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June 21-27
28th Annual Edwin Hawkins and Walter Hawkins Music and Arts Love Fellowship

Conference: 419-241-7332

June 22-26
Union Grove MBC Vacation Bible School: 6 to 8 pm nightly; “Boomerang Express

all comes back to Jesus;: Classes for ages 4 to adult
Carnel Smith Summer Youth Camp: First Annual Girls Basketball Camp; Grades 6 thru

8; Smith Park; Daily registration at 1 am; Camp activities from 11 am to 3 pm: 419-917-
3547

June 22-28
Greater St. Mary MBC: 84th Church Anniversary; 7 pm nightly; Mon. Pastor Cordell

Jenkins and St. Paul; Tues. Pastor Randall Parker and New Kingdom; Wed. Nolan White
and Christian Community Church; Thurs. Rev. Otis Gordon and Warren AME; Fri.
Bishop Ronnie Hoard and Ephaphata House of God; Sun, 4 pm, Rev. Henry Newson and
Spiritual Harvest

June 26
Poetry Live: All poets and performers welcome; 7:30 pm; 2484 Glenwood: 419-508-

1503
Homeownership Fair: Northwest Ohio Development Agency; Outside Courtyard at

432 N. Superior; 11 am to 5 pm;

June 26-27
Jeremy Lincoln Pro Football Camp: Friday AM – Grades 2-6, 8 am registration; Friday

PM – Grades 7-12, 1 pm registration; Saturday – All day grades 7-12, 8 am registration:
419-535-3126

June 27
Abundant Joy Ministries: Worship & Praise Service; “Keeping It Real About Sex;”

New Destiny Worship Center; 6:30 to 8:30 pm: 419-787-3732 or 419-699-0586
Citywide Christian Trustee Association Meeting: James B. Simmons Bldg; 10 am:

419-380-9477
Lighthouse Community Center Garage Sale: 10 am to 6 pm; 50/50 raffle, hot dogs and

pop: 419-471-1912

June 28
Braden United Method Church Final Worship Service: Special guests Interfaith

Mass Choir; Morning service at 10:30 am, final worship service at 6 pm
Indiana Avenue MBC: “Mass Choir in Concert;” 5 pm; “Souled Out:” 419-246-3850
Christian Community Church 7th Pastoral Anniversary for Elder Nolan White: 10 am

service with Dec. Joseph White of Macon, GA; 5 pm service with Pastor Floyd Smith
of Calvary Baptist: 419-471-1577 or 419-259-5209

Men’s Day Celebration at All Saints’ Episcopal; 10 am; Speaker Eric Walker

June 29-July 4
Parkwood Seventh Day Adventist Youth Week of Prayer: “The Culmination Heaven

is Our Goal;” ages 13-18; 6 to 7:30 pm; 11 am on Saturday: 419-241-5456

June 30
Green Entrepreneur Resource Fair: Presented by Toledo African-American Bureau

of Commerce and LC Board of Commissioners; 1 to 4 pm; Downtown Public Library –
McMaster Center; Keynote speaker Melissa Bradley-Burns

July 5
Braden United Methodist: New location 4725 Door; Morning worship at 10:30 am;

evening worship at 5 pm
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This Strikes Us …
A Sojourner’s Truth Editorial

You missed a great weekend, Toledo!
Right here in Toledo, in fact. While so many of you were sitting at home bemoaning the

fact that there is nothing to do in the Glass City, the Glass City was alive and buzzing this
past weekend with some extraordinary arts and cultural events.

It was not a weekend to sit around on the couch.
The festivities started with The Third Thursday Art Walk in which 13 – yes, that’s right,

13 – downtown, uptown, warehouse district arts galleries opened on Thursday night for
those who wanted to get around and mingle with other arts lovers.

Many of the galleries offered free wine and appetizers for their visitors.
There was a jazz party going on Friday and Saturday at Murphy’s. Dozens of area jazz

artists came together to celebrate the late, great Art Tatum’s 100th birthday. From 5 to 10
p.m. on Friday and from 2 to 10 pm. On Saturday, you could hear as much fabulous music
as you could possible want – in one of the best locations in the area.

Not crazy about music or art? No problem. On Saturday and Sunday, you could witness
one of Toledo premiere ballet dance troupes – the Positive Force Christian School of Dance
– present their annual recital. This year’s production, Power of The Blood, featured all 105
students – ages five through 18 – on Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon at Owens
Community College’s Center for Fine and Performing Arts.

And if the theatre is what you crave, you had the opportunity to see a wonderful
production of Shakespeare’s All’s Well That Ends Well by Glacity Theatre Collective –
a first rate group of local actors – in a truly marvelous setting at Maumee Valley Day County
School. That play was produced on Friday and Saturday evening as well as Sunday
afternoon.

We hope you caught at least one of these events on one of the very best weekends
Toledo has to offer. You have only yourself to blame if you let all of these events slip by.

                    *                    *                   *                   *                  *

On a more somber note, with all of the bad news swirling around and budget woes on
every governmental level, the word that Gov. Ted Strickland is considering a cut of more
than 50 percent to the Public Library Fund (PLF) is surely devastating.

It Strickland’s proposed 2009-2011 budget is approved as written, public libraries all
over the State of Ohio will be forced to close their doors. Those who will be able to stay
open will face the prospect of reduced hours, reduced programs, fewer new books and
DVDS, fewer services provided to small businesses and to job seekers.

Strickland has proposed cutting $227.3 million from the expected $403 million and that
is in addition to the reductions that libraries have already experienced as a result of
declining revenues. State funding to libraries has already been frozen since 2000.

Fortunately libraries from around the state are joining forces to fight the budget cuts.
They are asking patrons, friends and supporters to help by emailing or calling the governor
(1-614-466-3555) to make their displeasure known. A list of contact e-mail addresses and
phone numbers for the governor and his staff is available on the Toledo Lucas County
Public Library web site at toledolibrary.org.

                     *                       *                     *                       *                       *

We sure know a lot about fire hydrants now. Part of the reason we know so much about
them – other than the devastating fire that destroyed the home of Barbie and Herman
Harrison – is the fact that this tragedy happened just as the local election season is getting
underway.

The candidates have taken the opportunity not just to blame the city but also to blame
each other for real or imagined failures. Regrettably, anything is fair game when it comes
time to run for office.

Now, inexplicably, the mayor has jumped in to form a commission to review the city’s
handling of the fire and the aftermath. We just cannot fathom why an independent
commission is necessary, it would seem by this point that everyone who can read
newspapers or watch television news is pretty well informed on what happened and why
it happened.

However, we have two suggestions for the commission. First, try to find out why the
city was so competent and diligent in informing the Harrisons about how quickly they had
to clean up the debris of their shattered lives before fines would start being imposed.

Second, ask the mayor if you can investigate the issuance of those parking tickets to
residents who parked on their own unpaved driveways and whether we can expect more
of that sort of behavior.
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Recently, Congress, spe-
cifically the Senate, has is-
sued an apology for slavery
and they now need to con-
vene with the House of Rep-
resentative about working
out the points of conflict in
the two measures.

One point of conflict is
that neither bill will approve
of reparations to the descen-
dants of American slaves.
Read the following story and
you will know why omitting
reparations would be a co-
lossal mistake and you will
really see who benefits from
“reparations.”

Willie Jackson and his wife
Shauntae and their three kids,
Leon, Lorline and Tydenda
waited on the front porch of
their rented house. It was
Tuesday and about 2 o’clock
and the postman was on his
way.

This was the day. The day
that the portly postman was
to deliver the first installment
of the “Rep” (short for repa-
rations) checks. Congress
passed the hotly contested
bill by a mere two votes; and
when the southern president
refused to sign the bill, it au-
tomatically became law.

Besides monetary appro-
priations for the historically

Reparations … Hey! It’s a
White Thing, Too!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq.
Guest Column

black colleges, monies to
demolish dilapidated inner
city shabby housing and tu-
ition credits for inner city
academies, each certified mi-
nority adult in America who
was of African descent and
who could trace his or her
lineage back to enslaved an-
cestors, was to receive
$45,000.00 per year for eight
years … tax-free.

Meanwhile, across town
in Toledo at the all-white
Regents Country Club and in
its walnut-paneled bar, there
was a party of sorts going on.
No, this party was not about
a club member being pro-
moted to a general sales man-
ager at a local corporation
nor was it about a clubbie
being nominated for a plum
political job at City Hall.

The white folks in the
bar…about a 120 of them –
the shakers and pillars and
leading retailers of the city –
were hoisting their tinkling
champagne glasses to portly
postal workers everywhere
who were toting heavy denim
bags full of Rep checks to
awaiting postbellum slave
descendants.

It was practically a na-
tional holiday on that Tues-
day due to all of the millions
of black people calling in sick
and coming down with a
seemingly national case of
the flu – Rep flu that is.

Bill Fuller, the owners of
Dessiner & Foats, an upscale
men’s clothier boasted that

he had just hired four new
salespeople in anticipation
of the “rep people” coming in
to buy up his $850.00 suits
(only marked up from $410.00
the week before).

Arnold Bollend, the man-

ager of Rici’s, a full line de-
partment store, was working
overtime preparing his store
for what he jokingly called,
“an imminent invasion of “rep
people.”

 William Statler, the man-
ager of the local Lexus dealer-
ship was practically tongue
tied when he started comput-
ing his profits from ordering
dozens of loaded Lexus’ for
the anticipated rush of “rep
people” buying his sleek prod-
ucts.

Howard Nathan talked ex-
citedly into his glass of bub-
bly about how his shoe store
would be besieged by crowds
of “rep people” literally fight-
ing to try on his Arostos &
Cornblenns which start off at
$495.00 a pair.

But who could forget the
look of disbelief on the face of
Marvin Garfoleski, the part
owner of the Detroit Now
Casino when he stated that
he had to hire an additional 30
security guards to police the
Toledo “rep people” who
would come in droves to his
crap tables with crumpled
$50.00 bills looking like pieces
of green and white confetti in
their hands.

“Let’s toast reparations
again,” shouted an unknown
member of the club and at that
incentive, dozens of glasses
were raised and lowered to
awaiting mouths who
dreamed of eight more years
of a multi-billion dollar eco-
nomic stimulus package
thanks to the “rep people.”

For everyone in that insu-
lar club knew and held with
deep awe the closely guarded
secret that within one to 30
days, 95 percent of the passed
out “rep monies” would, like a
homing pigeon, find its way
to their stores and offices and
neighborhoods and bank ac-
counts and which in turn
would finance their 401(k) re-
tirements and summer homes
and their kids’ hefty private
tuition payments.

Who wouldn’t like repara-
tions?  It was … money out
and then … money back in!

Back at the home, Willie
and Shauntae were in the liv-
ing room on the rented furni-
ture tearing open the plain
brown manila envelope that
had a return address of The
Department of the Treasury
and which envelope held the
present-day monetary
equivalent of that proverbial
40 acres and a mule.

    The non-descript check
fell out of the envelope and at
the same time Willie jumped
up and ran to the phone to call
Ray, Arch and Phil. They were
first going to Dessiner & Foats
and then he was going to get
a pair of blue-on-blue

This past Thursday, five
months after the first black
U.S. president ascended to
office and just prior to the
June 19 Juneteenth celebra-
tion of the emancipation of
African-Americans at the
Civil War’s 1865 conclu-
sion, the U.S. Senate finally
formally apologized for the
“fundamental injustice,
cruelty, brutality, and in-
humanity of slavery” of
African-Americans.

The resolution, in bru-
tally honest and frightfully
accurate language “apolo-
gizes to African-Ameri-
cans on behalf of the people
of the United States for the
wrongs committed against
them and their ancestors
who suffered under slavery
and Jim Crow laws.”

Some view the legisla-
tion as a “Slavery is finally
done – now get over it”
moment while others feel
that apologies are mean-
ingful only when they
come accompanied with
something else. The only
thing that this resolution
carries with it in return for
246 years of slavery and an
additional 100 years of Jim
Crow segregation is an
appended disclaimer stat-
ing that nothing in it sup-
ports or authorizes repara-
tions by the United States.
As a result, the resolution

Never Again
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.

is viewed by many as merely
a nonbinding, symbolic and
meaningless insult which
does nothing to change the
reality of life for African-
Americans.

Indifference to or rejec-
tion of an apology indicates
the presence of unaddressed
or unresolved complex prob-
lems that serve as barriers to
reconciliation. It appears that
one of the primary obstacles
to current racial harmony may
be the dysfunctional relation-
ship between blacks and the
Republican Party.

A recent Gallup Poll indi-
cates that African-Americans
mirror the GOP rather than
Democratic Party views on
morality issues such as hav-
ing a baby outside of mar-
riage, homosexuality, sex be-
tween an unmarried man and
woman, stem cell research
using human embryos and
same-sex marriages but only
five percent identify as Re-
publicans. Yet there has been
little done to broaden the GOP
base to include more minori-
ties.

Longtime local veteran
GOP party member Jan Scot-
land, who indicates that Afri-
can-American membership in
the local Republican party is
approximately two percent,
acknowledges the lack of
minority outreach efforts.
“There’s nothing going on
now and we have not done a
good job in articulating our
message. Instead we have an
identity problem and spend
too much time fighting inter-
nal battles.”

Scotland attributes party
ineffectiveness and failure to
attract minority membership
to causes such as the loss of
stronger old-school party
leaders, the lack of voter so-
phistication or discernment

and to being located in a
traditionally Democratic
Party stronghold.

Most African-Ameri-
cans however, see in the
GOP the current rise in mili-
tant and white supremacist
organizations or hate
crimes such as what hap-
pened recently at the Holo-
caust Museum and then
look back to 1965 when the
Southern Democrats, who
had bombed schools and
lynched innocent men de-
serted the party as a result
of Lyndon Johnson’s sign-
ing of the Voting Rights
Act.

Their defection to the
Republican Party became
the new southern base of
the new GOP  which is seen
as enacting conservative
public policies to reestab-
lish white power and con-
trol over the distribution of
public goods while vigor-
ously challenging black
hopes for inclusion in
American society. African-
Americans, although per-
haps the most churched and
most forgiving of people
today find it difficult or im-
possible to forgive and for-
get the pain of the past.

Also at issue with the
Senate’s apology is the fact
that it eloquently and com-
mendably states the  op-
pressive historic atrocities
committed by whites
against blacks but it miser-
ably fails to give recogni-
tion to the African-Ameri-
can slave for the role and
contributions in develop-
ing America to be what and
where it is presently.

S c h o l a r s h i p
acknowedges that the
United States of America
which we see in 2009 would

(Continued on Page 11)

(Continued on Page 11)
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The Week in Politics: More
Fear and Loathing in
Toledo
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

City Council, the Board of Education and the race for mayor … lots of excitement
in Toledo politics.

Two weeks ago, the unexpected happened on the local political scene – Toledo
City Council President Mark Sobczak resigned his post and set off a chain of events
that resemble a line of falling dominoes.

Last week’s events, however, were anything but unexpected.
As predicted, the Lucas County Democratic Party voted to recommend Steve

Steel, Ph.D., president of the Toledo Board of Education to fill the seat on council.
Steel, a declared candidate for council was the obvious choice because of his
experience and prominence on the school board and because of his proven ability
to run in and win a city-wide seat.

Surprisingly, however,
the decision by the party
screening committee and
then the executive commit-
tee to recommend Steel
was closer than antici-
pated. He just narrowly
edged out political new-
comer Adam Martinez, also
a declared candidate for an
at-large seat.

In all likelihood, Steel
will now move onto coun-
cil creating a vacancy on
the school board but the
Democratic Party has decided not to recommend anyone for that position in order
to avoid having to choose between Aji Green and Brenda Hill. The Party endorsed
both candidates some months ago.

The first order of business for City Council is to vote on a new president and the
two frontrunners for that position – District 4 Councilman Michael Ashford and At-
Large Councilman Joe McNamara – are working their colleagues in an effort to
collect the six necessary.

Meanwhile, mayoral politics heated up more than a tad last week.
In the wake of the devastating fire that claimed the Westmoreland home of Barbie

and Herman Harrison, Lucas County Commissioner Ban Konop took his opponent,
former fire Chief Mike Bell, to task for perceived failures during his almost 17-year
tenure.

“There are a number of serious questions Mr. Bell needs to answer,” said Konop.
He asked his opponent why didn’t he insist that the city color-code fire hydrants
in order to distinguish between the four-inch and six-inch mains; why didn’t Chief
Bell place maps on trucks letting firefighters know which hydrants would be able
to help put out fires.

“This all directly relates to leadership and how Mike Bell would lead as mayor,”
said Konop.

Bell did not take such attacks lying down. On the same day that Konop held his
press conference attacking the former fire chief, candidate Bell called his own
conference and discussed the hydrant issue.

“The young candidate has forgotten that when he was in school I was dealing

with homeland security issues,” said Bell. “We had a plan when
I was fire chief. We would not assume that a fire
hydrant would work, we had a back-up plan.”

According to Bell, the fire department always was prepared to use a second or
third fire hydrant in case the first option did not work and, as he also noted, it really
did not make a difference what size the main was. The fire department was always
prepared to move to a second option knowing that any hydrant at any time could
fail.

“I’m not blaming the fire department,” he said. “It was an unusual circumstance.
They did what they were supposed to do – they responded.”

Konop did not let matters rest on the fire hydrant issue and Bell’s responsibility
as fire chief. Responding the next day, he issued a statement asking: “Should we
accept that Mike Bell was too busy as fire chief to attend to, what we tragically
learned last week, is an extremely important detail?”

Next up, the vote for city council president. Sobczak’s resignation is effective
this week and council will be replacing him within two weeks or by the July 7
meeting.

NAACP On the Casey Case
I am writing in response to an article written by Attorney Lafe Tolliver entitled “Readers

Weigh in on Trevor Casey Incident”, which was published in The Sojourner’s Truth on
Wednesday, June 3, 2009. In this article Mr. Tolliver responds to a writer, George M., who
asked why are not more pastors at least stating something to help or to explain the incident
involving the Trevor Casey beating by the Toledo Police Department Officers and states
that even weeks after the incident, there has been no public statement or outcry by any
of the pastoral groups, fraternities, sororities or the NAACP (they are a joke)…  It is this
statement and the reference to the NAACP that I shall respond to.

Please be advised the local chapter of the NAACP is very concerned about the incident
that occurred between the Toledo Police Officers and Trevor Casey on Friday, May 15,
2009. As a matter of record be advised that the local chapter of the NAACP was very
disturbed by the video of Mr. Casey’s beating by two police officers and we were even
more outraged that two African-American police officers were the ones using excessive
force. Make no mistake, the local chapter views excessive force as excessive force and it
will not be tolerated by any officer regardless of their race. Although he was correct in his
assertion that there was no public statement or outcry regarding this matter from the
NAACP, we were taking preliminary steps in the investigation of this matter. The local
chapter of the NAACP’s chairperson of the Grievance Committee, Professor Morris
Jenkins, attended a meeting where Mr. Stephen Ward met with family members which
occurred very shortly after the incident happened.

During the following week, I spoke to the local chapter President WilliAnn Moore, who
directed to me begin an investigation in this matter. I then contacted and spoke with the
national office of the NAACP and requested information and direction on how to proceed
in this matter.   I also attempted to contact the family through a family member who knows
the family well, but learned that same evening through a newspaper article that the Casey’s
were represented by Mr. Tolliver.  This information caused me to suspend any contacts
to the family because to my knowledge they had counsel. I also discussed this matter with
Chairperson, Prof. Morris Jenkins who requested that when I spoke with Mr. Tolliver to
let him know that not only were we going to launch our own investigation in this case, but
if he needed any assistance from the Grievance Committee, in representing Mr. Casey, we
would be happy to assist.

During the last week of May, I telephoned Mr. Tolliver’s office and left a voice message
of the same and asked him to telephone me, at his earliest convenience.  I did not hear from
Mr. Tolliver until I ran into him at his office the following week and he informed me at that
time he was not representing the family.  It was the same evening or the next evening that
I read the above-mentioned article in The Sojourner’s Truth.  I do not hold any animosity

(Continued on Page 5)
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ATTENTION TOLEDO!!!
It’s the

RECESSION SPECIALS

The demolition of the BP
Gas Station at the corner of
Secor Rd. and Dorr St. finally
took place the morning of June
16, 2009 as a number of com-
munity organizations were
represented at the demolition
site.

“This is part of The Uni-
versity of Toledo’s strategic

Gas Station Demolition Marks New Step for UT and
Surrounding Neighborhoods
Special to The Truth

plan to enhance the environ-
ment and promote a sense of
community between the Uni-
versity and its surrounding
neighbors”, said UT Presi-
dent Dr. Lloyd Jacobs just
prior to the demolition. The
area will be maintained as
“green space” for at least five
years and will provide a wel-

coming gateway to the south-
west side of the campus. Af-
ter that time the area may be
transitioned to accommodate
either student housing or re-
tail space. This is another step
in the university’s commit-
ment to being a good neigh-
bor, said Dr. Jacobs.

Toledo Councilwoman

Wilma D. Brown was excited
about the demolition and a
new beginning for the Secor
Gardens neighborhood, just
to the south of the
university’s main campus.
The Councilwoman, involved
with the university through
the Secor Gardens Task
Force and also as a member
of the university’s “Strate-
gic Land Use Committee,”
agreed with Dr. Jacobs that

the demolition marks a step in
the right direction for the
Secor Gardens Neighbor-
hood.

Additional structures in
the immediate area will also
be demolished as part of an
ongoing process to eliminate
abandoned and blighted
properties along the Dorr
Street corridor to enhance the
main thoroughfare’s overall
appearance and its market-

ing viability.
Brown has been steadfast

in her determination to work
with the university to make
the neighborhood into a bet-
ter and safer environment.
“We’ve been working for
over 10 years developing
ideas and strategies for im-
proving the Dorr St. corridor,
this is a huge step in the
corridor’s revitalization,” said
Brown.4 DAY SALE!!

Thursday, June 25, 2009 thru Sunday , June 28, 2009

SEAWAY
MARKETPLACE

1707 Cherry  (at Bancroft)     419.243.1000
Open 7 Days at 9:00 am

We reserve the right to limit quantities

LIMIT 6 with coupon - Must present coupon - One coupon per family
Coupon expires Sunday, June 28, 2009

 PRAIRIE FARMS
Orange Juice

1/2 Gallon Jug 98 C

towards Mr. Tolliver because he really did not know what we were doing regarding this
matter.  We chose not to speak out on this incident until we have had an opportunity to
investigate the matter further.   We understand that there are two sides to every story and
at this point we only have the video of the actual incident (which is very appalling) and
statements from the family, but we do not know what happened prior to the beating. We have
sent a letter to Chief Navarre of the Toledo Police Department requesting information that
we feel we will need to intelligently assess this matter.  We would also like to interview Trevor
Casey and any witnesses to this incident.

Like many who viewed the video we were outraged. However as an attorney I have learned
to take the emotion out of a situation and assess the matter from a neutral position in order
to learn the truth. It is my experience that “cooler heads prevail” in most cases.  Once we have
had the opportunity to assess this matter further the local chapter of the NAACP will hold
a press conference.

                                                                                                    Respectfully Submitted,
Phyllis D. Flowers, Esq.

                                                                                                    Grievance Committee Mem-
ber

Casey
(Continued from Page 4)
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On October 11, 2009,
Stanley Cowell, Toledo na-
tive, noted international jazz
pianist and the Rutgers Uni-
versity professor of music,
will return to Toledo to per-
form an Art Tatum tribute
concert sponsored by the
African American Legacy
Project.

Last Friday, Cowell was in
Toledo to attend a press con-
ference announcing his Oc-
tober event and to open the
events celebrating the 100th

anniversary of the birth of
Art Tatum.

“It’s always great to come
back here,” said Cowell. “It
has been a challenge to pur-
sue a dream like being a jazz
musician. It has been a great
struggle but I was bitten by
the bug by friends and family
who exposed me to [jazz]. My
family encouraged me to
study music which meant
studying classical music, but
jazz appealed to my heart.”

Not the least of those fam-
ily friends who influenced a
young Stanley Cowell was
the great master himself, Art
Tatum. Tatum, Cowell related
last Friday, was a childhood
friend of his father and Cowell
remembers vividly a visit
Tatum made to his home when
the future jazz musician was
six years old in 1947.

Stanley Cowell Returns to Toledoin the Fall to Celebrate
Tatum 100th
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

His father asked Tatum to
play something for his son,
but Tatum instead asked the
boy to play first. Then the
adult played “You Took Ad-
vantage of Me,” the great
Richard Rogers/Lorenz Hart
standard.

“It was the most powerful
music I had ever heard,” re-
called Cowell. Too powerful,
in fact, for his mother who left
the room, went into the
kitchen and started washing
the dinner dishes. When
Cowell went into the kitchen
in search of his mother, he
found her over the sink, hands
trembling.

The lad asked his mother
why she was troubled.

“That man just plays too
much music,” replied his
mother.

Cowell, by his own admis-
sion, does not play too much
music. He does not try to
duplicate the technical virtu-
osity for which Tatum is re-
nowned. Cowell is far more
lyrical in his approach.

Nevertheless, he recog-
nizes Tatum as the master –
the man “who crystallized all
jazz piano styles until the
1940’s.” Tatum would go on
to incorporate developments
of the 1940’s, such as Char-
ley (Birdman) Parker’s be-
bop style, into his repertoire

as well.
In fact, Cowell noted that

Tatum’s influence is more
evident in his teaching at
Rutgers than in his playing.
“My students have to learn a
Tatum piece,” he said.

Cowell studied piano in
Toledo with Mary Belle
Shealy and Elmer Gertz. By
the age of 15, he was a fea-
tured soloist with the Toledo
Youth Orchestra and a bud-
ding jazz pianist.

He earned a bachelor’s of
music degree from Oberlin
Conservatory and a master
of music degree from the
University of Michigan. He
has undertaken additional
study at the Mozarteum
Akademie of Salzburg, Aus-
tria and at Wichita State Uni-
versity and the University of
Southern California.

In the mid 1960’s, Cowell
headed for New York City and
worked with such jazz greats
as Max Roach, Abbey Lin-
coln, Rahsaan Roland Kirk,
Herbie Mann, Miles Davis,
Stan Getz and the Bobby
Hutcherson-Harold Land
Groups.

During the 1970’s he con-
tinued his collaboration with
musical giants such as Sonny
Rollins, Clifford Jordan, Oliver
Nelson, Donald Byrd, Roy
Haynes, Richard Davis, Art

Pepper, Jimmy Heath, among
others.

A composer as well as pia-
nist, Cowell performs and lec-
tures as a soloist and in en-
semble formations from duo
to orchestra.

The African American
Legacy Project exists to docu-
ment and preserve the Afri-

can-American experience
here in northwest Ohio.

“We are thrilled to have
someone of Mr. Cowell’s stat-
ure returning to his home-
town to share his talent, ce-
lebrity and musical genius to
help us celebrate Mr. Tatum’s
100th birthday,” said Robert
Smith, president of the Afri-

can American Legacy
Project. “We are humbled just
thinking about having this
opportunity to take part in
this historical moment and
surely that moment will be
magical – because of Mr.
Cowell’s extraordinary tal-
ent.”

Looking for an exciting youth summer
program that focuses on Educational

and Cultural Enrichment, the Arts,
Literacy, Conflict Resolution, and Social

Action?
The Children’s Defense Fund Freedom Schools at The
University of Toledo is the perfect place for your child!

Dates:   June 30th through July 31st, 2009
Time:    8:30am through 3pm
Place:   University of Toledo

Fill out applications at www.centerofhopebaptist.org, or call (419)-241-
4345 to request applications.

Fax completed applications to (419)-241-7990, or mail them to Center of
Hope Freedom Schools, 137 N. Michigan, Toledo, OH  43604.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS JUNE 21st, 2009



Bricks sold as of June 15, 2009

Pastor Troy Thomas, New Life Church of God & Christ, Pastor Robert Culp, Pastor Talmadge J. Thomas, 
Pastor Darian Banks, Bishop Edward T. Cook, First Lady Sheila L. Cook, Rev. Dr. & Mother John E. Roberts, 
Pastor William C. Terry, Councilwoman Wilma Brown, Suzette R. Cowell, Andre L. Cowell Sr., George W. 
Cowell Jr., Kevin L. Cowell, Ruth L. Cowell, Shawn Cowell, Atty, Eddie Cole, Vallie Bowman English, Ian B. 
English Esq., Jewyana Anderson, Mira J. Banks, Queen Hackett Braswee, Charsena Braswell, Gwen Brown 
& Family’s, Leona Brown, Steve Brown, Drenda Brooks, Michael A. Cancel Sr., John Chapman, Russell 
Chapman, Lamont & Leona Chenault, Charlest Coley, Reginald Coley, Branden Mykal Cook, Manhattan 
Michelle Cook, Brabara Corggens, Sharon Crawford, Jeanette Davis, Maratha N. Ramey DeWalt, Saint Paul 
Missionary Baptist Church, Saint Martin de Porress, Nabil’s Next Day Sign, Mo’s Market, Quality Time Day 
Care Center, Toledo Chapter Coalition of Black Trades Union, Edward Willis, Dorothy Willis, Percy Evans, 
Virginia Evans, Albert J. Hunter, Lisa K. Linear, Eric Baldwin, Lester Crump, JT Williamson, Pamela Wilson, 
Pierrette McClain Talley, Shirley A. Thomas El, Albert Earl Jr., William H. Ellis Sr., Rose E. Bonhart Ellis, 
Priscilla Fletcher, Janice Fryar, Verbie Garland, Stanley Graves, Gertrude Green, Ralph Green, Willie Green, 
Harriett Hardy, Yvonne Harper, Syliva Hewitt, Aviance Hill, Brenda Hill, Mozell Hill, George Hillard, Gloria 
Hillard, Gabrielle Hinton, Lucile Hutton, Thomas Hutton, Marti Jarret, Jamie Johnson, Jacqueline Luckett 
Johnson, Anthony Q. Jones, Dr., Delores Latson, Barbara Lee, Willie Lee, Yulonda McClure-Logan, Alto 
King III, Alto King Sr., Edwin Mabrey, Lue Dell Martin, Mark Martin, Leo D. Martinez, Maria E. Martinez, 
Larnzy McClelland Sr., Theressa McClendon,Donald H. McCreary, Robert E. Montogomery,Teresa M. 
Moore, WilliAnn Moore, Dorine A. Mosley, Lavern Mosley, Bernadine Powell, James Powell, Gayla C. Price, 
Nell Roach, Sharlene K. Roberts, DeLise Simmons, Sean Simmons, James E. Simpson, Sr., Chris Smith, 
David Smith, Frances Smith, Shirley Smith, Tracee Perryman-Stewart, Mattie Taylor, Monique Taylor, 
Charles B. Welch,Twyla Lorraine Wheaton, Anderson Whitt, Barb Wilkowski, Keith W. Wilkowshi, Felesha 
Williams, Jane W. Williamson, ABCO Contracting LLC, Alpha & Omega Collections, ALPHA PHI ALPHA 
FRATERNITY (ALPHA XI LAMBDA CHAPTER), Commodore Perry Federal Credit Union, Logan Creek 
Construction Company, Midwest Urban Newspaper, Lillie Watkins, Evangelia White, Arlene Bond, James 
A. Snodgrass Sr., Antonio Stuart, Holly Hodge, Henry Boyd

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union 
currently located at 1339 Dorr 
Street, has just launched their  
“Brick Campaign”.  The TUFCU has 
begun this campaign in an effort to 
raise funds for the new building 
which will be built at the corner of 
Detroit Avenue at Dorr Street. If 

you are interested in purchasing a “Brick” as a part of the cam-
paign the prices are as follows:
 $ 50.00 for each “Walkway” brick
 $100.00 for each “Vestibule” brick
 $500.00 for each “Archway” brick

Please call TUFCU at 419.255.8876 
to make your contribution TODAY!

A Few Brick Donors

The Sojourner’s Truth Page 7June 24, 2009

Just as I told the graduat-
ing high school seniors a
few weeks ago, artists need
to listen to our elders.

The jazz community in
this city/area supports each
other through a spirit fo-
cused on

preserving the art form,
not just looking out for one’s
own self interest.

My father is a well-known
musician within these and
other circles so when

I come around this part of
Toledo, they treat me well
and even though I may come
around for an article they
know I truly appreciate jazz
music.

Weekend Jazz Party at Murphy’s
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

I’m not well versed on all
the standards, but I know a
couple.

In my opinion though,
Toledo has arguably some
of the best...most respected

and most expertly skilled
jazz singers and musicians in
this region.

Claude Black, Damon
Cook, Johnny O’Neal (not a
resident, but he’s here a lot),
Clifford Murphy, of course,
and many others are legends
in this area because of their
musicianship.

Jon Hendricks is an inter-
national jazz singer and in-
ventor of the scat style
known as vocalese. I actu-

ally had two of my artists
studying with his daughter
last year and it’s the only
house in Toledo I’ve ever
seen with a Grammy award in
it.

And he teaches. Jon
Hendricks is amazing and
doing it big and his in his mid
80s.

This weekend, a great
number of these local artists
gathered at Murphy’s for the
2009 Jazz Party to celebrate
Art Tatum’s 100th birthday.

Lori LeFever, Kelly Broad-
way and the incomparable
Ramona Collins were all there
as well. There was indoor
show and an outdoor show
under a tent.

Each of the people I named
have scores of fans in this
part of the country.

Each of the people I just
named are immensely tal-
ented in their craft.

And all of them treat each
other with humility and re-
spect.

It’s like a family atmo-
sphere, even though they are
all different artists.

The comraderie is so natu-
ral that I wish the part of

Toledo’s music scene that
I’m involved in would take
notes.

When I arrived at the out-
door stage area,  Ramona and
I greeted each other and she
was the emcee for the
evening.

She brought up Lori
LeFever and her two guitar-
ists and the night began with
mesmerizing renditions of
classics delivered with
LeFever’s down to earth
style and charm.

Halfway through her set,
renowned drummer Damon
Cook was sitting in the audi-
ence and we were chopping
it up and she spotted him
and had him sit in on her
band turning her acoustic
sound into a full-fledged
band in an instant.

And in that gesture you
see the brilliance in how
greater Toledo’s jazz com-
munity operates.

I watched Lori Lefever’s
entire set, even as the rain
started to fall and jazz lovers
from all angles bunched up

together under the tent... ev-
eryone enjoyed her and her
band’s music thoroughly.

Then I went inside to
catch Jon Hendricks on the
big stage with UT’s staff jazz
ensemble. It was like walking
into a jazz club in New York.

People packed wall to wall
and the whole place rockin’,
focused on the stage hang-
ing on every note.

Hendricks did something
I’ve NEVER seen before... he
asked the drummer for a stick
and he held it up to his mouth
as if he were playing a flute
and then used it as his segue
into a full vocalese clinic!

With his trademark sea
captain hat on, Jon
Hendricks gave a show to
remember.

I headed back outside to
catch one of my favorites,
Kelly Broadway.

She ran through standard
after standard with Claude
Black on keys, stopping
along the way to bring Jon
Hendricks on stage for “Bye
Bye Black Bird”.

I love how laid back her
style is, joking with the audi-
ence here and there but then
getting down to business let-
ting that voice of hers work
magic.

Ramona Collins was due
to perform the next night and
I knew I wouldn’t be able to
attend so I really soaked it all
up the night I went.

Joan Russell has made
Murphy’s Place  the epicen-
ter of our area’s jazz scene.

Not many cities have a
classy place down on the
water where you can go and
hear authentic jazz, eat great
food and take in atmosphere
unparalleled by most other
destinations in this area.

Events such as this past
weekend’s Jazz Party are part
of the great things I love
about Toledo’s art culture.

If you get a chance and
you want to do something
different on a weekend...

go down to Murphy’s.
Maybe I’ll see you there.

The Truth Art Gallery
1811 Adams Street,

Toledo, Ohio 43604

Phone: 419.243.0007

Ramon Tiggs, Curator

For event information contact:
Glenda D. Brown

Director of  Events

419.346.5275

Email: gcreationsevents@yahoo.com

The Truth Art Gallery and Events 
Center is dedicated to providing 
professional services for your next 
event. We invite you to come and 
view the art gallery and see the 
many possibilities that we offer for 
having your special event at this 
special venue.

Gallery Hours:
Mon - Fri: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat and Sun: By appointment



The Sojourner’s Truth June 24, 2009Page 8

Sheila Gibson has been
teaching ballet and jazz danc-
ing for 25 years, according to
the announcement made by
Master of Ceremonies Rev.
William Dunn at the onset of
her Positive Force Christian
School of Dance’s produc-
tion of Power of the Blood
over the past weekend.

Truth be told, Gibson does
not look much older than 25
years herself. One can quickly
see, however, while  watch-
ing a performance of her
company’s annual spring re-
cital, that she has indeed been
teaching for a number of
years. The proof is in the
development of her dancers.

Gibson conducts 13 dif-
ferent classes at Positive
Force for ages ranging from
five to 18 years and for vary-
ing levels of expertise. This
past weekend’s show in-
cluded all of the 100-plus stu-
dents who study under
Gibson.

And as one watches the
progression of ages in the
various scenes of the recital,
it becomes quickly evident
that there are students who
have been working with
Gibson for years and that
these students just keep get-
ting more technically profi-
cient the longer they stay
with her.

The younger students’
scenes are extremely well

Positive Force Brings the Glory to “Power of the Blood”
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

choreographed, charmingly
presented … cute. As the
older students come on, how-
ever, it is clear that the audi-
ence is being treated to a first
class ballet company right in
the heart of Toledo.

Power of The Blood was
conceived by Gibson in order
to explain why Jesus Christ
died.

“The songs are all allud-
ing to why He decided to die,”
said Gibson during an inter-
view with The Truth last
month. “Jesus Christ is my
savior but it is the blood that
cleansed us from all of our
sins.”

This year’s recital brought
together 26 different produc-
tion numbers presenting
Gibson’s vision of dance. “I
feel that it is the purpose of
dance to give praise to God.
“I’ve always tried to walk the
Christian walk,” she said.
And dance the Christian
dance.

Gibson is not just a teacher
and dancer, she is also an
extremely gifted choreogra-
pher as evidenced by the treat-
ment of those 26 different
presentations and her use of
the range of her dancers’
proficiencies.

The highlights during the

weekend performances – 6:00
p.m Saturday evening, 3:00
p.m. Sunday afternoon –
came often. Amongst the
performances by the various
classes were sprinkled in four
strong solo dances.
Nasheena Gover, the one
graduating senior member of
the company, danced grace-
fully and touchingly to “God
Speaking.”

Nicole Herndon, a 10-year-
old charismatic wunderkind,

performed with her trademark
energy and enthusiasm to
“It’s the God in Me.”

And Tyree Bell, an 18-year
old high school junior who
has been with Positive Force
for a decade, danced to his
own choreographed number
of “Matthew 28.” Bell, by the

way, the company’s only
male dancer, was everywhere
during the performance – a
dance solo, a pas de deux
here and there and perform-
ing the necessary light lift-
ing.

Both Herndon and Bell

The weekend of art and culture in Toledo jumped off to a grand start with the monthly
Third Thursday art Walk presented by the Arts Commission of Greater Toledo.

This month 13 downtown-area art galleries were open on Thursday evening from 6 to
9 p.m. for the Art Walk participants.

In addition to the art within the galleries, walkers were treated to live music by Whiskey
Before Breakfast on St. Clair St. and live painting and body painting by Klaire.

The participating galleries were: Studio of Carol Imes-Luscombe and John Luscombe
(321 Perry); 20 North Gallery (18 N. St. Clair); Sur St. Clair (1 S. St. Clair); Gallery above
Jack Wilson’s Studio (19 S. St. Clair); 1st Flr of Paul Sullivan AIA (23 S. St. Clair); The
Little Gallery (48 S. St. Clair); Bozart’s Fine Art and Music Gallery (151 S. St. Clair); Olive
Street Studios (252 Ottawa); Studio 356 (356 Morris); Secor Building (425 Jefferson); Ford
Gallery (602 Madison); Truth Art Gallery (1811 Adams); Collingwood Arts Center (2413
Collingwood).

Arts Zone/Warehouse
District Third Thursday Art
Walk
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

(Continued on Page 11)
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“I’ve always loved to
draw,” says Robert Shorter.
“In the beginning I did quite
a bit of oil paintings on can-
vas, but clean up and space
were always issues. I found
over time that I was able to
draw and achieve the results
I wanted without the clean up
problems using color pencils.
I eventually taught myself to
‘paint’ with pencils. The rich-
ness of Prismacolor pencils
allows me to capture any sub-
ject in the vivid colors of oils
without the sometimes messy
cleanup.”

Shorter began his art stud-
ies at The Toledo Museum of
Art at an early age and art
remained the focus of his for-
mal education.

He attended Libbey High
School and won numerous
state scholastic art awards
and then entered Bowling
Green State University as an
art major.

Life and work took the
aspiring artist in another di-
rection however. He became
a civil structural engineer and,
with a partner, formed a com-
pany – Morse and Shorter –
to continue in that field.

Most of Shorter’s daytime
gig involved, as he notes,
“working with my eyes.” So it
was fairly difficult to give his

Rob Shorter Is Back at Work on His Art
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

art the attention he thought it
required after days spent as-
sessing and competing
projects requiring such con-
centration of mind and eye.

Morse and Shorter gave
up the firm a year ago as both
partners went into retirement
and Shorter began to place
more emphasis on his avoca-
tion – his art. He had kept his
hand in art doing commis-
sioned pieces from time to

For 33 years, Gale
Stephens, Toledo native and
Scott High School graduate,
was a unit secretary at Toledo
Hospital. There she started
doing “little craft shows,” as
she describes them – home-
spun shows that the staff would
host in order to display the
collective talent of the employ-
ees.

Stephens’ contributions to
the shows – which started
about four years ago – were
paintings on wood. That art-
istry was part of the legacy of
a course she took at Scott years
ago from the estimable Ernie

Gale Stephens Discovers
Her True Calling
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Jones.
Stephens’ work drew the

admiration of her colleagues
who encouraged her to de-
velop her very obvious tal-
ents. So Stephens took up
painting – oils and acrylics – in
earnest. Three years later, now
retired, she has produced a
body of work that includes
about 45 to 50 paintings she
feels are worthy of display.
Stephens is a woman pos-
sessed. And she knows ex-
actly the feeling she is trying to
strike in those who view her
work.

“I am trying to make a per-

son who is viewing these paint-
ings say ‘wow,’” says
Stephens. “I design my paint-
ings [in order to] see the ex-
pression in another person’s
eyes.”

Lighthouses, rural scenes,
angels, roses, Obama …
Stephens has incorporated a
wide range to subject matter in
her work. And she’s only just
starting.

“I want to go out and travel
to different places and paint
scenery and portraits of differ-
ent people,” she says of her
plans for the future. “There’s a
big world out there beyond
Toledo.”

time but now he is free to let
his imagination roam.

Over the years, he has cre-
ated a number of such com-
missioned works of athletes.
Some of his recent drawings
include several works of Presi-
dent Obama and depictions
of equine athletes for 20 North
Gallery’s Derby Days Exhibit.

Shorter’s Obama and Ti-
ger Woods may be seen at
The Truth Gallery.
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Here’s some good news
indeed – you still have an
opportunity to catch a won-
derful local stage production
of one of Shakespeare’s com-
edies courtesy of Glacity The-
atre Collective.

The play opened two week-
ends ago and will play again
this upcoming weekend on
Friday and Saturday evening
and Sunday afternoon. Don’t
miss it.

Helen and Bertram, the two
young lovers in
Shakespeare’sAll’s Well That
Ends Well are certainly not
the typical love-struck duo
that inhabit most of the ro-
mantic comedies of
Shakespeare’s age.

For one thing, Bertram
does not particularly care for
Helen and spends most of the
play – all of the play, save the
last scene – running away
from the one for whom he
seems destined. That, of
course, is the twist that
Shakespeare himself added
to this ages-old love story.
He further distinguishes the
tale by having the girl play the
pursuer in this play and mak-
ing the boy the reluctant ob-
ject of her affections.

It works. Shakespeare al-
ways works, of course. And
this production really works;
that’s what we have come to
expect from Glacity Theatre
Collective.

At first glance, it may not
be quite so obvious that the
production is destined to be
as remarkable as it is.

The stage is a small circle
in the great outdoors, en-
closed by a brick ring, in an
amphitheatre at Maumee Val-

have been tapped by a
talent search firm to go to
New York for a round of
auditions this summer for
modeling ads, dance shows
and situation comedies.

Then, of course, there
was Gibson herself dancing
in solo to “He Decided to
Die,” thrilling the audience
with her powerful yet lyrical
evocation of the recital’s
central theme.

The annual recitals are a
testament not only to
Gibson’s talents and her
students’ eagerness to
learn over the years, but
also to those who assist
behind the scenes.

Shakespeare’s All’s Well That Ends Well Is Well Done
Indeed
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

ley Country Day School. The
backdrop is the natural
wooded setting. The stage
itself contains a small wooden
bench. In the distance, once
the music is turned off to
allow the play to start, we can
hear odd bits of the traffic
noise from Reynolds Av-
enue.

No matter. This wonder-
ful ensemble company of
actors makes the ambient
noise disappear and the di-
rector incorporates the out-
door setting into the action
in marvelous fashion.

Cornel Gabara is the di-
rector of this particular play
and the artistic director for
the company. He has done a
remarkable job not only with
the use of the space but also
with the pacing of the play. It
sings right along from scene

to scene, from stage to woods
to the amphitheatre slopes.
Gabara hasn’t just adapted
the play to his surroundings,

he has made the surround-
ings an integral part of the
action.

Gabara is also blessed by
being able to work with an
admirable group of actors in
the company’s first stab at
the Bard.

Gordon James as Bertram
and Nikki Soldner as Helena
strike just the right notes as
the pair of young lovers who
don’t spend a lot of time lov-
ing. They have only a few

scenes together and those
are comprised mainly of Hel-
ena chasing and Bertram run-
ning away – even to war to
avoid doing the bidding of
his king.

The king, indebted to Hel-
ena for curing his ailment has
– as she asked in payment –
ordered Bertram to marry the
lass.

In the end, of course, the
lovers are joined and every-
thing ends well … as one might
have anticipated.

Dave DeChristopher as
Parolles, Ben Pryor as the
clown/Mariana and Pam
Tomassetti as both the stew-
ard and the widow, provide
the comic relief. All three do
so in surpassing manner.

The rest of the performers
are equally impressive: Risa
Beth Cohen as the ever-
present Lafeu; Holly Monsos
as the Countess (Bertram’s
mother) and Kevin Hayes as
the King (as well as the Duke
and the Gentleman).

The company is a blend of
Equity actors –

DeChristopher and
Tomassetti, area stage veter-
ans such as Monsos, Pryor,
Hayes and Cohen and rela-
tive newcomers such as
James and Soldner. Soldner
is a recent University of To-
ledo Theatre and film gradu-
ate and James will graduate
later this year from the same
department.

This company of stars has
yet another one – a true new-
comer in Corinne Natyshak, a
senior at Notre Dame Acad-
emy who plays the part of
Diana, and more than holds
her own in this group of ac-
complished actors.

All’s Well that Ends Well
opened at Maumeee Valley
on Saturday, June 13. It will
continue this upcoming week-
end – Friday and Saturday at
7 p.m. and Sunday afternoon
at 2 p.m. Tickets are available
at the box office and the Sun-
day performance is a “pay
what you can” special.

For more information on
Glacity, go to the website at
www.glacity.org.

Gordon James

Positive Force
(Continued from Page 8)

Cynthia Tetterton Will-
iams is the executive director
of the team; Holly Neely is
president of the Parent Guild,
Ronda Proctor is the execu-
tive assistant of the execu-
tive board; Marjorie Rupert
is secretary of the Parent
Guild and Sandra Boyd is trea-
surer of the Parent Guild.

Collaborating with Gibson
on choreographic routines is
her daughter, Giselle (yes, of
course, the ballet instructor
named her daughter
“Giselle”) Hunt, a hip-hip
dance instructor.

That help has been so
obviously critical to the suc-
cess of Positive Force’s re-

citals because the details
are in place. For example,
the dancers’ costumes –
both in variety and style –
are spectacular additions
to the impact of the perfor-
mances.

If there is one flaw to the
annual event, it is the lim-
ited number of perfor-
mances. Only last year did
Positive Force expand from
one to two performances
and even that is hardly
enough as evidenced by
how quickly the tickets go
usually by just word of
mouth.

Brava, Gibson and com-
pany, brava, bravaissima.
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The Financial Design Group 
is proud to welcome

Kevin S. McQueen

to the FDG family

419.843.4737 ext. 119
 

Financial Design Group, 3230 Central Park West Suite 100, Toledo, OH 43617, is independently 
owned and operated, Securities offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc., Member 
FINRA/SIPC.     

T#58736
DOFU: 05/13/2009

Cornblenns and then the buddies would all head up north to the casino.
Willie just felt lucky that day for some reason. His spanking brand new $8,500 Rolex watch

had nothing to do with it.
     The three kids danced a jig and then asked their mom for monies to go to
Best Buy to buy I-pods and then tapes and X boxes at Target.
     Shauntae laughed at their antics and thought about going to that real cool Lexus

dealer for that gold-trimmed new model…the LS 620. It was da bomb! Then it was off to Lord
& Taylor for some real shopping for that $750.00 red alligator leather Curtelli shoulder bag.

     If one listened closely enough, I mean real quite like, in the background one could
faintly hear the sounds of  faraway parties in Ottawa Hills, Perrysburg. Maumee and
Sylvania with people toasting and laughing and drinking vintage champagne. Oh…it

was the good life!
Reparations.  What’s there not to like?
I be thinking. Is we ready for it?

Never Again
(Continued from Page 3)
be much different had it not had the unrestricted use of free labor

provided to a developing nation. “The institution of American Slavery was
the engine that allowed American capitalism to develop. That capital
development came at the pain of the transport of a kidnapped otherwise
free people, many of them children from various places in Africa.”

  A final barrier to reconciliation may involve dispelling the myth that
slavery and postslavery racism is unrelated to the current socioeconomic
status of African-Americans and “that past oppression is without conse-
quences in the present.” The usual tact has been to camouflage America’s
responsibility with a grandiloquent declamation of “personal responsibil-
ity” which essentially demands that the oppressed take responsibility for
problems created by their own oppression. Until it is truly understood by
the general public how the inequities that exist today came about, racial
discord will remain unresolved.

But even if America, in a sudden, miraculous epiphany moment “got it,”
the legacy of slavery, hate and racism would undoubtedly still linger in the
soul of black America. This is perhaps as it should be despite the
callousness that clamors for African-Americans to stop talking about it.

Randall Robinson, author of “The Debt: What America Owes to
Blacks,” sees the apology as a “confession” that should preclude repara-
tions as the next step. He states: “Much is owed, and it is very quantifiable.
It is owed as one would owe for any labor that one has not paid for and
until steps are taken in that direction, we have not accomplished a thing.”

That step is likely to be a long awaited one if it arrives at all. But by
commemorating and voicing our pain (as others do unashamedly and
without criticism) we solidify our resolve against all forms of genocide,
hate and racism. As with others, so also may we shout “NEVER AGAIN!”

Contact  Rev.  Dr.  Donald Perryman at
drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org

Reparations
(Continued from Page 3)

Fifth Third Bancorp
(NASDAQ: FITB), in con-
junction with the U.S. Trea-
sury, has announced that it
extended$6.2 billion in loans
in the month of April.

“Over the past several
months there has been a lot
of focus on increasing the
Bank’s already strong capi-
tal levels,” said Kevin T.
Kabat, chairman, president
and CEO of Fifth Third
Bancorp. “Having a strong
capital position is important
as it allows us to make loans
to qualified borrowers,

Fifth Third Bancorp
Extended $6.2 Billion in
Credit in April

something that we continued
to do in April.”

Here are some details of
Fifth Third’s lending activity
for the month:

 *April continued to be an
exceptional month for mort-
gage lending, driven by at-
tractive interest rates. Total
originations exceeded $2.2
billion, an increase of approxi-
mately $260 million compared
to strong March levels. This
was composed of $1.9 billion
of refinancing activity and
nearly $400 million of new
home purchases.

 * Overall consumer loan
demand for non-mortgage
consumer credit was down
slightly compared to March,
although April credit card
originations totaled $211 mil-
lion, an increase of $55 mil-
lion over last month.

In the first four months of
this year, Fifth Third Bank
has extended $24 billion in
credit to qualified borrowers.
For more information about
Fifth Third’s lending activi-
ties and mortgage assistance
programs visit our Web site.
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Health Connections 
Counseling Services

We assist individuals, couples and families to 
address the challenges life provides.

 Relationship Challenges  Trauma
 Anxiety/Panic  Addictions
 
No longer will you have to “go it alone” or 
settle for what has been traditionally available.

6600 Sylvania Ave, Suite 264
Sylvania, OH 43560
Phone 419.517.4088
www.healthconns.com

Ross Chaban, M.Ed
LPCC, LICDC, OCPS II

C & T Clothing
Visit Our Online Catalogue Today!

www.candtclothing.com

Big & Tall Men and Plus Size Women

ALL CHURCH MEMBERS!!!

Any purchase over $50.00, $5.00 of your purchase will go 
back to your church at the end of the month. Please 
provide your church name, address and phone number.

3342 Lagrange Street, Toledo, Ohio 43608
419.727.3956

St. Paul’s MBC Vacation Bible School
The annual St. Paul’s Missionary Baptist Church’s Vacation Bible School was a

rousing success brining in 87 youngsters for the week’s study, according to Pastor James
Willis.

Owens  to Host
Community Blood
Drive, June 30

 Area residents are encouraged to help in saving lives
as Owens Community College and the American Red Cross
host a community Blood Drive on Tuesday, June 30.

The Blood Drive will occur from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. in the
north court of the College’s Student Health and Activities
Center on the Toledo-area Campus. Owens’ Toledo-area
Campus is located on Oregon Road in Perrysburg Town-
ship.

Qualified donors must be at least 17 years of age, weigh
a minimum of 110 pounds and not have given blood within
56 days prior to their donation. In addition, individuals
should feel well the day of the Blood Drive, be in general
good health and have a picture ID (preferably a driver’s
license). The Blood Drive is open to Owens employees and
students, as well as area residents. Walk-ins are welcome.

The American Red Cross Western Lake Erie Region,
which comprises Northwest Ohio and Southeast Michi-
gan, needs to collect approximately 85,000 pints of blood
each day to serve patients in 23 area hospitals. Donors will
be provided snacks and drinks before and after their
donation. For more information, call (567) 661-7295 or 1-
800-GO-OWENS, Ext. 7295. Interested parties are encour-
aged to make an appointment by registering on the website
at www.givelife.org and entering the sponsor code
OWENSCCPERRYSBURG.

Rev. Cedric Brock, pastor of Mt. Nebo MBC celebrated his 16th pastoral anniversary
on Sunday June 14 with First Lady Debra and daughter Kiki. Joining the Brocks to preach
this Sunday, June 28 at the 11:30 a.m. service will be Walter Hawkins who is in town at
the Love and Fellowship Conference.

Ward Calls For Fire
Safety Plan

 It is a tragedy when
anyone loses their home,
lifelong memories, and are
displaced due to a fire. It is
a tragedy whenever some-
one is injured or loss of life
occurs. A fire is a public
safety issue that puts many
people at risk; a family,
neighbors, and the fire de-
partment. Ward asserts,
“Now is not the time to
point fingers or put the
blame on each other. Now
is not the time for any can-
didate, whether it be a can-
didate in the mayoral or
council race to do that. The
reality is that whenever a
fire occurs, regardless of
whose house it is...or where
it is; it has the potential to
take a life. Rather than take
shots at each other let’s
revisit the current fire pre-
vention plans, and where it
may be flawed...let’s take
immediate action to fix it.”

According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation in 2007, there
were an estimated 399,000
reported home structure
fires and 2,865 associated
civilian deaths in the United
States. Fire can spread rap-
idly through your home,
leaving you as little as two
minutes to escape safely
once the alarm sounds.
Your ability to get out de-
pends on advance warning
from smoke alarms, and
advance planning – a home
fire escape plan that every-
one in your family is famil-
iar with and has practiced.

The Harris Interactive
Survey conducted in 2004
for the National Fire Pro-
tection Association reports

STATEMENT BY COUNCIL
CANDIDATE STEPHEN WARD

that only one-fifth to one-
fourth of households (23
percent) have actually de-
veloped and practiced a
home fire escape plan to
ensure they could escape
quickly and safely. One-
third of American house-
holds who made an esti-
mate thought they would
have at least 6 minutes be-

fore a fire in their home
would become life-threat-
ening.

The time available is of-
ten less. And only eight
percent said their first
thought on hearing a smoke
alarm would be to get out!
Ward states, “Considering
that  a  f ire can spread
through a home in as little
as two minutes, every sec-
ond counts to save your
life. The Toledo Fire De-
partment is trained exten-
sively, but sometimes time
is not on their side. Every-
one must work together and
do their part to ensure no
loss of life.

Material possessions
may be able to be replaced,
a life cannot. When the fire
department arrives at a fire
they must quickly deter-
mine the best method to put
it out, and the quickest and
safest method to rescue
any victims. They need to

know how much water is
available to them from the
closest hydrant. They need
to know the water pressure
in each hydrant. They need
to know if there is anyone
inside the burning
home...this is a lot to sur-
vey in such a small two
minute period.”

Ward asserts, “To as-
sist the Toledo Fire Depart-
ment and to help minimize
loss of life and total loss of
a home, we must revisit a
few key elements to fire
prevention and safety. If
your house is on fire, you
want the security of know-
ing that the fire hydrant is
going to work. I recommend
that the city of Toledo pub-
l ic  ut i l i ty  workers ,
firefighters and the water
division work in collabora-
tion to check the hydrants
yearly,  and overgrown
bushes around the hy-
drants be cut allowing a
three-foot clearance around
them. This maintenance
check could be conducted
in intervals, and residents
notified of when the hy-
drants would be checked in
their area. In addition, I pro-
pose that the city of Toledo
consider painting the the

fire hydrant tops and caps
using a standardized color
code. This would provide a
way to identify how the hy-
drant should perform, and
would easily identify prob-
lem areas in advance of a
fire. I encourage the citi-
zens of Toledo to develop a
fire escape plan and check
your smoke detectors to
make sure they are operat-
ing properly. Lastly, please
remember the two minute
window and get you and
your loved ones out imme-
diately; it may save lives!”

Stephen Ward is the To-
ledo City Council Candidate
who wants to: Regenerate
our safety and security; Re-
suscitate our economy,
schools, and neighbor-
hoods; and Reclaim Toledo
for all people. Ward is the
candidate who believes in
taking action to solve the
problems and issues that
exists, instead of playing
the game of politics. He be-
lieves in taking a Servant
Leadership approach to
government, because gov-
ernment solely exists to
serve its people.
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Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

2811 Inwood - $89,000
Need a lot of space? Here’s over 2300 
sq. ft/5 bdrms; 2 baths waiting for your 
repairs/cosmetic upgrades to restore it to 
its natural beauty. Possible short sale.

Call Rickie for an appointment (419.494.6972) 

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

REDUCED!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

909 Blum $7,000

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

REDUCED!

$69,900

2428 Lawton
$29,900

2 Full baths, central air, updated kitchen, 
newer cabinets, block windows in 
basement, garage w/carport

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $50,000
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

2409 Lawton - $30,000
Great for a 1st time home buyer or inves-
tor. Large LR/DR with 3 bdrms. Add your 
cosmetic repairs to bring out the natural 
character of this home.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $155,800
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 
baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma 419.297.2301 today for a showing.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1027 W. Woodruff
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bathrooms 

 Kitchen Appliances Central Air 
Basement 2-Car Garage

Down Payment Assistant Available For 
Eligible And More!!

JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Emory 

NO MORE STAIRS!!!
1500 Roosevelt Avenue

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     All Brick, 1 story 3 beds with 
                     1.5 Bath with Hugh Kitchen, 2 car
                                GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH  43560
419.460.1343

Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

Call

Video, and Photography

Grace Edwards            

Broker/Licensed in Ohio & Michigan

BUS (419) 693-0591
FAX (419) 726-5650
RES (419) 729-9494 
www.disalle-realestate.com
3623 NAVARRE AVE.
OREGON, OH 43616 the home team!

THE REAL PROS!
    

G. Fab
Custom Clothing & Graphic Design

Graphic Design Layouts for:

*Business Cards

*Brochures

* Invitations

*Flyers

*Obituaries

Custom Printed:

*T Shirts

*Hoodies

* Hats

*Jackets

*Jeansc
Special rates for Churches and Non-Profit Organizations

Contact Jason

at
419.467.4320

or
gfab@buckeye-
express.com

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Plumbing, Gas Lines, Electrical - NEW! Furnaces 
Installed and Serviced - No job too big or too 

small For good quality service at an excellent price! 
FREE ESTIMATES * Fully Insured

Contact ERIC at (419) 480-7096 Please leave message!

Black MarketPlace
                                  909 Blum $7,000

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

Please call 
Bessie 419.260.0215 

2525 Kimberly Drive
$165,900

Lovely 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 Bath, 

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

516 Mettler $54,900
A MUST SEE Beautiful Brick ranch, 1g 
livingroom, 3 bdrms with lg walk in closets, 
2 full baths, lg eat-in kitchen with walk-in 
pantry

2-3-4 Bedroom HOUSES FOR SALE
1303 Grand * 1044 Lincoln * 234 Maumee * 851 Oakwood

* 1027 W. Woodruff Down payment and closing cost assis-
tance available for income eligible. Lease-Purchase option
available. Call Toledo Community Development Corporation at
(419) 255-7500 or Julia Bryant, Key Realty at (419) 320-0909.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1303 Grand Avenue
2 Bedrooms ~1 Bathroom~ Walk In Closets

~Central Air Full Basement~ A MUST SEE
Down Payment Assistance Available for Income

Eligible Applicants Call Toledo Community Develop-
ment Corporation   419-255-7500 And more!!

ANAR Accounting Services
Rana Daniels, ATP - Tax Accountant
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Individual Taxes, Corporate Taxes, 

Financial Planning and Administrative Services 
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services, 

Call Now to Set up an appointment 419.727.1501
www.anaracct.com 

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $39,900
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

FIRST HOME OR INVESTMENT!
1749 MACOMBER - $29,900

Three Bd and One Bath, Living Rm w/Decorative 
Fireplace, Kitchen W/Breakfast Nook, Newer Furnace, Roof 
and Hot Water Tank, Well Maintained, Move-In Condition

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

Call DeLise Simmons - 419.514.0461

125 W. Delaware - $39,900
Old West End Area! 

3 beds, 2 full baths with double lot.
Totally remodeled!!

Grant Money Available!!

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
  A black farmer takes his sons to see a silent horror film showing 
at a new theater Halloween night in 1930, in central Texas. Nearly 
500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a 
vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son, 
Lijah, who consoles himself with his father's assurance that in the 
film, “they just be killing white folks”. Download at 
lulu.com/content/5743710 for only $5.00

NEW PRICE!!    PERFECT STARTER
IN MOVE-IN CONDITION!! 1818 MACOMBER

2 bds, living rm, dining rm w/hardwood floors. All new 
windows. Newer roof, furnace, and hot water tank. C/A, 
Security System & Patio in rear yard. Appliances stay

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
  Cell 419.350.7514

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

4522 Oak Creek $84,500
3 BDRM brick/vinyl ranch home 2.5 baths 
and Master Suite. Large LR/DR with up-
dated kitchen. 2.5 car attached garage and 
inground pool. Subject to lender approval.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $148,500 
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 

baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma today for a showing. 419.297.2301

Emory

Homes For Sale! ! ! ! 
Grant Money & Tax Credit Funds Available!

1347 Craigwood, West Tol, $99,999, 3 beds, 2 Car
1127 Fernwood, Central Tol, $24,999, 3 beds, 2 
Car, Owner/Agent

Whittington Group Realty
Emory Whittington, III     419.392.5428

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big 
profits from your “small” investment only to find out when 
your package comes you have to invest more money to 
make the “big” profits? Stop the madness! Earn $100 in a 
week using your email or cell phone contacts. It’s easy, 
almost free ($10 investment), no sales experience is 
required and there are no hidden costs. 
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com

SOLD

Trevor Casey was choked
into unconsciousness and
beaten by two Toledo Police
Officers on May 15, 2009. A
legal defense fund has been
set up for Trevor Casey to help
pay for legal counsel. Iy you
would like to make a contribu-
tion to this fund, please make
checks payable to:

Trevor Casey Legal De-
fense Fund and drop of at any
National City Bank

Thank you,
The Casey Family

Trevor Casey Legal Defense
Fund

The YMCA and JCC of Greater Toledo is sponsoring a free food service program for
children under the age of 18 this summer, under the Ohio Department of Education,
USDA Food Service Program for Children.  The program will be held at the Wayman
Palmer Community YMCA, 2053 N. 14th Street, and through a collaborative effort, with
the Sofia Quintero Art and Cultural Center at 1225 Broadway Street.

The Wayman Palmer Community YMCA will offer breakfast from 8:00 – 9:00 am and
lunch from noon – 1:30 pm.

The Sofia Quintero Art and Cultural Center will offer lunch from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm.
The free food program meals will meet the state nutritional guidelines and be served

weekdays June 8 through August 21 to any child under the age of 18.  Children under
the age of 12 should be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

For more information, contact YMCA/JCC Food Program Administrator Lori Thomp-
son at  419-474-3995.

Wayman Palmer Community YMCA
Offers Free Breakfast and Lunch to
Youth
Special to The Truth



The University of Toledo

PCN: 998015, Senior Financial Analyst,
General Accounting

The Sr. Financial Analyst contributes to the fulfill-
ment of the university’s mission and vision by monitor-
ing activity in the general ledger; completing various
month-end and year-end duties and functioning as a
power user for the financial systems. Working in
conjunction with other University Departments col-
lects operational data, reconciles transactions, inter-
prets data and prepares reports; provides financial
system functional support, supporting the Controller’s
team with accounting related projects.

The successful candidate will posses a Bachelor’s
degree in Accounting or other related field; 2 years of
financial related experience required; CPA or Master’s
Accounting or other related field preferred; Higher
Education experience a plus.

To apply, submit a cover letter (include position
title and job), a resume, as well as three professional
references to: The University of Toledo, Human Re-
sources Department, Toledo, Ohio 43606-3390; Fax
(419) 530-1490; or email recruit@utoledo.edu, which
is preferred.  Use only one method of application.
Resumes must be received by June 26, 2009.

The University of Toledo is an Equal Access,
Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer
and Educator.

Attention All Vendors
Join us for this year’s 5th Annual African

American Festival To be held
Saturday, July 11 – Sunday, July 12, 2009

At The University of Toledo’s Scott Park
Campus

Contact Suzette Cowell at 419.255.8876 for
more information

Call TODAY - Space is limited!!

ATTENTION ALL MOMS!!!
Are you between the ages of 18-40 and feel that

you are HOT?
Looking for beautiful, physically fit and fabulous

moms for an equally fashionable project. Call
419.870.8757 for details or an audition if you or
someone you know fits this profile.

Scott Class of ’69 40th Reunion
Friday and Saturday, July 24-25, 2009
Ramada Hotel
3536 Secor Rd
Contact Evelyn Wilson (419-246-9568) or Mary

Larkett (419-536-9544)

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
Now Accepting Applications
1 AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and

Older or Mobility Impaired. Rent Based on Income.
Heat, Appliances, Drapes and Carpeting Included.
Call Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

Wanted Barbers & Beauticians
Kings & Queens Salon

For booth rental
Call Ed Phillips at 419-290-4953

New owners!!

Boy Scouts of America
Paraprofessional

Erie Shores Council is seeking Paraprofessionals
for leadership positions in Cub and Boy Scouts.
Previous Scouting experience preferred.

Resumes to:
Fax 419/241-6769 / erieshores@bsamail.org

ESC, Scoutreach Division
PO Box 337

Toledo OH, 43604
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AOD THERAPIST I
Opportunity is available for experienced AOD

Therapist to work in Child and Adolescent Services
providing individual, family and group counseling,
case management and prevention services.

Candidate must possess a Bachelor’s degree, a
minimum of six months experience working with
children and adolescents with chemical dependency
issues and be at minimum a CDCA.  Dual licensure
as either a PC or LSW and prevention certification
preferred.

Send resume with salary requirements to:

Human Resources - AODI
1425 Starr Avenue
Toledo, OH   43605
Fax 419.936.7574

Email:  hr@unisonbhg.org
EOE

AOD THERAPIST II
Opportunities are available for experienced AOD

Therapists to work in both Adult or Child and Adoles-
cent Services providing individual, family and group
counseling, case management and prevention ser-
vices

Candidate must possess a Master’s degree, a
minimum of two years experience working with chil-
dren and adolescents with chemical dependency
issues and one of the following Ohio licenses – LSW,
LISW, PC, PCC, LCDC III or LICDC.  Dual licensure
and prevention certification preferred.

Send resume with salary requirements to:

Human Resources - AODII
1425 Starr Avenue
Toledo, OH   43605
Fax 419.936.7574

Email:  hr@unisonbhg.org
EOE

CLINICAL THERAPIST/DIAGNOSTIC
ASSESSOR

Clinical Therapist/Diagnostic Assessor needed
to complete diagnostic assessments and provide
group and individual therapy to adults and children.

Qualified candidates must have strong clinical
skills including the ability to make clinical decisions,
knowledge of therapeutic principles and practices,
thorough knowledge of DSM-IV and strong group
process skills.  Masters degree and Ohio license
required.  LPCC or LISW preferred.

Send resume or apply to:

Human Resources Director - CTDA
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.

1425 Starr Avenue
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax 419.936.7574

Email: hr@unisonbhg.org
EOE

Independent Housing Facility
Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a subsidized inde-

pendent housing facility for those 62 or older. We are
located in a beautiful, quiet residential setting in
Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one bedroom garden
apartments with private patios, indoor
mailboxes, reserved parking and bus-
ing to local grocery stores. Applica-
tions are now being accepted.

Call 419-872-3510 or 419-874-4371

BENEFITS & OPPORTUNITIES
IN THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD

Ages 17-37
Looking for
potential
AIRMEN/

OFFICERS
For pre-

qualifications,
call or email

Msgt.
NOVARRO

GIBSON, (Ret.)
USAF
419 464-
2361

Place your classified ad in
The Sojourner’s Truth

Call Pam at
419-243-0007

Classifieds are posted online at
www.thetruthtoledo.com

Classifieds are also posted online at
www.thetruthtoledo.com

Two Day Art Workshop
Now forming at the Truth Art Gallery
Cost is $35 per person
Call Ramon Tiggs @ 419-460-1343 for details

Need a tutor?
Professional, in-home tutoring offered

in math, science, Spanish and more!
Pre-K thru college. Call 419-708-0447 or

visit www.tutoringinyourhome.com

novarro.1@netzero.com
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Notice to Bidders:
Inquiry # FY09-140, (Project # 5004-09-1472) for University Medical Center 6A

Med/Surg Renovations for the University of Toledo Health Science Campus. Sealed
bids for this project must be clearly marked with the project number on all inner and
outer envelopes and/or shipping containers.  Bids must be addressed and delivered
to the University of Toledo, Main Campus, Facilities and Construction, Plant
Operations Room 1100, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 before
2:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 15, 2009. Bids will be publicly opened that same day
at 2:05 p.m. in the Plant Operations Building, Room 1000. Copies of Plans,
Specifications, and Bid Forms may be obtained from Becker Impressions, 4646
Angola Road, Toledo, Ohio 43615. Call 419-385-5303 for an appointment to pick
up bid package. A cost of $45.00 will be charged per set. Any further information
may be obtained from Julie Cavese of Meyer + Bates Associates at 419-873-8450.
One Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Wednesday, July 8, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. in
the Health Education Building, Room 227 at the University of Toledo, Health
Science Campus, 3000 Arlington Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43614.   Total Bid Guaranty
and Contract Bond are required per section 153.54 of the Ohio Revised Code.
EDGE Participation Goal: 5%. Project Estimate: $495,000.00; Breakdown: Gen-
eral Const: $265,000.00; Plumbing & Fire Protection: $88,000.00; HVAC:
$17,000.00; & Electrical: $125,000.00.

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY09-138,
(Project # 5004-09-1462) for the University Medical Center Third (3rd) Floor

Demolition for the University of Toledo Health Science Campus. Sealed bids for this
project must be clearly marked with the project number on all inner and outer
envelopes and/or shipping containers.  Bids must be addressed and delivered to
the University of Toledo, Main Campus, Facilities and Construction, Plant Opera-
tions Room 1100, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 before 3:00
p.m., Wednesday, July 8, 2009. Bids will be publicly opened that same day at 3:05
p.m. in the Plant Operations Building, Room 1000. Copies of Plans, Specifications,
and Bid Forms may be obtained from City Blueprint of Toledo, 2010 Madison
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43024. Call 419-243-4881 for an appointment to pick up bid
package. A cost of $55.00 will be charged per set. Any further information may be
obtained from Ron Herzog of Harley Ellis Devereaux at 248-262-1500. One Pre-Bid
Conference will be held on Wednesday, July 1, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Dowling Hall,
Room 2315 at the University of Toledo, Health Science Campus, 3000 Arlington
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43614.   Total Bid Guaranty and Contract Bond are required
per section 153.54 of the Ohio Revised Code. EDGE Participation Goal: 5%.
Project Estimate: $182,576.00; Breakdown: General Const: $182,576.00

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT I

The Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA), located in Toledo, Ohio, is
seeking a high-energy, entrepreneurial, and dedicated professional for the position
of Senior Accountant I.  This position supervises designated junior level Authority
accounting personnel; oversees accounting and reconciliation activities and
monthly financial reporting for designated programs and accounts; takes leader-
ship role in development and refinement of ongoing accounting computerized
systems and processes.  Bachelor's degree in accounting or finance required.
Master’s Degree, CPA and audit experience preferred. Minimum of five (5) years
experience with general ledgers, account analysis/reconciliations, budgets and
financial reporting.  Fund, real estate management/development, or non-profit
accounting experience preferred.  Minimum of two (2) years experience with
complex general ledger systems in large organizations.  Minimum of two (2) years
supervisory experience.  Annual salary $52,000 - $56,000.  We do background
checks and this position is subject to drug and alcohol testing.  Preference will be
given to LMHA public housing or Section 8 residents who identify themselves as
such on their submittal.  Send resume and cover letter specifying the position for
which you are applying to LMHA, P.O. Box 477, Toledo, OH 43697-0477.  ATTN:
Eleanor L. Gore.    All materials submitted must be received at LMHA by 5:00 p.m.
on Monday, July 6, 2009.

NO PHONE CALLS

Visit our web site www.LucasMHA.org or call our
job line: (419) 259-9537 for a complete listing of
employment opportunities.  Equal employment op-
portunity shall be afforded to all qualified persons
without regard to age, race, color, religion, creed,
sex, military status, ancestry, disability or national origin.

INTERESTED BIDDERS:
TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS – NEW MARSHALL ELEMEN-

TARY SCHOOL TEMPORARY PARKING LOT
Sealed bids will be accepted by the Board of Education of the Toledo Public

School District until 1:00 p.m. on July 8th, 2009, at the Toledo Public Schools
Treasurers’ Room 3, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio 43608, for all labor
material and supervision necessary for the New Marshall Elementary School
Temporary Parking Lot, as more fully described in the drawings and specifications
for the project prepared by Vetter Design Group, Inc., and will be opened publicly
and read immediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the project may be examined at the F.W. Dodge plan rooms
in Columbus, Builders Exchange in Toledo, University of Toledo – Capacity
Building, E.O.P.A. – Hamilton Building, Northwest Ohio Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, and The Plan Room in Ann Arbor, Construction Association of
Michigan, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce and Ohio Construction News.

Bidders may obtain copies of the documents starting June 24, 2009, which
can be purchased from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Rd, Toledo, OH
43615 Tel: 419-385-5303.  Drawings may be obtained on CD-Rom for no cost
with the purchase of the specifications.

A MANDATORY PREBID CONFERENCE is scheduled for July 2, 2009, at 9
a.m. at Toledo Public Schools’ Board Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio
43608

If you have any questions, or if you need additional information, please direct all
questions in writing to Kimakus.Johnson@lgb-llc.com, fax (877) 281-0784 or by
phone at (419) 776-5600.

Bid Item No. 1 Temporary Parking Lot             $ 50,000.00
            Total Estimate: $ 50,000.00

INTERESTED BIDDERS:
TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS – NEW OTTAWA RIVER EL-
EMENTARY SCHOOL BUS DROP OFF – SIDEWALKS BID

PACKAGE
Sealed bids will be accepted by the Board of Education of the Toledo Public

School District until 1:00 p.m. on July 8th, 2009, at the Toledo Public Schools
Treasurers’ Room 3, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio 43608, for all labor
material and supervision necessary for the New Ottawa River Elementary School
Bus Drop Off - Sidewalks, as more fully described in the drawings and specifica-
tions for the project prepared by Duket Porter Associates and will be opened
publicly and read immediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the project may be examined at the F.W. Dodge plan rooms
in Columbus, Builders Exchange in Toledo, University of Toledo – Capacity
Building, E.O.P.A. – Hamilton Building, Northwest Ohio Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, and The Plan Room in Ann Arbor, Construction Association of
Michigan, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce and Ohio Construction News.

Bidders may obtain copies of the documents starting June 24, 2009, which
can be purchased from Toledo Blue Print, 6964 McNerney, Northwood, OH,
43619 phone: (419) 661-9841.  Drawings may be obtained on CD-Rom for no
cost with the purchase of the specifications.

A MANDATORY PREBID CONFERENCE is scheduled for July 2, 2009, at 9
a.m. at Toledo Public Schools’ Board Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio
43608

If you have any questions, or if you need additional information, please direct all
questions in writing to Kimakus.Johnson@lgb-llc.com, fax (877) 281-0784 or by
phone at (419) 776-5600.

Bid Item No. 1 Bus Drop Off - Sidewalks $ 34,937.00
            Total Estimate: $ 34,937.00

Art Teachers
Dundee Community Schools, Dundee, Michi-

gan has openings for two (2) K-12 Art Teachers.
Candidates should submit a letter of interest, re-
sume, three letters of recommendation, copy of
transcripts and a completed Dundee Community
Schools’ application for teaching position (found at
www.dundeecommunityschools.org) to Jeff La Roux,
Principal, Dundee Middle School, 420 Ypsilanti Street,
Dundee, MI 48131. Deadline for application 07/06/09
at 12:00 p.m.

Early Elementary Teacher
Dundee Community Schools, Dundee, Michi-

gan has an opening for an Early Elementary Teacher.
Candidates should submit a letter of interest, resume
with professional references, and a completed Dundee
Community Schools’ application for teaching posi-
tion (found at www.dundeecommunityschools.org) to
Maury Geiger, Principal, Dundee Elementary School,
420 Ypsilanti Street, Dundee, MI 48131,

 Deadline for application 07/06/09 at 12:00 p.m.

Dundee High School
Varsity Volleyball Coach

Preferred experience but not necessary.   Appli-
cants should have deep knowledge of volleyball rules,
skills and able to teach the proper techniques. Must
be familiar with MHSAA rules and regulations. There
are some teaching openings at this time.

Contact: Ryan Irwin, Athletic Director at 734-529-
7008 ext 3707 or e-mail rirwin@dundee.k12.mi.us

High School Science Teacher
Dundee Community Schools, Dundee, Michi-

gan has an opening for a High School Chemistry/
Anatomy Physiology Teacher.   Candidates should
submit a letter of interest, resume, letters of recom-
mendation, proof of certification and  a completed
Dundee Community Schools’ application for teaching
position (found at www.dundeecommunityschools.org)
to Bryan Schroeder, Principal, Dundee High School,
130 Viking Drive, Dundee, MI 48131,

 Deadline for application 07/03/09.

SPACE
AVAILABLE

For rent for day
care center or for
church services.

Contact
419-283-7708

or
419-297-3591
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Vernice Blanchard
and Selena Flunder met
in elementary school and
then attended Scott High
School together.

Deborah Pierce also
attended Scott High
School with Blanchard
and Flunder.

Jarvetta Barnes and
Blanchard attended The
University of Toledo to-
gether.

And along with those
youthful connections, the
women had at least two
other items in common
– they were all born in
the same year; they were
all born in the month of
May.

So when their 50th

came along, why not cel-
ebrate it together and
why not celebrate it in
style?

So off they went to

Fabulous Foursome Turn 50 in Style
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

the Detroit Princess
Riverboat, along with
375 of their friends and
combined families, for a

May 30 all-white party.
“We wanted some-

thing different,” said
Barnes whom the others

call their CEO. “We
wanted a different ex-
perience for our guests.”

Some of those guests

came from as far away
as Georgia and Missis-
sippi for the Fab Four’s
festive occasion.

They dined on a buf-
fet supper and danced
the evening away to the
old and new school ren-
derings.

“Everyone looked
stunning,” said
Blanchard and Barnes.
“It was an evening to
remember.”

The foursome
thanked their families for
being so patient during

the planning of and
preparation for the
event. It was their main
focus for many months,
but they feel it was well
worth it – for them and
their guests.

This was not the first
time the ladies held a
joint celebration. They
did so when they turned
30 and, God willing,
said Flunder and Pierce,
they plan to do so again
when they turn 60. So
be ready for the Four
Sexy Sixty Sistas Party!


