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My mother is a dance in-
structor, my father a percus-
sionist/drummer.

My childhood in the 80s/
90s left me with many memo-
ries of June as a busy month.
Our family’s African dance
troupe, Creative Impulse,
would constantly have per-
formances around the area
especially during the so-
called

Black Music Month.
Having my own label

years later, my singers would
perform at some of these
events and Toledo would
actually feel alive with cel-
ebrations of rhythm and
sound catered to African-
American traditions of soul,
funk, jazz and R&B (occasion-
ally some hip-hop).

But what is black music?
Does it really need its own

month? Are black people
even the ones appreciating
‘black’ music?  Is it another
undeserved moment of spe-
cial recognition?

Oh, don’t get it twisted…
I encounter black and white
people on a routine basis who
feel that NOW since we have
a black president (not to men-
tion Oprah) that we no longer
have a need to address our
own identity in a nation where
our identity has never been
rightfully acknowledged.

But if we are going to re-
ceive recognition for our
music, what should we do
with it?

Do You Celebrate June as Black Music Month?
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

WHY IS BLACK MUSIC
IMPORTANT?

Well, those hundreds of
years bringing Africans to
this country and forcing them
to the crushing degradation
of slavery created two Ameri-
cas.

Which is why there’s a
national anthem (which I
rarely recite) and also a Black
National Anthem – not to
celebrate division, but to ac-
knowledge we were brought
here divided from all that this
country was supposed to be.

When black slaves were
forced to adopt their masters’
religious views, we carried
over that “call & response”
from our native land and made
it a backbone of our new spiri-
tual ritual in the beginning of
the black church.

The black church gave
birth to much of the music
you hear today.

From Negro spirituals and
hymns to the chord structure
and slow tempos of blues
music to rock n roll (hope I’m
not moving too fast, if you’re
still reading I assume you
know most of this).

Jazz music escapes exact
textbook definition but one
thing for certain, it’s original
and native to this country
and it has our fingerprints all
over it.

Without black music,
there would be no Rolling
Stones, The Beatles or Elvis
Presley. Without black mu-
sic, the sad stories of country
music would never have been
popular enough to become a
genre. Rock would have never
evolved and all of the politi-
cal stances from artists like
Johnny Cash to Public En-
emy wouldn’t have been as
useful in the medium of popu-
lar music.

Personally, since I suck at
drawing, music has been my
expression since, well … con-
sidering my parents, since
before I was born.

Music itself takes every-

thing inside, and illustrates it
for the world to hear. Your
day, your life, your problems,
your pain, your joy, your is-
sues, your desires. Whatever
is in you, music is the most
compelling art form to get it
out and appreciated by the
masses.

DO WE APPRECIATE
BLACK MUSIC?

Black teenagers dress like
80’s punk rockers and white
singers like Adam Levine,
Joss Stone, Natasha
Beddingfield and even our
own Mama Sox regularly sing
with more passion and soul
than many black singers.

As B.I.G. said, “Things
Done Changed”

Yet, the topsy-turvy times
in which we live are full of
possibility, the problem is that
young black people are THE
LAST ones to truly study and
appreciate music and black
music.

Let me tell you how bad it
really is.

Earlier this decade I won a
few poetry contests with a
poem containing this line:
“the essence of ebony is the
source of the vibe.”

It was a play on words
alluding to the fact that we
are in control of our own media
(in a way) and it’s our music
and influence that is ruling
the cultural landscape.

But even since the days I
wrote that there has been a
decline in how many black
youth engage in the discus-
sions on topics in Vibe, XXL
and The Source. OUR OWN
MUSIC and culture pre-
sented to us on a regular ba-
sis.

In the 90s, I and other teen-
agers loved discussing our
music.

We loved debating: 112
vs. Jagged Edge, Boyz II Men
vs. Jodeci, Brandi vs. Monica
and of course as Jay Z said
“… and argue all day, whose
the best emcee: Biggie, Jay Z

or Nas.”
We were having discus-

sions about our music. Now
we are all too busy trying to
be the next one on the cover
of XXL that we don’t have
time to invest in digesting the
music being made by those
already on the cover.

The microwave culture of
America has made everything
disposable, and with hip-hop
at the forefront of black mu-
sic for as long as I’ve been
alive… if hip-hop eats itself
alive we won’t have anyone
to blame but us.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Toledo hates when I men-

tion my own music company
in my article but it’s my point
of view from the ground floor
so … hey.

Today, I was working on
vocally developing one of my
R&B/soul artists.

I had her sing classic soul
songs and some recent clas-
sics.

We teach all of our artists
to treat each lyric written, and
each word rapped or melody
sung as if it’s going into the
ear of a listener intent on get-
ting quality.

I know it’s not just U.G.E.,
I see many other music com-
panies/artists in the T really
trying to offer meaningful
music to their audiences.

But for all the effort we put
into respecting our audience
enough to give them the real,
what do we do when they still
just want another song about
popping champagne and
riding 28-inch rims to the
club?

Is it music appreciation
when a 14-year-old hears a
rapper spit about Evisu Jeans
(which costs upwards of
$500) and now the next rhyme
he spits eschews the same
sentiment? NO, that’s not
appreciation.

To be honest with you, I’d
say 70 percent of the people
I encounter making music
aren’t concerned with offer-
ing any fulfilling expression
to improve the art form.

And you don’t have to be
the next Raheem Devaughn
or India Arie to better the art
form. Hell, Fabolous is not
deep. But his intellect and wit
on topics that people DO re-
late to are still just as valuable
as Mos Def & Talib Kweli’s
track “History” on Mos new
album.

It’s about balance. We
can’t appreciate a damn thing
when we are all rushing
through the door trying to be
the next one on stage.

And there won’t be any
appreciating going on if…

Wait.
Look. Can I be super real

right now? This is coming
from me as a music maker and
music lover. Like my dude
Waymon/Italaz says…
TRUTHTALK right here: We
aren’t appreciating music.
We are TOLERATING music
in 2010.

Why do you think most
people get their music from
youtube these days?

Because all that old stuff
we loved is still there and it
saves us from the radio. Ad-
mit it, you are shocked as hell
if you hear three good songs

in a row these days. At the
club or on the radio, you be
like “okay!!, yea!!”.

You can hate me if you
want, but I will say that U.G.E.
is our music company and we
are desperately trying to re-
store that balance. Trying to
bring quality music in all forms
back to the listeners.

We stand in alliance with
people like Italaz, S.S.T.R.E.S.,
Soulbeat, Hustle Hand, Be
Original Boys, Huntor Prey,
Great Lakes, 4th Coast, p360,
Glassfam, Embrace Ent, Pos
Mov and many, many, many
other Toledo based move-
ments who are all good at
what they do (can’t name
everyone).

Because local or global,
from LeAnn Rimes to Busta
Rhymes… I appreciate mu-
sic. This art form is how I
want to put food on the table,
and this expression is how
we all put our souls at ease…
if we appreciate each other
more, we will appreciate mu-
sic including black music.
And if we listen, just listen…
I think we can make our an-
cestors proud.

Facebook search or email:
glasscitytruth@yahoo.com

Celebrate with us, Friday
June 18 Club Eclipse!

And get ready for BASH
AT THE BAY 2010 !!

Oh yeah ... The Listening
Open Mic Nite, every Satur-
day 9pm-1130 – Truth Art
Gallery 1811 Adams

(taking donations to ben-
efit the gallery)

The Financial Design Group 
is proud to welcome

Kevin S. McQueen and James Hall

to the FDG family

objectives 419.843.4737 
Financial Design Group, 3230 Central Park West Suite 100, Toledo, OH 43617, is independently 
owned and operated, Securities offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc., Member 
FINRA/SIPC.     TR# 69769

D.O.F.U. 06/05/09
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Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

2811 Inwood - $89,000
Need a lot of space? Here’s over 2300 
sq. ft/5 bdrms; 2 baths waiting for your 
repairs/cosmetic upgrades to restore it to 
its natural beauty. Possible short sale.

Call Rickie for an appointment (419.494.6972) 

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

REDUCED!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

909 Blum $7,000

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

REDUCED!

$69,900

2428 Lawton
$29,900

2 Full baths, central air, updated kitchen, 
newer cabinets, block windows in 
basement, garage w/carport

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $50,000
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

2409 Lawton - $30,000
Great for a 1st time home buyer or inves-
tor. Large LR/DR with 3 bdrms. Add your 
cosmetic repairs to bring out the natural 
character of this home.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $155,800
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 
baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma 419.297.2301 today for a showing.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1027 W. Woodruff
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bathrooms 

 Kitchen Appliances Central Air 
Basement 2-Car Garage

Down Payment Assistant Available For 
Eligible And More!!

JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Emory 

NO MORE STAIRS!!!
1500 Roosevelt Avenue

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     All Brick, 1 story 3 beds with 
                     1.5 Bath with Hugh Kitchen, 2 car
                                GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH  43560
419.460.1343

Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

Call

Video, and Photography

Grace Edwards            

Broker/Licensed in Ohio & Michigan

BUS (419) 693-0591
FAX (419) 726-5650
RES (419) 729-9494 
www.disalle-realestate.com
3623 NAVARRE AVE.
OREGON, OH 43616 the home team!

THE REAL PROS!
    

G. Fab
Custom Clothing & Graphic Design

Graphic Design Layouts for:

*Business Cards

*Brochures

* Invitations

*Flyers

*Obituaries

Custom Printed:

*T Shirts

*Hoodies

* Hats

*Jackets

*Jeansc
Special rates for Churches and Non-Profit Organizations

Contact Jason

at
419.467.4320

or
gfab@buckeye-
express.com

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Plumbing, Gas Lines, Electrical - NEW! Furnaces 
Installed and Serviced - No job too big or too 

small For good quality service at an excellent price! 
FREE ESTIMATES * Fully Insured

Contact ERIC at (419) 480-7096 Please leave message!

Black MarketPlace
                                  909 Blum $7,000

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

Please call 
Bessie 419.260.0215 

ANAR Accounting Services
Rana Daniels, ATP - Tax Accountant
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Individual Taxes, Corporate Taxes, 

Financial Planning and Administrative Services 
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services, 

Call Now to Set up an appointment 419.727.1501
www.anaracct.com 

FIRST HOME OR INVESTMENT!
1749 MACOMBER - $29,900

Three Bd and One Bath, Living Rm w/Decorative 
Fireplace, Kitchen W/Breakfast Nook, Newer Furnace, Roof 
and Hot Water Tank, Well Maintained, Move-In Condition

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
  A black farmer takes his sons to see a silent horror film showing 
at a new theater Halloween night in 1930, in central Texas. Nearly 
500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a 
vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son, 
Lijah, who consoles himself with his father's assurance that in the 
film, “they just be killing white folks”. Download at 
lulu.com/content/5743710 for only $5.00

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big 
profits from your “small” investment only to find out when 
your package comes you have to invest more money to 
make the “big” profits? Stop the madness! Earn $100 in a 
week using your email or cell phone contacts. It’s easy, 
almost free ($10 investment), no sales experience is 
required and there are no hidden costs. 
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com

SOLD

Real Estate Sales - Property Management
Lease Purchase & Rental

Condominiums Apartments
We are a FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE 

Company
Call 419.810.7097   Office 419.537.1090

Kimberly is a licensed realtor for 10 years.
Kimberly Brown

Realtor

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive

Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements

Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -    

        www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
     drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610Traci Barner

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

GREAT BUY!
3 bdrms - 1 full bath - livingroom/dining combo 
with cozy kitchen. Beautifully landscaped with 
fenced in yard. Move in ready!

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location, 

location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one 

floor. Lots of  storage, private garage. One great unit.

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must 

see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built 

for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer.
 Seaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

WHY RENT? . . . INVEST!!
1637-39 Potomac Drive

Owner Occupancy w/Rental Income, 2 bds, Living Rm, 
Dining Rm, Kitchen w/Breakfast Nook, Custom finished 
Basement w/Bar, Office,Cedar Closet, 2 Car Garage

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

Good Credit or Bad
Need a Car?
New or Used

Call JP the Stork
He Delivers 

419.320.0863

DEBT RELIEF?

 CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

                  $650.00 plus court costs

              FREE ADVICE

                    ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER

419-249-2703
a debt relief agency per the bky code

Contact Jason at
419.779.2811

gfab1@buckeye-
express.com

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for 
owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks, 
new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of  large living 
areas and lots of  storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access 
for showings.

 
         Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Seaway Asset Management

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May include other incentives if  you purchase now! Unique two-story 
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500 
sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1st floor LNDY room, large 
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!

 
         

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Seaway Asset Management

     
    

  
   

        
       

    

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

Real Estate Sales - Property Management
Lease Purchase & Rental

Condominiums Apartments
We are a FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE 

Company
Call 419.810.7097   Office 419.537.1090

Kimberly is a licensed realtor for 10 years.
Kimberly Brown

Realtor

“PODIATRIST KEEPS PATIENTS ON THEIR FEET’

1857 N. Reynolds Rd. Toledo, OH  43615
Schedule an appointment by calling  419-537-9877

Dr. Edna M. Jean, DPM

Bunions, hammer toes, and plantar fascities are
some of the common foot problems. Dr. Edna M.
Jean, DPM deals with every day.  She sees a lot
of ingrown toenails and fungal nail infections. She
also treats diabetics and orders diabetic shoes for
those who qualify..  As a podiatrist, Dr. Jean
literally helps keep you on your feet.

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

1310 Prospect * SALE PRICE $17,000 
Cash or Conventional

“Fixer-Upper’s Dream Come True” - Solid home with 
lots of character in established neighborhool. Many 
mechanical updates and plenty of storage. Sold “as is”.

L’Ambiance
Banquet Hall & Catering Service

Wedding Ceremonies  Conferences
Graduation Parties  Holiday Parties
Corporate Events  Family Reunions
Birthday Parties  Special Events

Takang Abunaw 5327 Renwyck Dr.
 Toledo, Ohio 43615
419.508.3999 ph
419.534.2392 fax

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option 

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

NEW PRICE!!    PERFECT STARTER
IN MOVE-IN CONDITION!! 1818 MACOMBER

2 bds, living rm, dining rm w/hardwood floors. All new 
windows. Newer roof, furnace, and hot water tank. C/A, 
Security System & Patio in rear yard. Appliances stay

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
  Cell 419.350.7514

environment. The program
will help better prepare stu-
dents for these future ca-
reers and help assist north-
west Ohio’s economic tran-
sition from the automobile
industry to renewable ener-
gies.

“Project-Based Science
makes the learning relevant
and interesting to stu-
dents,” said Charlene
Czerniak, Ed.D., University
of Toledo professor of cur-
riculum and instruction and

Teacher LEADERS
(Continued from Page 10)

a co-investigator on the
grant. “It is a way of orga-
nizing the curriculum around
relevant topics such as is
northwest Ohio a sustain-
able region? And then
teaching about the environ-
ment, geography, climate
and more around that ques-
tion.”

The teachers will begin
their courses June 14 with
scientists and professors at
UT in areas of physics,
chemistry, environmental

science, engineering and
education that will give them
more content expertise and
ways to better relate the in-
formation to their students.

Upon returning to their
districts, the participants
will be teacher leaders and
work to educate their col-
leagues in the new materials
so the whole district ben-
efits.

“This program, which
builds on our current prac-
tices of teacher leaders help-

ing shape curriculum in our
district, will allow all our
teachers and students to
benefit,” said Jan Kilbride,
chief academic officer of
Toledo Public Schools and
a co-investigator on the
project. “It’s important for
our science teachers to keep
up-to-date in this changing
and growing field that is so
important for our students
who will have opportunities
for worthwhile careers
around sustainability.”

The participants will take
2 ½ summers of courses
through the program and
upon completion will receive
a master’s degree in arts and
education. A second class
of teachers from Akron City
Schools and Monroe
County Intermediate School
district will begin their
courses in 2012.

It’s estimated that by its
conclusion, 86,000 K-12 stu-
dents will benefit from the
LEADERS program.

“As our energy economy
changes, students will need
to know about the new types
of energies available and
how they fit into our energy
use as a society,” said Dr.
Kevin Czajkowski, UT pro-
fessor of geography who
also is a co-investigator on
the project. “In addition, we
hope that this project sparks
the interest in students to
seek careers in renewable
energy. They are the inno-
vators of the future.”
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Doves Manor Apartments
Now Accepting Applications

1 Bedroom Apartments for Seniors 62+
All utilities included, Income-based rent, Library,

Fitness Center, Wellness Clinic, Extra Storage, Cen-
tral air and heat, On-site laundry facilities

Applications are accepted Monday - Friday from
9:30AM to 12:30PM. Call (419) 389-
9999 for details.

House for Rent
North End. Fenced in
Full basement. Deck

2 Bedrooms, 1 ½ baths
419 726-2758

Wanted
I buy diabetes supplies

And test strips
Call 419-740-7162

Please leave a message

House for Rent
3545 Dean Avenue. One level, two bedroom.

Screened-in back porch,
alarm system and garage.

See it to believe it!!
Rent, deposit, security check required.

Call 419-514-4011 Aisha’s Housing

THE WILLARD APARTMENTS
2257 Upton Avenue

Preferred Properties, Inc. is accepting applica-
tions for a 1 bedroom ($365) and 2 bedroom ($415)
apartments with a gas allowance.
Section 8 vouchers accepted.

Application fee is $25. For an
appointment to apply or more infor-
mation call (419) 389-0361.

Attention All Vendors
Join us for this year’s 6th Annual African

American Festival To be held
Saturday, July 10 – Sunday, July 11, 2009

At The University of Toledo’s Scott Park
Campus

Contact Suzette Cowell at 419.255.8876 for
more information

Call TODAY - Space is limited!!

Salon Needs Techs
New! South Toledo Nail Salon is seeking the

following: Esthetician and Nail Technician.
Booth rent $50.00 per week to start, commission

possible. For information call Roxy at (419) 380-9528.

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE

Now Accepting Applications

1 AND 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS

A Senior Community for Per-
sons 55 and Older. Rent Based on

Income. Heat, Appliances, Drapes and Carpeting
Included. Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

Mobile Benefits Bank Advocate

Want to make a real difference in
someone’s life?

Come and join us

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE)
has established a Mobile Benefit Bank (MBB) in
Lucas County. The MBB helps low-income individu-
als and families access and apply for public benefits
and credit programs for which they may be eligible
using the Ohio Benefit Bank online system.

ABLE is seeking to enroll an additional Advocate
through the AmeriCorps Program to identify and
screen individuals for benefit eligibility through out-
reach events at a variety of community access
points.  The individual will work from ABLE’s Toledo
Office.

Candidates must be able to work well with low-
income individuals and groups; have excellent com-
munication skills; be computer proficient; and com-
mitted to the principle of equal justice.  Relevant
college degree highly preferred. Experience working
in the area of government benefits is preferred.
Fluency in Spanish is highly preferred.

Compensation is set by federal statute. Partici-
pants are eligible for a living allowance, health insur-
ance, and an education award for each full year of
service. Twelve month commitment required. Mini-
mum 35 hour work week with some weekend and
evening activities required.

Applications will be accepted until June 21,
2010.  Email a cover letter, resume, and list of
references, in Word or PDF format, to:

apply@ablelaw.org
Subject:  AmeriCorps MBB Advocate

ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Brand New Flea Market
Vendors wanted. Great location; Great traffic;

Great extra money
Call 866-424-1544

For Rent
Two bedroom duplex at 426 Dexter,

North Toledo
$450. Refrigerator and stove included

Call 419-559-6132

INVITATION FOR BIDS
The Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority is

seeking bids from qualified contractors to furnish all
labor, materials, and equipment for the following two
(2) projects.

Job/ Location Job Number Walk-Thru
Date Bid Opening Date

Roof Replacement at 201 Belmont 210073
June 14, 2010 @ 10:00am June 23, 2010 @
11:00am

   Roof Replacement at Parqwood Apts.
210072 June 14, 2010 @ 11:00am
June 22, 2010 @ 11:00am

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in
the 2nd Floor Conference Room on the dates shown
above, in the Modernization Department, at 201
Belmont Street.  Contract documents and technical
specifications/drawings will be available from the
Modernization Department, and will be provided upon
request.  You may also download the bid package at
www.lucasmha.org.  If prints are part of the package,
they will have to be picked up.

Each bid shall be accompanied by cash, an
approved surety company bid bond, or a certified
check upon a solvent bank, made payable to the
Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority in an amount
equal to five (5) percent of the bid, tendered as a bid
guarantee (if required) that the bidder will, if the award
is made to him, enter into a bona fide contract with
Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority for this work
and furnish proper guarantee bonding as required
under the specifications within a period of ten (10)
days after the awarding of the contract

The prevailing wages for this locality, as estab-
lished by the Department of Labor as Wage Determi-
nation OH20100028, as modified, must be paid all
persons employed for this work.

All bidders shall be required to meet the Affirma-
tive Action requirements and Equal Employment
Opportunity requirements as described in Executive
Order #11246. Each bidder must insure that all
employees and applicants for employment are not
discriminated against because of their race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, disability, handicap,
age, ancestry, creed, or military status.

LUCAS METROPOLITAN
HOUSING AUTHORITY

MODERNIZATION DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lucas County Children Services (LCCS) is issuing
a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Mentoring for Fami-
lies/Parents to Support In-Home Placements.

The goal is to help improve behaviors impacting
family dysfunction that may result in the recurrence of
maltreatment, placement re-entry, placement stabil-
ity and/or reunification through the use of mentoring
services that target their needs and, therefore, perma-
nency, family/school stability and overall well-being.

LCCS is seeking proposals from non-profit and for-
profit agencies or entities capable and willing to
provide mentoring services to families/parents.  RFP
materials will be available from June 7 at 9:00 a.m.,
through June 15, 2010 at 4:00 p.m., at 705 Adams St.,
Toledo, Ohio, 43604.  To make arrangements to pick
up an RFP packet, call 419-213-3658.  An applicant
information meeting regarding the RFP will be held on
June 15, 2010 at

9:00 a.m., in Room 913, 705 Adams St.

The deadline for submitting completed proposals
(NO FAX) is Friday, July 2, 2010, at 4:00 p.m.  No
proposal will be accepted after that deadline.

By
Dean Sparks, Executive Director
Lucas County Children Services

Business Cards
1000 for only $100.00

2 sided - Design/Print call 419.779.2811
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Blessings come in differ-
ent ways, come anytime and
come from anywhere. One
just has to have the ability to
decipher when blessings are
in the making.

They can also be found
through an organization.

Women Blessing Women
(WBW), a non-profit orga-
nization, “serves, blesses,
and empowers women to
achieve their potential, to
obtain living wage jobs, and
break the cycle of poverty,”
according to the group’s mis-
sion statement.

Through special events,
their Empowerment Program
and free services, the mem-
bers strive to make a differ-
ence with women in the city.

An event that has gained
popularity over time is the
“5th Annual Spring Bless-
ings: Fashion Show and Lun-
cheon” held this year at the
Lourdes College Gymna-
sium on June 5.

Glenda Hayes, the interim
director of WBW, says that
this event was a fundraiser
for the organization in order
to obtain grants and bring in
additional support. It is to
support the overall cause of
WBW.

“Besides the programs
that we offer and the job and
GED preparedness services,
this program was a coming

Women Blessing Women – Changing Lives, Empowering Women
By Brittany Jones
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

out for the ladies in terms of
leaving that ‘comfort zone,”
said Hayes. “It was a way for
them to build confidence not
only in the public sphere, but
for life all around.”

Twenty tables were filled
with supporters, participants
and volunteers—out of this
large group of women, only
two were men.

The Mistress of Ceremo-
nies and Board Chairman of
WBW, Laurie Neary, got the

program going with a wel-
come and acknowledged
many who help the associa-
tion such as staff, participants
and volunteers.

“I hope that possibly that
a fashion will catch your eye.
I hope that the food will fill
your stomachs, but most im-
portantly I hope that the
bishop of WBW and the sto-
ries of our women will cap-
ture your heart.”

Sister Annette

Langenderfer led prayer cre-
ated especially for the minis-
try of WBW. The lunch was
provided by Outback
Steakhouse, which was the
fourth time of the restaurant
has done so free of charge.

Following the meal was
the fashion show put on by
six women associated with
WBW with one graduate,
Anita Garcia. The other la-
dies involved were Hazel
Briggs, Tracey Graves, April
Halterman, Paula Knowles,
Nichelle “Nikki” Mitchell
and Janay Williams.

The women modeled
fashions from Fashion Bug
and did two scenes: School
and Career Days and Sum-
mer Breeze.

Board of Trustee’s mem-
bers, Felicia Clark and Linda
Miller, MC’d the show and
the two men in the audi-
ence—James Galloway and
Derek Jones—were escorts
for the second scene.

Hayes introduced the par-
ticipants and then the mod-
els had the chance to give
their testimonials about how
WBW has influences their
lives for the better.

Keynote speaker, Con-
gresswoman Marcy Kaptur,
was set to arrive earlier in the
program, but did not show
up until 1:20 p.m. She was
held back by an accident in-
volving a broken telephone
pole that delayed her time of
arrival.

In the mean time, Sister
Langenderfer and Janette
Robertson managed the raffle
and 50/50 drawing. In addi-
tion, Sister Dorothy Thum
carried out announcements
of future events and a de-
scription of the WBW en-
dowment fund.

Garcia introduced Con-
gresswoman Kaptur once she
had arrived.

Kaptur congratulated the
organization for being such
an influence in the commu-
nity and helping women who

want to advance in the world.
Kaptur encouraged those to
understand that there are still
people out there that are will-
ing to aid in any possible
way.

The congresswoman
summed up WBW with a
story of her experience with
the significance of an under-
tow in the ocean and its ef-
fect it can have on a person.

“Women Blessing
Women is one of the under-
tows in the community that
is making an extraordinary
difference,” she said. “It is
not forceful like a wave
straight on, but it has an im-
pact in the lives of individual

women who are advancing
and moving forward.”

To conclude the event,
Robertson gave thanks to the
audience and the sponsors.
Neary also closed with
thanks of appreciation and a
call for more volunteers with
the association.

Candace Brown, a volun-
teer since 2008, got involved
in order to help the ladies in
the program.

“It helps me see how much
Women Blessing Women
can change a women’s life
and how much an education
can get you far and into dif-
ferent venues jobs,” she said.

“Women Blessing
Women’s unique holistic and

comprehensive program pro-
vides the resources and skills
to enable women to obtain
their G.E.D., increase their
self-confidence, and lift
themselves out of poverty by
obtaining living wage em-
ployment.”

The organization has been
in operation since March of
1995.

The Empowerment pro-
gram is provided at no cost
to participants. Services are
offered to women 18 and
over, without regard to eth-
nic background, race, or re-
ligion.

It offers women the tools
to thrive in their career and
in their lives.

Glenda Hayes (center) with models

Anita Garcia models-casual

Paula Knowles




