take control of the overall breadth of
the issues discussion and stop answering the Clinton lack of experience charge with the
one-note reference to his speech against the War in Iraq. He has to broaden the discussion
to include how his experience will help him deal with the very real problem of the economy
that is going to be uppermost in the minds of the voters come November.

And given the fact that Obama’s message has been that he is about change and not
politics as usual, emphasizing his strengths, as opposed to the Clintons’ weaknesses,
keeps him on track and maintains his consistency.

And he can do that. Obama has quite a track record in the Illinois Senate. He proposed
hundreds of bills during his stint there, some of which have made quite a difference in the
way Illinois conducts business.

It’s time for Obama to put plan B into operation. We hope he has a plan B.
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My View
By Jack Ford
The Truth’s Political
Columnist

05-2321   ©2004 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co., Milwaukee, WI. Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales
and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates.   4064-158

Isn’t it time you had a Quiet Conversation™ with Kevin McQueen?

Kevin S. McQueen
Financial Representaive
Northwestern Mutual
Financial Network-Toledo
3950 Sunforest Court, Suite 200
Toledo, OH 43623
(419) 407-8656 | (419) 473-2270
kevin.mcqueen@nmfn.com
www.nmfn.com/toledofinancial

For more than 145 years, Northwestern Mutual and

its products have quietly earned a most enviable

reputation. Visit www.nmfn.com for more information.

Thanks for the Wisdom
What a wonderful article written by Dr. Anita Lewis-Sewell. Her words are so true. As

I read the article, I thought...do I really live in a world like that...sad but true...yes I do.
Although she reminded us of our sad state of affairs, she also offered a solution...Jesus
Christ. How impressive!

I do hope you continue to allow Dr. Anita Lewis-Sewell to share her wisdom with us
from time to time.  Oh by the way, did I mention...she is my big sister.

Blessings

Cynthia Hickman

I ran into State Senator
Teresa Fedor over the week-
end and she seemed to be
back in full spirits nearly
five weeks after the “coup”
which toppled her from lead-
ership of the minority cau-
cus.

That is the right step –
just do your job as state
senator and let things play
themselves out over time.

Fedor will resurface – in
leadership – in another time
under new circumstances.

The state senate job will
be up for  grabs once
Fedor’s present term ends.
Watch out for Ben Konop

to run for that seat.
Konop, increasingly, the

odd man out on the three-
member Lucas County
Board of Commissioners,
may be thinking as Ray
Kest did when he opted to
leave the commissioner’s
off ice for  the County
Treasurer’s post.

Konop will have to el-
bow out State Representa-
tives Peter Ujvagi and Edna
Brown for the state senate
role but if Konop keeps his
“favorite son” status with
The Blade, he will remain
the top contender.

Brown has the most se-
niority but that only carries
one so far in politics.
Ujvagi, one of the shrewd-
est pols in Ohio will con-
tend hard but  he also
wanted a commissioner’s
job at one point. All three
are very good public ser-
vants.

COSI is dead. Citifest is
dead. The Erie Street Mar-
ket is closed. Seven restau-
rants have left the down-

town area. Let’s hope the
new downtown arena picks
things up in 2009.

Warning to the mostly
black folks who work in the
City of Toledo’s Streets di-
vision. The city’s move to
automate will cost your
jobs over the next few
years. This is an idea the
city has toyed with for
years now.

The new president/CEO
of the Greater Toledo Ur-
ban League is John Jones,
a long-time board member.
John is the grandson of the
late Daisy Huff, founding
pastor of Christian Temple
Baptist. I remember watch-
ing John kneel  in  his
grandmother’s church as a
young boy in short pants.
Good luck to you, John.

I am told that $79,000 that
I tucked into the state bud-
get for the J. Frank Troy
Center back in 2000 is still
there. Hope it can be re-
trieved and used at the Cen-
ter. I will be speaking at the
Troy Center on “Men’s

Day” this week.
Boy, The Blade came

down front and center to
Gov. Ted Strickland by ask-
ing him to save the Seneca
County Courthouse. The
Blade reminded Strickland

Commissioners, The
Sources Announce $650 for
Youth Employment Grants
Special to The Truth

The Lucas County Commissioners, joined by the operators of The SOURCE, announced
the award of $650,000 in Workforce Investment Act grants targeting Youth Employment
Opportunities at a news conference on Tuesday, March 11, 2008 in the Commissioners
Chambers.

 Lucas County ‘s The SOURCE and its one-stop operator, Network, a division of the Zepf
Center, will be the lead agency for the 400 youth planned to be enrolled in the project.

 The young people will receive assessment, job readiness, and job placement services.
 The target youth population of 16 – 21 years of ages will receive job placement services

in the following demand occupations/clusters: health care, high-tech manufacturing, con-
struction, warehousing & distribution, and leadership in the service industry.

just who pushed the Noe
scandal and essentially
threatened Strickland not
to forget the power of The
Blade. We shall see.

To Howard Cross …
stop crying over Carty call-

ing you a few choice names
when you were housing
czar. You are talented. Why
don’t you run for mayor of
City Council and be con-
structive.

INTERESTED BIDDERS:
TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS – LARCHMONT K – 8

Sealed bids will be accepted by the Board of Education of the Toledo Public
School District until 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 8th, 2008, at the Toledo Public
Schools Treasurers’ Room 3, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio 43608, for all
labor material and supervision necessary for the new Larchmont K – 8 School
Bid, as more fully described in the drawings and specifications for the project
prepared by Munger and Munger and will be opened publicly and read immediately
thereafter.

Bid Documents for the project may be examined at the F.W. Dodge plan rooms
in Maumee and Columbus, Builders Exchange in Toledo, University of Toledo –
Capacity Building, E.O.P.A. – Hamilton Building, Northwest Ohio Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, and The Plan Room in Ann Arbor, Construction Associa-
tion of Michigan, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce and Ohio Construction
News.

Bidders may obtain copies of the documents starting Wednesday, March 12th,
2008 which can be purchased from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Road,
Toledo, Ohio 43615 Phone: 419-385-5303.  Drawings may be obtained on CD-
ROM for no cost with the purchase of the specifications.

A PREBID CONFERENCE is scheduled for Monday, March 24th, 2008 at 2:00
p.m. at Toledo Public Schools’ Board Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio
43608

If you have any questions or a need for additional information, please direct all
questions in writing to Jeannene.Hill@lgb-llc.com, by phone at (419) 776-5600, or
(fax) (877) 281-0784.

Bid Item No. 1 Site Work $ 665,400.00
Bid Item No. 2 General Trades $ 5,299,500.00
Bid Item No. 3 Fire Protection $ 139,900.00
Bid Item No. 4 Plumbing $ 521,800.00
Bid Item No. 5 HVAC $ 1,785,000.00
Bid Item No. 6 Electrical$ 1,100,200.00
Bid Item No. 7 Technology $ 663,368.00
Total Estimate: $10,175,168.00
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MAKE A CENTRAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION A REALITY

Ohio EdChoice Scholarship 
Informational Meeting

Sunday, March 16

2:00 p.m. – Front Gym (main entrance)

Central Catholic High School 

Students in their 8th grade, freshman or sophomore years are eligible.

You must live in one of the following districts:  

Jones, Robinson, Leverette, McTigue, Libbey, Scott or Woodward

Parents and their students should attend this meeting.  

Learn how you can become a member of the CCHS family.

ONE OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE AREA

2550 Cherry Street • Toledo, Ohio 43608 • phone: 419-255-2280 • fax: 419-259-2848
www.centralcatholic.org

One Faith.   One Community.   One Mission.

Qualify for FREE tuition!

Hillary Clinton entered
Super Tuesday II as a long
shot to continue her cam-
paign to be the Democratic
Party’s nominee past that
eventful day. But at the end
of that day, she had won pri-
maries in Texas and Ohio and
vowed to continue her quest
to become the nation’s first
woman president.

As the March 4 primaries
approached, Clinton man-
aged to stem the Barack
Obama momentum that had
closed the huge gaps in both
states over the previous two
weeks. Attacking the
younger senator’s lack of
experience appeared to bear
fruit as the large number of
undecided voters in both
states, two thirds of them
according to polling data,
chose the New York senator
as they entered their polling
places.

Clinton finished with a 10-
point edge in Ohio and a nar-

row two-point win in Texas.
And even though it appears
that Obama’s 100-plus del-
egate lead will not change
drastically, certainly the mo-
mentum he gained with his
string of 11 consecutive vic-
tories since Super Tuesday
has been checked.

Clinton Defies the
Oddsmakers and Battles On
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

The question for both
campaigns now is how much
have the recent hard-hitting
campaign ads that Clinton has
been running and her verbal
attacks on his experience been
the direct cause for his losses
in Tuesday’s two big states.
If the Clinton camp deter-
mines that such attacks have
been effective, voters in up-
coming states can expect a
lot more such tactics.

Conversely, if the Obama

camp reaches the same con-
clusion, they may decide that
they have to strengthen their
own attack game. Within
days, the name calling could
intensify dramatically.

According to some
counts, Obama is still be lead-
ing Clinton by 1520 to 1424

delegates, including super
delegates who have ex-
pressed a preference. The
nominee will need 2025 to win.

Major states on the hori-
zon are: Mississippi on
March 11 (33 delegates);
Pennsylvania on April 22
(158); and North Carolina,
Indiana, West Virginia, Or-
egon and Kentucky in May
with a total of 318 delegates.

Clinton holds an advan-
tage in Pennsylvania, but the
rest of the states would ap-
pear to be Obama territory on
balance. The challenge for
Obama, as the convention
approaches in the summer, is
to convince the party faith-
ful, including those who are
super delegates, that he can
win the general election even
though Clinton will have
topped him in virtually all of
the big states. A win in Penn-
sylvania would certainly help
in that respect.

The challenge for Clinton,
is to wrest control of the lead
without employing a
scorched earth strategy to-
wards Obama that might tear
apart the Democratic Party in
the process and embitter pos-
sible Obama supporters who
would then sit out the gen-
eral election.

“I am deeply disappointed
but not surprised,” said Rev.
Floyd Rose in the aftermath of
the March 4 primary during
which the .75 percent tempo-
rary tax levy was given new
life by Toledo voters. The
measure was approved by a
20-point margin despite a con-
certed effort by Rose support-
ers in the central city and by
several right-wing radio talk
show hosts to defeat the tax
renewal.

“When you appeal to the
fears of people,” said Rose,
“you do something to change
[the equation]. And I think the
people who voted for the levy
did so out of fear.”

Rose was referring to the
claims by city leaders that 200
police officers and 200 fire
fighters would have to laid off
if the measure was defeated at
the polls. That’s a claim that
Rose and other opponents of
the levy have said was an ex-
aggeration.

But Rose has not taken the
renewal as a personal defeat.

“It’s not about me … it’s
not about Floyd Rose,” he

said. “It should be about the
people. I believe the levy
should have been defeated
because that’s what we did
when I was here. You interfere
or interrupt the flow of money.
If it had been defeated, people
would have taken a second
look at the problems.”

Rose first took up the issue
of the levy in January during
a visit to Toledo and took the
city administration, and par-
ticularly Mayor Carty
Finkbeiner, to task for a series
of slights to the black commu-
nity. During that January rally
at Braden United Methodist,
Rose spoke of the elimination
of the City of Toledo’s De-
partment of Affirmative Ac-
tion/Contract Compliance (the
office was downgraded), the
discrimination and unfair treat-
ment of minorities who have
been employed by the City of
Toledo, the mayor’s refusal to
honor pledges made to black
ministers to restore the de-
partment to its previous sta-
tus, the proposal to cut funds
to the public defender’s of-
fice, a proposal to shrink the

size of city council, a refer-
ence to former Fire Chief Mike
Bell as “King Kong,” the im-
position of the garbage fee,
the attempt to de-fund
CareNet, the appropriation of
thousands of dollars for beau-
tification projects and the in-
stallation of the $10,000 shower
in the mayor’s office.

The mayor responded by
enlisting the aid of some area
African-American ministers
and city employees to drum
up support for the levy in the
central city.

For his part, Rose does not
believe that his call for change
has been defeated even
though the levy passed so
easily.

“I don’t confuse the war
with a battle,” said Rose. “Rosa
Parks lost the battle, but got
the victory; in Selma Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King lost the battle
but got the victory when Presi-
dent John signed the Voting
Rights Act. I don’t confuse
votes with victories.”

Visit Us Online at:
thetruthtoledo.com

City Tax Levy Passes in Spite
of Widespread Opposition
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Senior citizens around
the Toledo area are in-
vited to learn about pro-
tecting their financial
health at a free Seniors &
Money workshop pre-
sented by Ohio Trea-
surer Richard Cordray.

  The workshop was
created in partnership
with the Ohio Department
of Aging and is open to
the public. Instructors
will focus on personal fi-
nance issues specific to
seniors including identity
theft and tips to avoid
financial scams.

Ohio Treasurer Richard Cordray Urges
Senior Citizens to Protect Their
Financial Health
Special to The Truth

  The two-hour financial
education workshop will be
held March 13, from 9:00
a.m. to

11:00 a.m. at the Erie
Street Market, 237 South

Erie Street, Toledo, Ohio.
Senior citizens interested in
attending can learn more in-

formation by contacting
the Ohio Treasury at 800-
228-1102 or visit ing
www.yourmoneynowonline.org.

  Additionally, with tax
season coming up Trea-
surer Cordray would like
to remind senior citizens
that they must file a tax
return in order to receive
an economic stimulus
check. Seniors can call 1-
800-906-9887 to find a
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) loca-
tion, or 1-800-AARP-
NOW to receive assis-
tance from the AARP.
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Gloria Pace King, who will
serve as the keynote speaker
for the Greater Toledo Urban
League’s annual banquet on
Thursday, March 13, has been
the president and CEO of United
Way of Central Carolinas for 14
years, helping raise more than
$466 million for the Charlotte,
North Carolina area in that time.
In 2007, she led the community
in raising a record-setting $45.3
million through the nonprofit’s
annual fundraising campaign.
Under her leadership, the orga-
nization has built stronger com-
munity relationships so that

Urban League’s Keynote
Speaker Believes in
Creating Opportunity
Special to The Truth

real, lasting change occurs
through United Way of Central
Carolinas’ 98-member agencies
and the 200-plus programs it
supports. By sharing with the
community her passion to im-
prove lives, King has helped
United Way of Central Caroli-
nas obtain the second largest
Tocqueville Society in the na-
tion, increasing the number of
loyal contributors each year.

Before transplanting to
North Carolina, King hailed from
Ohio as the senior vice presi-
dent of Community Investment
and Resource Management for
United Way in Cleveland.

King has earned a number
of awards, including the 2006
Whitney M. Young, Jr. Award
from the Urban League of the
Central Carolinas. In 2005, she
also earned the La Familia
Award, given by Chief Volun-
teer Officers/Chief Professional
Officers Alliance to an individual
who has consistently demon-
strated commitment to the
United Way movement. Addi-
tionally, King was honored with

a 2005 Women in Business
Achievement Award by the
Charlotte Business Journal.

King is one of a handful of
employees at United Way who
holds a Six Sigma Green Belt
Certification, having completed
a rigorous program through
Bank of America. Additionally,
she is the host of United Way of
Central Carolinas’ United Way
and You television program,
which addresses critical issues
in the community on a monthly
basis. In the past year, the pro-
gram has touched on topics
such as childhood obesity, the
importance of volunteerism and
the best way to manage your
money.

In the community, King fills
many roles, including having
served on the executive com-
mittee for the Wachovia PGA
Championship for the past five
consecutive years.

She is a staunch supporter
of the Arts and Science Council
and serves as outreach commit-
tee chair and a member of the
Board of Trustees for the North
Carolina Dance Theatre.

As a member of the Charlotte
Chapter of The Links, Inc., King
is a part of one of the nation’s
oldest and largest volunteer
service organizations of women
dedicated to enriching the cul-
ture and economic survival of
African Americans.

King, among many other
things, is a member of the Char-
lotte Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, the larg-
est African-American Greek-let-
tered sorority in the world.

King is also the proud mother
of two children, Kara Cathryn
King, who holds a Ph.D. in biol-
ogy and Leslie Charles King,
J.D. LLM.

Ed. Note: The 11th Annual
Urban League Dinner will be
held this year at Gladieux
Meadows. Doors open at 6:30
pm. For information call 419-
243-3343

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2008 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

“All About Diabetes” 
Diabetes is a disease in which the body does not 
produce or properly use insulin. The participants 
will learn about the different types of diabetes, 
treatment, risk factors, and diabetic complications. 
Upon completion of the presentation participants 
will be aware of strategies to control diabetes, 
prevent or delay the onset of type 2 diabetes.    

Guest Speaker: 
Carilyn L. White, MSN, CNP 

Family Nurse Practitioner

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM (Dinner Provided) 

“What Is The Healthiest Diet?” 
Dietary factors are linked to coronary heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes and high blood 
pressure.  The participants will be provided with an 
overview of basic nutrition, the food pyramid, 
healthy eating habits, and meal-planning guidelines. 
The overall goal of this topic is to promote health 
and reduce diseases associated with dietary intake.   

Guest Speaker: 
Michele Bahns, MS, R.D., L.D. 

Registered Dietitian 
ProMedica Health System 

Total Wellness 

FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2008 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

Children Ages 5 – 12 

“Learn Not To Burn”  
This program is designed to teach elementary 
children about fire prevention and provide hands-
on safety activities.  The participants will learn what 
to do in the event of a fire, the importance of 
home fire drills, and how to escape in the event of 
a home fire.   

Guest Speaker: 
Norla Long, Burn Educator 

St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center 
Burn Unit Department

Pre-Minority Health Month
Events
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EVENT CENTER 

THE TRUTH ART GALLERY 

1811 Adams Street Toledo, Ohio 43604 

Phone: 1-419-243-0007 

            1-419-867-9733 

Email: htccwarren@yahoo.com 

 

SOJOURNER’S TRUTH NEWS 

1811 Adams Street Toledo, Ohio 43604 

 Email: thetruth@thetruthtoledo.com 

Web site: www.thetruthtoledo.com 

 

For event Information contact: 

Glenda D. Brown,  
Director of Events 

419-346-5275 
email: gcreationsevents@yahoo.com 

 

 

The Truth Art Gallery and Events Center 

is dedicated to providing professional 

services for your next event. 

 

We invite you to come and view the art 

gallery and see the many possibilities 

that we offer for having your special 

event at this special venue. 

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE 

YOUR DATE FOR 2008 

 

Gallery Hours: Mon. 1-6 p.m. 

                        Closed Tues. - Wed. 
                        Thurs-Sat. 1 p.m. 6 p.m. 

                         Sun. - 3– 7 p.m. 

                         Also by appointment 

 

The search for a new presi-
dent and CEO of the Greater
Toledo Urban League con-
cluded this week when the
board of directors of the local
organization approved the
recommendation of the execu-
tive committee and voted to
ask John Jones to take on the
task.

That recommendation had
also been seconded by the
members of the national
search committee who inter-
viewed several candidates for
the position. They noted
Jones’ “energy and enthusi-
asm” and his already exten-
sive knowledge of Urban
League activities and pro-
grams.

And now Jones – minis-
ter, accountant and current
president of the Greater To-
ledo Urban League’s Young
Professionals – is about to
undertake even more respon-
sibility this month when he
assumes the mantle of leader
of the area Urban League of-
fice.

Jones, who has been an
associate minister at Chris-
tian Temple Baptist Church
for the past eight years, sees
his new position leading the
Urban League as an exten-
sion of that role.

“The Lord called me to the
ministry eight years ago and
the opportunity to join the
preaching ministry was a
God-ordained call,” says
Jones. “The Urban League is
another ministry.”

But while the call to Chris-
tian Temple came from God,
Jones was called to join the
Urban League in a more
earthly manner. That call was
placed by his predecessor,
Johnny Mickler, a long-time
Urban League professional
who arrived in Toledo 11
years ago to open this local
office and left last June to
return to his native South
Carolina and take over a
branch of the Urban League
there.

Mickler brought Jones
into the Urban League and
onto the board of directors in
order to fill an opening on the
finance committee. Jones,
who is presently a senior re-
imbursement analyst with
ProMedica Health System,
and prior to that was a senior
auditor with Ernst & Young
LLP, was aptly suited for the
finance committee. But he
soon found out that his asso-
ciation with the Urban
League would be never be
limited to financial concerns.

“Once I got involved and
found out what the Urban
League was all about, it be-
came a passion,” says Jones.
“It was about changing lives
of people and their families; it

was a whole lot bigger than I
thought.

“In 2004 I went to the Na-
tional Urban League conven-
tion in Detroit as the Young
Professionals were starting
to get traction … that really
grabbed me. When I see a
bunch of black people doing
something so positive, I have
to be a part of that.”

Of course, Jones is about
to become an even bigger part
of changing lives as presi-
dent and CEO of the local
office. And since the Urban
League has become his pas-
sion, or one of his passions,
this rates as a real dream job
… or one of his dream jobs.
Being able to serve full time in
the ministry would be dream
job number one. The Urban
League is right up there, how-
ever, and presents him as he
says, with the opportunity to
share in seeing people’s lives
change.

Naturally we asked Jones
what he wishes to accomplish
as the second leader of the
local Urban League.

“First, I want to build the
presence of the Urban League
in the city and the region,” he
responds. “Looking at all of
the programs we provide,
what bugs me the most is
people asking ‘what is it the
Urban League does?’ There’s
not been a concerted effort to
get that out there.

“Second, I would like to

increase programming and
broaden it. We do programs
for jobs and seniors and
youth, for example. But
there’s a component that we
miss – home ownership, en-
trepreneurship. I want to keep
the jobs component but we
need to find a way to help
increase wealth.

“And, third, I want to add
to being the conscience of
the city in being able to speak
on issues … but equitably
and by removing the political
part. We want to be even more
in tune with the community in
order to address the things
that the ordinary brother and
sister are most concerned
with.”

As a veteran of the Urban
League, Jones has already
been responsible for a great
deal of programming growth
within the organization. He
has been the first and only
leader of the Young Profes-
sionals and has seen mem-
bership in that branch in-
crease dramatically during his
three years at the helm.

There’s not much, in fact,
that Jones does by half mea-
sure. At Christian Temple, the
church his grandmother – the
first pastor – founded 36 years
ago and that his father,
Charles E. Jones, has led since
the early 1990’s, Jones has
developed youth programs,
has developed and imple-
mented systems to track fi-

nancial activity and has been
responsible for communica-
tions with governing agen-
cies.

There is still a lot to do at
the church, he says now, and
he is committed to helping
that process for as long as he
can.

A Toledo native, Jones
attended Emmanuel Baptist
Christian School and earned
a bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting and finance from
Central State University. He

John C. Jones: A Passion for Helping People Change
Their Lives
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

will earn a master’s of divin-
ity from Anderson Theologi-
cal Seminary later this year.

He has served on the
boards of the Toledo Zoo
Diversity Council, the
Norwest Ohio Chapter of
Healthcare Financial Man-
agement Association, the
Public Broadcasting Founda-
tion of NW Ohio, COSI,
among others – all part of his
commitment to the Toledo
area community.

Jones and his wife

Shaundra have two daugh-
ters, Naomi, seven, and
Cathryn, four.

And how long does the
youthful Jones envision him-
self being the leader of the
Urban League?

“Because it is such a pas-
sion, it depends only on what
happens within the church,”
says Jones. “But it’s not a
steppingstone to anything,
this is where I’m at.”



Bob Vasquez, a two-
time Democratic candi-

date for the Toledo City
Council, was voted onto
the Toledo Board of
Education last Friday to
fill the vacancy created
when member Robert
Torres resigned to ac-

Bob Vasquez Selected to
Toledo Board of
Education
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

cept a position with the city
government of Canton,

Ohio.
Vasquez, the director of

special projects for The
Twelve, Inc., received three
of four votes from the re-
maining board members and
will complete the final two

years of Torres’ unex-
pired term.

Vasquez was one of
14 people who applied
for the opening, 12 of
whom were interviewed
by board members two
days before the selec-
tion was made. Board
President Steve Steel,
Ph.D., and members Jack
Ford and Lisa Sobecki
voted for  Vasquez.
Board member Darlene
Fisher nominated and
voted for Cheryl Catlin,
who ran for a seat on the
board in lest November’s
general election and fin-
ished out of the running
to Ford and Sobecki.

“The way the school
system goes is the way
our community goes,”
said Vasquez later dur-
ing the evening as he re-
flected on his selection.
“I’ve been working with
youth and families for
years … this fits in per-
fectly with what I’ve
been doing and my run
for City Council.”

In addition to his du-
ties with The Twelve,
Inc., Vasquez teaches at
The University of Toledo
and Owens Community
College and has worked
in the past for Lucas
County Children’s Ser-
vices and the Ohio Youth
Advocate Program.

“The way the school system
goes is the way our community
goes,” ~ Bob Vasquez

Area high school se-
niors are invited to learn
about Owens Community
College’s many educa-
tional opportunities during
a fun, music-themed event
as the College hosts Regis-
tration Rocks. The event
will occur March 17-20 and
24-27.

High school seniors can
sign up for any day of Reg-
istration Rocks which runs
from 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. on the
Toledo-area Campus.
Owens is located on Or-
egon Road in Perrysburg
Township. Attendees are
required to RSVP prior to
the event.

“Registration Rocks is a
great opportunity for pro-
spective students to re-

Owens Toledo-area Campus
Hosts Registration Rocks in
March
Special to the Truth

ceive academic advising, as
well as register for summer
and fall classes all in one
fun-filled day,” said Jenni-
fer Irelan, Owens Assistant
Director of Enrollment Ser-
vices. “Owens Community
College is excited to once
again host an event where
students can take the first
step toward their career as-
pirations by pursuing a
quality college education.”

Throughout each day,
students will be able to meet
with faculty and staff mem-
bers, take the Owens place-
ment test and pick up im-
portant information about
financial aid, clubs and stu-
dent activities, local hous-
ing and academic program
offerings. In addition, a

separate program on learn-
ing to support your chil-
dren in college will be of-
fered to parents who attend
Registration Rocks.

Seniors will have the op-
portunity to win various
raffle prizes during each
day, including Owens base-
bal l  caps,  T-shir ts ,
sweatshirts and more.

Additionally, attendees
will be provided with a free
lunch during their visit.

For more information, or
to register, contact the
College’s Enrollment Ser-
vices Office at (567) 661-
7253 or 1-800-GO-OWENS,
Ext. 7253. Or, check out the
website at www.owens.edu
and click on the Registra-
tion Rocks icon.

Third Baptist Church Hosts
Collegiate Grammy
Nominated Chorus
By Artisha Lawson
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Education Section • Education Section • Education Section • Education Section • Education Section • Education Section

The sanctuary of Third
Baptist Church on Pinewood
was filled with community
residents and members to
hear the Grammy-nominated
chorus from Central State
University in celebration of
the church’s 140th anniver-
sary. The concert featured
selections from the full choir,
women’s chorus, men’s cho-
rus and men’s quartet.

Traditionally, the concert
opened with a prayer led by
senior pastor of Third Baptist
Church, Rev. Kevin Bedford,
who asked the Lord to bless
the choir that performed that
night. “We’re excited to hear
this Central State University
Chorus, Lord continue to
place your loving arms around
them, as they bless us to-
night.”

The chorus opened their
presentation by marching
two-by-two down the
church’s aisles and singing a
spiritual medley a cappella,
which included the lyrics
from: “I’ve Done What You
Told Me to Do,” “Better Be
Ready,” and “Guide my Feet.”

The chorus then marched
into the stands in front of the
church and continued to sing
a variety of arrangements
from four different compos-
ers which included Professor
William Henry Caldwell’s ar-
rangement of “Amazing
Grace,” which thoroughly
excited the crowd who re-
sponded with hand waves
and clapping. “It’s good to
be here at historic Third Bap-
tist Church. I don’t have to
tell you the story of ‘Amazing
Grace,’ If you’re not a part of
the frozen chosen then sing

along if it sounds good to
you,” stated Professor
Caldwell.

Before the first intermis-
sion, the chorus, in their
school’s maroon and gold
robes sang a foreign selec-
tion called “Nun ist das Heil
und die Kraft,” which tells
the story of God’s original
angels fall from heaven into
hell.

The concert also included
three gospel songs com-
posed by Third Baptist
Church Musical Director

(Continued on Page 8)
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Glenn L. Jones. The songs
were “I’m a Witness, Lord,”
“Heaven Bound Soldier,”
and “My Soul’s Been An-
chored in the Lord.”

Third Baptist Church pas-
tor Rev. Bedford enjoyed the
concert and noted that he is
anticipating similar events.

“Wonderful, we’re
pleased to have them here.
So looking forward to having
this an annual event,” said
Bedford. “That last song sent
this church through the roof.
We, at Third Baptist Church,
want the community to see
and witness the best gospel
talents in the area.”

Before the concert’s con-
clusion, four area high school
students had the opportu-
nity to network with the uni-
versity and heard the resur-
rection of the male quartet.
The four-member quartet
opened their presentation
with a song about pie which
amused the audience.

“I wanted to resurrect the

Third Baptist
(Continued from Page 7)

pie quartet, just like the one I
had when I was a student,”
said Professor Caldwell.

The Central State Univer-
sity Chorus has performed
with international singers
which include: Leontyne
Price, Roberta Alexander and
Nancy Wilson. For 28 years
the chorus has been under
the direction of William Henry

Caldwell, whose role is con-
ductor, arranger and vocal
coach.

Over the past 28 years, the
chorus has performed also
with The Cincinnati Sym-
phony Orchestra, Cleveland
Orchestra, Dayton Philhar-
monic Orchestra and on sev-
eral Telearc International CD
recordings.

Rev and First Lady William
Bedford (below)

Glenn Jones - Music Director of Third
Baptist (above)

Scenes From BGSU’s Annual Dinner Theatre

More on Page 9
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The Toledo-Lucas
County Public Library is
proud to announce the
launch of TEEN SCENE,
an exciting new section
on toledolibrary.org de-
signed with teens in mind.

You can find the excit-
ing new Web site easily
by clicking on the Teen
Scene button on the right
panel  of
toledolibrary.org’s home
page.

Once you visit, you’ll
find features that include
links to e-zines, games,
homework help, book
suggestions, sports and
enter tainment  s i tes .
There’s also links to a
volunteer page, a teen
health and wellness data-

Check Out TEEN SCENE
on toledolibrary.org!
Special to The Truth

base, and a section dedi-
cated to college, careers
and money.

“This site serves as an
exciting place to visit for
information of interest ex-
clusively for teenagers.
We believe that teens are
looking for entertainment
and information that is
easy to access and that
they know is accurate. By

adding this site to the
Library’s already exciting
teen emphasis, we are
connecting to an impor-
tant population in our
community,”  said
Marilyn Zielinski, the
Library’s Youth Services
Manager.  She added, if
you’re a parent or guard-
ian of a teen, Teen Scene
is a safe place for your
teen to visit and utilize.

Be sure to also look at
the weekly poll, daily
horoscope and the read-
ing suggestions by Li-
brary staff in the section
titled Cyber Picks. Log
on!

For more detai ls ,
please call 419.259.5207.

Every year the Bowling
Green State University’s Cen-
ter for Multicultural and Aca-
demic Initiatives (CMAI) pre-
sents its dinner theatre in
honor of Black History
Month.

This year’s event (“The
Best of Dinner Theatre”), di-
rected as always by CMAI’s
Sheila Brown, featured the
return of nationally-known
comedian Jay Lamont.

All photographs compli-
ments of Bob Midden

Annual Dinner Theatre
(Continued from Page 8)

Sheila Brown and Jay Lamont
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To apply, call 419-244-6711, ext. 219 or visit www.nosf.org

Apply today and your child grade K-8 could receive a 
scholarship worth up to 75% of next year’s tuition at 
the private school of your choice.

Families that meet eligibility requirements and live in 
Lucas, Wood or Fulton county can expose their children 
to a rich diversity, new ideas, and new ways of learning.  

Scholarship application deadline is June 2, 2008.

Put your child 
in private school

It will be a homecoming
and reunion when the
Africana Studies Program
at Bowling Green State
University celebrates its
10th anniversary at its re-
search colloquium and lun-
cheon Friday (March 14)
in the Bowen-Thompson
Student Union. The annual
event is designed to inspire
student interest in archival
and f ield research on
Africana topics.

On hand to hear keynote
speaker China Galland will
be alumni of the program
as well as faculty, staff and
administrators who were
among its co-founders in
1998. Lillian Ashcraft-
Eason, Ph.D., a professor
of history who with her late
husband, Djisovi Eason,
Ph.D., first envisioned an
Africana studies program
at BGSU, is back as its di-
rector for this anniversary
year.

Zachary Will iams,
Ph.D., of the University of
Akron;  Robert  Smith,
Ph.D., of the University of
North Carolina; Babacar
M’Baye, Ph.D., of Kent
State, and Seneca Vaught,
Ph.D., of Niagara Univer-
sity, former graduate stu-
dents in the program, will
be guests on a panel from
10:30-11:45 a.m. in 207
Bowen-Thompson Student
Union.

“BGSU’s Africana
Studies Program is a gem
that  contr ibutes  enor-
mously to global under-
standing through classes,
thought-provoking sympo-
sia, outstanding commu-
nity engagement, and an
undergraduate research
conference that nurtures
and showcases the work of
our students,” said Donald
Nieman, Ph.D., dean of the
College of Arts and Sci-
ences. “I am deeply in-
debted to Lillian Ashcraft-
Eason for her vision and
her dedication to making
Africana Studies a reality
at BGSU.”

The development of the
program has been a col-
laborative effort, Ashcraft-
Eason emphasized, with
strong participation from
ethnic studies, history and
other departments.

“We could not have had
a beginning without
everyone’s support,” she
said. The program had one
student when it became a
minor in 1998, then grew
to become a major (in 2001)

BGSU’s Africana Studies Program
Welcomes Alumni on 10th
Anniversary
Special to The Truth

that now counts 15 stu-
dents. It has also seen the
campus add African spe-
cialists in various areas,
from music to art and eth-
nic studies.

Eason’s untimely death
in 2005 was a blow to all
who had benefited from his
contribution to the study
of African cultural arts. A
master  drummer,  he
founded the Olatunji Drum
Circle for World Peace,
and established the Odun
Omo Eniyan Children’s
Fest ival  that  brought
schoolchildren to BGSU to
learn and perform African
cultural arts, in addition to
teaching in the program.

Nieman was a key fig-
ure in founding the pro-
gram. “He’s been so sup-
portive, joining me in co-
chairing the first Africana
Studies Committee to ar-
range a slate of courses.
His backing for the estab-
lishment of the major was
crucial,” Ashcraft-Eason
said of the dean, whose
own research has centered
on African-American his-
tory and civil rights.

Mary Wrighten,
multicultural services di-
rector in the University Li-
braries, has been “pivotal”
in organizing the annual
col loquium, Ashcraft-
Eason said. And Rebecca
Green, Ph.D., an associate
professor of art history,
“has been a mainstay in
Africana Studies since its
inception,” she said. “She
has added so much to this
program.”

The Africana Studies
Program takes an interna-
tional and interdisciplinary

approach to the study of
the Africana peoples of the
world,  said Ashcraft-
Eason, and the colloquia
keynote speakers over the
years have come from a
range of disciplines. They
have included Molefi Kete
Asante, African-American
studies faculty member
from Temple University
and founder of the first
Ph.D. program in African-
American studies; Distin-
guished Research Profes-
sor Paul Lovejoy of York
University in Canada; Af-
rican-American lawyer, ac-
tivist and scholar Randall
Robinson; Toyin Falola,
Ph.D.,  a  dist inguished
teaching professor at the
University of Texas at Aus-
tin and a fellow of the His-
torical Society of Nigeria
and the Nigerian Academy
of Letters, and astronaut
Dr. Mae Jemison, MD, the
first  African-American
woman to enter space.

Religion and culture
among African people will
be the topic of this year’s
colloquium.

Presenting research pa-
pers will be students from
as far away as Southwest-
ern University in Texas,
along with others from the
Universi ty  of  Detroi t
Mercy, Ohio State Univer-
sity and Bowling Green.
Their presentations will be
held from 9:30-11:45 a.m.
and 1:30-2:30 p.m. in 207
Union.

China Galland,  ac-
claimed author and profes-
sor-in-residence at the
Center for the Arts, Reli-
gion and Education at the
Graduate  Theological

College
Resource Night
Special to The Truth

Worried about finding the right college or
missing out on the right scholarship? Want to
know how to find the school that will provide
the proper education on a tight budget? Come
to the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library’s
College Resource Night on Wednesday,
March 19, and learn how to make the right
decision.

The program will be held from 6:30 to 8
p.m. in the McMaster Center at Main Library,
325 Michigan St. Participants will learn about
colleges, available resources, scholarships and
other financial aid, and more. Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) forms
will be available to take home.

Join Mary Plews, Library Teen Specialist,
as she provides Toledo area students and their
parents or guardians with the information
they need to prepare for their futures in higher
education.

College Resource Night is free, but par-
ticipants must register in advance.

For more details or to register for the event,
please call 419.259.5297.

Union in Berkeley, Calif.,
will give the keynote ad-
dress at the colloquium lun-
cheon. Her work has been
praised by the likes of Bill
Moyers and author Sue
Monk Kidd.

Her free, 12:15 p.m.
talk, “The Black Madonna
in Europe,” will be held in
228 Union. Author of Love
Cemetery and other books,
the East  Texas nat ive
teaches, lectures and leads
retreats nationally and in-
ternationally on religion,
race and reconciliation.

The cost of the 11:45
a.m. Greek-cuisine lun-
cheon is $8.75, or $7.65
for the vegetarian option.
R.S.V.P.  by Monday
(March 10) to Wrighten at
419-372-7897 or
mwright@bgsu.edu.

For more information on
Galland,  vis i t
www.chinagalland.com.

Ohio’s Primary Elections have
come and gone. And he’s still in it!

Get your
OBAMA ‘08

T - Shirts
Call to order:  419.243.0007
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The grand opening of the
new Truth Art Gallery and
Event Center at 1811 Adams
Street heralds the end of the
concept of Black History
Month as we know it. The
practice of acknowledging
the contributions and inven-
tions of Black Americans for
only 28 days in February
should find a final resting
place and dig its own hole
and cover itself with dirt.
Why it was ever born and
lived for so long always
amazes me.

If there were a month for

The End Of Black History Month
The Start of Black History Year
The New Truth Art Gallery
By Warren Woodberry

a White History Month, then
maybe, just maybe there
would be no complaint. But
to have supported the thought
that black contributions to
the history of America only
deserved 28 days in Febru-
ary was ridiculous.

The grand opening and
reception of the Truth Art
Gallery and Event Center
on Saturday March 15,
from 6-10 will finally put an
end to this nonsense.

 Black history and its con-
tribution to the fiber of
American history will now

be a 12-month a year cel-
ebration, as are the fruits of
the contributions made by
our people. May the concept
of a Black History Month
rest in peace.

We hope that you share
our excitement on this jour-
ney to correct the mistakes
of history and that you will
share this moment with us at
the grand opening.

 For more information:
Truth Art Gallery and Event
Center (419)243-0007
Fletcher Word (419)243-
0007 Email:
thetruth@thetruthtoledo.com
Warren Woodberry Curator
(419)867-9733 Email:
htccwarren@yahoo.com

The Toledo Club of the
National Association of
Negro Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Clubs,
Inc., held its 44th Annual
Founders’ Day Luncheon
on Saturday, March 8, at
Indiana Avenue Mission-
ary Baptis t  Church’s
Stephenson-Roberts Hall.

In spite of the dread-
ful, wintry conditions, the
program proceeded on
time to celebrate the con-
tributions of founders
Emma Odessa Young,
Ollie Chin Porter, Effie
Diton,  Bertha Perry
Rhodes,  Josephine B.
Keene,  Adelaide
Flemming and Pearl
Flippen.

This year’s luncheon
buffet was provided by the
members themselves. Lisa
Hightower entertained the
audience with her musi-
cal selections.

NANBPWC Inc. Holds 44th

Annual Founders’ Day
Luncheon
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Celia  Wil l iamson,
Ph.D., associate profes-
sor of social work at The
University of Toledo and
founder of the Second
Chance program, was
honored for her contri-
butions to the commu-
nity. Second Chance is
an outreach program
started by Williamson to
reduce r isk among
women and girls who be-
come the victims of pros-
titution. A member of the
program, LeeAnn
Campbell, spoke of the
impact  Wil l iamson’s
work has had on her life.

Saturday’s mistress of
ceremony was
Cerssandra McPherson,
who also served as the
chairman for the event.

Wanda Terrell is the
president of NANBPWC,
Inc.
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On Thursday, March 13,
from 4 to 6 PM, John Scott,
Ph.D., will address the
topic of “Socio-Political-
Cultural Strategies From
the 1970’s & 1980’s for
Black Students  at
BGSU (Useful In the New
Millennium).”

The event is sponsored
by the BGSU Black Stu-
dent Union and will be held
in Room 207 of the Bowen
Thompson Student Union.

Scott will focus his re-
marks on the origination(s)
and significance of the Eth-
nic Studies Program/De-
partment,  Third World
Theatre, ECAP [The Eth-
nic Cultural Arts Program
]; The Obsidian and Project
Search, in the context of
“creating a landscape and
legacy for change.”

He was instrumental in

“A Conversation with Dr.
John Scott”
 Special to The Truth

the beginnings of these im-
portant units, among oth-
ers, that still exist today at
BGSU and which reflect
an emphasis on the culture
and experience of peoples
of color in general and
black people in particular.
Scott is a pioneer and sig-
nificant Black individual
in the history of Bowling
Green State University.

Dr. Scott earned his
masters and doctoral de-
grees from BGSU in 1966
and 1972, respectively.  He
was granted the rank of
professor emeritus in 1996
and thereafter has taught
at  Benedict  College,
Florida Memorial College,
Michigan State University
and is presently a tenured
professor and the chairman
of the Department  of
Speech & Theatre at Jack-

son State University.
He is a nationally rec-

ognized playwright, con-
sultant, guest lecturer, di-
rector, composer, poet and
author.  Among his most
outstanding stage plays are
Ride a Black Horse, Karma
II and The Good Ship
Credit.  Dr. Scott’s tele-
plays on

Public television in-
clude Pieces of a Man;
Currents: From the Rivers
of our Fathers; and Hats,
Handkerchiefs and Fans.

Among those appearing
in works written/directed
by Scott are Morgan Free-
man, Mary Alice, Howard
Rollins, JA Preston, Bar-
bara Montgomery and au-
thor-mentor  James
Baldwin.

Douglas Turner Ward,
Co-Founder of the Negro
Ensemble Company/NEC,
says this of Scott:  “As
someone who has produced
and directed John Scott’s
work, I consider him one
of the best contemporary
playwrights.” John Scott
shares his educational phi-
losophy with us: ”To help
young people and artists...
‘Prepare to become a star
where you are’...to build a
foundation for expanding
outreach and assuming
greater responsibility.”

ALMA Classes and
Workshops

Below is a listing of upcoming classes and workshops
being offered by ALMA Dance Experience...

Upcoming ALMA Classes:
Wednesday, March 19 @ 6pm – BGSU Campus
                     (110 Eppler North, Studio #222, BGSU 43403)
1 hour beginner class open to everyone – fun, fitness, art,
and LIVE drumming! Sponsored by the University Dance
Alliance. Class fee is $3 for non-members; this class is
open to the public.

West African Dance Class – Monclova Community Center
Thursday Evenings in April, 7 pm-8 pm (April 3 thru April
24, 2008 )
A 4-week series of West African dance classes offered by
ALMA Dance Experience and held in Still Waters Yoga
Studio in the Monclova Community Center
(www.stillwatersyoga.com). $10 per session ~ PRE-PAY &
SAVE, 4 class for $30.

Classes in this series will be led by ALMA Dancer, Ann
Ritter, and live drumming from ALMA Drummers Pevely,
Jim and John.   No experience is necessary ~ everyone
welcome!

ALMA Drums – Community Drumming:
THIS Sunday, March 16 @ 12:30pm
Held in the Monclova Community Center (good directions
@ www.stillwatersyoga.com)
3rd Sunday of the Month @ 12:30pm, March thru June 2008
(March 16, April 20, May 18, June 15).
No experience necessary ~ everyone welcome!

TPS Arts in Education Programs featuring ALMA Drum &
Dance:
THURSDAY, MARCH 20 @ 1:30pm – Walbridge Elementary
School
Thursday, May 15 @ 2pm – Grove Patterson Elementary

ALMA Modern Programming:
ALMA Modern – “Dance Making with ALMA Modern”
 @ the Toledo Museum of Art - Sunday, April 27 @ 3:30pm
in The Great Gallery
A 1 hour creative movement experience aimed at young
people, but open to everyone! Free and open to the public.
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STUDIO 3.2.9
Hair Nails & Beauty

TOLEDO’S PREMIERE SALON

OPEN 8:30 AM TUESDAY - SATURDAY

SHAMP/STYLE
$19.99

EVERY DAY!!!

1ST Tuesday of every month
 20% OFF FOR SENIORS

Appointments & Walk-Ins are Welcome

VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

1238 Flaire Dr.      Toledo, OH 43615

(419) 535-1862 STUDIO329@ATT.NET

Holland Sylvania

Reynolds

Flaire Dr.
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I know, this joint came
out last year – but it’s
B.I.G. ,yo.

And props to his mom
Voletta Wallace and her
supporters for their recent
legal victory concerning
the conspiracy cover-up
by the L.A.P.D. She sued
em and she got more than
half of what she asked for.

In honor of all that, I
had to go ahead and holla
at this release.

As far as Bad Boy
Records goes, Black Rob
almost made some noise
and Puff made crazy noise
with the Making The Band
3 series. But for the most
part, things haven’t been
good. No doubt, a Biggie
release in the fourth quar-
ter is a no-brainer.

But you can’t tell that
Puff and his producers
took their time to really
do B.I.G. justice with this
final album. Born Again
was just a bunch of people
on Biggie’s songs and
most of it didn’t really go
over too well.

First of all, those of us
who love Biggie – we
don’t really wanna see a
whole bunch of collabo-
rations or re-worked clas-

Album Review
The Notorious B.I.G. -
Biggie Duets
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

sics that just lift his leg-
endary vocals and put them
over beats by the producer
de jour.

But honestly, yo, the
music on this piece is im-
maculate.

Even though Biggie’s
verses are just re-worked
from joints we already
memorized, the art of con-
structing a posthumous al-
bum featuring the game’s
hottest talent is perfected
on Biggie Duets. Even
Diddy (with some obvious
ghost writing courtesy of
Marshall Mathers) gets
open on the first track and
all the guest artists on the
project bring their A game.
I mean, they really had no
choice to when you look at
it.

This was Diddy’s way
of saying farewell to his
partner by allowing artists
who happen to be fans to
get a chance to rock along-
side the King of New York.
In total there are 35 guest
artists on this album (which

kinda negates the idea of
the title cuz there’s only
one duet on here).

I been listening to it to
try and tell ya’ll what’s
hot and what’s not, but
right now it’s playing and
it’s on the 10th track and
it’s been constant fire the
whole way through.

I’m not being biased
either.

The only true duet is
Jay Z and Biggie’s
“Whatchu Want” and it’s
so hot that … I mean ,this
is some next level ish right
here yo. “1970 Some-
thing” features The Game
and Faith Evans and the
ridiculously insane “Liv-
ing In Pain” with 2pac,
Mary J. Blige and Nas –
yo, just those two alone
are worth the cost of this
entire CD at full price!

Forget it yo, this al-
bum gets an A

Long Live The King –
B.I.G. you changed the
game forever.

glasscitytruth@yahoo.com

At a news conference last
week, officials from United
Way of Greater Toledo an-
nounced the United Way
Family Food Fund campaign,
a one month fundraising ef-
fort to help alleviate the emer-
gency food needs of families
in Lucas County.

United Way, in partner-
ship with Toledo Area Min-
istries, Toledo Northwestern
Ohio Food Bank, and To-
ledo Seagate Food Bank, is
introducing the Family Food
Fund campaign in response
to a food summit with emer-
gency food providers and
feeding sites held this past
November.

The summit revealed:

United Way Seeks
Community Involvement in
Addressing a Growing Need
For Food
Special to The Truth 

�        Forty percent of re-
quests to United Way 2-1-1
in 2007 were for food;

�        Toledo Area Minis-
tries saw a 32 percent in-
crease in requests over the
past year;

�        The Toledo North-
western Ohio Food Bank
experienced a 16 percent
decrease in donations; and

�        Toledo Seagate
Food Bank received 4.2 mil-
lion pounds of donated food
last year compared to 15 mil-
lion three years ago.

      Bill Kitson, president
and CEO of United Way said,
“It is obvious the demand for
food is growing while sup-
ply is decreasing. United

Way, through the Family
Food Fund, is seeking the
help of the community to re-
spond to this pressing issue.”

People interested in con-
tributing can donate securely
online at
www.unitedwaytoledo.org
or mail a check to United
Way Family Food Fund, One
Stranahan Sq., Toledo, Ohio
43604.

  Money raised will be
used to support additional
case management services in
area soup kitchens, to pro-
vide emergency food provid-
ers with funding to purchase
food and fill food requests,
and to establish an emer-
gency food fund.

The Toledo Chapter of
The Links, Incorporated
presents its annual Health
and Wellness Series coor-
dinated by the chapter’s
National Trends Commit-
tee.  This year’s theme is
ent i t led “Stomp It
Skinny” – Childhood
Obesity, Nutrition and
Fun Exercises!

The free and open to the
public event is scheduled
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 15 at the
Ella P. Stewart Academy
for Girls, 707 Avondale
Ave., Toledo. An RSVP is
required for all to partici-

The Toledo Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated Presents
“Stomp It Skinny” –
Childhood Obesity, Nutrition
and Fun Exercises

pate. (See details below).
Buckeye CableSystem

and ProMedica Health Sys-
tem proudly join the To-
ledo Links to present this
important and fun event
filled with valuable infor-
mation.

The “Stomp It Skinny”

series is open to school-
age children and their par-
ents or guardians.  Infor-
mational  sessions are
planned where both adults
and youth can learn the
dangers of childhood obe-
sity and the value of good
nutrition and fun exercises.

A luncheon, raffle
for great prizes and
community vendors
are scheduled for this
fun day of activities.

To part ic ipate ,
please RSVP to ei-
ther  the Family
House at
419.242.5505,

F r e d e r i c k
Douglass Center at
419.244.6722 or Ella
P. Stewart Academy
for  Gir ls  a t
419.671.5350.
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431 Islington -- $34,900
DUPLEX - GREAT INVESTMENT

OPPORTUNITY!!
Vinyl siding, 2 car garage - Agents get your clients in.

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

325 Independence Road
$72,000

Lots of updates, vinyl siding, new windows, 
electrical system 2007, furnace 2003, roof 
2000, fenced backyard with storage shed

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

2040 Sandringham - $196,000
4 bds to full baths, updated eat-in kitchen w/gran-
ite countertops, large deck, large master w/bath 

Call Laneta Goings, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.467.9302 or 419.891.0888

The
Workers Wanted - Studio 329

Apprenticeship Program - Advanced Training - Magazine 
Photoshoots - Ask about business Starter Kits- FREE

continued CEU classes - Contact Owner Doug Keetion 
1238 Flaire Drive  - Phone 419.535.1862

E-mail studio329@sbcglobal.net

MCCOYS HAULING
& Property Maintenance Specialist

Commercial & Residential
Clean Ups

Attics, Basements, Garages
Tree & Stump Removal

Property Repairs & Maintenance

Demolition
Interior Tear Outs

Iron & Metal Removal 

Warren McCoy 

419.480.7232

924 Broer - $105,000
Upper Master Suite w/Sky Lights, Anderson 
Windows, six jet whirlpool, fireplace, hardwood 
floors, ceramic tile floor in kitchen, finished 
basement

Alma Dortch-Gilbert - 419.297.2301
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

Looking for partners to make $1,000 to $5,000 
during the next 6-12 months working from home. 
Record setting company:
1.  Go to ... www.mangoisteenfruitinfo.com - For info

2.  Go to ... novarro.1@netzero.com - ask for appointment.

Mature, self starter, people person - with vision

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 NEBRASKA AVENUE  43607 

419.255.7682

“WHEN TRUTH IN PRICING AND QUALITY MATTERS” 

IN OR OUT OF TOWN 

324 Williamont
$89,000

Washington Schools, 3 bd ranch, family 
room, master bedroom with half bath, large 
yard

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

1146 Pinewood Avenue
$65,000

Duplex - Great investment property. New 
siding and  roof (3 years) 1 lower kitchen 
updated, extra lot.

Call Bessie Humphrey
Office 419.874.1188 - Cell 419.260.0215

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

You Asked For it TOLEDO - 

SPANISH CLASSES With NOVARRO

Classes now forming
Call: Novarro at 419.464.2361

380 e ood380 Pinewood                              $130,000

g
4

Mint Cond. 3bd, 2 1/2 bth, 2
1/2 car gar. Quiet Neighbor-

hood. Private Showing.
Move in at closing Call

Grace 419.729.9494

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

Toledo’s New Premiere - Studio 329
Multi-Cultured Upscale Salon

1st Time customers FREE - Cut with any style
1st Tuesday of every month Senior Days 20% OFF

1238 Flaire Dr - Toledo, OH 43615 - Ph. 419.535.1862
Email: studio329@sbcglobal.net

6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH  43560
419.460.1343

Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

Call

Video, and Photography

1408 Shenandoah Road
$59,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

1748 Bobolink Lane
$215,000

4 Bdrm/possible 5 - 3 1/2 baths, Hardwood 
floors - finished basement, family rm w/bar
Beautiful custom Home

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

3 beds, rec rm w/updated eat in 

kitchen, large formal din/liv rm 

Full basement w/rec, rm 1 car

 1705 Parkdale -  $59,999
Call Emory - 419.392.5428 for showings

MID WINTER’S NIGHT DREAM!!

Emory

801 Lincoln Ave. - $91,900
2 bds, Master Bath with Jacuzzi, Freshly 
painted, Finished basement, New roof & eaves, 
concrete steps.  Double lot!

Call Laneta Goings, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.467.9302 or 419.891.0888

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert

419.297.2301 for showing

5115 Grelyn Drive -$165,000
2 bdrm brick ranch w/attached garage 

and family sized deck overlooking 
spacious backyard

Great home for a large family, 4 bed-
rooms/possibly 5, has walk in closets, 

newer gutters, nice garage.
Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors

419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

1158 Vance Street - $34,900 1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2 baths.

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

3 bdrms; 1.5 baths home; open living 

family room and enclosed porch.

2815 Sagamore - $119,000

Alma Dortch-Gilbert - 419.297.2301
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

Black MarketPlace
NEW LISTING!

Lovely 2079 sq. ft. brick ranch, 3 bds, 2.5 baths, located near 
the UT campus. Entertain in this beautiful 28x24 family rm 
w/WB fireplace. Formal dining rm, office area and laundry 
rm, appliances stay, A/C, privacy, security and more. 

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Office  419.866.5900  *  Home Office  419.866.1128 

Want to place an ad in
The BlackMarketPlace?

Call  Pam Anderson @ 419-243-0007

Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

G. Fab
Custom Clothing & Graphic Design

Graphic Design Layouts for:
*Business Cards
*Brochures
* Invitations
*Flyers
*Obituaries

Custom Printed:
*T Shirts
*Hoodies
* Hats
*Jackets
*Jeansc

Special rates for Churches and Non-Profit Organizations

Contact Jason
at 419.467.4320

or
gfab@buckeye-

express.com

$99,900
City of Toledo - Grant Money 
Available !!!! 819 E. Bancroft

3 beds, 2.5 bath, full basement, 
deck, 2 car, tax abatement

Call Emory - 419.392.5428 for showings

HUGH PRICE REDUCTION!

Emory

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 

updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888
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The University of Toledo

Job 996629, Director, Counseling Center, Student Affairs
Division:

The Counseling Center is a component of the Division of Student Affairs and
the Director reports directly to the Vice President.  The Director is responsible for
the leadership, supervision, and management of the Counseling Center includ-
ing hiring, evaluating, training, and supervising the Counseling staff; for budget-
ing, planning, policy development, provision of individual and group therapy,
crisis intervention, consultation, and outreach programs and prevention strategy
services as well as oversight of the professional training program.  He/she works
collaboratively with other units within the Division of Student Affairs as well as
other campus agencies, and academic units and maintains close relationships
with the Counseling, Psychology and Counselor Education graduate training
programs.

The successful candidate must possess a Doctorate in Counseling Psychol-
ogy, Educational Psychology, Clinical Psychology, or Counselor Education and
Supervision; licensure in the State of Ohio (or license eligible) by the State Board
of Psychology or  Ohio Counselor, Social Worker, and Family Therapist Board
( PCC-S required); five years experience at a college counseling center or
comparable professional setting and a minimum of three years of experience in
counseling and mental health services administration, including personnel and
budgetary supervision and decision-making is required.  Desired qualifications
include experience in university counseling center; demonstrated strong col-
laborative skills with other student support departments, in particular Residence
Life and Dean of Students type of operations; experience with the college
population and understanding the value of diversity in a campus community is
important; ability to communicate effectively verbally and in writing and ability to
relate personally and professionally to diverse students and university staff.  Full
Time.  The salary is commensurate with education and experience.

To apply, submit a cover letter (include position title and job #), a resume, as
well as the names and contact information for three professional references to
The University of Toledo, Human Resources Department, Toledo, Ohio 43606-
3390; Fax (419) 530-1490; or email recruit@utoledo.edu, which is preferred.
Use only one method of application. Review of applications will begin April
15th and the position will remain open until filled.   The University of Toledo
is an Equal Access, Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer and
Educator.

Development Associate

Work with Legal Aid
Make a Change for the Better

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE), a non-profit law firm that
provides free, high quality legal assistance to eligible low-income residents of
western Ohio, seeks a Development Associate.  The position is based in ABLE’s
Toledo office.  Applicants must demonstrate ability to assist with multi-faceted
fundraising program, including capital campaign, annual fund, major gifts,
corporate and foundation support, planned giving, online giving, and other
programs designed to broaden funding base.  Individual will be responsible for
coordination and provision of support to Development Team.  Will also be
responsible for prospect research, creating lists of prospective donors, and
donor cultivation.  Must have outstanding interpersonal skills, strong organiza-
tional and project management skills, the ability to communicate effectively both
verbally and in writing, and be able to work collaboratively in a team-based
environment.  Knowledge and skills working with Word, Excel, and donor
tracking programs in a Windows-based environment is required.  Bachelor’s
degree or relevant work experience, including minimum of five years direct
development experience with a non-profit entity that includes responsibilities for
writing, research, and fundraising strategy.  Individual must be committed to
ABLE’S mission and the principle of equal access to justice.  Compensation is
commensurate with experience; excellent benefits package. Send resume
electronically as soon as possible, in Microsoft Word format only to:

E-mail:  jobs@ablelaw.org
Subject:  Development Associate

Applications will only be accepted by e-mail.  Position will remain open until
filled.  Equal access to ABLE’s office is available.  Applicants requiring accom-
modation to participate in the interview/application process should contact the
Recruitment Coordinator at the e-mail address listed above. EOE

MFB/Recruit/StaffPos/DevAssoc/Ad0803-DevAssoc

Independent Housing Facility

Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a subsidized
independent housing facility for those 62 or older.
We are located in a beautiful, quiet residential
setting in Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one
bedroom garden apartments with private patios,
indoor mailboxes, reserved parking and busing to
local grocery stores. Applications are now being
accepted. Call 419-872-3510 or 419-874-4371

LAB TECHNI-
CIAN CAMPUS

COMPUTER LAB
(Full-time)

Owens Community
College invites you to
learn more about this
exciting job opportunity
at https://
jobs.owens.edu .

Become part of our
inclusive culture that
embraces and cel-
ebrates diversity.

AA/EOE

Maintenance Mechanic
Are you interested in a long-term career in maintenance?

BAX GLOBAL, a leader in transportation and logistics industry is seeking to
fill the position of Maintenance Mechanic at our Toledo Hub.  We are seeking
qualified candidates for an upper level mechanic position.  Applicant should
possess comprehensive knowledge of hydraulic systems, electric motor control
systems, AC/DC and gas or diesel engines.  Welding, fabrication and print
reading is a plus.

We offer a competitive wage and benefit program.  If you are interested and
qualified for this position, please apply in person between the hours of 9–11am,
2-4pm, and 6-8pm Monday – Friday at One Air Cargo Parkway East, Swanton,
OH  43558. Phone 419.867.9911.  Applications must be complete by March 21st,
2008.

An Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V

To Place
Your Classified

Call Marla at

419.243.0007

CLINICAL DIRECTOR/ASSOCIATE
DIRECTOR

Counseling Center/Student Affairs
Bowling Green State University

The Clinical Director/Associate Director of the
Counseling Center is expected to provide consider-
able leadership to the Counseling Center staff and
to to periodically act as Administrator-in-Charge of
the Counseling Center when the Director is absent.
The Clinical Director/Associate Director is position
also assumes responsibility for the administration
of the clinical services of the Counseling Center,
which is the primary function of the Counseling
Center and for the provision of psychological ser-
vices to students. For a complete job description,
requirements, and  recruitment dates for this search
(J-61—) and all current Administrative Staff vacan-
cies please visit http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/
employment/adm_staff/page11137.html or contact
the Office of Human Resources at (419) 372-8421
or ohr@bgsu.edu. BGSU is an AA/EO employer/
educator. We are committed to a multicultural envi-
ronment and strongly encourage applications from
women, minorities, veterans and persons with
disabilities
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The regional leader in heart care*
Tightness or pressure in your chest. Pain may also spread to your shoulders, neck and arms.

When you experience these warning signs of a heart attack, call 911 or go to 

the St. V’s ER immediately. Our specialists can quickly assess chest pain. 

And should you need advanced care – from cardiac catheterization to robotic bypass 

surgery – our state-of-the-art Regional Heart & Vascular Center is right across the street. 

Featuring the latest diagnostic and treatment technology, the center is designed to 

make your stay as comfortable as possible, from spacious, private rooms to hotel-style 

room service.

The regional leader in heart care. St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center. 

Take me to St.V’s‘‘ ’’

©2008 Mercy Health Partners*AZG Research, 2007

mercyweb.org

The opening scene of The
Lion King may just be the grand-
est spectacle one will ever see
on stage. But make no mistake,
the opening is merely prelude
to two of the best hours one will
ever have the opportunity to
spend in a theatre.

The most impressive sight
in the opening scene is an el-
ephant strolling down the aisle
and climbing the stage steps.
That’s right, an elephant. Well

The Lion King: A Roaring Good Spectacle
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

… it’s several actors in cos-
tume, actually, as are the other
replicas of animals. But the stage
is certainly more than set.

The costumes are truly the
stars of The Lion King. Julie
Taymor, who designed he cos-
tumes and also directed the
musical and received Tony
awards for both, has employed
all manner of costumes to por-
tray jungle animals. Some ani-
mals are brought to life by a

puppet and its handler, some
by adding limbs to human ac-
tors, some animals are simply
actors with elaborate masks that
sit atop their heads.

 Some of the animals, as in
the case of the young Simba
and Nala, are played with just a
wisp of makeup here and there.

But while the costumes are
a breathtaking excursion into
creativity, there is so much more
to The Lion King than the

myriad bolts of colorful cloth.
The Lion King is based

upon the Disney animated fea-
ture (1994) of the same name.
The Pridelands of Africa is a
region ruled by Mufasa (Dionne
Randolph), a wise, kind lion.
The birth of his son Simba
(Christopher Borger, Jeremy
Gumbs), however, means that
Mufasa’s brother Scar (Timo-
thy Carter), neither wise nor
kind, is no longer next in line to

inherit the kingdom.
We see Simba as a lion cub

frolicking with his friend Nala
(Georgette Francois, Chantylla
Johnson) and learning at the
feet of his father. We also see
Scar plotting to destroy the
young Simba in order to restore
his future claim to the throne.

He entices the young Simba
and Nala to the elephant grave-
yard where the cubs are threat-
ened by hyenas, but his plot is

foiled when Mufasa shows up
in just the nick of time.

He then arranges a stam-
pede of hyenas to endanger
Simba and sends word to
Mufasa to come save his son.

The first act of the musical
ends with Scar killing Mufasa
and convincing Simba that his
father’s death is the youngster’s
fault. He prods Simba into run-
ning away.

In the second act, we see the
grown Simba (Dashaun
Young), who has been raised in
a very unlionlike manner by
Timon the meerkat (Mark
Shunock) and Pumbaa the war-
thog (Ben Lipitz).

Meanwhile Scar, now the
unchallenged ruler … and des-
pot, has laid waste to the
Pridelands. Food has disap-
peared, animals are starving and
Scar has turned his lustful eye
towards a now-grown Nala
(Erika Ash). She rejects his ad-
vances and leaves the king-
dom. Alone in the jungle, she
eventually ends up chasing
Pumbaa the warthog. Who
should come to his aid … Simba.

Simba and Nala confront
each other and, during the
course of their tussle, recogni-
tion dawns. As does love.

Nala convinces Simba to
return home to claim his inher-
itance. He does and, naturally,
the climax of the play is a fierce
battle between Simba and Scar
and their allies – the lionesses
on behalf of Simba, the hyenas
for Scar. If you don’t know who
wins this battle, you just don’t
know Disney.

The costumes are spectacu-
lar throughout, the songs –
primarily by Elton John and Tim
Rice with additional music by
Lebo M, Hans Zimmer and Jay
Rifkin – are enjoyable, if not
particularly memorable, and the
acting is a delight.

Phindile Mkhize plays Rafiki,
the shaman mandrill, magnifi-
cently. Mark Cameron Pow is a
wonderful Zazu. As Zazu – a
character more than reminiscent
of King Lear’s Fool – Pow has
to be both actor and puppet
master and he does both beau-
tifully.

Dionne Randolph is capti-
vating with the right physical
presence as Mufasa and just
the perfect voice as well.

Timothy Carter is wonder-
fully evil as scar although he is
perhaps not as scary as one
would have envisioned.

Young and Ash are perfect
– terrific voices, attractive
couple – as the adult Simba and
Nala in the second act but the
first act’s young Simba, played
on press night by Christopher
Borger, was an absolute scene
stealer.

The whole production is a
feast for the eyes. The dialogue
is at turns both witty and charm-
ingly corny.

Kids will love it, of course. In
fact kids of all ages will love it.


