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More thoughts on the presidential race …
The Republican candidates for president and vice president, Senator John McCain and

Governor Sarah Palin, have adopted a backdrop with a slogan that appears to be one that will
follow them for the duration of the campaign – “Country First.”

This, of course, is the familiar quadrennial theme of the Republican Party, an effort to
question the patriotism of those Democrats who disagree with them, particularly in times of
war – hot or cold.

Richard Nixon used it to great effect in 1972, during Vietnam, and the theme was used
employed by Ronald Reagan as he revived the old soft-on-communism mantra in 1980 and
1984.

And, of course, George W. mastered the attack on patriotism in 2004 as his surrogates
managed to attack his opponent’s service record during Vietnam even though W himself had
successfully avoided duty in Asia.

The “Country First” theme is pulling double duty this time around. First, it reminds
everyone that McCain was a P.O.W. Yes, that’s right, breaking news. You read it here first.
John McCain was a P.O.W., folks.

Secondly, the theme reinvigorates the McCain/Palin claim that their opponents care only
about their political careers and good Republicans – for example, such as McCain and Palin
– care little about political ambition, they are only in this thing for the most selfless of reasons.

Therefore, you would think that the Republicans would have nothing but admiration for
community organizers, wouldn’t you?

You would think that community organizers, who place their own material ambitions on
hold in order to go back on the streets and help folks to find jobs, find housing, manage their
finances, help them with legal difficulties and gain or regain their dignity, would be high on
the list of people Republicans could admire as being part of the “country first, rather than the
me first” crowd – to paraphrase Joan McCain.

Oddly, this is not the case. At the Republican Party National Convention last week, Palin,
and former mayor of New York, Rudy Giuliani – who certainly knows a thing or two about
political ambition – actually made fun of Senator Barack Obama because he had been a
community organizer in his 20’s. Obama had, in fact, passed on a lucrative career as a lawyer
with top drawer Wall Street or Washington, D.C. law firms in order to go back into the streets
and help others.

Now, we don’t think that Obama made such a choice only because he felt the need to help
others, he made a choice for his future, no doubt. Just as McCain, Palin and Giuliani have made
their choices. Nevertheless, for Republicans to disparage community organizers – in general
– while standing in front of a sign that says “Country First” is really the height of hypocrisy.

Or, at least, it was the height. We have no doubt they may surpass even that lofty standard
in the upcoming weeks.

                                             *    *    *    *    *
Finally, Detroit’s recent nightmare seems to be nearing an end. Kwame Kilpatrick is set

to resign and accept the fact that his colorful reign of error is over. At least for a while.
For most Detroiters, this news has been greeted with a sigh of relief. For others, who

question the role that Governor Jennifer Granholm played in forcing the mayor’s hand, the
news has been greeted with dismay that outsiders, particularly white outsiders, stepped into
the mess and ousted the popular mayor who at one point seemed to have the kind of promise
that touch so few. Think Barack Obama, for example.

But regardless of how Kilpatrick met his demise, the fact is that the mayor brought all of
this on himself and on his long-suffering city. The news out of Detroit has been so bad for
so long that this scandal was the very last thing the good citizens of Motor City needed.

It was the last thing that the State of Michigan needed as well. This scandal was just salt
on the self inflicted wounds of the past several decades.

The handwriting was on the wall in 1972, as members of the oil cartel ratcheted up their
efforts to gain control of their own oil fields and economies, that the auto industry, the City
of Detroit and the State of Michigan could not indefinitely depend on the American
consumers’ hunger for big, gas-guzzling cars that were built with the idea that they would
last for a brief period of time.

It’s been almost 40 years now that auto makers and Michigan elected officials have
deliberately kept their heads buried in the sand. Kilpatrick must have counted on the fact that
his own flagrant disregard for ethical behavior would go unnoticed as well.

September 7, 14, 28
3rd Pastoral Anniversary: First MBC; For Pastor Donald Murray; Guests Rev. W.L.

Perryman of Jerusalem Baptist, Rev. John Roberts of Indiana Avenue MBC and Supt
Hobbs of Greater St. John Church

September 10
4th Annual City Wide Support the Troops Rally: Friendship Park; 6:30 p.m.: 419-699-

3439

September 11
Women’s Entrepreneurial Network: Getting Started in Business Seminars at the

Waterville Branch Library; 6:30 pm: 419-345-9497

September 12
UT Black Greek Fundraiser: The Peacock; 9 pm
Seminar: “Researching Historical Records for African American Studies and Gene-

alogy;” BGSU Student Union, Rm 228; 1 to 4:30 pm; Speaker Reginald Washington,
archivist/genealogy specialist: 419-372-2411 or lmclair@bgsu.edu

September 12-14
St. Catherine of Siena Festival 2008: Friday, 6pm to midnight; Sat, 2 pm to midnight,

Sun, noon to 8 pm; Rides, food, bingo, poker tournament

September 14
Double Authors Event: Sponsored by Toledo Kwanzaa House; Lighthouse Commu-

nity Center; Fritz Mays and W.N. Shaharki-Heard; 5 pm: 419-471-1912

September 16
Informational Meeting for Child Advocates: LC Juvenile Court CASA Department

needs volunteers for child advocates; Kent Branch Library; 5:50 to 6:30 pm: 419-213-
6753

September 17
EOPA Financial Planning Class: Free one day class – break free from the bondage

of money stress; 9 am to 1 pm; Hamilton Building: 419-242-7304

September 18
Women’s Entrepreneurial Network: “Writing a Business Plan;” Waterville Branch

Library; 6:30 pm: 419-345-9497

September 19
Rhema Word Christian Fellowship Church: Women’s Ministry ’08 Conference;

“Women Anointed for Battle;” Friday – 9 am to 2 pm workshops, 6 pm prayer, 7 pm
service; Saturday – 11:30 am luncheon in Fellowship Hall; Sunday – 9 am Worship
Service, 11:30 am Worship Service: 419-534-9840

September 19-20
S.I.P. Kids: Free digital fingerprints and photo program for all kids that attend; Kistler

Ford; Friday from 3 to 7 pm; Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm: 419-531-9911 or www.sipkids.com

September 20
Making a Difference Conference: St. Stephen’s C.O.G.I.C.; 2 to 4 pm: 419-810-7973

September 21
Indiana Avenue MBC Women’s Day: 10:50 am and 4 pm; “Christian Women Being

Kept in Perfect Peace Because They Trust in the Lord:” 419-720-2602
Memorial Service: Phillips Temple CME Church; “Remembering Our Loved Ones:

Legacy of Footprints;” 11 am
St Paul MBC Annual Women’s Day Celebration: “Women Persuaded by His Power

fo Pray, Praise, Love, Worship and Serve; Morning worship at 10:45 with speaker Willa
Mae Brown of Jerusalem MBC; Afternoon worship with guests from Allen Chapel AME
of Rossford at 4 pm: 419-246-2886



As a parent, I know that YMCA and  
JCC early childhood development is  
the best and safest option for my kids. 

And I can get care when I need it – every day or just a few hours a week.

It’s great knowing my children are learning skills they need to be successful 
in school – while they’re having fun!

The YMCA / JCC provides the quality, affordable and flexible care I need.

“  Parents know what’s important –  
 affordable care, close to home.”

Enroll now!   
419.474.3995
www.ymcatoledo.org
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An Open Letter to America
“AMERICA, YOU FOOLED
US”!

DearAmerica,
It is with great anticipation that I write this letter after having been engaged in so many

discussions, blogs, blurbs, technology opts and the like regarding the state of our affairs
in America.

We find ourselves in the pocket of some deep stuff that seems to continue to get deeper
the longer it goes on. However, this political charge that seems to have invaded our homes,
jobs, institutions and corridors will not go away. It is here to stay and, for good reason,
we have all found ourselves wrapped up in it in ways that we have never been before.

I challenge you not to be judgmental before you finish reading this letter because it is
written with you in mind. I have stopped at the water fountains, throughout airports,
department stores, restaurants, and God knows where else, and all of the conversations
seem to be unanimously centered on “politics”, a new nation of believers.

It is without provocation that I have always found myself having to refocus each time
I have encountered these thoughts. So here I am feeling compelled to write to you. I have
through the years been politically active.

But now America, it seems as though all of that ugly racial stuff that I had been
introduced to during my formative years growing up in a small town of Samson, Alabama,
which I learned to filter harshly yet appropriately, has brought me to a place of honoring
the reality that “America’s racism” has a different face.

America, you fooled us!
And here we thought that we would never see the day when America would join hand

in hand and call those things that are not what they were. America, you fooled us!
And here we thought that everybody was still bent out of shape on the color of skin

or the gender of a person. America, you fooled us!
And here Black America thought that you thought that its skin pigmentation was a

curse and ranked lowest on the totem pole. America, you fooled us!While some of us were
focusing on skin color, you were focusing on content, character, dignity and need vs.
greed.America, you fooled us!

You have brought us to a place that we have never been before. We cannot say that
this has been a one man show because it has not. We have needed you like we have never
needed you before to paint a picture of “optimism together” like we dare not dreamed.

You have allowed some of us to see that Senators Hilary Clinton and  Barack Obama’s
roadmap to victory has engaged us all in a composite of portraits that we dared not cut
and paste to get the whole.

America, you fooled us, even though we know that you have not been totally asleep
all of these years, because after all, this destiny has been journeying for awhile now.

But many have linked Obama’s candidacy to be the epitome of what Dr. King’s “I Have
a Dream” speech was about; I believe that it is only a miniscule portrait of Dr. King’s speech.
I dare not minimize its value to Black America, America, or the world.

But Senators Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton’s struggle to overcome their fears,
racism and hatred is the same as is shared by many Americans who dream. Their dream
may have been deferred or delayed, but they were not denied. We must all learn to celebrate
each others dreams. But America, you fooled us!

(Continued on Page 12)

Acknowledging the “in-
justice, cruelty, brutality and
inhumanity of slavery and Jim
Crow,” on Tuesday July 29,
The U.S. House of Represen-
tatives passed a resolution
apologizing to African-
Americans for slavery and
the era of Jim Crow.

The nonbinding, voice-
vote resolution was intro-
duced by Rep. Steve Cohen,
a white congressman who
represents a majority black
district in Memphis, Tennes-
see.

As the resolution signi-
fies, this is the first time a
branch of the federal govern-

What Good Is an Apology?
By Ravi Perry
Guest Column

ment has apologized for sla-
very and injustice toward
African-Americans and, as a
result, it is a significant ac-
tion.

What I found most com-
pelling about the resolution
is that it states, “the vestiges
of Jim Crow continue to this
day.” Recognizing that
slavery’s shadow still is alive
and well in American culture
and society today is a key
argument of proponents of
affirmative action.

African-Americans can
now join the ranks of Native
Americans, Japanese Ameri-
cans and native Hawaiians,

who have all received some
form of an apology from the
federal government in the past
for injustices.

The problem with a non-
binding resolution whose
purpose is to apologize for
past injustices toward Afri-
can-Americans is that it does
little to change the substan-
tive quality of life of African-
Americans in the present and
does not in any way address
the vestiges of slavery of Jim
Crow that the resolution itself
acknowledges – but in word
only.  African-Americans’
economic circumstances

(Continued on Page 11)

The Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance (IMA)
announced on Monday that
the organization will focus on
voter registration for the up-
coming November general
election as well as an effort to
get registered voters to the
polls.

“We want to push our
membership, pastors, to get
out the vote,” said IMA Presi-
dent Rev. Cedric Brock during
a meeting of the group at his
Mt. Nebo Missionary Baptist
Church.

He suggested that mem-
ber churches establish a reg-
istration table and appoint a
“key person” to coordinate
the get out the vote effort.
“Your vote is your voice,” said
Brock.

As for mobilizing voters,
Brock and his fellow pastors
in the IMA plan to make their
church vehicles available, with
drivers, in order to ensure that
those registered have no
transportation barriers to cast-
ing their votes.

“We have to put out as

IMA Urges Members to Help with the Get Out the Vote
Campaign
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

much effort this year as was
put into the Montgomery bus
boycott,” said IMA Execu-
tive Secretary LeRoy Williams.

Joining the pastors at their
monthly meeting were two
Barack Obama campaign
workers, Michelle Domke and
Aaron Calbert.

The staffers suggested
that pastors select a few
congregants to assume the

leadership role of getting
people registered and, in or-
der to get voters to the polls,
urge their church members to
take advantage of early vot-
ing privileges.

Voters in Ohio can actually
vote as early as September 30
in person at the EMS Training
Facility at Jefferson and 22nd
Streets. All early voting is
done by absentee ballot and

such voters need to bring with
them a driver’s license, birth
certificate, social security card
or Ohio State identification.

The hours of voting at the
EMA Center are 8:30 a.m. to

4:30 p.m. from Monday
through Friday. For those who
are not registered, and there
are many places to do so in-
cluding The Truth’s offices at
1811 Adams Street, registra-

tion lasts until October 6. Those
who have not yet registered
can register and vote at the
same time at the EMS Facility
from September 30 to October
6.

Obama campaign staffers Michelle Domke and Aaron
Calbert
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The Toledo-Lucas
County Port Authority’s
Board of Directors an-
nounced last week that they
have granted Organized
Neighbors Yielding
eXcellence (ONYX), Inc, a
community development cor-
poration, $35,000 for the re-
development of a vacant lot
in adjacent sites along City
Park Avenue.

The project will enable
Aunt Minnie’s Food Service,
owned and operated by two
African-American women, to
move back into Toledo from
their current Perrysburg ad-
dress.

The Community Eco-
nomic Development Initiative
grant and loan program is
funded with proceeds from
property tax levies for CDC’s
and eligible neighborhood-
based organizations.

The project to move Aunt
Minnie’s back into the cen-
tral city has been named
AMONYX – Aunt Minnie’s
and ONYX – according to
Jimmie Gaines, executive di-
rector of ONYX. The devel-
opment will encompass nine
acres of land at 215-219 City

Port Authority Grant Spurs Move by Aunt Minnie’s
Back to Central City
By Fletcher Word

Park. There are three struc-
tures that will have to be razed
on the property.

“This is an unusual con-
versation,” said Gaines last
week, “to get a business from
the suburbs into the city.”

Not that the project is
home free. The $35,000 is sim-
ply the start of what will be
required for ONYX to turn
the lots on City Park into a
viable frozen food manufac-
turing plant. Ultimately the
project will cost about $5 mil-
lion, according to Claudia
Sebree-Pressley, one of the
owners of Aunt Minnie’s.

Aunt Minnie’s is the brain-
child of Minnie Sebree and
her daughter, Sebree-
Pressley. The pair opened a
restaurant about 15 years ago

and, after five years, closed
that operation in order to fo-
cus on frozen food distribu-
tion.

Today, Aunt Minnie’s is
growing from a local frozen
food operation to a national
one. The company’s prod-
ucts grace the shelves of
about a dozen area stores and
recently the company has

moved into the American
South and Southwest.

The company is located
on Williams Road in
Perrysburg and employs
about 15 people. The busi-
ness plan for the City Park
location, which may take up
to two years to complete, calls
for annual revenues to start
at $2 million and employment

for 45 people on one shift.
From there, according to
Sebree-Pressley, the com-
pany will be able to grow into
multiple shifts, as the demand
increases for the Aunt
Minnie’s products.

Aunt Minnie produces
four frozen food items –
cornbread stuffing, sweet
potato pie, peach cobbler and

blackberry cobbler.
“This is a group that needs

to expand and come home,”
said Lucas County Board of
Commissioners’ President
Tina Skeldon Wozniak. “This
is a quality product and they
will create jobs in this neigh-
borhood. And the Port Au-
thority is doing what they
said they would do.”

In fact, most of the em-
ployees of Aunt Minnie’s live
in the City Park neighborhood
and currently travel to
Perrysburg on a daily basis.

The plan to move the com-
pany into the City of Toledo
is one that is dear to the heart
of ONYX’s chairman of the
board of directors, WilliAnn
Moore, who is close to the
Sebree family, as she noted at
last week’s press conference.

Moore’s efforts to bring
Aunt Minnie’s home were not
lost on the observers at least
week’s announcements.
“When WilliAnn has a vi-
sion, I’ve learned to go along
with it,” said Toledo Council-
man Michael Ashford, who
represents District 4 where
the new plant will be located.
“This is a great vision.”
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Kwame M. Kilpatrick,
soon-to-be the former
mayor of Detroit, is a con-
victed felon. His admission
that he lied under oath in
the whistle-blower lawsuit,
highlighted by the now in-
famous text  messages,
caused a collective sigh of
relief for a city that for
months has endured the
brunt of national ridicule
and shame.

Kilpatrick and his legal
team agreed to accept a deal
from Wayne County Pros-
ecutor Kym Worthy’s of-
fice to plead guilty to two

felony counts of obstruc-
tion of justice. His punish-
ment includes the automatic
loss of his law license, four
months in jail, five years
probation, $1 million in res-
titution, agreement not to

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick:  “I Lied Under Oath”
By Annette Wright
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

seek public office for five
years and, of course, resig-
nation as mayor of Detroit
no later than September 18,
2008. Formal sentencing
will take place on October
28, 2008.

Additionally, Kilpatrick
pled “no contest” to one
count of assault on a police
officer, which is yet another
felony, although unrelated
to the other charges. His
punishment for that charge,
served concurrently, is also
four months in jail, resigna-
tion from office and a pe-
riod of probation to be de-

termined by the court.
The charge was brought

by Michigan State Attor-
ney General Mike Cox who,
ironically, is often cited as
halting the state’s investi-
gation into the yet to be

proven Manoogian Man-
sion party.

The murder of two exotic
dancers, one being Tamara
Green, has been linked to

the rumored party, which
has resulted in a federal suit
against  the ci ty  and
Kilpatrick. This could very
well mean that Kilpatrick’s
legal woes may just be get-
ting started.

An expanding FBI in-
vest igat ion,  which in-
cludes phone wire tapes
and sifting through ac-
cepted bribes caught on
tape regarding city con-
tracts, has focused on mem-
bers of city council, as well
as the mayor’s father, Ber-
nard Kilpatrick.

Some city residents feel
that the punishment dealt
thus far is too harsh, al-
though Kilpatrick was fac-
ing 10 felonies. Others,
however, feel that the fallen
public official completely
abused the office, caused
near irreparable harm to the
city and state and ruined

the lives of people seen and
unseen. They feel that the
ex-mayor should have re-
ceived a much longer sen-
tence,  preferably in  a
prison, not a jail, and resti-
tution should have been for
the entire $8.4 million paid
by the city to cover up the
text messages that exposed
the lies of Kilpatrick and
his former chief of staff,
Christine Beatty.

Beatty is scheduled to
be in court on September
11, 2008 to either accept a
deal offered to her from Pros-
ecutor Worthy, which in-
cludes jail time, or move
forward in trial proceed-
ings.

The evening of his de-
mise, Kilpatrick gave a
speech from the mayor’s of-
fice in the Coleman A.
Young Municipal Building.
Speculat ion about  the

speech seemed to indicate
that Kilpatrick would apolo-
gize to the citizens of De-
troi t  and maybe,  just
maybe, bow out with some
semblance of remorse.

Instead, Kilpatrick had
in attendance a room full of
supporters and family mem-
bers, who gave him a re-
sounding round of ap-
plause and cheers. While
Kilpatrick indicated that he
takes full responsibility for
his actions he also took is-
sue with Governor Jennifer
Granholm for fulfilling her
constitutional duty as gov-
ernor in proceeding with re-
moval hearings requested
by the Detroit City Council.
With those hearings now
halted by the plea deal,
Kilpatrick went on to say
that the entire ordeal has
set him up for a comeback.

Again,  and unfortu-
nately, this saga may not
be an ending – but merely
the tumultuous beginning
to a great fall for the once
highly favored, young,
gifted and black politician.
By his  own act ions,
Kilpatrick seems to have de-
stroyed a most promising
future that could have eas-
ily taken him beyond a nice
office in the Coleman A.
Young Municipal Building.
He had the ability to choose
good over bad in matters of
public trust and integrity.
Too often, far too often, he
appears to have made the
incorrect choices.

The murder of two exotic
dancers, one being Tamara
Green, has been linked to the
rumored party...

REGISTER
TO VOTE

by
OCTOBER

6th

I s your child struggling in high school? Welcome to 
Toledo Preparatory Academy, where your child will 
receive the personalized instruction needed to 
succeed. Your child deserves a quality education in 
a focusedand productive environment. Our caring, 
highly-qualified teachers work with students one-on-
one. Behavior intervention keeps kids in school and  
gives them the tools they need to achieve.

Toledo Preparatory Academy offers:

 Intervention programs to support your child

 Opportunity to graduate sooner 

 Fast Start program

 Jump Start program to catch up on credits 

 Safe and nurturing environment

Bernard Crawford, school leader
540 Independence Rd.

Toledo, OH 43607

Call or visit us today!

www.leonagroup.com/toledoprep • 419.539.7173
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Last month the City of
Toledo Board of Community
Relations unveiled its 2008
Youth Empowerment Awards
and recognized several indi-
viduals who, according to the
awards’ purpose statement,
“have demonstrated leader-
ship, initiative and dedication
in working with and on behalf
of youth.”

Two of this year’s recipi-
ents were Greg Braylock and
Joel Todd – both 2007 gradu-
ates of The University of
Toledo, leaders of the Black
Student Union (BSU) during
their days on campus and
passionately devoted, as the
award proclaims, to the cause
of working with youth.

Youth is, of course, a rela-
tive term. When The Truth
sat down with Braylock and
Todd to discuss their com-
mitment to improving the lives
of youth, it was virtually im-
possible to forget that the
young men are only 24 them-
selves and could easily iden-
tify as a part of the group they
want to work with.

But the passion to give
back is there and has been so
for both for such a long time,
dating back, in each case, to
well before their college days.
Now, as college educated,
young black males, they rec-
ognize and have accepted the
challenge that their status has
bestowed on them.

Braylock interned with the
Greater Toledo Urban League
during his undergraduate
days and then accepted a
position with the fundraising
group after earning his de-
gree in middle childhood edu-
cation. He is coordinator of
the agency’s Youth United

Greg Braylock and Joel Todd: Brothers in Service Are
Moving Forward by Giving Back
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Way, a group he helped to
establish as an intern.

“We give young people –
teens – an opportunity to
advocate for issues in their
community and we give them
the tools to effect change,”
says Braylock who has re-
cently been promoted within
the agency to community
impact specialist for educa-
tion as well.

The recently married
Braylock made his decision
to stay in Toledo in part be-
cause his wife, Tracie, ac-
cepted a position at the UT
Medical Center. Braylock
himself had applied to the
Toledo Public Schools for a
teaching position after gradu-
ation but the district, notori-
ously short of black male
teachers, did not even bother
to get back to him after his
interview.

In the meantime, Todd
took a position after gradua-
tion as guidance coordinator
with UT’s Upward Bound
Program. Upward Bound is a
federally-funded program
that helps to provide students
of certain population seg-
ments – minorities and low
income – with opportunities
to attend college.

Todd also volunteers with
the Boys and Girls Clubs while
he is working on his master’s
in counseling. He earned his
undergraduate degree in psy-
chology after starting on an
education path. Why the
switch?

“I wanted to impact youth
and education would have
provided barriers,” he ex-
plains. “I wanted to be more
of a mentor without being
burdened by things such as

No Child Left Behind [legis-
lation].”

So far, so good.
But, as we noted earlier,

the two youth advocates
have not come just recently
to their shared passion for
empowering youth. They
both arrived at UT with youth
advocacy on their minds and
they had ample opportunity
to make their marks in college
helping other students.

Braylock was president of
the BSU during his final two
years of school and Todd,
who was the vice president
during his sophomore year,
served as the special assis-
tant to the president thereaf-
ter.

During their terms in of-
fice, the BSU implemented a
Freshman Leadership Pro-
gram designed to start train-
ing freshmen to take posi-
tions of leadership on cam-
pus. The purpose of the pro-
gram is to preserve continu-
ity of leadership among black
students, to improve student
retention and, in the long run,
to provide leadership within
the broader context of the
black community.

They took the opportu-
nity as student leaders to
stand up to the administra-
tion, they say, in order to
advocate for their fellow stu-
dents about “what was right
for students and what was
right for black students,”
says Braylock.

“We served as role mod-
els,” recalls Todd. “And
people tell us that they were
glad to see people on campus
doing positive things.”

And they started a spring
black graduates’ dinner in
order to bring together on a
regular basis their fellow
alumni.

Braylock and Todd tend
to agree on those elements
that have focused their at-
tention on shaping their lives
and careers to helping oth-
ers, and young folks in par-
ticular. Those would be fam-
ily, church, mentors and their
own friendship.

Braylock hails from Cleve-
land Heights, OH. “My par-
ents both graduated from
college and they were chil-
dren of the civil rights era.
They came north from Mis-
sissippi and going back there
with them gave me a sense of
community and giving back,”
he says. “ … a sense that
you’re not just doing this for
yourself.”

Todd grew up in
Mansfield, OH under differ-
ent circumstances. His par-
ents divorced early and, since
they both worked, he spent a
lot of his formative years with
grandparents. “The absence
of parents helped stir in me

the desire to be there for my
own children,” says Todd.
“From there I got into leader-
ship positions in church and
that got me to look at family
counseling.”

Here in Toledo, both
young men came under the
same influences at church –
they both belong to New Life

Church of God in Christ
where Rev. Edward Cook is
the pastor.

“Pastor Cook is a teacher
as well as a preacher,” says
Todd. “He helps you apply
everyday principles to life and
helps you in your relation-
ship with God.”

They also discovered the

same influences at UT where
Braylock and Todd consider
themselves lucky to have
found mentors such as
Martino Harmon, former di-
rector of the African-Ameri-
can Student Enrichment Ini-
tiatives Office, and David
Young, interim director of
Toledo EXcel.

“David Young, Martino
Harmon and all the other
people at UT would … keep
us in check,” says Todd. They
did that by pointing out the
temptations that college stu-
dents were prone to falling
prey to and also directing the
students towards the path of
positive achievement.

And, of course, Braylock
and Todd complemented
each other well as time passed
during their college careers –
and even beyond.

“I learned from Joel’s abil-
ity to think and to ask ques-
tions about things that
people typically don’t ask
about,” says Braylock. “He
taught me how to be a thinker
and how to chat, to talk and
pray.”

Todd, on the other hand,
feels that sometimes he thinks
a bit too much and that’s
where Braylock provides a
certain balance for him.

(Continued on Page 7)
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In an era of economic un-
certainty, increasing home
foreclosures and personal
bankruptcies, Neiko
Coleman’s decision to enter
the world of personal finan-
cial management could not
be more timely.

Coleman, who has been
certified by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice as a financial
health counselor, is the owner
of Bridge of Hope Financial
Agency whose mission is to
provide a personal touch
while educating individuals
in the area of personal fi-
nances. Coleman’s Bridge of
Hope is dedicated to helping
people get out of debt and
become financially self-suf-
ficient.

“I intend to offer debt edu-
cation courses,” said
Coleman. “And I intend to
conduct seminars on a slid-
ing fee scale.”

The financial assistance
field is a relatively new one
for Coleman – she has spent
a considerable amount of time
and effort gaining expertise
and certification by the Jus-
tice Department. On the other
hand, her new career and
agency is an outgrowth of
the concern for others that
she has spent years cultivat-
ing.

Neiko Coleman’s Bridge of
Hope Seeks and Celebrates
Small Victories
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Coleman has been in the
mental health and social ser-
vice field for years as a thera-
peutic program worker, a fam-
ily support specialist and a
mental health professional.
The Toledo native and gradu-
ate of Woodward High
School earned her bachelor’s
degree from The University
of Toledo in mental health
and psychology.

Coleman started the pro-

cess of becoming a financial
health counselor two years
ago and received her govern-
ment certification in early
2008.

The Bridge of Hope
Financial Agency can be

reached by calling 800-981-
5932, by fax at 419-754-4463

or by email at
info@bridgeofhopefinancial.com.

The agency’s website is
located at

www.bridgeofhopefinancial.com.

Warren B. Davis Retires
After 26 Years at UT
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Warren Davis, director of Student Development at The University of Toledo took
his final leave of the institution on Fri-
day, August 29 during an enthusiastic
celebration of his life and career along
with dozens of friends, family and col-
leagues.

Davis started working at UT in 1982
as a counselor in student development
and moved to learning skills specialist
before being promoted to assistant di-
rector and, finally, director of the de-
partment.

He earned his undergraduate degree
from Defiance College and his masters
from Bowling Green State University

“Sometimes you don’t realize the im-
pact someone has on your life when you are young,” said Selina Griswold, associate
professor of Business Technology, in tribute to Davis. Griswold was recounting her

experiences at UT as a student when Davis
encouraged her to continue her educa-
tion and pursue an advanced degree after
graduation.

That tribute was one of many during
the afternoon in the Ingman Room of the
Student Union.

Singer/songwriter Paul “The Blues
Man” Miles provided most of the
afternoon’s entertainment.

Brothers
(Continued from Page 6)

“Greg helped me learn to
be a little more laid back and
appreciate life a little more,”
says Todd. “Sometimes I over
think and am not a person of
action. Greg has always been
a person of action ‘how do
we get this done?’ And he’s
always been around to sup-
port me in major decisions
and help to refocus me.”

Acutely aware of what

they have accomplished,
both on campus and most
recently, Braylock and Todd
are also aware, again, of that
status … a status that is be-
coming increasing rare these
days – college educated
young black males.

With that status comes
the responsibilities that they
are both eager to embrace –
giving back, to be sure, but

remaining humble as they do
so. Fortunately they have
enlisted plenty of help in
keeping their priorities in or-
der and their sense of self in
perspective – they have fam-
ily, they have mentors at UT,
they have leaders at church
and in the community … and
each has a brother he can talk
to and trust.
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PARRISH

The red and gold ladies
of four local clubs of the
National Association of
Negro Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Clubs, Inc.
gathered to celebrate a new
beginning by honoring fel-
low club sister Barbara
Tucker, new governor of the
North Central District.

“We’re so proud of her,
and look forward to working
with her. Here’s a little ad-
vice from me to you, never
receive advice from inactive
people … not everyone has
the right to speak into your
life. Don’t follow people not
going anywhere,” said
Trevor Black, NANBPWC
Inc, Maumee Bay Club presi-
dent.

The Saturday, Septem-
ber 6, 2008 event was held at
Stephenson Hall and fea-

tured presentations by or-
ganizations that Tucker be-
longs to. Three fellow club
sisters:  Councilwoman
Wilma Brown, Clara Brank
and Cerssandra McPherson
served as co-chairmen of the
event in honor of the first
governor from the Toledo
area.

“We planned this all

summer, because the To-
ledo Club’s own member
Barbara Tucker is now the
governor of our North Cen-

tral District. She was the
previous vice governor,
past club president and cur-
rently still active,” said
McPherson.

Honoree Barbara Tucker
is a retired educator from
the Toledo Public School
System, member of St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church
of Toledo, member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc,
Zeta Alpha Omega Gradu-
ate Chapter of Toledo, mem-
ber of Study Hour Club,
member of Top Ladies of
Distinction, life member of
NANBPWC Inc, and works
with Women Alive.

A letter from her pastor,
James H. Willis Sr., was read
on his behalf which praised
Tucker for her accomplish-
ments and advised her to
continue keeping Christ

first in her life. “You are the
essence of a true servant,
and the path that we choose
does not matter. I thank God
for you. I was told if you
ever want a job done, then
give it to a busy person. So
today, I congratulate you
and ask God to continue
blessing you. Continue to
let God direct your path,”

wrote Willis.

Toledo City Council-
woman Wilma Brown pre-

sented Tucker a proclama-
tion from Mayor Carty
Finkbeiner in honor of her
continuous years of com-
munity service in the To-
ledo and her accomplish-
ment of becoming the North
Central District Governor.

Then special tributes
continued with Toledo
Youth Club whose members
presented her with flowers
and performed a musical se-
lection; NANBPWC Inc.
Clubs of Toledo, Maumee
Bay, Pontiac and Lorain
gave gifts for her new posi-
tion and her sorority sisters
of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority Inc, club sisters of
Study Hour Club and the
Top Ladies of Distinction
spoke words of praise. Vo-
calist Beverly Tucker sang
an inspiration gospel med-
ley.

The presentation by To-
ledo Youth Club was the fea-
tured tribute,  because
Tucker chartered the local
club while serving as presi-
dent of Toledo’s Club.

“Toledo Youth Club be-
came chartered under her
presidency of our Toledo
Club of NANBPWC. She still
attends their meetings regu-

larly, she saw a need for this
program in Toledo. Your
governor is an advocate of
youth,” McPherson told the

Clubs Honor Barbara Tucker, New NANBPWC Inc. North
Central Governor
By Artisha S. Lawson
Sojourner’s Truth reporter

audience.

The event closed with
words of gratitude by the
honoree herself who said
that she appreciated all the
compliments and gifts and
that she looks forward to
serving as their district gov-

ernor.
“This is truly a momen-

tous occasion. I can do all
things through Christ which
gives me strength,” said
Tucker. “All things include
my family and the clubs I
have been blessed to par-
ticipate in. Now I am at this

position, I never dreamed
that I would be here when I
joined. It’s through the
strength I gained through
Christ. At this point I was
amazed, because I never ex-
pected anything of this
magnitude.”

Tucker and husband Willie Tucker

District Officers

Toledo Youth Club



YES WE CAN!!!
YES WE CAN!!!

VOTERS, LET US VOTE 
FOR OUR PRESIDENT ON 

NOVEMBER 4TH, 2008

YOU MAY STOP BY THE HOUSE OF DAY FUNERAL 
HOME FOR VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS, 
ABSENTEE VOTER’S BALLOT FORMS (ABSENT 
VOTER’S BALLOTS MUST BE MAILED TO THE 
BOARD OF ELECTION BY OCT. 4TH) AND 
ASSISTANCE IN FILLING OUT FORMS WILL BE 
PROVIDED.

The House of                 Funeral ServiceDay  
2550 NEBRASKA AVE. - TOLEDO, OH

PH 419-534-2550
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Several Toledoans found their way to Denver for the Democratic National Convention.
Ravi Perry, a Ph.D. candidate at Brown University, Ashley Futrell, a lobbyist in Washing-
ton, D.C. and Dominique Warren, who is an advanced teaching program in Chicago got
together for a moment.

2008 Ohio Young Black
Professionals Conference

The 2008 Ohio Young Black Professionals Conference, designed to engage young
professionals in various workshops that will enhance and develop leadership skills, will
be held this year at the Park Inn Hotel in Toledo on October 24 and 25.

The theme of this year’s conference is “Bridging the Gap in Health and Healthcare.”
The highlights include luncheon keynote address by Jeff Johnson, host of BET’s “The

Truth;” plenary session speakers Ohio State Senator Ray Miller, Dr. Gina Villani of the
National Urban League and Cassye Cook, vice president of the NUL Young Professionals,
among others.

Workshop topics will include: Maintaining a Healthy Lifestyle, Are You Covered,
Holistic Health, Exercise Options for Busy Professionals and more.

Registration starts on September 8. To do so call 419-243-3343 or email gtulceo@aol.com.

Lunch 101: Food for
Thought is ProMedica
Health System’s (PHS) new
community health program
to help combat obesity and
encourage healthier eating
habits. Students in grades
10-12 who live within PHS’
27-county service area,
which includes Lucas
County, will be challenged
to develop a nutritionally-
balanced school lunch pro-

ProMedica Hosts
Scholarship Program to
Target Childhood Obesity

gram that focuses on locally-
grown products.

Students with the winning
entry will receive a $5,000
college scholarship and
$1,000 toward their school’s
health and science curricu-
lum. The winning entry will
become part of a pilot school
lunch program that will be
introduced at area elementary
schools in 2009.

 Interested students and

parents are invited to an
official kick-off party on
Sept. 13, 2008, from 8-10
p.m., at Wildwood Athletic
Club located at 2865 N.
Reynolds Road in Toledo.
The event will include a DJ,
games and prizes. For more
information, visit
www.promedica.org (key-
word: Lunch 101).
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No longer able to ignore
the weekly, sometimes daily
phone calls, WJCU’s
founder and president  W.
Charles Welch, a/k/a Charlie
Chuck, returns to the air-
waves  9:00 a.m.,  Saturday,
September 13, 2008.

According to Welch, “As
much as I tried to just man-
age the station, we kept get-
ting calls asking, when I was
going back on the air? I guess
people missed me and the
brand of music that I love
playing!” Welch’s ability to
blend jazz, R & B and gos-
pel - sometimes all within
the same hour – is a feat
unheard of in traditional ra-
dio. Charlie Chuck does it
very well. In fact, nobody
does it better!

Charlie Chuck is more
than a household name
within the African-Ameri-
can community. He is truly
one of this community’s fa-
vorite sons. When ques-
tioned deeper about why he
is

returning to the airwaves,
Chuck simply said, “There
is work to be done and
WJUC is perfectly posi-
tioned to help stimulate eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment and revitalization
within our community.”

A savvy businessman,
Welch is the first African-
American granted a license
to build outright his own
broadcast outlet [radio sta-
tion] in the Toledo market.
He is a member of the board
of directors of the Toledo
Urban Federal Credit Union,
the Dorr Street Coalition, a
member of the Reynolds
Road Revitalization com-
mittee, and a trustee at St
Paul A.M.E Zion Church
here in Toledo. You may
have even seen Welch re-
cently in cable ads where he
is helping to promote the
“Buy Toledo Local Cam-
paign.”

Welch says, “I’m O.K.,
but there are so many people
- many of whom have been
long term listeners, support-
ers, and friends - who could
use something positive,
something spiritual in their
lives. Perhaps, I can play a
song or say something that
will lift them up. I have some
ideas that I believe will help
this community grow and I
will share them during my
weekly Saturday morning
broadcasts.”

Indeed Charlie Chuck’s
true success can be measured
in very basic terms. Simply,
he has created a legacy for
his children and grandchil-
dren.

To understand Chuck’s
commitment to community
you would have to know a
little bit about his journey.
During the late 1960’s,

A Legend Returns: Charlie Chuck Goes Back on the Air
By Robert Smith, African American Legacy Project
Special to The Truth

Toledo’s African-American
community was alive and
black businesses were thriv-
ing! Just up the road,
Motown was jumping and a
young man named W.
Charles Welch was work-
ing weekends at WJLB ra-
dio, at the same time he was
performing occasionally in
nightclubs.

His big baritone voice
could excite a crowd. Yet,
he had a family to support,
so he took on a factory job
at Chrysler Corporation to
pay the bills. Then … his

opportunity came! There
was an opening in Toledo,
Ohio. At WKLR 99.9 FM
and Charlie Chuck became
the morning voice of Kooler
Radio!

Along the way, he devel-
oped important relation-
ships in the music industry.
B.B. King, Etta James,
Bobby Blue Bland, The
Temptations, The O’Jays,
James Brown, are among the
many musical legends who
performed in Toledo or a
regular basis and ... as soon
as they hit town, they would
call Charlie Chuck.

These relationships
would prove important, not
just because the people he
met were music icons, but
because they were friends.
He recognized their deter-
mination and their willing-
ness to pursue their personal
and professional goals, in
spite of the odds.  It was
those personal conversa-
tions and experiences with
dozens and dozens of leg-
endary performers which
helped Chuck under the
importance of dedicating
himself to one day owning
his own business.

Few people know the
story of his humble Alabama
beginnings, caddying at all-
white golf clubs, experienc-
ing all the indignities of a
black man working a posi-
tion of servitude in the
South. His family didn’t
have much, but they had
pride. Not even Chuck could
have imagined, during those
days of overt southern seg-

regation, he would one day
own and manage and his
own radio station but he will
tell you, he always dreamed
of a better life!

His journey – not one so
different from others want-
ing and achieving a better
life – was filled with numer-
ous roadblocks all along the
way. After his long career
with WKLR, where he
served as music director,
program director and ulti-
mately station manager,
Chuck went on to work in
different markets including

stint in Houston, Texas.
Somewhere during that pe-
riod, the idea of owning a
radio station was born.  Un-
fortunately, he still lacked
the resources and, he still
had to support a growing
family. Not one to give up,
Chuck – once again – com-
muted daily between Toledo
and Detroit joining Barden
Cable Company as their lo-
cal sales manager.

He is the first to tell you
his journey was made a lot
easier, because his wife
Margie was there, doing
what a wife and mother
needed to do. She protected
the children and, at the same
time, held down a job at
night.  Together, they de-
cided to make it!

Perhaps, Welch’s desire
to see Toledo’s African-
American community flour-
ish again has something to
do with those humble be-
ginnings. Maybe, it has
something to do with the
people he met along the way.
Perhaps, he wants to show
young people there is a way
out. Perhaps, he sees his
community in distress. Per-
haps, it is all true!

Welch sees a better To-
ledo, he sees hope for the
African-American commu-
nity. He could easily make
the decision to set his life on
cruise but as he says,
“…there’s work to be done!”

Join Charlie Chuck 9:00
a.m., Saturday, September
13, 2008 as he begins a new
era in radio!

“I guess people
missed me and the

brand of music that I
love playing!”

The Original

70s, 80s Cabaret
is BACK!
coming

Thanksgiving Weekend
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*Joan Durgin,
Durgin is a force for the support and advancement of young women and girls in

Toledo and northwest Ohio. She developed the School Based Health Clinics in Toledo
Public Schools that provide everything from disease prevention to primary health care.
In 2003, Durgin founded the Polly Fox Academy, an alternative school for pregnant and
parenting teen girls. Joan has lived in northwest Ohio for most of her life and currently
works for Toledo Public Schools.

Billie Johnson, Joan Durgin Named to Hall of Fame
Special to The Truth

The Ohioana Library an-
nounced that 13 remark-
able women will be in-
ducted into the Ohio
Women’s Hall of Fame on
September 18, 2008. “This

*Billie A. Johnson,
As executive director and CEO of the Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio,

Johnson is above all an advocate for the elderly. She established online services for seniors
and has been an active member of local and national advocacy groups.

Johnson has been serving older Ohioans in northwestern Ohio for more than three
decades.

year marks the 30th anni-
versary of the establish-
ment of the Ohio Women’s
Hall of Fame (OWHF). The
365 current members come
from all walks of life, and

each has demonstrated ex-
traordinary commitment to
excellence, achievement,
and service to others.” Said
Ohioana Executive Direc-
tor Linda Hengst, “the 13

new inductees are no ex-
ception, their accomplish-
ments and contributions to
our state and nation will
inspire Ohioans of al l
ages.”

The 2008 OWHF Induc-
tion ceremony will be held
at 5 p.m. in the Ohio State-
house Atrium. It is free and
open to the public, but res-
ervations are required by
Sept. 10 for the reception
that will follow the induc-

tion. For more information,
contact Ohioana at (614)
466-3831 or
bpoley@ohioana.org.

Two of the 13 2008 Ohio
Women’s Hall of Fame in-
ductees are residents of
northwest Ohio -

have gone unchanged; our children, nieces, neph-
ews and cousins are not in better schools and many
of our neighborhoods are still in disarray.

The resolution does not address the controversial
issue of reparations, either.

The timing of the resolution is also odd. Why now
– 389 years after approximately 20 blacks from a
Dutch slaver were purchased as indentured workers
for the then-English settlement of Jamestown, VA?

Simply put, this is purely symbolic. Yet, the work
of the average slave was more than substantive. Our
ancestors deserve a substantive apologetic action. If
we are seriously interested in honoring their forced
service to this country and the economy of the
South, it is only fair.

Editor’s Note:  Ravi Kumar Perry is a Ph.D.
Candidate in the Department of Political Science
at Brown University and currently is the Pre-Doc-
toral Fellow at the Center for the Study of African
American Politics at the University of Rochester.
He may be reached at ravi_perry@brown.edu

Apology
(Continued from Page 3)
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Old West End Day Care Center
2700 Monroe Street 

419.244.8431

We Come

We Learn

We Grow

Infants * Toddlers
Pre-schooler’s

 &
School Age

*Now Accepting
The Orpheus and Eurydice myth seen from Eurydice’s point of view. Written by

Sarah Ruhl, an American playwright whose musical word play, rich imagery and free
association have marked her as one of the new innovative playwrights of our time, the
play juxtaposes deep emotional themes of fear, loss and choice with light joyful strokes
and humor.  The New York Times raves “Like all fine poems, songs and paintings, it’s
(“Eurydice”) a love letter to the world that deserves to be remembered for a good long
time.” (10/3/06)

The play features a cast of seven actors:  Kevin Barron, Dave DeChristopher, Matt
Gretzinger, Ben Pryor, Sherri Siniff, Nikki Soldner and Tyree Troutman. With set
design by: James S. Hill; costume design: Holly Monsos; stage manager: Katie Thomas;
sound designer Eric Burian and director: Cornel Gabara.

The Glacity Theatre Collective is comprised of professional local theatre artists.
After two successful productions of “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” and “Breathing
Corpses”, the company is launching three plays in the 2008/2009 season, as well as an
educational Shakespearean play for young audiences that will tour to local schools in
spring 2009.

Dates: Sept. 5, 6,11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20 at 8pm,
Pay-what-you-can Sunday matinees: Sept. 7, 14 at 2:30 p.m.

Tickets: $15 Cash or Check only
$5 Last minute student rush seats

Location: Millenium Theatre, Maumee River Country Day School

Reservations: glacitytheatre@gmail.com or call 419-530-2254

Glacity Theatre Collective Opens the
Season with an Upbeat Remake of a
Classic Myth
“Eurydice”

Special to The Truth

We humans are pretty
lucky.

We’re born into a family
that keeps us around long
past our infancy. Our par-
ents and siblings recognize
us as blood a long time be-
yond our weaning. We are
nurtured by them well into
our adulthood, and we can
return home at any time,
knowing we’re not going to
be bitten.

Best of all, once we reach
a certain age we can pick our
family.

In the new novel The Last
Good Kiss by Janice
Pinnock, family means the
world to Tamara Jones,
whether they are related by
blood or by love.

And in this case, it’s love.
At least Tamara hopes it

is. Tyrone is perfect: he’s
hot, smart, sweet and atten-
tive. He brings her flowers
and makes her tingle. Ty is
every woman’s dream and
Tamara is over-the-moon
about him.  When he pre-
sents her with a gigantic dia-
mond, she can’t say “yes”
fast enough.

But that doesn’t mean life
is smooth. Tamara’s mother
has been sick with breast
cancer, and Tamara’s sick
with worry over her. Miss
Dee, the woman next door
(who is also Tamara’s
mother’s best friend since
childhood) hasn’t been do-
ing well, either. Maybe it’s

Book Review
The Last Good Kiss by Janice Pinnock
c.2008, Strebor Books $13.00 / $15.50 Canada 191 pages
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

because Quincy, Miss Dee’s
youngest son, is in trouble
with the law.

From the time they were
born just weeks apart, Quincy
and Tamara were friends.
They even dated for awhile
in college, but at some point,
they took separate paths.
Tamara got a great job and is
making a lot of money. Q fell
into the wrong crowd and

now he’s in jail for a crime
he says he didn’t commit.
Because of Miss Dee’s
frailty, Tamara agrees to visit
Quincy on a regular basis.

All this would be too
much to bear if it wasn’t for
her sisterfriends. Tamara has
six best girlfriends she’s had
since grade school and they
know all about her.

All, that is, except for

what’s going on with Quincy.
For some reason, Tamara
feels a need to keep Q’s
troubles from her girls, and
she knows she needs to keep
her prison visits secret from
Ty. How long can she keep it
all together without break-
ing everything apart?

I’ve had a long summerful
of so-so books and a few
worthwhile gems. Thank-
fully, The Last Good Kiss is
one of the latter.

There’s nothing stilted
about author Janice
Pinnock’s style of writing,
which is a breath of fresh air.
The story isn’t forced; it
moves gently and makes
sense. Questions about de-
tails that pop into your head
as you’re reading are an-
swered in good time. There
are a few quiet bedroom
scenes but not anything ex-
cessive, very few “bad”
words, and nothing you can’t

give to grandma.  Pinnock’s
heroine is extremely likeable,
and everyone around her is
someone you’d like to meet.
Simply said, this book is de-
lightful.

Perfect for last-minute
vacations or to give as a gift
for any woman in your fam-
ily, The Last Good Kiss is
definitely worth a read.  Get
your copy first and kiss a few
hours goodbye.

America
(Continued from Page 3)

While we were stuck on
whether or not this nation
would ever become one,
you decided that you would
move us into becoming
closer to what one nation,
under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all,
could really look like.

America, you fooled
us! While we were waiting
on the magic of a diversity
pill, you decided that you
were ready to deal with di-
versity on your own. While
we were waiting on Con-
gress to enact another law
that focuses on dialogue

about racism, you were
ready to deal with it in your
own way. While we were
waiting on the KKK and
other hate groups to tire out
and one day throw in the
towel, you were ready to deal
with hatred in your own
way. America, you fooled
us!

 I am ready to believe that
no one person can take the
credit for what is happening
in America right now. We
are on the eve of a new
America and I believe that
most are championing what
we are experiencing.

However, we must never

reduce or deduct signifi-
cance and relevance to one
event that may attempt to
empower our lives forever
without providing
sustainability and real ap-
proaches that will impact
us continuously.

America, you fooled us!
But we can not sit back

and relax and feel as though
we have overcome.
America has arrived at a
pivotal moment in history
and must continue to thrive
in every manner of speak-
ing. We cannot allow the
pearls of the wealthy,

(Continued on Page 14)
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How do I choose the al-
bums that I review?

I think those of you who
read this and know me per-
sonally can see the science
behind it.

I mean look at this year,
Erykah Badu’s  New
Amerykah and Nas’ N have
gotten some of the best re-
views and grades I’ve ever
given. They were richly de-
served because those were
some of the best albums
I’ve heard.

Some of the most essen-
tial music to be released
this year.

Those who know me
from U.G.E. look at songs
we produce like “Boppers”
or “Beastin” for T. Dime
and The Untouchable and
they say “well, why do you
do songs like those for your
artists but then you seem
like one of those neo soul
cats by what albums you
talk about in the paper” –
etc. etc. Maan, sometimes
the emails/mail I get about
my taste in music are re-
ally interesting.

But, honestly, when I
choose to review an album
…sometimes it’s for me,
sometimes it’s for y’all.
This one is for me.

Dwele should be stud-
ied in music classes. The
way his mind works, how
he builds his discography,
etc.

All producers, when you
make music (especially
original R&B) it’s second
nature for you to listen to
people who are self-pro-
duced and see if there is
anything you can give your
artists that is as authentic
as if it comes from their
own soul.

Dwele as a songwriter
is light years ahead of
whomever.

Dwele is a producer who
is something like a new
millennium Prince.

Dwele is an artist who
has amassed fans interna-
tionally and this is only his
third album.

I feel so sorry for you if
“The People” and “Flash-
ing Lights” were your first
introductions to Dwele.
Because the rest of us have
been mesmerized ever
since Subject.

This is music that al-
ways makes me fall back

Allen Gunn
1101 Sandusky St., Suite P

Perrysburg, OH 43551

Phone: 419.494.4951

Cell: 419.872.4658

Album Review
Dwele Sketches Of A Man
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

in a way.
Honestly, it would be

different if I were a critic.
If all I did was journal-

ism and I knew a little about
music and I just wrote cri-
tiques from the standpoint
of a writer… I could say
how something was hot or
not hot.

I could make up some
pseudo-musical terms to
describe instruments I
don’t really know (like a
few Vibe writers do from
time to time).

But I’m not a music
critic.

I have been a producer/

writer and artist far longer
than I’ve been writing.

And in that vein is where
Dwele’s work just makes
me take pause.

His music re-arranges
the thoughts of music mak-
ers beyond some ol “how
did he think of that, how
did he do that?” type of
thinking.

One minute he can
throw out the rule book on
time signatures, the next
minute he’s consistently
relying on familiar instru-
ments from the growing
arsenal he masters but even
though his choices may
have a recurring pattern it
never comes off as stale or
over done.

One of my poems on my
myspace has a line I bor-
rowed from “Affinity”, a
song that’s not even on a
Dwele album but I just
found on the Internet one
day.

That’s how ill this dude
is, you go looking for his
work.

I like to say that Amel
Larrieux and Dwele are the
continuation of Erykah

Badu and D’Angelo but in-
stead of interchanging, I’d
like to just use this album
to make the assertion that
neo soul is alive!

Yes,  the genre that
killed itself just to avoid
the pigeon hole… in my
heart, mind and ears I have
proof. Long live neo soul!

Dwele resurrects Detroit
Soul, neo soul, hip-hop,
and the very artistry ev-
eryone says is missing from
music these days with yet
another flawless album in
Sketches Of A Man.

Don’t know what hap-
pened with his deal at Vir-

gin, but Koch Records
made a smart move pick-
ing him up.

For an artist that is basi-
cally a musically self con-
tained uni t ,  i t ’s  a  no
brainer!

One thing about this al-
bum though, it’s 20 tracks
deep!

Now, I love the horns…
I respect him as one of the
illest non-hip-hop produc-
ers to still rely on an MPC
(which The Under Godz
still have yet to use) and
his voice is near perfect.
But can he deliver that high
quality knock for a full 20

songs?
I’m not gonna go song

for song on this review be-
cause I can already tell you
that this is something you
should pick up.

Yeah, you should pick
this up.

“You” meaning the fol-
lowing:

Any person reading this
who wants a career in the
music industry as a writer/
producer/vocal is t  who
does more than rap … OR

Any person reading this
who wants to hear music
with concepts, live instru-
ments mixed with studio

production elements, and
writing that is among the
most compelling and inter-
esting you will ever find
anywhere.

Okay, one of the illest
concepts I’ve ever come
across was on his last al-
bum,

Y’all know about Flap-
jacks, right?

Awww, so sorry fa yuh
if you don’t.

Yeah, Dwele’s latest al-
bum leaves no s tone
unturned.

The instrumentation is
lush and diverse but like I
said he still relies on a few

old favorites.
When it comes to songs,

I have my immediate fa-
vorites but I know that they
will rotate.

What’s funny is I still
listen to “Old Lovas” so
much that it’s almost like I
haven’t  missed Dwele
since his last album. But
now that this new joint is
out, I have to give props to
someone who is a dear
friend of mine for turning
me onto “Cheating” before
I even heard it. If I ever get
to work with or even meet
dude, this certain someone
will surely have my head if
I don’t come back with a
picture, a poster, a auto-
graph something!

See, Dwele fans are just
like Amel and Erykah
fans… I mean we appreci-
ate what they are giving
us, you know?

For example, “Wake
The Baby” from a previ-
ous album gets revisited in
a way.

“I’m Sorry (wake the
musical baby)” is the sec-
ond to last  song on
Sketches Of A Man and
Dwele masterfully paints
a picture of the creative
process of musing and bal-
ancing love and music and
he paints this picture us-
ing the same colors as the
original classic he penned
wherein he called his lover
to the room to Wake The
Baby… dude!!!

This album is amazing!
And I won’t even tell

you why or how amazing.
I am begging you to buy

this album.
The only place I could

find i t  was All ied on
Laskey.

Trust me – you will be
so happy that you bought
this…trust me.

When you hear “Body
Rock” you will be amazed.

When you hear “5 Dolla
Mic” you will be floored
… I mean you will feel this
little tingle in your gut as
you hear what he does on
this joint.

When you hear “Spiri-
tual” you will be entranced,
that bassline … omg!

When you hear tracks
one through seven you will
know Dwele’s growth and
meet him at his most native

state if you’ve never been
exposed to this particular
height of artistry.

And the rest of the al-
bum serves as supporting
evidence of the literal bril-
l iance of  a  s inger/
songwriter/producer who
has no perceivable weak-
nesses.

This is music that up-
lifts souls, genres, cities
and anything you can imag-
ine.

Once again, I’m guar-
anteeing that you will adore
listening to this music.

And for this of us who
are entering the industry…
wow, back to the drawing
board huh?

The true grade for
Sketches Of A Man by
Dwele is a flawless and in-
spiring CLASSIC rating.

glasscitytruth@yahoo.com
– myspace.com/
undergodzent  - get at me,
thank me for putting you
on to this!

U.G.E. PRESENTS :
THE LISTENING
LOUNGE    Saturday nights
@ THE TRUTH ART
GALLERY

What you missed this
past Saturday:

Poetry from Pre School,
John Dorsey and more.
Music from Chris, two du-
ets from U.G.E., Dizzy T.
and a special guest, T.
Dime’s new banger “What
It Look Like”

Free drink from Ottawa
Tavern next door and the
best house poem yet!

What you can expect
NEXT Saturday @ The
Listening:

More from Toledo’s
rappers, singers, poets and
I suspect T. Diamond will
once again hit the crowd
with the new favori te
“What It Look Like” from
his upcoming U.G.E.
mixtape

THE WINTER IS
MINE!

If you weren’t at The
Listening last week, you
need to come while it’s still
free (not for long – LOL).

1811 Adams, across
from Life Skills next to Ot-
tawa Tavern every Satur-
day from 9 – 11.
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THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH  43560
419.460.1343

Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

Call

Video, and Photography

1748 Bobolink Lane
$215,000

4 Bdrm/possible 5 - 3 1/2 baths, Hardwood 
floors - finished basement, family rm w/bar
Beautiful custom Home

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

801 Lincoln Ave. - $91,900
2 bds, Master Bath with Jacuzzi, Freshly 
painted, Finished basement, New roof & eaves, 
concrete steps.  Double lot!

Call Laneta Goings, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.467.9302 or 419.891.0888

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

Looking for partners to make $1,000 to $5,000 
during the next 6-12 months working from home. 
Record setting company:
1.  Go to ... www.mangoisteenfruitinfo.com - For info
2.  Go to ... novarro.1@netzero.com - ask for appointment.
Mature, self starter, people person - with vision

GREAT FAMILY HOME!!
530 ISLINGTON - Ready to move - in!!

Home located in the historic Old West End. Original oak 
woodwork, hardwood floors, & bay windows. Living Rm 
w/fireplace, Dining Rm w/pocket doors. Loads of storage!

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Office  419.866.5900  *  Cell 419.350.7514

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY!!
1506 LINCOLN - TOLEDO, OHIO

Ready to move in w/Separate Basement, New Roof, 
Furnace, Humidifier, Most Windows Replaces, Security 
System, Security LIght & Garage - Property Sold As Is.

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Office  419.866.5900  *  Cell 419.350.7514

935 Clifton - $92,000
3 B.R.,Hardwood throughout, 2 
season porch, 2 car. Motivated seller.

Call Laneta Goings, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.467.9302 or 419.891.0888

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

Gale Stephens
Artist - Owner 

Toledo, Ohio
419.376.0602

www.bfc-seeds.com
Gale@bfc-seeds.com

Spacious 2588 sq ft, 3 lg br w/mbrm, 2 1/2 brms, 
Valleybrook Estates Home on 14600 sq ft. Beauti-

fully landscaped w/access to bike trail. 
Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert - 419.297.2301 

adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net 

5106 Grelyn Drive - $185,700

REDUCED!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

Emory 

SCOTT PARK CAMPUS AREA
2350 Nebraska Ave. - $69,999

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     2-3 beds, 2 car, basement, hugh
                     living and dining rooms, 3 season 
porch - All brick 2 story. GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

Black MarketPlace

Want  to place an ad in
The Black Market PlaceThe Black Market PlaceThe Black Market PlaceThe Black Market PlaceThe Black Market Place?

Call Pam Anderson @ 419-243-0007

Independent Housing Facility

Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a subsidized
independent housing facility for those 62 or older.
We are located in a beautiful, quiet residential
setting in Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one
bedroom garden apartments with private patios,
indoor mailboxes, reserved parking and busing to
local grocery stores.

Applications are
now being accepted.
Call 419-872-3510 or
419-874-4371

healthy, elect or elite frame
us to the point that we do not
look at the common man and
be reminded of how special
we are not, to shape us into
becoming better and not bit-
ter for the common good.

I vow to believe and chal-
lenge us all to continue to
live out the true meaning of
our creed, that all of us are
created equal, and that equal-

America
(Continued from Page 12)

ity can become real and not
imagined, honorable and not
shameful, that we can
achieve and get to the goal of
“invisible barriers,” and that
we can still have a dream and
it become a reality. I define
dreams as: “perceived im-
ages that create a realistic
picture of future heights and
depths without limits.”

Marjorie L. Holt, Ph.D

INSIDE/OUTSIDE SALES

Sales position available in the Staffing Industry
located in the NW Ohio area.  Established territory
and leads.  Must be able to develop new clients as
well as maintain existing client base.

Duties include outside and inside sales (phone
work, planning and documentation into software).
Must be proficient using computers.  Base salary
plus commission.  Previous sales experience pre-
ferred.

Fax resumes to the attention of Richard McNash
at (419)865-9701 or e-mail to
cpmckenzie@supplemental.com

REDUCED!

$79,900

REDUCED!

$168,000

PLACE
YOUR BUSINESS HERE

CALL 419.243.0007
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Sous Chef
Full time with benefits, will include evenings and

weekends.  Reporting to Director of Culinary and
Event Services, responsible for consistent produc-
tion in Museum food service, including catered
events, with attention to quality of both product and
presentation; supervise culinary staff; ensure effec-
tive sanitation procedures.  Requires associate’s
degree in culinary arts or equivalent training in
classic cooking techniques, and five years from-
scratch food prep experience in a fine dining atmo-
sphere, with two years in catering or banquet plan-
ning and execution.  Must be able to both give and
receive direction, work effectively as part of a team,
pre-plan while making adjustments for the unex-
pected, and adjust as necessary to meet customer
needs.  Safe Serve certification a plus.  To apply, e-
mail resume and cover letter to
jobs@toledomuseum.org or mail to HR, Toledo
Museum of Art, PO Box 1013, Toledo, OH, 43697.
DFWP, EOE.

University of Toledo
CWA Position

PCN 997705 ~ Police Dispatcher, University
Police:

The Police Dispatcher receives and transmits
radio communications to dispatch personnel, main-
taining accurate documentation.  This position also
maintains and operates the access control com-
puter system database, reviews all 911 reports to
ensure consistent and efficient performance with
full compliance to establish procedures, and moni-
tors all emergency alarms and security systems
making immediate contact with the appropriate
agency/personnel.

The candidate must submit to a urinalysis test to
determine the unlawful use of drugs, must agree to
a thorough background investigation, and must suc-
cessfully pass a physical exam through the Student
Medical Center.  The candidate must also have the
ability to calculate fractions, decimals and percent-
ages, and to read write common vocabulary plus:
100 hours training in department and/or Federal
Communication Commission rules and regulations
governing communications equipment operation (or
one month experience); 100 hours training in opera-
tion of communication equipment (e.g. radio,
teletype) (or one month experience); or equivalent.
Six months training and/or experience as a radio
dispatcher with like duties for law enforcement
agency.  Two years of computer experience pre-
ferred in use of access control and other alarm
systems.  Full time.

To apply, submit a cover letter (include position
title and job #), a resume, as well as the names and
contact information for three professional references
to: The University of Toledo, Human Resources
Department, Toledo, Ohio 43606-3390; Fax (419)
530-1490; or email recruit@utoledo.edu, which is
preferred.  Use only one method of application.
Resumes must be received by Friday, September
19th, 2008. The University of Toledo is an Equal
Access, Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Em-
ployer and Educator.

CARRERA PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Full-time Program Coordinator to coordinate,

implement and provide oversight of program in East
Toledo. This position requires comprehensive knowl-
edge of pregnancy prevention and sexuality issues;
2-5 years of experience working with teens/youth,
parents and families. Budgeting, management and
administrative skills required. Bachelor’s degree in
Social Work, Public Health, Education or related
field required. Salary $38,000/yr. Full benefits.

LIFETIME SPORTS LEADER
Two (2) Part-time (5hrs. per week) sport leaders

to provide teens with the opportunity to learn an
individual sport which can be played or participated
throughout the life cycle; provide small group learn-
ing opportunities; schedule weekend and summer
sport opportunities when appropriate. Salary $25/
hr.

 Reply with position applying for to:
YWCA PERSONNEL/CARRERA 1018

JEFFERSON AVE. TOLEDO, OHIO 43604
admin@ywcatoledo.org

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
THE YWCA’s ONE IMPERATIVE:

“To thrust our collective power toward the
elimination of racism wherever it exists and

by any means necessary”

SELF-EXPRESSION LEADER
Two (2) Part-time (5hrs./wk) Self-Expression

leaders to provide regularly scheduled creative
opportunities for teens using music, drama, arts,
set design, writing, poetry, dance, costume making
etc. to program participants. Use arts as a stimulus
to foster healthy exploration of life. Will work to
engage participants through dialogue and activity
in a creative and nurturing manner. Bachelor’s
degree in Arts, Theater, Drama, or related field
required. Salary $25/hr.

GROUP LEADER
Four (4) Part-time (12hrs. per week) group lead-

ers to provide support and mentoring to program
participants. Will work to engage participants through
dialogue and activity in a creative and nurturing
manner; assist in moving students through pro-
gram components during rotation; provide support
during program activities. Salary $10/hr.

EMPLOYMENT COMPONENT LEADER
Two (2) Part-time (15hrs. per week) Jobcoaches
to provide employment support and mentoring

to program participants. Teach curriculum, conduct
weekly age-appropriate structured learning experi-
ences about the world of work, careers and bank-
ing. Will work to engage participants through dia-
logue and activity in a creative and nurturing man-
ner. Bachelor’s degree in Business, finance, or
related field required. Salary $25/hr.

TEACHERS
Four (4) Part-time (15hrs. per week) teacher/

tutor to provide support to program participants.
Will work in small groups and with individuals to
increase the student’s academic capacity. Work
with students IEP as appropriate, work with partici-
pants home school teachers. Provide tutoring, con-
duct home visits. Bachelor’s degree in Education,
Social Work, or related field required. Salary $25/
hr.

CARRERA EDUCATION COORDINATOR
Full-time Education Coordinator to provide over-

sight of all education services provided to program
participants. Provide academic support to partici-
pants and families. Develop IEP’s, work with home
school teachers, provide linkages with other pro-
gram components to enhance and reinforce the
education mission. Conduct home visits; compile
program stats., coordinate tutoring sessions.
Bachelor’s degree in Education, Social Work, or
related field required. Salary $25,000. Full benefits.

CARRERA POSITIONS
Implementation of Carrera Project, New

Afterschool Program on the East Side of Toledo All
positions require experience working with youth
and families, preferably in East Toledo. Good ver-
bal skills, knowledge of community resources. Must
possess the ability to work with a diverse popula-
tion. Valid drivers license required.

Administrative Assistant
Recruit for Justice

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE),
is a non-profit law firm that provides free high quality
legal assistance in civil matters to eligible low-
income individuals in northwest and west central
Ohio.  ABLE is seeking an Administrative Assistant
in its Toledo office to support its Human Resource
Team.  Individual will be responsible for all phases
of recruitment, including but not limited to advertis-
ing, processing resumes, scheduling interviews,
and law school fairs.  Applicant must have good
organizational skills; have experience with and pos-
sess proficiency in internet skills, word processing,
e-mail and calendaring software in a Windows envi-
ronment; excellent communication and administra-
tive skills also required.  Some human resource
experience as it relates to recruitment is preferred.
Ability to work well with people in a team setting
required.  Salary is based on relevant experience;
excellent fringe benefits. Send cover letter and
resume electronically as soon as possible, in
Microsoft Word format only, to:

jobs@ablelaw.org
Subj.:  HR Administrative Asst.

Equal access to ABLE offices is available.  Those
applicants requiring accommodation for the inter-
view/application process should contact the Re-
cruitment Coordinator at the e-mail address listed
above.  EOE

Director of Workforce Development
The Greater Toledo Urban League is seeking a

highly motivated, self-starter to fill the position of
Director of Workforce Development.  The success-
ful candidate should possess strong communica-
tion skills, a proven track record of job development,
and previous managerial experience. A Bachelor’s
Degree is required.  All interested parties should
submit a resume by September 15, 2008 to 608
Madison Ave., Suite 1525, Toledo, Ohio 43604 or
via email at gtulea@aol.com.

Program Coordinator
Progressive nonprofit seeks person to manage a

part-time clothing resource program for male client
referrals re-entering the work force. Highly moti-
vated with good administrative skills and high school
diploma or higher required. Volunteer management
skills and knowledge of community resources and
agencies beneficial. Mail resume by September 26.
MSNC – Dress Right Program 3613 Monroe Street,
Toledo, OH 43606

Plant Maintenance Coordinator 1
Maumee River Wastewater Treatment Plant has

an opening for a Plant Maintenance Coordinator 1.
The successful candidate will perform maintenance
functions to plant equipment, buildings and struc-
tures and provides direction of work assignments to
maintenance staff.

For more details, please visit our website at
www.co.lucas.oh.us and click on the Job Postings
link to review the job description, minimum
requirements, and salary.

Please submit a cover letter, employment appli-
cation/resume and professional references to the
Lucas County Human Resources/Personnel De-
partment, One Government Center, Suite 450, To-
ledo, OH 43604 by September 19, 2008.

New York Shopping Trip
October 17-19

Only $225.00!
Cost includes round trip bus fare and stay at

Hilton-Penn Station-Newark
Deposit of $125 due ASAP

Contact Rose at 419-382-7552
Limited seating!!
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Big sister, it has been 15 years since you left us. I miss you dearly. You left a huge
void in my life not only as a sister, but also as one of my closest friends! Much
love always from your baby sister Cynthia Toler, your mom Mary L. Toledo,

your brothers and sisters and your daughter Jamee’ Temple.

Cherly  A. Toler
March 17, 1956 – September 12, 1993

Sidney Poitier, a great-grandfather and the first black actor to win the Academy
Award for Best Actor, has a remarkable new book out that should be a popular read on
Father’s Day. The New York Times best-selling author and one of America’s most-
esteemed actors offers lessons from his remarkable life in the form of letters to his great-
granddaughter.

His latest book, “Life Beyond Measure: Letters to My Great-Granddaughter”
(HarperOne), follows on the heels of the enormous success of “The Measure of a
Man”—which spent 33 weeks on the best-
seller list in both hard- cover and paperback
and 13 weeks at No. 1

Written to his new great-granddaughter
and namesake, Sydney Ayele LaBarrie, Poitier
offers perspective and wisdom gained from
his boyhood in the Baha- mas, breaking the race
barrier in theater and film during the Civil Rights
Era, achieving stardom and success in Holly-
wood, and as a diplomat and humanitarian.

In his role as father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, he shares personal stories for
those important passages through life, as he ex-
plains: “You will have questions after I’m
gone. I hope I might be able to provide some
answers herein.”

Critics have called this the perfect book to in-
spire readers to live life to the fullest.

Wisdom Gained From
Bahama Boyhood
Special to The Truth

Third
Baptist

Musician
Honored
 Joan Bolden, staff pia-

nist/director of the Men’s
Chorus at Third Baptist
Church, will be honored
during the 189th Session
of the National Baptist
Convention, USA, Inc. in
Cincinnati, OH. 

 At the banquet, dur-
ing the Music Auxiliary
program, Bolden is one of
several musicians who will
receive the prestigious
Legends Award in recog-
nition of 40 or more years
in the music ministry.

 The convention runs
from September 8-12 and
will be held in Cincinnati at
the Hyatt Regency,
downtown. Approximately
500 are expected to attend
the awards banquet.  Tick-
ets are $50.


