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June 11
TPS Adult Education Graduation: “Knowledge Is Power;” Summit Annex; Practi-

cal nursing, barber academy, nurse’s aide and aviation; 5 pm

June 12
Bereavement Meeting: West Toledo Bereavement Support Ministry; Bethlehem

Baptist Church; 10 am: 419-867-2122
Sisters Helping Everyone: Informational Meeting; Kent Branch Library; 1 to 3 pm
Summer Fashion Show: Bethesda Christian Center Cathedral; 6 pm: 419-277-2179
Friends and Family Day: Beulah Baptist; 5 pm; guest preacher Pastor Scott Isham

Shelton of Park Church of God

June 13
St. Stephen AME 8th Annual Pew Rally: 3 pm; “Something to Think About;” Men’s

Group of St. Stephen’s: 419-255-1821
Women’s Day Celebration and Dance Praise Fest: Bethesda Christian Center

Cathedral; 11 am; Speaker Evang. Brenda McFall; Dance Fest at 6 pm: 419-944-0984

June 14
Discussion Circle: Support and sisterly love for women incest, child sexual abuse

and rape survivors; 5:30 to 7:30 pm; Elizabeth House; Learn about “The Acceptances,
the Promises and Permissions and Trigger Busters:” 419-729-0245

June 14-18
Carnel Smith Summer Youth Camp: Free clinic: 419-917-3547

June 18-20
Mt. Sinai’s Men’s Seminar: “The Perfect Man;” :419-410-0323

June 19
Public Meeting of the New Order Human Rights Organization: Kent Branch

Library; 3 to 5 pm: 419-481-3924

June 20
“Walk for Ayan:” Fundraiser for 5-year-old Ayan who has contracted pediatric

brain cancer; Walbridge Park at 10 am: 419-481-7249
Family and Friends Day: Bethesda Christian Center Cathedral; 11 am; Closing

service at 6 pm: 419-944-0984

June 21-25
Vacation Bible School: Friendship Baptist Church; 6 to 8 pm each evening;

Toddlers through adults: 419-531-3242 or 419-536-1251
Vacation Bible School: Historic Third Baptist Church; “Camp Solid Rock;” K-

adult; 5:30 to 8:30 pm: 419-248-4623

June 26
Toledo Youth Camp: Hosted by Miami Dolphins’ Brandon Fields; 9 am to noon; St.

john’s Jesuit HS; Non-contact free clinic

June 27
New Prospect MBC: 45th church anniversary; Guest speaker Rev. Floyd Smith of

Calvary Baptist: 419-944-2790

June 28
Discussion Circle: Support and sisterly love for women incest, child sexual abuse

and rape survivors; 5:30 to 7:30 pm; Elizabeth House; Learn about “The Acceptances,
the Promises and Permissions and Trigger Busters:” 419-729-0245

 The decisions that are made about who goes to
Stanford and who goes to San Quentin are made
outside the control of the black community.

 – Walter Allen

The final Toledo Public School Board meeting of
this fiscal year ended with a request from board
member Brenda Hill for a “do-over” of a policy
decision she had previously supported only a month
ago. The reason for the change of mind? Hill, appar-
ently from the “co-optation plantation,” pleaded a
lack of clear understanding of the details and implica-
tions of her previous vote and  concern over a mutat-

ing district budget deficit whose malignancy had grown from $30 to $39 million.
Bob Vasquez, Toledo Board president, also responding to the painful pinch of

institutional poverty and in, perhaps a sign of district desperation, was on the PR
circuit preaching to a small group of influential economic development leaders at
the Toledo Club last Tuesday about the need for TPS to obtain expert advice and
assistance to help radically change how the district operates, according to The
Blade.

What is clear is that despite a shift in the racial composition of the TPS board,
the naïve hope that many had for significant impact and change for the district’s
neediest students has not occurred. Instead, achievement gaps and inequalities in
resource distributions have widened as the district teeters on the brink of insol-
vency even though three blacks and one Hispanic comprise four of the five-
member governing board.

What are the “experts” saying and what advice is recommended for TPS and the
community?

There appears to be a growing call to rethink the structure of urban education
and for models of school governance that are better suited to the challenges of the
21st Century urban context. Contemporary proponents of education reform feel
that more accountability, discipline and competence are needed than elected
school boards are able to provide and propose to replace these boards with those
appointed by mayors.

“Too often school board members are budding politicians, well-intentioned
parents determined to help just a single school or neighborhood with an adult-
centered agenda, or representatives of the district’s employees the board is
supposed to oversee. I don’t mind telling you that I believe in mayoral control of
school boards or having no school board at all and you should craft legislation that
enables school board members to be appointed by the mayor and limit the authority
of school boards,” states Eli Broad who with $400 million established the Broad
Foundation to dramatically improve urban education through better governance,
management and labor relations.

With 40 percent of children under age six growing up in abject poverty or
marginal socio-economic circumstances education is inextricably linked to health,
welfare, housing and other societal issues that can be coalesced around schools,
which remain the core institution in the community. Mayors are uniquely situated
to lead collaborative efforts involving parents, the private sector, higher educa-
tion, the government and the community in improving children’s health and
development.

Also, a board appointed by and under the supervision of “a strong, active and
accountable mayor is a promising way to jump-start coherent and sustained school
improvement, is less susceptible to narrow demands and better able to summon the

The Elusive Search for
Leadership
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

(Continued on Page 3)

4420 South Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43615

Fairview
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
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With no fear of sounding
like a broken record or a
scratched and repeating CD,
I will say it again and, that is,
it bears watching to see the
final tally of how the Libbey
High School students are par-
celed out to the other high
schools and those being Scott
(the “black” school), Waite

It Bears Repeating … More School Board Issues
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq.
Guest Column

(the “mixed” school) and
Bowsher (the “white”
school).

If the numbers show that
the majority of Bulldogs go
to the “black” school, some-
one at the school board is
playing the race card in pass-
ing out the Cowboys to the
other schools.

With the local and state
school budgets in chronic fi-
nancial free fall and with fu-
ture budget cuts looking
somewhat draconian, the lo-
cal schools are in a firefight
to stay adequately funded to
keep pace with the local
“rich” Catholic and private
schools.

The parents of the Libbey
students who have been dis-
placed from their home
school need to rally and in-
vestigate just how these as-

signments were made and by
whom.

They should not be a
punching bag as a means to
simply dole out Libbey stu-
dents in a willy-nilly fashion
but hopefully there was a
thoughtful plan behind the
allocation of these students
other than race being the only
factor.

Of course, equally tragic
and equally stupid is the
thought process by which any
Libbey student will confess
that if they go to Scott, there
will be nothing but heart-
ache and fisticuffs awaiting
them.

Such high school “tribal-
ism” is a disservice to the
educational process and de-
means the student who wants
to get an education and get
on with his or her life.

The nonsense that you will
or must fight your way every
day to attend school trumps
the fact that black kids need
to bury the hatchet with each
other when it comes to school
allegiances that interfere with
getting a sound education.

Now is when the parents
and local churches and para-
community organizations
must make themselves vis-
ibly and vocally known and
put the word out that such
bickering and fighting is
counterproductive. Such
nonsense only serves to pro-
duce fresh faces for the insa-
tiable juvenile court system
and a spate of out-of-school
suspensions. Real smart.

What I find troubling and
lacking in Toledo is the fact
that the black community al-
lows itself all too often to
remain disorganized and
voiceless when it comes to
important community issues.

Seemingly, we doze off
and allow mental midgets and
bullies (black or white) in
public office to either intimi-
date people or control the
conversation by the output
of false or misleading infor-
mation. We need to do our

own fact checking when it
comes to the disbursement
of public funds or lack
thereof.

The recent media jockey-
ing of Toledo Board of Edu-
cation members Lisa Sobecki
and President Bob Vasquez,
who are posturing to be the
saviors of the school system
and the “papa and momma
bear” of minority kids,
should send red-flag warn-
ings throughout the commu-
nity.

I hope that board member
Brenda Hill and the others
on the board are not in awe of
these two fellow members
and will not “stand down” to
them when their voices are
needed.

Vasquez and Sobecki
should have had enough
mother wit

to decline such a divisive
“look at me!” interview with-
out the presence of the other
board members whom they
need to get any agenda com-
pleted.

Until we can organize and
sustain and fund (yes, you
need money to mobilize and
fight the powers) our own
appointed leaders and action

groups, we will remain in the
backwaters of progressive
development and wonder
why the best of our youth
flee Toledo. The current in-
place minority leadership
may mouth a good game but
cannot deliver because, in
part, they have no backup
when the time comes to pro-
duce votes or cough up
needed support funding.

Until we finance our-
selves and believe in our-
selves and reprimand our-
selves, we are doomed to be
always wondering ”what
happened and why?”

The days of always blam-
ing, “the white man” for ev-
ery bruise and bump we suf-
fer is passé.

If “he” or the “system” is
at fault, confront it and cor-
rect it. If the offense and the
offender are found within our
midst and faulty mindset and
we choose to ignore them,
we do so at our common peril
and we will be found to be
our own worse enemy until
we clean house.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at
tolliver@Juno.com

focus, patience and unity
to support tough-minded
reform,” states Frederick
Hess, of the American
Enterprise Institute.

Toledo Mayor Mike
Bell indicates that he has
not given a great deal of
thought about making ap-
pointments to the school
board, but feels that TPS
needs to be more open to
recommendations pre-
sented by the private sec-
tor regarding business op-
erations. “There are
plenty of people prepared
to help, but the board and
district need to be pre-
pared to ask AND accept
the help when it’s given,”
says Bell.

Scholar John Portz
(2000) feels that mayoral
control matters less than
whether the mayor is able
and willing to provide po-
litical backing for reform.
Indeed, if a difference is
to be made one critical
area that must be ad-
dressed is the “union fac-
tor.” Teachers’ unions, in
their effort to protect and
enhance their collective
bargaining rights, “have
a strong negative impact
on academic achievement
and are also extremely ef-
fective in electing sym-
pathetic board members
and officials who help
them achieve their con-
tract objectives,” states
Portz.

Stanford scholar Terry
Moe adds “collective bar-
gaining is responsible for
black/white achievement
gaps and deserves to be
taken seriously as a target
of reform and has more

negative effects for high-
minority schools than for
other schools as their re-
strictive contracts put high-
minority schools at a dis-
advantage in the competi-
tion for teachers and re-
sources within districts.”

As a result, whoever it
is that provides help to TPS
must be prepared to go di-
rectly to the core issue and
declare “Show Me The
Money!”

Complex teacher salary
systems with built-in cost
escalators silently contrib-
ute to structural deficits as
automatic raises, not from
cost of living or wage in-
creases but from reclassi-
fications resulting from
added seniority or from
taking additional classes or
training, kick in while
younger, cheaper teachers
are laid off leaving the most
expensive teachers em-
ployed.

Waste is hidden in cen-
tral administrative budgets,
which normally amount to
40 to 60 percent of the
district’s operating expen-
ditures and is allocated to
schools arbitrarily distort-
ing the actual school costs.

Seniority-based place-
ment, salary-cost averag-
ing rather than actual costs

and multiple uncoordi-
nated accounting systems
which tracks spending by
funding source rather than
by actual use all mask fi-
nancial overcommitment
and leave the public blind
to unfair resource alloca-
tions which often dispro-
portionately penalize in-
ner-city schools. The bud-
getary impact of un-
funded pension and re-
tiree health-care liabili-
ties are often unreflected
as well.

Addressing TPS’ exi-
gent circumstances will
require a new system of
governance with the po-
litical will to revisit op-
pressive collective bar-
gaining agreements that
reward adults and punish
kids,  expose hidden dis-
trict spending patterns
and correct inequitable re-
source distribution. It will
also require a sensible
plan, commitment and
vision that looks beyond
the next election.

The time is right for
mayoral intervention in
Toledo Public Schools.

 Contact Rev. Donald
Perryman, D.Min., at
drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org

2 & 3 BR HOMES 
CITY WIDE!

Montalena

Traditional Financing & Lease 
W/Option Available For Some

Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...

Your Guide To Home!!

Elusive
(Continued from Page 2)
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The 1990’s bought about
the Digital Divide where some
people in society do not have
easy access to computers or
other types of technology,
while others have no difficulty
with finding it.

 The 21st Century intro-
duced the Knowledge Divide,
which compared those who
can research, manage and pro-
cess knowledge at faster pace
due to available technology to
those who are impaired in
those efforts.

With “Going Green” be-
ing the present movement be-
ing practiced everywhere,
there is a new gap on the rise
— the Green Divide.

To bring awareness to this
problem and to maintain
sustainability, Parker Enter-
prises hosted the “Urban Green
and Sustainability Forum:
Bridging the Green Divide”
on May 21.

The event was held at the
Scott Park Campus of Energy
and Innovative Auditorium
from 8:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.

“Many of the attendees of
the past summit did not have a
deep knowledge on green
[matters] or have not realized
the full potential or impact it
could have on their busi-
nesses,” said Coleena Ali, vice
president of Marketing and
Business Development of

The Central City Also Has Opportunities to Go Green
By Brittany Jones
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Parker Enterprises. “From that
we decided to hold the forum
to educate our community on
what green and sustainability
means, and to help identify
opportunities for our commu-
nity.”

With welcomes and open-
ing remarks from Karl Parker,
CEO of Parker Enterprises,
and Lawrence Burns, the pro-
gram began. Burns is the in-
terim vice president for Eq-
uity and Diversity and Exter-
nal Affairs at The University
of Toledo.

Donnell Cathey, vice presi-
dent and COO of The
InnoTrans Group (a branch of
Parker Enterprises), discussed
the power of innovation or
thinking “outside the box.” He
talked of how this approach is
productive and beneficial to
all areas of lifestyles such as
schools, medical field and the
workplace.

A treat for the program was
special guest Congresswoman
Marcy Kaptur (Dem. OH). She
spoke of the conditions facing
other regions of the nation and
how people, in this area, are
lucky to live here.

“While the West is becom-
ing more arid, we live on the
largest watershed and we take
that for granted,” Kaptur said.
“With what our country is en-
during and especially our re-

gion, we need your creativity
and ideas in order to help form
a stronger future.”

For a view of what urban
communities are doing in
Cleveland, Gigi Tradore, a
Green For All fellow and ex-
ecutive director of Power Net-
work, gave the perspective of
the green movement from
people of color, the urban com-
munity and the inner city. A
video was shown of the cur-
rent efforts being done to en-
sure there is no “green divide.”

Businesses are not immune
to the divide, no matter what
size. Gale Tedhams, director

of Sustainability of Owens
Corning and Icy Williams,
chairman of the National
Sustainability Coalition and
vice president of Development
for the Diverse Manufactur-
ing Supply Chain Alliance,
represented the corporate side
of sustainability.

Both explained that busi-
nesses need to concentrate on
three elements in order to be
productive in the green
economy: environment, social
and economics.

“If we are going to do
sustainability right in this
country, we have to pull these
together because one out of
balance will cause injustice to
another area,” Williams ex-
plained.

For a look at the local en-
deavors, Lynne Hamer, Ph.D.,
Jim Johns and E. Michelle
Mickens, spoke of their
projects.

Hamer is an associate pro-
fessor of Educational Theory
and Social Foundations of
Education. She is the co-di-
rector of Padua Alliance and
Peace Education Coordinator
for Padua Possibilities, a col-
laboration with Toledo Public
Schools, Pickett Academy and
Padua Center that offers an
alternative to suspension.

She discussed that in order
for this movement to thrive,
the children need to be edu-
cated on its importance and
what they can do to help.

Johns, founder of
EarthScience Foundation,
took recycling and material
recovery to another level by
taking trash from business and
using it in different ways to
help the community. On the
other hand, Mickens, execu-
tive director of Toledo Com-
munity Development Corpo-
ration (CDC), formulated a
project for a community gar-
den on Norwood. This is one
of the many projects meant to
improve conditions in the com-
munity.

Director of Incubation at
UT, Megan Reichert-Kral,
shared the many opportuni-
ties within the areas of the
green market like installers,
manufacturers, and electri-
cians. The talk of money came

Pastor Cedric Brock and First Lady Debra Briock are celebrating their 17th Pastoral
Anniversary at Mt. Nebo Missionary Baptist Church.

On Sunday, June 6 there was a 4:30 p.m. service with guest preacher Pastor Grant of
Detroit’s Zion Hope Baptist Church

On Wednesday, June 9, the guests are Elder Rance Allen of New Bethel COGIC,
Pastor Cordell Jenkins of St. Paul AME and Pastor Randall Parker of New Kingdom at
7 pm

And on Sunday, June 13 there will be a 4 pm service with guests Rev. Pat McKinstry
of Kingdom Worship Center and Pastor Chapman of Detroit’s Galilee Baptist Church

Mt Nebo’s 17th Pastoral
Anniversary

about with Paul Toth, presi-
dent and CEO of the Toledo-
Lucas County Port Authority.

He bought information of
the Department of Energy ad-
vanced energy grants avail-
able for minority contractors
and for those who are having
trouble finding money, there
is a minority business account
offered.

Environmental justice is
needed in order to guarantee
equal opportunity in the move-
ment and inform citizens of
their rights under the law. This
is where Morris Jenkins, asso-
ciate professor in the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice and
Rubin Patterson, professor of
Sociology and Interim Direc-
tor of Africana Studies, shared
their expertise.

For contractors, the Na-
tional Electrical Contractors
Association (NECA) offers
green training. Robert Colgan,
executive director of Market-
ing and Todd Michaelson,
chapter manager, invited mi-
norities to join the organiza-
tion and take advantage of the
training to be prepared for op-
portunities in the ‘green’ field.

To wrap up the summit,
Parker thanked sponsors and
the participants. Ali also
thanked the sponsors.

“Left to right thinking is
incremental,” Parker said.
“Right to left thinking is the
future.”

Megan Reichert-Kral, Congresswoman
Marcy Kaptur, Coleena Ali
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The love for a home state
can inspire anyone to give
back and make the state a
better place to live for all.
This is, according to the can-
didate herself, what moti-
vated Maryellen
O’Shaughnessy to run for
Secretary of State in her first
state-wide race.

When first elected to Co-
lumbus City Council, she
drove across state towards
Steubenville to visit a friend.
On the way, the beauty of
Ohio got her thinking of how
to find out more about the
Buckeye State.

 “I just love my state and
I would love to get to know it
better,” O’Shaughnessy said.
“If I ever have an opportu-
nity to run state-wide then I
am going to do it because
there’s no better way to get
to know the people through-
out Ohio.”

Public service is a virtual
heritage of the
O’Shaughnessy family be-
ginning with her great-grand-
father who first ran for office
in 1910. Family members
have served in an assortment
of elected roles from the state
legislature to the Columbus
City Council. Her father has
served as a state senator.

The position of the Secre-
tary of State is a critical posi-
tion because “it is about our
precious right to vote,” said

Secretary of State Candidate O’Shaugnessy Tours Toledo
Area
By Brittany Jones
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

O’Shaugnessy. Two main
duties of the Secretary of
State are serving as the chief
elections officer and running
the Business Services Divi-
sion.

As the chief elections of-
ficer, the Secretary of State
manages the election process
and appoints members to the
Board of Elections in 88 of
Ohio’s counties.
O’Shaughnessy commented
on the need to continue the
work that the current Secre-
tary of State, Jennifer
Brunner, has accomplished
to ensure a smooth and fair
election process in the fu-

ture.
“We must make sure that

we have smooth elections,
make advances to the next
step and look at easier ways
for voting and circulating
petitions without compro-
mising security,” she said.
“Making voting secure, mak-
ing every vote count and
making sure that we have
ease of access to the count-
ing is essential to do that.”

As the Secretary of State,
O’Shaughnessy plans to in-
crease voter participation by
making registration effort-
less in person and on the
Internet and by continuing

the Early Voting Center. She
also would like to increase
young voter participation by
working with teachers to
implement a curriculum
showing students, first-hand,
those who have fought for
our right to vote.

The Business Services
Division grants permission
to Ohio and out-of-state cor-
porations to do business in
Ohio. The division approves
and keeps documentation of
all businesses’ information.

“The SOS office is the
repository of all the informa-
tion on all the paper that is
generated by the Ohio Gen-
eral Assembly,” she said.
“We make sure it is [Busi-
ness Services] going to the
next level and is an asset to
job development in Ohio.”

As with any political po-
sition, there are controver-
sies and problems that need
to be corrected after one takes
office. It is no different for
the Secretary of State.

One thing
O’Shaughnessy sees that
needs improvement is the
partnership with the Board
of Elections.

“We have to make sure
we’re not putting out direc-
tives that do not hinder their
business, but are instead an
asset,” she said. “We have to
make sure that every vote is
counted and does count be-
cause people who think their
vote matters tend to not par-
ticipate.”

Another issue facing the
Secretary of State’s office is
the crowding of polling
places due to the lack of
working polling machines
like in the 2000 and 2004
elections. This would be
solved by working with the
Board of Elections to assess
their needs and making cer-
tain they have the resources
to be at their best. In addi-
tion, she feels that every
county needs a backup mea-
sure—a paper ballot backup
measure designed to keep the
election efficient.

During Republican Ken
Blackwell’s term as Secre-
tary Of State, the office was
perceived as being notori-
ously partisan in some of its
decisions. O’Shaughnessy
says that she will not be en-
dorsing or advancing any is-

sue or candidate during her
term. She wants to be a “fair
and practical referee.”

C u r r e n t l y ,
O’Shaughnessy serves as
Clerk of the Franklin County
Court of Common Pleas. She
oversees a vast system of
county records, a staff of 231
and a budget of $12.5 mil-
lion.

“I have the local, legisla-
tive and administrative ex-
perience,” she said. “What I
do at Clerk of Courts is very
similar to what Secretary Of
State does when it comes to
document management. The
public needs someone who
understands the job directly.”

The next step for the po-
tential Secretary of State is
to run for re-election because
she feels that there is no other
position of any interest.

“I want to make sure that
our Democracy works and
give the people the represen-
tation they need to make
things go in their commu-
nity,” she said. “It’s just criti-
cally important and I am anx-
ious to get there to do the
work as the Secretary of
State.”
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Foundation, along with the
scholarship selections of the
area’s sororities and frater-
nities.

We apologize for not hav-
ing the ability to write exten-
sively about all of them, all

of the young men and women
who made the decision to
excel.

But here are just a few of
the class of 2010’s best and
brightest – a future doctor, a
few lawyers, a hospital ad-

ministrator, a computer en-
gineer and a film-maker. If
you track what’s happening
in education on a year-round
basis, you know that this is
the most wonderful time of
the year.

Education Section • Sponsored by Toledo-Lucas County Public Library • Education Section • Sponsored by Toledo-Lucas County Public Library •

A Few of the Best and the Brightest
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Santoria Marie Sawyer – Waite’s
Valedictorian

Exactly who or what has
provided Santoria Sawyer
with her motivation to suc-
ceed? Family, friends, teach-
ers?

“Not any one person …
God is our model,” says
Sawyer, valedictorian of
Waite High School’s Class
of 2010. “But all of it to-
gether inspires me. Every
day I wake up and I find
something to inspire me –
all the people and great lead-
ers I have met makes me
want to do as well as they
have done.”

That’s the “who.” As for
the “what?”

“The places I’ve gone have inspired me – Atlanta and the Coca Cola headquarters,
Nashville and the Grand Ole Opry hotel, Washington D.c. and the White House – these
are big motivations to see the world,” she says reminiscing about trips she was able to
take as a student representative during her high school years.

Her very next trip will be a little closer to home – Columbus, OH, in fact, to attend The
Ohio State University where she plans to study business administration. In the long term
she wants to become either a corporate lawyer or a human resources executive with a
large corporation.

Sawyer did manage to fit in a few other activities when she was not studying. She was
the Toledo Area Afro Ball Queen, a student ambassador for TRIO’s National Student
Leadership Conference, a member of the National Honor Society, student representative
for the Lourdes College Upward Bound group, a member of the volleyball team, a tutor,
a camp counselor, a volunteer with several groups and president of the drama and
Spanish clubs … to name just a few.

Sawyer also participated in the Cotillion this year as a Debutante and finished as first
runner up.

We have a feeling that she is going to find a lot to keep her inspired down in Columbus!

Sierra Monique Flowers – Scott’s
Valedictorian

“I was motivated to be
successful and to be the best
that I can be,” explains Si-
erra Flowers on how she
found the inspiration to put
in such hard work over the
years and become valedic-
torian of the Scott High
School class of 2010. “And
I’m not done yet!”

Flowers, who will attend
Penn State University in the
fall and focus her consider-
able energies on a major in
health administration,
knows exactly where she is
headed in the future – a
career in hospital adminis-
tration.

“I like the fast-paced work and I like being a leader,” she says. “And I like the health
field,” says the student who was enrolled in the Scott Allied Health Small School.

In addition to all that hard work she put in to become valedictorian, Flowers was also
a cheerleader and a member of the school’s choir. Outside of school, she was involved
with the Red Cross and Expedition Inside Culture (EIC) and a volunteers at area nursing
home.

She is self-motivated, to be sure, but quick to point others who provided a good deal
of inspiration. Topping that list within her family is her grandfather, Porter King, who
passed away recently and who was, unfortunately, not able to see his granddaughter
graduate. “He did a lot of good stuff in high school,” says Flowers of the 1949 graduate
of Scott. Such good stuff, in fact, that he was selected to the Scott Hall of Fame.

Flowers mentions several teachers who were sources of inspiration, including Joan
Perry-Szafarowicz, who taught her social studies, American government and sociology,
and Stephanie Vaez, who instructed her in algebra and pre-calculus.

Now, her high school successes a thing of the past, Flowers moves on to Happy
Valley. She’s certainly not done yet!

Tessa Scott – Miss Debutante 2010
“My mom, Teresa Scott,

was always on me and my
brother about school,” says
Tessa Scott about the person
who provided perhaps the
most inspiration for her to
succeed. “She wanted the
best for us because she never
finished college. I thought at
times she was stressing me
out, but she helped pick all
the right paths to go on.”

There were actually a
number of such paths.

Scott attended St.
Ursula’s … “my mom in-
sisted.” During her freshman
year at St. Ursula’s, she
started off well enough aca-

demically – mostly B’s, a handful of A’s and two C’s. But then, with each year, her grades
improved, until the dramatic report of all  A’s in the first half of her senior year.

In addition to her academic accomplishments, the breadth and depth of her extracur-
ricular activities are nothing short of amazing – bowling, tennis, church clubs, choir, tutor,
volunteer, organizer and on and on.

In her junior year, at mom’s urging, of course, Scott entered the Debutante Cotillion
as a Deb-in-Waiting and then, just a few weeks ago, as a debutante, she won it all - Miss
Debutante 2010. Along the way, she won the talent portion of the event and was voted by
her peers as Miss Congeniality.

This fall, Scott will attend Ohio University to study computer science and, 10 years
from now, she expects to be working for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital as a
computer engineer fulfilling her goal of finding creative ways to help others, particularly
kids, in the medical field.

She says of her teachers at St. Ursula’s that “they all inspired me!”
She will find such inspiration starting this fall as a newly-minted Bobcat.

Free Youth Football Camp
2010

Monday June 14
through Friday June 18,

the Eighth Annual
Carnel Smith Youth

Football Camp will be
held at Libbey High

School from 11 a.m. to
2:45 p.m. each day.

Registration will begin
promptly at 10 am on

Monday.

Camp is free and open
to boys in grades three

through eight.

Football fundamentals and
social skills for the first 100 registrants.

Parent or guardian with insurance information
must accompany all participants.

For more information, call Carnel Smith at 419-917-3547
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 The 2010 commencement
of St. Francis de Sales High
School was held May 29 at
the Toledo Museum of Art
Peristyle. It is worth noting
that among the many achieve-
ments and honors bestowed
on this class of 139 seniors,
100 percent have been ac-
cepted into one or more col-
leges of choice, with total ac-
ceptances to more than 100
schools.

One-hundred seventeen
students or 85 percent of the
class have been awarded more
than $13.8 million in aca-
demic and athletic scholar-
ships. One hundred and three
students took 370 Advanced
Placement examinations in 19
subject areas, one student is a
National Merit Finalist, and
four students are National
Merit Commended Scholars.

Sixty-five seniors are All-
Academic Athletes with many
of them playing in more than
one varsity sport. One stu-
dent has been appointed to
the U.S. Air Force Academy
and two students have re-
ceived appointments to the
U.S. Naval Academy.

St. Francis de Sales High School Held Its 2010
Commencement
Special to The Truth

The class has 51 Honor
Students and 24 seniors are
members of the National
Honor Society. This class has
contributed more than 15,000
hours in community service

to 115 local organizations, in
Appalachia and U.S. inner
cities. Congratulations to the
following graduates.

Christopher Castro plans
to attend the University of

Toledo and was awarded a
Rocket Scholars Award.
Castro was a 2010 Track and
Field District Champion in
the long jump at 21’11¼ “.

Dwayne Dotson plans to
attend the University of To-
ledo and was awarded a
Rocket Scholars Award.

the district semi-finals.
Stephen Houston, Jr.

plans to attend the University
of Charleston and was
awarded a Leadership and
Involvement Merit Award.
Houston served as the vice
president of the Afro-Ameri-
can Club.

Kendall Layson plans to
attend Owens Community
College.

Matthew Marshall plans
to attend Albion College.
Marshall was a member of
the 2009-10 District Cham-
pionship Swimming and Div-
ing Team excelling in
freestyle.

Anthony Miller, Jr.
graduated with high honors
having a grade point average
of at least a 4.0 and was a
member of the National
Honor Society. Miller plans
to attend the Pratt Institute
and was awarded an Aca-
demic Scholarship. Miller
received the award of excel-
lence for outstanding Art stu-
dent at graduation.

Robert Ruiz-Krause
plans to attend the University
of Toledo.

Emanuel White plans to
attend the University of Mis-
sissippi.

Dotson served as president of
the Afro-American Club.

Kent Goldsmith plans to
attend Adrian College. Gold-
smith was a three year starter
on the Knights’ varsity bas-
ketball team and helped lead
the team his senior year to the
city championship game and
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The Toledo-Lucas County Public Library invites you to dive in head-first and join one
of our great Summer Reading Clubs (SRC). You’ll have a chance to win some very cool
prizes! As a librarian to help get you started this week . . . C’mon in! The reading’s fine!

This summer is the perfect time to participate in the Library’s 2010 Summer Reading
Clubs beginning THIS WEEK, June 7 through August 7 with Make a Splash Read!
(Preschool-Fifth Grade); Make Waves at Your Library (Sixth-12th Grade), and Water
Your Mind Read (Adults).

For younger readers, school is either out or almost coming to a close and consistent warm
weather is here, so become an SRC participant beginning this week, June 7! You’ll have fun
the entire summer by joining the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library’s SRC, so ask a
librarian about upcoming programs to help you get started . . . and remember to have fun!

This year’s water theme encourages all ages to beat those dry summertime blues by
coming to your library to cool off and read a new book and participate in your neighborhood
branch library’s many offerings this summer, including SRC!

Nancy Eames, Toledo-Lucas County Public Library Youth Services Coordinator, says
SRC participants can “Make a
Splash” through reading
books - youth and adults alike
can open the door to new
worlds and interests.

“Summer Reading Club
has something for everyone.
Summer reading is all about
reading for fun and everyone
from children to adults can
earn great prizes just for read-
ing,” said Eames.

The 2010 SRC features the
following three divisions:

· Juvenile Club –
Preschoolers and children en-
tering K-fifth are encouraged

2010 SUMMER READING CLUBS for All Ages Begins THIS
WEEK! (June 7-August 7) Ask a Librarian How to Join!
Make a Splash Read! – Preschool through Fifth Grade * Make Waves at Your Library –
Sixth-12th Grade * Water Your Mind Read – Adults
Special to The Truth

Juvenile Club

Teen Club

to read at least 15 minutes a day, and are awarded prizes after reading one, two, four, eight
and 12 hours. Every child who reads 12 hours will win a Beach Ball! As children reach the
20, 30, 40 or 50 hour and higher levels, they can enter to win system prizes provided by the
Library Legacy Foundation such as gift cards for the Toledo Mud Hens, Barnes and Noble,
and Toys R Us. (Note: Preschoolers may become SRC members by having someone read to
them)

· Teen Club – These middle school and high school-aged youth fill out an entry form for
each book read and place it in
a marked box at any branch
location or at Main Library
for drawings, which will be
held throughout the summer.
A grand prize drawing for
prizes such as movie gift
cards, Cedar Point tickets, a
Kindle, a Wii game system
and a digital camera will be
held at the end of SRC.

· Adult Club – Adults fill out an entry form for each book read and drawings will be held
throughout the summer for prizes. Adults may win book bags, Authors! Authors! tickets and
more.

Last year’s SRC saw nearly
20,000 youth and adult par-
ticipants! TARTA has offered
free transportation to Pre-
school through 12th grade SRC
participants. Youth members
of the 2010 SRC need only
show their SRC hang tag for
free transportation to and from
their favorite library in Lucas

Adult Club

(Continued on Page 10)
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Summer Reading
Clubs
(Continued from Page 9)

County.
A special Web page for SRC will be available the week

of June 7 by logging on to toledolibrary.org. The Web
site’s SRC section will link to SRC information, prize
lists, a drawing of the week, and more.

Visit any Toledo-Lucas County Public Library loca-
tion for an SRC folder or entry form and sign-up begin-
ning THIS WEEK!

The Toledo-Lucas County Public Library would like
to thank its

2010 Summer Reading Clubs
sponsors:
The Blade, Buckeye CableSystem, Friends of the

Library, The Library Legacy Foundation, Directions
Credit Union, Splash Bay Indoor Water Park, WTOL
11, Burger King, The Butterfly House, Marco’s Pizza,
Dorothy MacKenzie Price, Quizno’s, Rally’s, Subway,
Taco Bell, Chipotle, and TARTA.

For more details, call 419.259.5207, visit any Toledo-
Lucas County Public Library branch location or log on
to toledolibrary.org

Peggy Harris and Mt.
Nebo Baptist church are col-
laborating this summer to of-
fer an eight-week tutoring
program for middle schoolers.
The free reading, math and
science tutorial will start on
June 21 and continue through
August 12 and will take place
on Monday through Thurs-
day from 10 a.m. to 1 pm. Daily.

“Achievement matters,”
said Harris who is conduct-
ing the program – funded by
EOPA – for the second year.
“In order for students to
achieve, it takes more than
the classroom – it takes

Free Summer Tutoring Program for
Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Graders

First Class of
Teacher
LEADERS to Be
Announced
Special to The Truth

A dozen
t e a c h e r s
from To-
ledo Public
S c h o o l s
and the
C a t h o l i c
Diocese of
Toledo will
go back to
school this
summer to

study the latest in alternative energy and learn creative
ways to teach their students about the growing industry.

The teachers, along with a couple principals and
administrators, are the first class to participate in the
federally-funded research program Leadership for Edu-
cators: Academy for Driving Economic Revitalization in
Science, or LEADERS.

The participants will be announced at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, June 9 at the Imagination Station in down-
town Toledo.

The goal of the LEADERS partnership, which is funded
by a $5 million grant from the National Science Founda-
tion, is to improve K-12 science education with Project-
Based Science linked to the alternative energy and the

churches, parents and advo-
cates to give children the sup-
port they need to develop the
potential they have. And it’s
up to adults and caregivers
to help bring it out.”

Harris and Mt. Nebo pas-
tor, Rev. Cedric Brock, antici-
pate that about 40 students
will participate in the summer
classes. Harris will be as-
sisted by four teachers and
three peer tutors – two 16-
year olds from Bowsher and
a 19-year old graduate of
Start.

“It’s important that our
students learn that summer

school can be vital to suc-
cess,” said Brock. “Due to
[public schools] budget cuts,
it’s a shame that students
have to inherit these prob-
lems – even 10 years after the

problems started. But we still
need to position our students
to succeed.”

To register for the pro-
gram, call 419-754-1898 or 419-
320-0474.

Peggy Harris

(Continued on Page 14)
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This summer, students
in the Toledo area will be
able to recover lost credits
without upsetting their
summer plans. Phoenix
Academy’s computer-
based program lets stu-
dents recover graduation
credits by studying on their
home computer at their con-
venience.

This revolution in teach-
ing technology eliminates
hours of summer boredom
for students who otherwise
would have to study in a
hot classroom while friends
enjoy the summer break.
Students now have the flex-

ibility to recover credits so
that they can graduate with
their class while holding a
summer job or spending
time with friends or at the
pool.

Toledo’s Phoenix Acad-
emy, a nationally recognized
leader in the field of com-
puter-based learning, of-
fers a unique program that
empowers s tudents  in
grades nine-12 to recover
credits from home, at their
convenience 24/7.
Coursework is available on
the family computer – or at
any of the four Credit Re-
covery Outreach Centers.

Even more remarkably,
teacher support by e-mail
is available to Phoenix
Academy students seven
days a week.

Suburban districts as
well  as Toledo Public
Schools recognize and re-
spect the Phoenix Academy
curriculum. Students from
neighboring communities
in northwest Ohio includ-
ing Ottawa Hills, Sylvania,
Rossford and Perrysburg
benefit from the Phoenix
program.

Traditional schools trust
the Phoenix Academy pro-
gram because it ensures in-

Are you a teen? If so,
sign up for Summer Read-
ing Clubs 2010 at any To-
ledo-Lucas County Public
Library branch location and
get started on a fun journey
of warm weather reading
with this stirring story of a
modern-day boy who re-
members himself as a 14-
year-old slave named 47,
living in Georgia in 1832.

In his first youth book,
titled 47, acclaimed mys-
tery writer Walter Mosley,
combines escape from sla-
very and African-American
myth with the realism of
plantation brutality and the
courage of resistance.

The boy recalls being
chained, branded, and
whipped until the runaway
Tall John inspires him to
fulfill his destiny and lead
his people to freedom.

Like the mythical figure
High John the Conqueror,
the runaway comes from
“beyond Africa,” and he
shows the boy the secrets
of the universe. Above all,
47 takes in Tall John’s re-
peated lesson, which is fi-
nally what sets him free.

The magical realism al-
lows for some plot contriv-
ance, but Mosley brings the
harsh facts and anguish very
close, and the first-person
narrative shows and tells
how “slavery is the most
unbelievable part of this
whole story.”

47 is recommended for
grades seven-10. Sign up
for the teen Summer Read-
ing Club, Make Waves @
Your Library!, today. It’s

The Library’s Reading
Selection of the Month –
JUNE, 2010
By Toledo-Lucas County Public Library Staff

Computer-based Credit Recovery Eliminates Summer
School Hassle
Special to The Truth

tegrity. Classes are com-
prised of modules, which
are similar to chapters in a
textbook. Most begin with
a pre-test, which checks
knowledge of the topic.
After completion of all
modules in the class sec-
tion, students visit a Phoe-

nix Academy credit recov-
ery center to take a final
exam. Their identity is veri-
fied by photo ID.

Students without access
to a home computer can
study in fully equipped
computer labs located in
Phoenix’s new downtown

free and fun, and you could
win amazing prizes such as
a Wii gaming system and
more! For more informa-
tion, please call

419.259.5207.
Source: Hazel Rochman

Copyright © American Li-
brary Association

home at the corner of
Jefferson and 16th street or
suburban Credit Recovery
Outreach Centers on Alexis
Road, McCord Road or in
the East Toledo Family
Center.

Enrollment for Phoenix
Academy’s online summer
credit recovery program is
Monday, June 7 through
Wednesday, June 9, 9:00
a.m. – noon at all four Phoe-
nix Academy locations.
Fees are $100 per semester
credit for Toledo Public
School students and $125
per credit for non-TPS stu-
dents. Courses begin Mon-
day, June 14.

Complete information
about course offerings is
avai lable  at
www.phoenixtoledo.org.
Click on Credit Recovery
Program. Telephone 419-
720-4505.
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My mother is a dance in-
structor, my father a percus-
sionist/drummer.

My childhood in the 80s/
90s left me with many memo-
ries of June as a busy month.
Our family’s African dance
troupe, Creative Impulse,
would constantly have per-
formances around the area
especially during the so-
called

Black Music Month.
Having my own label

years later, my singers would
perform at some of these
events and Toledo would
actually feel alive with cel-
ebrations of rhythm and
sound catered to African-
American traditions of soul,
funk, jazz and R&B (occasion-
ally some hip-hop).

But what is black music?
Does it really need its own

month? Are black people
even the ones appreciating
‘black’ music?  Is it another
undeserved moment of spe-
cial recognition?

Oh, don’t get it twisted…
I encounter black and white
people on a routine basis who
feel that NOW since we have
a black president (not to men-
tion Oprah) that we no longer
have a need to address our
own identity in a nation where
our identity has never been
rightfully acknowledged.

But if we are going to re-
ceive recognition for our
music, what should we do
with it?

Do You Celebrate June as Black Music Month?
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

WHY IS BLACK MUSIC
IMPORTANT?

Well, those hundreds of
years bringing Africans to
this country and forcing them
to the crushing degradation
of slavery created two Ameri-
cas.

Which is why there’s a
national anthem (which I
rarely recite) and also a Black
National Anthem – not to
celebrate division, but to ac-
knowledge we were brought
here divided from all that this
country was supposed to be.

When black slaves were
forced to adopt their masters’
religious views, we carried
over that “call & response”
from our native land and made
it a backbone of our new spiri-
tual ritual in the beginning of
the black church.

The black church gave
birth to much of the music
you hear today.

From Negro spirituals and
hymns to the chord structure
and slow tempos of blues
music to rock n roll (hope I’m
not moving too fast, if you’re
still reading I assume you
know most of this).

Jazz music escapes exact
textbook definition but one
thing for certain, it’s original
and native to this country
and it has our fingerprints all
over it.

Without black music,
there would be no Rolling
Stones, The Beatles or Elvis
Presley. Without black mu-
sic, the sad stories of country
music would never have been
popular enough to become a
genre. Rock would have never
evolved and all of the politi-
cal stances from artists like
Johnny Cash to Public En-
emy wouldn’t have been as
useful in the medium of popu-
lar music.

Personally, since I suck at
drawing, music has been my
expression since, well … con-
sidering my parents, since
before I was born.

Music itself takes every-

thing inside, and illustrates it
for the world to hear. Your
day, your life, your problems,
your pain, your joy, your is-
sues, your desires. Whatever
is in you, music is the most
compelling art form to get it
out and appreciated by the
masses.

DO WE APPRECIATE
BLACK MUSIC?

Black teenagers dress like
80’s punk rockers and white
singers like Adam Levine,
Joss Stone, Natasha
Beddingfield and even our
own Mama Sox regularly sing
with more passion and soul
than many black singers.

As B.I.G. said, “Things
Done Changed”

Yet, the topsy-turvy times
in which we live are full of
possibility, the problem is that
young black people are THE
LAST ones to truly study and
appreciate music and black
music.

Let me tell you how bad it
really is.

Earlier this decade I won a
few poetry contests with a
poem containing this line:
“the essence of ebony is the
source of the vibe.”

It was a play on words
alluding to the fact that we
are in control of our own media
(in a way) and it’s our music
and influence that is ruling
the cultural landscape.

But even since the days I
wrote that there has been a
decline in how many black
youth engage in the discus-
sions on topics in Vibe, XXL
and The Source. OUR OWN
MUSIC and culture pre-
sented to us on a regular ba-
sis.

In the 90s, I and other teen-
agers loved discussing our
music.

We loved debating: 112
vs. Jagged Edge, Boyz II Men
vs. Jodeci, Brandi vs. Monica
and of course as Jay Z said
“… and argue all day, whose
the best emcee: Biggie, Jay Z

or Nas.”
We were having discus-

sions about our music. Now
we are all too busy trying to
be the next one on the cover
of XXL that we don’t have
time to invest in digesting the
music being made by those
already on the cover.

The microwave culture of
America has made everything
disposable, and with hip-hop
at the forefront of black mu-
sic for as long as I’ve been
alive… if hip-hop eats itself
alive we won’t have anyone
to blame but us.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Toledo hates when I men-

tion my own music company
in my article but it’s my point
of view from the ground floor
so … hey.

Today, I was working on
vocally developing one of my
R&B/soul artists.

I had her sing classic soul
songs and some recent clas-
sics.

We teach all of our artists
to treat each lyric written, and
each word rapped or melody
sung as if it’s going into the
ear of a listener intent on get-
ting quality.

I know it’s not just U.G.E.,
I see many other music com-
panies/artists in the T really
trying to offer meaningful
music to their audiences.

But for all the effort we put
into respecting our audience
enough to give them the real,
what do we do when they still
just want another song about
popping champagne and
riding 28-inch rims to the
club?

Is it music appreciation
when a 14-year-old hears a
rapper spit about Evisu Jeans
(which costs upwards of
$500) and now the next rhyme
he spits eschews the same
sentiment? NO, that’s not
appreciation.

To be honest with you, I’d
say 70 percent of the people
I encounter making music
aren’t concerned with offer-
ing any fulfilling expression
to improve the art form.

And you don’t have to be
the next Raheem Devaughn
or India Arie to better the art
form. Hell, Fabolous is not
deep. But his intellect and wit
on topics that people DO re-
late to are still just as valuable
as Mos Def & Talib Kweli’s
track “History” on Mos new
album.

It’s about balance. We
can’t appreciate a damn thing
when we are all rushing
through the door trying to be
the next one on stage.

And there won’t be any
appreciating going on if…

Wait.
Look. Can I be super real

right now? This is coming
from me as a music maker and
music lover. Like my dude
Waymon/Italaz says…
TRUTHTALK right here: We
aren’t appreciating music.
We are TOLERATING music
in 2010.

Why do you think most
people get their music from
youtube these days?

Because all that old stuff
we loved is still there and it
saves us from the radio. Ad-
mit it, you are shocked as hell
if you hear three good songs

in a row these days. At the
club or on the radio, you be
like “okay!!, yea!!”.

You can hate me if you
want, but I will say that U.G.E.
is our music company and we
are desperately trying to re-
store that balance. Trying to
bring quality music in all forms
back to the listeners.

We stand in alliance with
people like Italaz, S.S.T.R.E.S.,
Soulbeat, Hustle Hand, Be
Original Boys, Huntor Prey,
Great Lakes, 4th Coast, p360,
Glassfam, Embrace Ent, Pos
Mov and many, many, many
other Toledo based move-
ments who are all good at
what they do (can’t name
everyone).

Because local or global,
from LeAnn Rimes to Busta
Rhymes… I appreciate mu-
sic. This art form is how I
want to put food on the table,
and this expression is how
we all put our souls at ease…
if we appreciate each other
more, we will appreciate mu-
sic including black music.
And if we listen, just listen…
I think we can make our an-
cestors proud.

Facebook search or email:
glasscitytruth@yahoo.com

Celebrate with us, Friday
June 18 Club Eclipse!

And get ready for BASH
AT THE BAY 2010 !!

Oh yeah ... The Listening
Open Mic Nite, every Satur-
day 9pm-1130 – Truth Art
Gallery 1811 Adams

(taking donations to ben-
efit the gallery)

The Financial Design Group 
is proud to welcome

Kevin S. McQueen and James Hall

to the FDG family

objectives 419.843.4737 
Financial Design Group, 3230 Central Park West Suite 100, Toledo, OH 43617, is independently 
owned and operated, Securities offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc., Member 
FINRA/SIPC.     TR# 69769

D.O.F.U. 06/05/09



The Sojourner’s Truth June 09, 2010Page 14

Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

2811 Inwood - $89,000
Need a lot of space? Here’s over 2300 
sq. ft/5 bdrms; 2 baths waiting for your 
repairs/cosmetic upgrades to restore it to 
its natural beauty. Possible short sale.

Call Rickie for an appointment (419.494.6972) 

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

REDUCED!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

909 Blum $7,000

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

REDUCED!

$69,900

2428 Lawton
$29,900

2 Full baths, central air, updated kitchen, 
newer cabinets, block windows in 
basement, garage w/carport

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $50,000
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

2409 Lawton - $30,000
Great for a 1st time home buyer or inves-
tor. Large LR/DR with 3 bdrms. Add your 
cosmetic repairs to bring out the natural 
character of this home.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $155,800
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 
baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma 419.297.2301 today for a showing.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1027 W. Woodruff
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bathrooms 

 Kitchen Appliances Central Air 
Basement 2-Car Garage

Down Payment Assistant Available For 
Eligible And More!!

JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Emory 

NO MORE STAIRS!!!
1500 Roosevelt Avenue

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     All Brick, 1 story 3 beds with 
                     1.5 Bath with Hugh Kitchen, 2 car
                                GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH  43560
419.460.1343

Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

Call

Video, and Photography

Grace Edwards            

Broker/Licensed in Ohio & Michigan

BUS (419) 693-0591
FAX (419) 726-5650
RES (419) 729-9494 
www.disalle-realestate.com
3623 NAVARRE AVE.
OREGON, OH 43616 the home team!

THE REAL PROS!
    

G. Fab
Custom Clothing & Graphic Design

Graphic Design Layouts for:

*Business Cards

*Brochures

* Invitations

*Flyers

*Obituaries

Custom Printed:

*T Shirts

*Hoodies

* Hats

*Jackets

*Jeansc
Special rates for Churches and Non-Profit Organizations

Contact Jason

at
419.467.4320

or
gfab@buckeye-
express.com

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Plumbing, Gas Lines, Electrical - NEW! Furnaces 
Installed and Serviced - No job too big or too 

small For good quality service at an excellent price! 
FREE ESTIMATES * Fully Insured

Contact ERIC at (419) 480-7096 Please leave message!

Black MarketPlace
                                  909 Blum $7,000

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

Please call 
Bessie 419.260.0215 

ANAR Accounting Services
Rana Daniels, ATP - Tax Accountant
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Individual Taxes, Corporate Taxes, 

Financial Planning and Administrative Services 
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services, 

Call Now to Set up an appointment 419.727.1501
www.anaracct.com 

FIRST HOME OR INVESTMENT!
1749 MACOMBER - $29,900

Three Bd and One Bath, Living Rm w/Decorative 
Fireplace, Kitchen W/Breakfast Nook, Newer Furnace, Roof 
and Hot Water Tank, Well Maintained, Move-In Condition

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
  A black farmer takes his sons to see a silent horror film showing 
at a new theater Halloween night in 1930, in central Texas. Nearly 
500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a 
vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son, 
Lijah, who consoles himself with his father's assurance that in the 
film, “they just be killing white folks”. Download at 
lulu.com/content/5743710 for only $5.00

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big 
profits from your “small” investment only to find out when 
your package comes you have to invest more money to 
make the “big” profits? Stop the madness! Earn $100 in a 
week using your email or cell phone contacts. It’s easy, 
almost free ($10 investment), no sales experience is 
required and there are no hidden costs. 
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com

SOLD

Real Estate Sales - Property Management
Lease Purchase & Rental

Condominiums Apartments
We are a FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE 

Company
Call 419.810.7097   Office 419.537.1090

Kimberly is a licensed realtor for 10 years.
Kimberly Brown

Realtor

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive

Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements

Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -    

        www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
     drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610Traci Barner

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

GREAT BUY!
3 bdrms - 1 full bath - livingroom/dining combo 
with cozy kitchen. Beautifully landscaped with 
fenced in yard. Move in ready!

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location, 

location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one 

floor. Lots of  storage, private garage. One great unit.

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must 

see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built 

for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer.
 Seaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

WHY RENT? . . . INVEST!!
1637-39 Potomac Drive

Owner Occupancy w/Rental Income, 2 bds, Living Rm, 
Dining Rm, Kitchen w/Breakfast Nook, Custom finished 
Basement w/Bar, Office,Cedar Closet, 2 Car Garage

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

Good Credit or Bad
Need a Car?
New or Used

Call JP the Stork
He Delivers 

419.320.0863

DEBT RELIEF?

 CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

                  $650.00 plus court costs

              FREE ADVICE

                    ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER

419-249-2703
a debt relief agency per the bky code

Contact Jason at
419.779.2811

gfab1@buckeye-
express.com

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for 
owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks, 
new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of  large living 
areas and lots of  storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access 
for showings.

 
         Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Seaway Asset Management

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May include other incentives if  you purchase now! Unique two-story 
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500 
sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1st floor LNDY room, large 
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!

 
         

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Seaway Asset Management

     
    

  
   

        
       

    

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

Real Estate Sales - Property Management
Lease Purchase & Rental

Condominiums Apartments
We are a FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE 

Company
Call 419.810.7097   Office 419.537.1090

Kimberly is a licensed realtor for 10 years.
Kimberly Brown

Realtor

“PODIATRIST KEEPS PATIENTS ON THEIR FEET’

1857 N. Reynolds Rd. Toledo, OH  43615
Schedule an appointment by calling  419-537-9877

Dr. Edna M. Jean, DPM

Bunions, hammer toes, and plantar fascities are
some of the common foot problems. Dr. Edna M.
Jean, DPM deals with every day.  She sees a lot
of ingrown toenails and fungal nail infections. She
also treats diabetics and orders diabetic shoes for
those who qualify..  As a podiatrist, Dr. Jean
literally helps keep you on your feet.

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

1310 Prospect * SALE PRICE $17,000 
Cash or Conventional

“Fixer-Upper’s Dream Come True” - Solid home with 
lots of character in established neighborhool. Many 
mechanical updates and plenty of storage. Sold “as is”.

L’Ambiance
Banquet Hall & Catering Service

Wedding Ceremonies  Conferences
Graduation Parties  Holiday Parties
Corporate Events  Family Reunions
Birthday Parties  Special Events

Takang Abunaw 5327 Renwyck Dr.
 Toledo, Ohio 43615
419.508.3999 ph
419.534.2392 fax

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option 

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

NEW PRICE!!    PERFECT STARTER
IN MOVE-IN CONDITION!! 1818 MACOMBER

2 bds, living rm, dining rm w/hardwood floors. All new 
windows. Newer roof, furnace, and hot water tank. C/A, 
Security System & Patio in rear yard. Appliances stay

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
  Cell 419.350.7514

environment. The program
will help better prepare stu-
dents for these future ca-
reers and help assist north-
west Ohio’s economic tran-
sition from the automobile
industry to renewable ener-
gies.

“Project-Based Science
makes the learning relevant
and interesting to stu-
dents,” said Charlene
Czerniak, Ed.D., University
of Toledo professor of cur-
riculum and instruction and

Teacher LEADERS
(Continued from Page 10)

a co-investigator on the
grant. “It is a way of orga-
nizing the curriculum around
relevant topics such as is
northwest Ohio a sustain-
able region? And then
teaching about the environ-
ment, geography, climate
and more around that ques-
tion.”

The teachers will begin
their courses June 14 with
scientists and professors at
UT in areas of physics,
chemistry, environmental

science, engineering and
education that will give them
more content expertise and
ways to better relate the in-
formation to their students.

Upon returning to their
districts, the participants
will be teacher leaders and
work to educate their col-
leagues in the new materials
so the whole district ben-
efits.

“This program, which
builds on our current prac-
tices of teacher leaders help-

ing shape curriculum in our
district, will allow all our
teachers and students to
benefit,” said Jan Kilbride,
chief academic officer of
Toledo Public Schools and
a co-investigator on the
project. “It’s important for
our science teachers to keep
up-to-date in this changing
and growing field that is so
important for our students
who will have opportunities
for worthwhile careers
around sustainability.”

The participants will take
2 ½ summers of courses
through the program and
upon completion will receive
a master’s degree in arts and
education. A second class
of teachers from Akron City
Schools and Monroe
County Intermediate School
district will begin their
courses in 2012.

It’s estimated that by its
conclusion, 86,000 K-12 stu-
dents will benefit from the
LEADERS program.

“As our energy economy
changes, students will need
to know about the new types
of energies available and
how they fit into our energy
use as a society,” said Dr.
Kevin Czajkowski, UT pro-
fessor of geography who
also is a co-investigator on
the project. “In addition, we
hope that this project sparks
the interest in students to
seek careers in renewable
energy. They are the inno-
vators of the future.”
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Doves Manor Apartments
Now Accepting Applications

1 Bedroom Apartments for Seniors 62+
All utilities included, Income-based rent, Library,

Fitness Center, Wellness Clinic, Extra Storage, Cen-
tral air and heat, On-site laundry facilities

Applications are accepted Monday - Friday from
9:30AM to 12:30PM. Call (419) 389-
9999 for details.

House for Rent
North End. Fenced in
Full basement. Deck

2 Bedrooms, 1 ½ baths
419 726-2758

Wanted
I buy diabetes supplies

And test strips
Call 419-740-7162

Please leave a message

House for Rent
3545 Dean Avenue. One level, two bedroom.

Screened-in back porch,
alarm system and garage.

See it to believe it!!
Rent, deposit, security check required.

Call 419-514-4011 Aisha’s Housing

THE WILLARD APARTMENTS
2257 Upton Avenue

Preferred Properties, Inc. is accepting applica-
tions for a 1 bedroom ($365) and 2 bedroom ($415)
apartments with a gas allowance.
Section 8 vouchers accepted.

Application fee is $25. For an
appointment to apply or more infor-
mation call (419) 389-0361.

Attention All Vendors
Join us for this year’s 6th Annual African

American Festival To be held
Saturday, July 10 – Sunday, July 11, 2009

At The University of Toledo’s Scott Park
Campus

Contact Suzette Cowell at 419.255.8876 for
more information

Call TODAY - Space is limited!!

Salon Needs Techs
New! South Toledo Nail Salon is seeking the

following: Esthetician and Nail Technician.
Booth rent $50.00 per week to start, commission

possible. For information call Roxy at (419) 380-9528.

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE

Now Accepting Applications

1 AND 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS

A Senior Community for Per-
sons 55 and Older. Rent Based on

Income. Heat, Appliances, Drapes and Carpeting
Included. Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

Mobile Benefits Bank Advocate

Want to make a real difference in
someone’s life?

Come and join us

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE)
has established a Mobile Benefit Bank (MBB) in
Lucas County. The MBB helps low-income individu-
als and families access and apply for public benefits
and credit programs for which they may be eligible
using the Ohio Benefit Bank online system.

ABLE is seeking to enroll an additional Advocate
through the AmeriCorps Program to identify and
screen individuals for benefit eligibility through out-
reach events at a variety of community access
points.  The individual will work from ABLE’s Toledo
Office.

Candidates must be able to work well with low-
income individuals and groups; have excellent com-
munication skills; be computer proficient; and com-
mitted to the principle of equal justice.  Relevant
college degree highly preferred. Experience working
in the area of government benefits is preferred.
Fluency in Spanish is highly preferred.

Compensation is set by federal statute. Partici-
pants are eligible for a living allowance, health insur-
ance, and an education award for each full year of
service. Twelve month commitment required. Mini-
mum 35 hour work week with some weekend and
evening activities required.

Applications will be accepted until June 21,
2010.  Email a cover letter, resume, and list of
references, in Word or PDF format, to:

apply@ablelaw.org
Subject:  AmeriCorps MBB Advocate

ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Brand New Flea Market
Vendors wanted. Great location; Great traffic;

Great extra money
Call 866-424-1544

For Rent
Two bedroom duplex at 426 Dexter,

North Toledo
$450. Refrigerator and stove included

Call 419-559-6132

INVITATION FOR BIDS
The Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority is

seeking bids from qualified contractors to furnish all
labor, materials, and equipment for the following two
(2) projects.

Job/ Location Job Number Walk-Thru
Date Bid Opening Date

Roof Replacement at 201 Belmont 210073
June 14, 2010 @ 10:00am June 23, 2010 @
11:00am

   Roof Replacement at Parqwood Apts.
210072 June 14, 2010 @ 11:00am
June 22, 2010 @ 11:00am

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in
the 2nd Floor Conference Room on the dates shown
above, in the Modernization Department, at 201
Belmont Street.  Contract documents and technical
specifications/drawings will be available from the
Modernization Department, and will be provided upon
request.  You may also download the bid package at
www.lucasmha.org.  If prints are part of the package,
they will have to be picked up.

Each bid shall be accompanied by cash, an
approved surety company bid bond, or a certified
check upon a solvent bank, made payable to the
Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority in an amount
equal to five (5) percent of the bid, tendered as a bid
guarantee (if required) that the bidder will, if the award
is made to him, enter into a bona fide contract with
Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority for this work
and furnish proper guarantee bonding as required
under the specifications within a period of ten (10)
days after the awarding of the contract

The prevailing wages for this locality, as estab-
lished by the Department of Labor as Wage Determi-
nation OH20100028, as modified, must be paid all
persons employed for this work.

All bidders shall be required to meet the Affirma-
tive Action requirements and Equal Employment
Opportunity requirements as described in Executive
Order #11246. Each bidder must insure that all
employees and applicants for employment are not
discriminated against because of their race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, disability, handicap,
age, ancestry, creed, or military status.

LUCAS METROPOLITAN
HOUSING AUTHORITY

MODERNIZATION DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lucas County Children Services (LCCS) is issuing
a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Mentoring for Fami-
lies/Parents to Support In-Home Placements.

The goal is to help improve behaviors impacting
family dysfunction that may result in the recurrence of
maltreatment, placement re-entry, placement stabil-
ity and/or reunification through the use of mentoring
services that target their needs and, therefore, perma-
nency, family/school stability and overall well-being.

LCCS is seeking proposals from non-profit and for-
profit agencies or entities capable and willing to
provide mentoring services to families/parents.  RFP
materials will be available from June 7 at 9:00 a.m.,
through June 15, 2010 at 4:00 p.m., at 705 Adams St.,
Toledo, Ohio, 43604.  To make arrangements to pick
up an RFP packet, call 419-213-3658.  An applicant
information meeting regarding the RFP will be held on
June 15, 2010 at

9:00 a.m., in Room 913, 705 Adams St.

The deadline for submitting completed proposals
(NO FAX) is Friday, July 2, 2010, at 4:00 p.m.  No
proposal will be accepted after that deadline.

By
Dean Sparks, Executive Director
Lucas County Children Services

Business Cards
1000 for only $100.00

2 sided - Design/Print call 419.779.2811
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Blessings come in differ-
ent ways, come anytime and
come from anywhere. One
just has to have the ability to
decipher when blessings are
in the making.

They can also be found
through an organization.

Women Blessing Women
(WBW), a non-profit orga-
nization, “serves, blesses,
and empowers women to
achieve their potential, to
obtain living wage jobs, and
break the cycle of poverty,”
according to the group’s mis-
sion statement.

Through special events,
their Empowerment Program
and free services, the mem-
bers strive to make a differ-
ence with women in the city.

An event that has gained
popularity over time is the
“5th Annual Spring Bless-
ings: Fashion Show and Lun-
cheon” held this year at the
Lourdes College Gymna-
sium on June 5.

Glenda Hayes, the interim
director of WBW, says that
this event was a fundraiser
for the organization in order
to obtain grants and bring in
additional support. It is to
support the overall cause of
WBW.

“Besides the programs
that we offer and the job and
GED preparedness services,
this program was a coming

Women Blessing Women – Changing Lives, Empowering Women
By Brittany Jones
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

out for the ladies in terms of
leaving that ‘comfort zone,”
said Hayes. “It was a way for
them to build confidence not
only in the public sphere, but
for life all around.”

Twenty tables were filled
with supporters, participants
and volunteers—out of this
large group of women, only
two were men.

The Mistress of Ceremo-
nies and Board Chairman of
WBW, Laurie Neary, got the

program going with a wel-
come and acknowledged
many who help the associa-
tion such as staff, participants
and volunteers.

“I hope that possibly that
a fashion will catch your eye.
I hope that the food will fill
your stomachs, but most im-
portantly I hope that the
bishop of WBW and the sto-
ries of our women will cap-
ture your heart.”

Sister Annette

Langenderfer led prayer cre-
ated especially for the minis-
try of WBW. The lunch was
provided by Outback
Steakhouse, which was the
fourth time of the restaurant
has done so free of charge.

Following the meal was
the fashion show put on by
six women associated with
WBW with one graduate,
Anita Garcia. The other la-
dies involved were Hazel
Briggs, Tracey Graves, April
Halterman, Paula Knowles,
Nichelle “Nikki” Mitchell
and Janay Williams.

The women modeled
fashions from Fashion Bug
and did two scenes: School
and Career Days and Sum-
mer Breeze.

Board of Trustee’s mem-
bers, Felicia Clark and Linda
Miller, MC’d the show and
the two men in the audi-
ence—James Galloway and
Derek Jones—were escorts
for the second scene.

Hayes introduced the par-
ticipants and then the mod-
els had the chance to give
their testimonials about how
WBW has influences their
lives for the better.

Keynote speaker, Con-
gresswoman Marcy Kaptur,
was set to arrive earlier in the
program, but did not show
up until 1:20 p.m. She was
held back by an accident in-
volving a broken telephone
pole that delayed her time of
arrival.

In the mean time, Sister
Langenderfer and Janette
Robertson managed the raffle
and 50/50 drawing. In addi-
tion, Sister Dorothy Thum
carried out announcements
of future events and a de-
scription of the WBW en-
dowment fund.

Garcia introduced Con-
gresswoman Kaptur once she
had arrived.

Kaptur congratulated the
organization for being such
an influence in the commu-
nity and helping women who

want to advance in the world.
Kaptur encouraged those to
understand that there are still
people out there that are will-
ing to aid in any possible
way.

The congresswoman
summed up WBW with a
story of her experience with
the significance of an under-
tow in the ocean and its ef-
fect it can have on a person.

“Women Blessing
Women is one of the under-
tows in the community that
is making an extraordinary
difference,” she said. “It is
not forceful like a wave
straight on, but it has an im-
pact in the lives of individual

women who are advancing
and moving forward.”

To conclude the event,
Robertson gave thanks to the
audience and the sponsors.
Neary also closed with
thanks of appreciation and a
call for more volunteers with
the association.

Candace Brown, a volun-
teer since 2008, got involved
in order to help the ladies in
the program.

“It helps me see how much
Women Blessing Women
can change a women’s life
and how much an education
can get you far and into dif-
ferent venues jobs,” she said.

“Women Blessing
Women’s unique holistic and

comprehensive program pro-
vides the resources and skills
to enable women to obtain
their G.E.D., increase their
self-confidence, and lift
themselves out of poverty by
obtaining living wage em-
ployment.”

The organization has been
in operation since March of
1995.

The Empowerment pro-
gram is provided at no cost
to participants. Services are
offered to women 18 and
over, without regard to eth-
nic background, race, or re-
ligion.

It offers women the tools
to thrive in their career and
in their lives.

Glenda Hayes (center) with models

Anita Garcia models-casual

Paula Knowles




