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Do You Celebrate June as Black Music Month?

By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

My mother is a dance in-
structor, my father a percus-
sionist/drummer.

My childhood in the 80s/
90s left me with many memo-
ries of June as a busy month.
Our family’s African dance
troupe, Creative Impulse,
would constantly have per-
formances around the area
especially during the so-
called

Black Music Month.

Having my own label
years later, my singers would
perform at some of these
events and Toledo would
actually feel alive with cel-
ebrations of rhythm and
sound catered to African-
American traditions of soul,
funk, jazzand R&B (occasion-
ally some hip-hop).

But what is black music?

Doesitreally need its own
month? Are black people
even the ones appreciating
‘black’ music? Is it another
undeserved moment of spe-
cial recognition?

Oh, don’t get it twisted....
I encounter black and white
people onaroutine basis who
feel that NOW since we have
ablack president (notto men-
tion Oprah) that we no longer
have a need to address our
ownidentity inanation where
our identity has never been
rightfully acknowledged.

But if we are going to re-
ceive recognition for our
music, what should we do
with it?

WHYISBLACKMUSIC
IMPORTANT?

Well, those hundreds of
years bringing Africans to
this country and forcing them
to the crushing degradation
of slavery created two Ameri-
cas.

Which is why there’s a
national anthem (which I
rarely recite) and also a Black
National Anthem — not to
celebrate division, but to ac-
knowledge we were brought
here divided from all that this
country was supposed to be.

When black slaves were
forced to adopt their masters’
religious views, we carried
over that “call & response”
from ournative land and made
itabackbone of our new spiri-
tual ritual in the beginning of
the black church.

The black church gave
birth to much of the music
you hear today.

FromNegro spirituals and
hymns to the chord structure
and slow tempos of blues
musictorocknroll (hopeI’'m
notmovingtoo fast, if you’re
still reading I assume you
know most of this).

Jazz music escapes exact
textbook definition but one
thing for certain, it’s original
and native to this country
and it has our fingerprints all
overit.

Without black music,
there would be no Rolling
Stones, The Beatles or Elvis
Presley. Without black mu-
sic, the sad stories of country
music would never have been
popular enough to become a
genre. Rock wouldhavenever
evolved and all of the politi-
cal stances from artists like
Johnny Cash to Public En-
emy wouldn’t have been as
useful in the medium of popu-
larmusic.

Personally, since I suck at
drawing, music has been my
expressionsince, well ... con-
sidering my parents, since
before I was born.

Music itself takes every-

thing inside, and illustrates it
for the world to hear. Your
day, yourlife, your problems,
your pain, your joy, your is-
sues, your desires. Whatever
is in you, music is the most
compelling art form to get it
out and appreciated by the
masses.

DO WE APPRECIATE
BLACKMUSIC?

Black teenagers dress like
80’s punk rockers and white
singers like Adam Levine,
Joss  Stone, Natasha
Beddingfield and even our
ownMama Sox regularly sing
with more passion and soul
than many black singers.

As B.L.G. said, “Things
Done Changed”

Yet, the topsy-turvy times
in which we live are full of
possibility, the problemis that
young black people are THE
LAST onesto truly study and
appreciate music and black
music.

Let me tell you how bad it
really is.

Earlier thisdecade Iwona
few poetry contests with a
poem containing this line:
“the essence of ebony is the
source of the vibe.”

It was a play on words
alluding to the fact that we
areincontrol of ourownmedia
(in a way) and it’s our music
and influence that is ruling
the cultural landscape.

But even since the days I
wrote that there has been a
decline in how many black
youth engage in the discus-
sions on topics in Vibe, XXL
and The Source. OUR OWN
MUSIC and culture pre-
sented to us on a regular ba-
sis.

Inthe 90s, I and other teen-
agers loved discussing our
music.

We loved debating: 112
vs.Jagged Edge, Boyz1I Men
vs. Jodeci, Brandi vs. Monica
and of course as Jay Z said
“...and argue all day, whose
the bestemcee: Biggie, Jay Z
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or Nas.”

We were having discus-
sions about our music. Now
we are all too busy trying to
be the next one on the cover
of XXL that we don’t have
time to invest in digesting the
music being made by those
already on the cover.

The microwave culture of
Americahas made everything
disposable, and with hip-hop
at the forefront of black mu-
sic for as long as I’ve been
alive... if hip-hop eats itself
alive we won’t have anyone
to blame but us.

WHAT’SNEXT?

Toledo hates when I men-
tion my own music company
inmy articlebutit’s my point
of view from the ground floor
so ... hey.

Today, I was working on
vocally developing one of my
R&B/soul artists.

T had her sing classic soul
songs and some recent clas-
sics.

We teach all of our artists
totreateach lyric written, and
each word rapped or melody
sung as if it’s going into the
ear of a listener intent on get-
ting quality.

Iknowit’snotjust U.G.E.,
1 see many other music com-
panies/artists in the T really
trying to offer meaningful
music to their audiences.

But forall the effort we put
into respecting our audience
enough to give them thereal,
whatdo we do when they still
just want another song about
popping champagne and
riding 28-inch rims to the
club?

Is it music appreciation
when a 14-year-old hears a
rapper spitabout Evisu Jeans
(which costs upwards of
$500) and now the nextrhyme
he spits eschews the same
sentiment? NO, that’s not
appreciation.

Tobehonestwithyou, I’d
say 70 percent of the people
1 encounter making music
aren’t concerned with offer-
ing any fulfilling expression
to improve the art form.

And you don’t have to be
the next Raheem Devaughn
or India Arie to better the art
form. Hell, Fabolous is not
deep. Buthis intellectand wit
on topics that people DO re-
latetoaresstill justas valuable
as Mos Def & Talib Kweli’s
track “History” on Mos new
album.

It’s about balance. We
can’tappreciate adamn thing
when we are all rushing
through the door trying to be
the next one on stage.

And there won’t be any
appreciating going on if...

Wait.

Look. Can I be super real
right now? This is coming
fromme as amusic makerand
music lover. Like my dude
Waymon/Italaz  says...
TRUTHTALK righthere: We
aren’t appreciating music.
Weare TOLERATING music
in2010.

Why do you think most
people get their music from
youtube these days?

Because all that old stuff
we loved is still there and it
saves us from the radio. Ad-
mitit, youare shocked as hell
if you hear three good songs

in a row these days. At the
club or on the radio, you be
like “okay!!,yea!!”.

You can hate me if you
want, butl willsay that U.G.E.
is ourmusic company and we
are desperately trying to re-
store that balance. Trying to
bring quality musicinall forms
back to the listeners.

We stand in alliance with
peoplelikeltalaz, S.S.T.R.E.S.,
Soulbeat, Hustle Hand, Be
Original Boys, Huntor Prey,
Great Lakes, 4" Coast, p360,
Glassfam, Embrace Ent, Pos
Mov and many, many, many
other Toledo based move-
ments who are all good at
what they do (can’t name
everyone).

Because local or global,
from LeAnn Rimes to Busta
Rhymes... I appreciate mu-
sic. This art form is how I
want to put food on the table,
and this expression is how
weall putour souls at ease. ..
if we appreciate each other
more, we will appreciate mu-
sic including black music.
Andifwe listen, justlisten. ..
1 think we can make our an-
cestors proud.

Facebook search or email:
glasscitytruth@yahoo.com

Celebrate with us, Friday
June 18 Club Eclipse!

And get ready for BASH
ATTHEBAY2010!!

Oh yeah ... The Listening
Open Mic Nite, every Satur-
day 9pm-1130 — Truth Art
Gallery 1811 Adams

(taking donations to ben-
efit the gallery)
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<TLY s HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
o 4 SECTION 8 WELCOME!!
=  Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate
2 OR call 419.536.7377
Email: propertymanagement@ whittgrouprealty.com

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.

1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607
419.255.7682

A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS
START WITH TRUST

Houses For Rent
Everything New: Paint, Carpet,
Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management
419-244-8566.
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Salon Needs Techs
New! South Toledo Nail Salon is seeking the
following: Esthetician and Nail Technician.
Booth rent $50.00 per week to start, commission
possible. Forinformation call Roxy at (419) 380-9528.

Attention All Vendors
Join us for this year’s 6th Annual African
American Festival To be held
Saturday, July 10 — Sunday, July 11, 2009
At The University of Toledo’s Scott Park
Campus
Contact Suzette Cowell at 419.255.8876 for
moreinformation
Call TODAY - Space is limited!!

ARA

rERTENAL
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LMHA

INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority is
seeking bids from qualified contractors to furnish all
labor, materials, and equipment for the following two
(2) projects.

Job/Location Job Number Walk-Thru
Date Bid Opening Date

Roof Replacement at 201 Belmont 210073
June 14,2010 @ 10:00am June 23, 2010 @
11:00am

Roof Replacement at Parqwood Apts.

210072 June 14,2010 @ 11:00am
June 22,2010 @ 11:00am

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in
the 2" Floor Conference Room on the dates shown
above, in the Modernization Department, at 201
Belmont Street. Contract documents and technical
specifications/drawings will be available from the
Modernization Department, and will be provided upon
request. You may also download the bid package at
www.lucasmha.org. If prints are part of the package,
they will have to be picked up.

Each bid shall be accompanied by cash, an
approved surety company bid bond, or a certified
check upon a solvent bank, made payable to the
Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority in an amount
equal to five (5) percent of the bid, tendered as a bid
guarantee (ifrequired) that the bidder will, if the award
is made to him, enter into a bona fide contract with
Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority for this work
and furnish proper guarantee bonding as required
under the specifications within a period of ten (10)
days after the awarding of the contract

The prevailing wages for this locality, as estab-
lished by the Department of Labor as Wage Determi-
nation OH20100028, as modified, must be paid all
persons employed for this work.

All bidders shall be required to meet the Affirma-
tive Action requirements and Equal Employment
Opportunity requirements as described in Executive
Order #11246. Each bidder must insure that all
employees and applicants for employment are not
discriminated against because of their race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, disability, handicap,
age, ancestry, creed, or military status.

LUCASMETROPOLITAN
HOUSINGAUTHORITY
MODERNIZATIONDEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lucas County Children Services (LCCS)isissuing
aRequestfor Proposal (RFP) for Mentoring for Fami-
lies/Parents to Support In-Home Placements.

The goal is to help improve behaviors impacting
family dysfunction that may resultin the recurrence of
maltreatment, placementre-entry, placement stabil-
ity and/or reunification through the use of mentoring
services thattargettheirneeds and, therefore, perma-
nency, family/school stability and overall well-being.

LCCSis seeking proposals from non-profitand for-
profit agencies or entities capable and willing to
provide mentoring services to families/parents. RFP
materials will be available from June 7 at 9:00 a.m.,
through June 15,2010 at4:00 p.m., at 705 Adams St.,
Toledo, Ohio, 43604. To make arrangements to pick
up an RFP packet, call 419-213-3658. An applicant
information meeting regarding the RFP willbe heldon
June 15,2010 at

9:00 a.m., in Room 913, 705 Adams St.

The deadline for submitting completed proposals
(NO FAX) is Friday, July 2, 2010, at 4:00 p.m. No
proposal will be accepted after that deadline.

By
Dean Sparks, Executive Director
Lucas County Children Services

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE
Now Accepting Applications

1 AND 2 BEDROOM APART-

MENTS
{ A Senior Community for Per-

'sons 55 and Older. RentBased on
Income. Heat, Appliances, Drapes and Carpeting
Included. Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

Business Cards
1000 foronly $100.00
2 sided - Design/Print call 419.779.2811

House for Rent
North End. Fenced in
Full basement. Deck

2 Bedrooms, 1 %z baths

419726-2758

Doves Manor Apartments
Now Accepting Applications

1 Bedroom Apartments for Seniors 62+

All utilities included, Income-based rent, Library,
Fitness Center, Wellness Clinic, Extra Storage, Cen-
tral air and heat, On-site laundry facilities

Applications are accepted Monday - Friday from
9:30AM to 12:30PM. Call (419) 389-

9999 for details. @ E

Wanted
| buy diabetes supplies
And test strips
Call419-740-7162
Please leave a message

House for Rent
3545 Dean Avenue. One level, two bedroom.
Screened-inback porch,
alarm system and garage.
See itto believe it!!
Rent, deposit, security check required.
Call419-514-4011 Aisha’s Housing

Mobile Benefits Bank Advocate

Want to make a real difference in
someone’s life?
Come and join us

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE)
has established a Mobile Benefit Bank (MBB) in
Lucas County. The MBB helps low-income individu-
als and families access and apply for public benefits
and credit programs for which they may be eligible
using the Ohio Benefit Bank online system.

ABLE is seeking to enroll an additional Advocate
through the AmeriCorps Program to identify and
screen individuals for benéefit eligibility through out-
reach events at a variety of community access
points. The individual will work from ABLE’s Toledo
Office.

Candidates must be able to work well with low-
income individuals and groups; have excellent com-
munication skills; be computer proficient; and com-
mitted to the principle of equal justice. Relevant
college degree highly preferred. Experience working
in the area of government benefits is preferred.
Fluency in Spanish is highly preferred.

Compensation is set by federal statute. Partici-
pants are eligible foraliving allowance, health insur-
ance, and an education award for each full year of
service. Twelve month commitment required. Mini-
mum 35 hour work week with some weekend and
evening activities required.

Applications will be accepted until June 21,
2010. Email a cover letter, resume, and list of
references, in Word or PDF format, to:

apply@ablelaw.org
Subject: AmeriCorps MBB Advocate

ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer

THE WILLARD APARTMENTS
2257 Upton Avenue

Preferred Properties, Inc. is accepting applica-
tions for a 1 bedroom ($365) and 2 bedroom ($415)
apartments with a gas allowance.
Section 8 vouchers accepted.

Application fee is $25. For an
appointment to apply or more infor-
mation call (419) 389-0361.

For Rent
Two bedroom duplex at 426 Dexter,
North Toledo
$450. Refrigerator and stove included
Call419-559-6132

Brand New Flea Market
Vendors wanted. Great location; Great traffic;
Great extra money
Call866-424-1544
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Women Blessing Women — Changing Lives, Empowering Women

By Brittany Jones
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Blessings come in differ-
ent ways, come anytime and
come from anywhere. One
just has to have the ability to
decipher when blessings are
in the making.

They can also be found
through an organization.

‘Women Blessing Women
(WBW), a non-profit orga-
nization, “serves, blesses,
and empowers women to
achieve their potential, to
obtain living wage jobs, and
break the cycle of poverty,”
according to the group’s mis-
sion statement.

Through special events,
their Empowerment Program
and free services, the mem-
bers strive to make a differ-
ence with women in the city.

An event that has gained
popularity over time is the
“5th Annual Spring Bless-
ings: Fashion Show and Lun-
cheon” held this year at the
Lourdes College Gymna-
sium on June 5.

Glenda Hayes, the interim
director of WBW, says that
this event was a fundraiser
for the organization in order
to obtain grants and bring in
additional support. It is to
support the overall cause of
WBW.

“Besides the programs
that we offer and the job and
GED preparedness services,
this program was a coming

out for the ladies in terms of
leaving that ‘comfort zone,”
said Hayes. “It was a way for
them to build confidence not
only in the public sphere, but
for life all around.”

Twenty tables were filled
with supporters, participants
and volunteers—out of this
large group of women, only
two were men.

The Mistress of Ceremo-
nies and Board Chairman of
WBW, Laurie Neary, got the

Anita Garcia models-casual

program going with a wel-
come and acknowledged
many who help the associa-
tion such as staff, participants
and volunteers.

“I hope that possibly that
afashion will catch youreye.
1 hope that the food will fill
your stomachs, but most im-
portantly I hope that the
bishop of WBW and the sto-
ries of our women will cap-
ture your heart.”

Sister Annette
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Langenderfer led prayer cre-
ated especially for the minis-
try of WBW. The lunch was
provided by Outback
Steakhouse, which was the
fourth time of the restaurant
has done so free of charge.

Following the meal was
the fashion show put on by
six women associated with
WBW with one graduate,
Anita Garcia. The other la-
dies involved were Hazel
Briggs, Tracey Graves, April
Halterman, Paula Knowles,
Nichelle “Nikki” Mitchell
and Janay Williams.

The women modeled
fashions from Fashion Bug
and did two scenes: School
and Career Days and Sum-
mer Breeze.

Board of Trustee’s mem-
bers, Felicia Clark and Linda
Miller, MC’d the show and
the two men in the audi-
ence—James Galloway and
Derek Jones—were escorts
for the second scene.

Hayes introduced the par-
ticipants and then the mod-
els had the chance to give
their testimonials about how
WBW has influences their
lives for the better.

Keynote speaker, Con-
gresswoman Marcy Kaptur,
was setto arrive earlier in the
program, but did not show
up until 1:20 p.m. She was
held back by an accident in-
volving a broken telephone
pole that delayed her time of
arrival.

In the mean time, Sister
Langenderfer and Janette
Robertson managed the raffle
and 50/50 drawing. In addi-
tion, Sister Dorothy Thum
carried out announcements
of future events and a de-
scription of the WBW en-
dowment fund.

Garcia introduced Con-
gresswoman Kaptur once she
had arrived.

Kaptur congratulated the
organization for being such
an influence in the commu-
nity and helping women who

wantto advance in the world.
Kaptur encouraged those to
understand that there are still
people out there that are will-
ing to aid in any possible
way.

The congresswoman
summed up WBW with a
story of her experience with
the significance of an under-
tow in the ocean and its ef-
fect it can have on a person.

“Women Blessing
Women is one of the under-
tows in the community that
is making an extraordinary
difference,” she said. “It is
not forceful like a wave
straight on, but it has an im-
pactinthe lives of individual

women who are advancing
and moving forward.”

To conclude the event,
Robertson gave thanks to the
audience and the sponsors.
Neary also closed with
thanks of appreciation and a
call formore volunteers with
the association.

Candace Brown, a volun-
teer since 2008, got involved
in order to help the ladies in
the program.

“Ithelps me see how much
Women Blessing Women
can change a women’s life
and how much an education
can get you far and into dif-
ferent venues jobs,” she said.

“Women Blessing

‘Women’sunique holistic and
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Paula Knowles

comprehensive program pro-
vides the resources and skills
to enable women to obtain
their G.E.D., increase their
self-confidence, and lift
themselves out of poverty by
obtaining living wage em-
ployment.”

The organization has been
in operation since March of
1995.

The Empowerment pro-
gram is provided at no cost
to participants. Services are
offered to women 18 and
over, without regard to eth-
nic background, race, or re-
ligion.

It offers women the tools
to thrive in their career and
in their lives.
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