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Community Calendar
April 29

Central MBC “A Evening with the Gentlemen:” 7 pm; 

Mission Team: 419-478-6012

April 29-30
Calvary Baptist Church Youth Explosion: “Chosen Vessel in Christ;” Friday – 6 pm 

fellowship; Saturday – 9 am to 1 pm; Saturday at 7 pm – worship service: 419-535-9793

April 30
First Annual 2K Walk-A-Thon to Support Sexual Assault Awareness: “Steps to Healing 

and Wholeness;” Ottawa Park; 10 am registration: 419-460-5994

Padua Center Health Fair: Noon to 4 pm: 419-241-6465

Bethesda Christian Center Cathedral Armor Bearer/Adjutant Training: Ramada Inn; 

10 am to noon: 419-944-0984

LMHA Voucher Program: Informational session; 10:30 am to 12:30 pm: 419-259-9483

May 1
Women Blessing Women Spring Blessings Fashion Show; Lourdes College; 3 pm: 

419-241-9789

Abundant Life Baptist Church First Anniversary: 4 pm services at Garden Lake Banquet 

Hall; Guest church is New Kingdom Baptist

May 2
Toledoans United for Social Action: Nehemiah Action; Friendship Bpatist; Registra-

tion at 6:15 pm: 419-241-1052

May 3-4
St. Paul Episcopal Church Spring Rummage Sale: Tuesday – 9 am to 7 pm; Wednesday 

– 9 am to 1 pm; Proceeds go to local and national charities: 419-874-4548

May 3-5
Beulah Baptist Spring Revival; 7 pm nightly

May 4-6
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance Annual Revival: Warren AME Church; 7 

pm nightly

May 6
-

ebration of Women;” Cynthia Hale guest speaker at 7 pm

May 7

to 2 pm; Speaker Missionary Arlene Glover-Bond 

May 11-15
Warren AME “Celebration of Love:” For Rev. Otis Gordon and First Lady Debra 

Gordon; Nightly revival Wed through Fri, 7 pm; Saturday night banquet at Gladieux 

Meadows – 6 pm; Sunday service at 10:45 am: 419-514-2989

May 13-14
-

May 14
Bereavement Meeting: Bethlehem Baptist Church; 10 am: 567-249-7470
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The Black Divide
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.

The Truth Contributor

   - Stokely Carmichael and Charles V. Hamilton 

Recently, the provocative black intellectual Cornel 

West, Ph.D. and the equally impassioned Rev. Al Sharpton 

went toe-to-toe publicly on MSNBC in a heated debate 

black agenda and his moderate governing style.”

At the heart of this verbal philosophical altercation 

result of a persistent African-American unemployment 

rate of 15 percent, the disproportionate decline in black 

wealth and loss of jobs, and the overrepresentation of poor 

and minorities in policies and programs on the budget 

full presidential support.

Sharpton and other “realists” counter by projecting 

the responsibility for the solution to black pain back onto 
those with the problem. “Too many of us are putting it all on the president to address 

black suffering that has always been there,” states Sharpton, suggesting that the com-

to successfully deliver a black agenda.

-

tive change for the black community while there is increasing black and progressive 

disappointment.

Has Obama become for blacks and progressives that which Frederick Douglass as-

cribed to Abraham Lincoln and his mainstream political handling of slavery at a time 

when the Civil War brought little initial change?  

(privileged) people of this country.”

While West and others rightfully insist that President Obama (and all black elected 

and public leaders) should be held accountable to an African-American agenda, there are, 

as Rev. Sharpton suggests, several relevant realities that inform 21st Century politics. 

What are these matters of fact?

First, mainstream politicians are extremely sensitive to polling data and feel, out 

of political necessity, the need to distance themselves from the old traditional black 

or poor issues. So rarely will politicians mention them for fear of driving away their 

white base of support. 

At the same time, when certain voter segments feel that the government does not 

pay attention to them, they are less likely to engage in any political activity. Obama 

and others, although often walking a political tightrope, appear to be willing to risk 

“decreasing enthusiasm” of other parts of their base by attempting to frame issues in 

general terms and across racial lines.

Secondly, the actual public policies that are legislated or implemented themselves, 

send messages about the worth of certain citizens or constituents, which directly affects 

their political participation and orientation toward government. 

The effect of policies such as Ohio SB5 can spark what had been dormant (or cross-

On the other hand, the current demonization of and marginalizing assault upon the 

-

toral participation, or in the case of mass incarceration policy, takes away the ability 

of many to participate.

Finally, for too long black ministers and other leaders in the community have been 

-

siderations for their parishioners or patrons rather than actively promoting political 

or regime change.

 The fact is, that change will come only by self-emancipation such as that which 

Du Bois called the “general strike,” where thousands of slaves walked off plantations 

had only freed those slaves who were in rebellion. 

Only when this act of self-emancipation was combined with the military and politi-

cal realities faced by Lincoln, did real policy change leading to amendments in the 

constitutional law actually occur. 

Likewise, in what now marks the 150-year anniversary of the start of the Civil War, 

black ministers and other community leaders will need to move beyond self-interest and 

leaders or organizations who have failed to focus on the needs of African Americans 

including its low-income residents.

the long awaited “jubilee” where real emancipation takes place.

       

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.Min, at 

drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org)
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“You gotta be kidding 

me!” The Hypocrisy, Irony 

and Shame of the NAACP 

and its honoring of Confed-

The Detroit Chapter of 

-

ner gala, scheduled this 

year for May 1, is billed 

as “the largest sit-down 

dinner in the country.” Past 

honorees have included a 

host of notable and some-

-

emiah Wright, President 

Bill Clinton, then-Senator 

Hillary Clinton, then-

Senator Barak Obama and 

Harry Belafonte, to name a 

few. This year the Detroit 

Branch of the NAACP has, 

in the opinion of many 

supporters, completely for-

gotten what the initials of 

NAACP stand for because 

recording artist known as 

Kid Rock. The same Kid 

the Confederate Flag at 

Boycott Looms as Detroit 
NAACP Plans to Honor 
Kid Rock at Annual Dinner
By Annette Wright 

Guest Column

If you are an ardent con-

sumer of popular literature 

including a recent cover story 

of Time Magazine surmising 

what happened to Hell, this 

article is for you.

A book that is on a best-

seller list is by a pastor named 

Rob Bell (book is named: 

Love Wins) who is trying to 

revisit the issue of Hell in 

order to minimize its impact 

on either the believer or the 

non-believer.

The essence of the recent 

spate of articles from both 

Bell, the Times and recent 

popular literature all point to 

a demand that God needs to 

rethink His position on Hell 

and who goes there Carlton 

Pearson, the “discredited” 

evangelical pastor who now 

embraces the concept of uni-

versalism in which, eventu-

ally, all people will be saved 

and join God in His heaven, 

agrees with the concepts in 

the Bell book Universalism 

is a popular notion that is 

making its rounds in certain 

liberal evangelical church 

circles.

However, the basis of this 

recent outcry from postmod-

ern theologians is that they 

view the concept of Hell as 

outdated and a psychological 

tool that is used as a bogey-

man to keep people walking 

the straight and narrow.

They further disavow 

Hell as a real place of con-

scious everlasting punish-

ment and separation from 

God as being out of touch 

with “modern” thinking; and 

that a God of love could not 

possibly create and maintain 

such a place of anguish, tor-

ment and despair.

    The moderns want God 

to lighten up and as been said 

before by others, to “air-

condition” Hell so that it is 

more palatable to people and 

thus will not scare them away 

from attending a church.

After all, it is believed 

that if you preach a place 

of eternal torment such as 

Hell, it will give people the 

A Few Words About Hell…
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq.

Guest Column

“heebie-jeebies” and they 

will not populate your church 

pews and will not think kind 

thoughts of you.

To preach or teach about 

Hell, is considered to be passé 

and gauche and that it is better 

to raise a healthy offering by 

only teaching about a loving 

God who has made heaven 

ready and available for any-

one and everyone.

Now, that concept will 

offering plates!

However, there are just 

a few things that are dead 

wrong about this age-old 

argument of dismissing Hell 

and assigning it to the dustbin 

of antiquity and that is…Hell 

is real.

It exists if you believe in 

the God of Abraham, Isaac 

believe in a heaven. It exists if 

you believe in love. It exists if 

you believe in justice. It exists 

if you believe in all wrongs 

being held accountable to a 

standard of righteous judg-

ment and penalty. It exists 

if you believe that God is a 

righteous God who will call 

into account the deeds, seen 

and unseen, of his creation

It exists primarily because 

God said so and in that, “said 

so” God through his only 

repeatedly told of its actual 

existence and his warnings of 

it being a place of conscious 

and eternal punishment for 

sins against a holy God.

    What the post moderns 

fail to explain in their at-

tempts to impugn God and 

Hell is that a righteous and 

holy God must, due to his 

nature, bring into account 

those sins against that nature 

and not to allow those who 

would cheapen and deny his 

acts of unmerited grace to go 

scott-free.

justice in our legal system 

against those who would who 

murder, rape, rob, defraud 

and commit other heinous 

acts against people, God is 

bearer for distributing justice 

and recompense to those 

who have been victims; and 

equally important, to call 

into accountability those 

who would engage in such 

unrepentant acts.

God could not be God un-

less there is a hell to pay for 

those who engage in conduct 

that has been clearly stated to 

be prohibitive and which mars 

the image of God.

God could not be righteous 

if he were to blithely allow any 

and all acts done by miscre-

ants to go unchallenged or not 

called into reckoning

Regardless of how sophis-

ticated and urbane a society 

may think it has become, 

God has not downgraded his 

standards of justice (although 

seemingly delayed but not 

denied) and righteousness but 

will call all acts done in the 

So, regardless of what 

new-fangled ideas authors, 

pastors or theologians may 

devise or scheme in order to 

dilute or minimize or even 

obliterate the concept of Hell,

Hell is here to stay for all 

of eternity…just like Heaven.

A God who has heaven, has 

a hell. Each serves its purpose 

of showing that God is love 

and love both rewards and 

punishes.

Choose not to believe 

choice. Heaven is and Hell is. 

God is not swayed by the dic-

tates and whims of mankind 

when they choose to create 

their own god(s) and a heaven 

in their own image in order 

to avoid His prescribed laws 

but they conveniently and 

intentionally leave out Hell.

   To tell a person to “go 

to Hell!” is a grievous act but 

for God to allow a person to 

choices and subsequently they 

go to Hell when Heaven was 

available…now, that is for 

all eternity.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at 

tolliver@Juno.com

his concerts, he embraces it. 

If you do a simple “Goog-

le search” of “NAACP and 

Confederate Flag” you will 

immediately retrieve an ex-

haustive list of articles and 

ongoing battle that the civil 

rights organization has had 

with all sorts of municipali-

ties, states and organizations 

-

brace the Confederate Flag. 

In a number of instances, 

of the Confederate Flag 

“evil.” And many people not 

only agree with that sum-

mation, but they have many 

other very descriptive words 

to describe their thoughts 

and feelings about the sym-

bolism of the Confederate 

Flag. Those feelings include, 

especially among African 

Americans, the pain of slav-

ery and the Civil War that 

was started, in great part, to 

preserve that evil institution 

under the guise of so-called 

“states rights.” 

South Carolina, to this 

-

capitol. For several years, a 

group of concerned citizens 

and groups have traveled to 

the state on the Dr. M. L. 

the continued flying of 

The number of people, 

groups and organizations 

that participate in the an-

nual gathering has been 

growing each year. Many 

athletic and civic organi-

zations have made the 

bold choice of boycott-

ing South Carolina when 

deciding upon a venue for 

various conferences and 

celebrations. All because 

of that Confederate Flag...

blowing in the wind as if it 

stands for something noble 

and victorious. 

So what in the world is 

going on with the Detroit 

Branch of the NAACP? 

(Continued on Page 4)
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African Art Has Arrived!!
Hundreds of wood carvings from Ghana have recently arrived at 

The Truth Gallery – masks, statues, village scenes! 
All at unbelievably low prices! 

The Gallery is open Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 4 PM

See more art online at 
www.thetruthtoledo.com

The Truth Gallery
1811 Adams Street

419-242-7650

Recipients of the 2011 

Access to Justice Awards 

will receive their awards at 

the annual Access to Justice 

Awards dinner scheduled for 

Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at The 

Pinnacle in Maumee, Ohio. 

The Access to Justice Awards 

recognizes outstanding ser-

vice in the public interest 

by attorneys, organizations, 

and community advocates in 

northwest Ohio. Presenters 

of the awards are the Toledo 

Bar (TBA) Association Pro 

Bon Legal Services Program, 

Advocates for Basic Legal 

Equality, Inc. (ABLE), and 

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, 

Inc. (LAWO).

The 2011 Award Re-

cipients are Billie Johnson, 

recipient of a Community 

Advocacy Award, best known 

for her service as founder 

and current president/CEO 

of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. 

(AOoA). Elizabeth S. Rup-

pert, MD is also a recipient 

of the Community Advocacy 

Award for her long-time work 

on behalf of vulnerable and 

disadvantaged children in the 

community. Attorney Paul T. 

Belazis is recognized with a 

Public Interest Law Award for 

lending his legal expertise to 

minorities, minority organi-

zations and the Toledo Fair 

Housing Center. 

Access to Justice Award Recipients Announced
American legal scholar to present keynote address. 
Special to The Truth

In addition, attorney Lau-

rie J. Pangle will receive a 

Distinguished Service Award 

-

cant leadership and contribu-

tions toward equal access 

to justice and her support 

of the mission and services 

provided by ABLE, LAWO, 

and the TBA Pro Bono Legal 

Services Program. Award 

candidates were nominated 

by local organizations or 

individuals and the winners 

were chosen by a selection 

committee of area leaders in 

the legal community. 

Award recipients will be 

honored at the Access to 

Justice Awards dinner featur-

ing keynote speaker Patricia 

J. Williams, legal scholar, 

and author. As a champion 

of civil rights and social 

justice, Williams writes the 

monthly column “Dairy of a 

Mad Law Professor” for the 

Nation magazine. Her wry, 

witty columns cover a variety 

of social justice issues. Be-

fore entering academia, she 

practiced law as a consumer 

advocate and Deputy City 

Attorney for the city of Los 

Angeles, and as a staff attor-

ney for the Western Center 

on Law and Poverty. She is 

currently the James L. Dohr 

Professor of Law at Columbia 

University School of Law. 

Williams is the recipient of 

the Alumnae Achievement 

Award from Wellesley, the 

Graduate Society Medal from 

Harvard, and the MacArthur 

foundation “genius grant. 

She has authored several 

books including, The Alche-

my of Race and Rights, which 

was named one of the 25 best 

books of 1991 by the Voice 

Literary Supplement and one 

of the “feminist classics of the 

last 20 years” that “literally 

changed women’s lives” by 

Ms. Magazine’s 20th Anni-

versary Edition. Her articles 

for both scholarly journals 

and popular magazines in-

cluding USA Today, Harvard 

Law Review, The New York 

Times Book Review, The 

Nation, Ms. Magazine, and 

The Village Voice. Her most 

recent book Open House of 

Family, Friends, Food, Piano 

Lessons, and the Search for 

a Room of My Own com-

bines her memoir and essays 

together. 

Proceeds from the 2011 

Access to Justice Awards 

Dinner help LAWO, ABLE 

and the TBA Pro Bono Legal 

Services Program provide 

free civil legal services to 

low-income people in north-

west Ohio. Ticket informa-

tion is available by calling 

(419) 255-0814.

Hard work and per-

severance have paid off 

for sixth grade Harvard 

Elementary student Earth 

Lyons. Wednesday, April 

13, 2011, while compet-

ing in the State Level 

competition of the You 

Be the Chemist Chal-

lenge, Earth became the 

history of the contest. 

This quiz-show style 

event features fast-paced 

chemistry questions and 

answers where local stu-

dents from Toledo Public 

Schools and St. Joseph 

School in Sylvania com-

peted for awards and 

prizes. Earth made it 

through six rounds of 

Local Student Wins 
Chemist Challenge

varying degrees of in-

-

istry based questions to 

elimination round where 

she answered two con-

secutive questions cor-

rectly and was crowned 

Champion. As the winner, 

Earth advanced to the Na-

tional You Be the Chemist 

Challenge Competition 

in Philadelphia, PA this 

summer, and won a new 

Kindle.

Although nervous 

throughout the competi-

in herself. Earth wants 

other kids to know “the 

only way to excel and 

achieve in life is to work 

hard, never give up, and 

believe in yourself”. 

Earth takes her educa-

tion very seriously and is 

scheduled to attend Mau-

mee Valley Country Day 

School next year. This 

summer Earth is looking 

forward to visiting Aus-

tralia as a Student Ambas-

sador with the People to 

People Program. 

Good Luck Earth; 

wishing you all the best 

at the National You Be 

the Chemist Challenge 

Competition in Philadel-

phia and in all your future 

endeavors!

~Mom, Nana, Aunt 

Lee, Uncle Curtis, Gracie, 

and the rest of the family. 



ACT Unveils Inaugural 
Project
Special to The Truth

Art Corner Toledo (ACT) unveils its inaugural project in UpTown Toledo on Saturday, 

April 30, 2011 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in a joint event with Toledo Grows. 

Manos’ Garden, located at 1441 Jackson Street, welcomes volunteer gardeners that 

toward sustainability in Toledo.

Formed in the spring of 2010, ACT is excited to showcase the hard work and dedica-

tion of community activists and artists. ACT Project #1 was a partnership between mural 

artist, Har Simrit Singh, and urban agriculture and sustainability agency, Toledo Grows. 

designed by the local artist with the help and input of area movers and shakers. Using 

-

sage of change and community.

-

aims to revitalize the Downtown and UpTown areas by creating works that will become 

the cornerstones of growth. The inaugural mural project celebration at Manos’ Garden is 

not to be missed, and is a great opportunity to get directly involved with ACT, and learn 

more about the Har Simrit-Singh and Toledo Grows. 

to see the transformations currently taking place in Toledo.

Please join Art Corner Toledo and Toledo Grows on Saturday, April 30 for an afternoon 

of art and activism from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. at Manos’ Garden, 1441 Jackson Street. And 

artcornertoledo@gmail.com. Or call 419-810-5804

Area residents with a passion and an enjoyment of music are encouraged to join in 

celebrating the culmination of an academic year’s worth of Department of Fine and Per-

showcase the accomplishments of Owens students and faculty in a number of performances 

ranging from vocal to instrumental.

-

plishments of our Owens Community College Department of Fine and Performing Arts 

upcoming recitals and ensembles have been mastered through academic learning within 

the classroom this past year. Events such as ‘Melodic Expressions’ provide our students 

All events will occur in the College’s Center for Fine and Performing Arts on the Toledo-

area Campus in Perrysburg Township. The schedule of events is as follows:

Thursday, April 21

Owens Jazz Ensemble

Owens student performers will showcase their many talents through numerous crowd-

pleasing musical favorites that highlight many diverse styles of jazz.

Owens Choir Concert

The College’s student choir class will present an encore edition of their Broadway 

musical song performance. A wide selection of extremely popular songs will be featured 

during the concert.

(2 p.m.) (Center for Fine and Performing Arts Rotunda)

Thursday, April 28

Owens Pop Ensemble

Owens student performers within the College’s pop ensemble class will showcase their 

musicals skills during a performance that will highlight an array of genres, including rock, 

soul and funk, among others.

Saturday, April 30

Owens Voice Recitals

Area residents are invited to enjoy the amazing sounds of the College’s vocal students 

Owens Presents “Melodic Expressions”
Sixth Annual Spring Concert Series, April 21 –  May 14

as part of an afternoon of voice recitals. The events will feature a wide range of music from 

Broadway hits to many of today’s popular chart-topping songs.

(3 p.m. and 5 p.m.) (Center for Fine and Performing Arts Studio Theatre)

Sunday, May 1

Owens Concert Band

Attendees are in for an afternoon of masterful sounds courtesy of Owens’ concert band 

class. The concert will feature a wide range of musical selections to include patriotic music, 

Broadway show tunes and marches.

(2:30 p.m.) (Center for Fine and Performing Arts Mainstage Theatre)

Saturday, May 14

Owens Faculty Voice Recital

Attendees will have the opportunity to be amazed by the musical talents of Owens Fine 

performs an array of genres during the live event.

(7 p.m.) (Center for Fine and Performing Arts Mainstage Theatre)

All the performances are open to the public. For more information about the “Melodic 

Expressions” Spring Concert Series, contact the College’s Department of Fine and Per-

forming Arts at (567) 661-7081 or 1-800-GO-OWENS, Ext. 7081.
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Senior Showcase

Exhibition.

TSA Attic Theater

First Friday

Senior Visual Art Exhibition 

333 14th

Kaleidoscope 2011

West Side Story 

Percussion and Dance

TSA Attic Theater

th

An Intimate Evening with Crystal Bowersox

th

Death by Chocolate

333 14th

Toledo School for the 
Arts Spring Schedule

‘Mr. Mummy’ and Art Historian to Give 
Presentation on Myths and Mummies at 
Toledo Museum of Art Peristyle 
Special to The Truth
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Summer Arts 
Classes

th

run through August 4th

.

Lourdes College is a sponsored ministry of 

the Sisters of St. Francis of Sylvania.

Annual Student 
Art Exhibition 
Opening at 
Lourdes
Special to The Truth

S u n d a y , 

M a y  8  –  7  p . m .

May 13 – 7:30 p.m.

th

Lourdes Choirs Celebrate Spring 
with Series of Concerts

.

Collingwood
Arts Center 
Hosting
Resident Artists 

at  or 

Lourdes College is 

a sponsored ministry 

of the Sisters of St. 

Francis of Sylvania.
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When it comes to 

arguing, nobody’s bet-

ter than you.

You argue about bed 

time, meal time, and 

bath time. You argue 

with your brother or 

sister. Some people 

might call you sas-

sy. Others might say 

you’re dissing them. 

But at school, they 

call it “debate”, and 

t h a t ’s  w h e r e  y o u 

learned that respect-

ful arguing is as old as 

America. It’s also your 

best chance to change 

what’s wrong.

But would you give 

over your entire life 

for the sake of making 

change? In the new 

audiobook Sojourner 

Truth: From Slave to 

Sojourner Truth: From Slave to Activist for Freedom by 
Mary G. Butler, performed by Allyson Johnson
c.2010, Brilliance Audio     $24.99 / $30.99 Canada    2 CDs / 1 hour, 40 mins

Activist for Freedom

by Mary G. Butler, 

performed by Allyson 

Johnson, you’ll read 

about someone who 

did.

Somewhere around 

the year 1797, a young 

girl named Isabella was 

born into slavery near 

New York City. Be-

cause Isabella’s owner, 

Colonel Hardenburgh, 

spoke Dutch, that was 

the language Isabella 

grew up speaking.

When she was about 

nine years old, Isabel-

la’s owner died and she 

was sold, along with 

a flock of sheep, for 

$100. Her new owner 

was a cruel man but 

there was nothing Isa-

bella could do because 

she was a slave and 

slaves had no rights. 

She was sold again, 

and yet again.

In 1826, because of 

a broken promise and 

forthcoming New York 

law, Isabella walked 

away from her final 

owner, with her baby 

daughter,  and was 

taken in by a family 

who helped her gain 

her freedom. She later 

sued her former owner 

on behalf of a son who 

was sold illegally and, 

in doing so, she became 

the first black woman 

to successfully sue a 

white man.

In 1827, Isabella had 

a religious vision and 

converted to Christian-

ity. After living with an 

Evangelistic group for a 

time, she left, changed 

her name to Sojourner 

Truth, and became an 

itinerant preacher. 

For most of the rest of 

her life, Truth toured the 

young United States and 

lectured on freedom, 

women’s rights and 

slavery. She recruited 

soldiers for the Union 

during the Civil War, 

wrote several books, 

utilized the courts to 

stand up for herself, 

forced desegregation, 

and bought property, 

all of which was rare 

for women – especially 

black women – at that 

time in history.

In November, 1883, 

Sojourner Truth died 

at her home near Battle 

Creek, Michigan.

While it might seem, 

just reading this review, 

Sojourner Truth: From 

Slave to Activist for 

Freedom is dry, it’s not 

entirely so.

Author Mary G. But-

ler includes plenty of 

extraneous information 

and Allyson Johnson 

adds in a bit of voice 

work for drama, but 

there’s a hidden sur-

prise on this audiobook 

that’s not mentioned 

anywhere.

Every now and then, 

the story stops for a 

“note” that explains 

different facets of So-

journer Truth’s life and 

the times in which she 

lived. These little asides 

are nice to hear, and 

make for a more mean-

ingful story.

Perhaps not surpris-

ingly, given its thor-

oughness, Sojourner 

Truth: From Slave to 

Activist for Freedom is 

good for anyone ages 9 

to adult. If you want to 

know more about this 

remarkable woman, 

this audiobook is argu-

ably one of the better 

sources.
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I appreciate anyone 

who still checks for our 

paper, not just my section 

but the entire publication. 

What you are holding in 

your hands right now is a 

labor of love.

The Internet is growing 

news source. People are 

too busy creating content 

to read content.

Most threatening of all 

however, is the fact that 

people are growing more 

and more apathetic and 

dis-interested. So reach-

ing to pick up a copy of 

The Sojourner’s Truth is 

like your own little rebel-

lion to stagnation and we 

appreciate it.

Because it keeps com-

ing up (and because I love 

telling stories),  here’s ..

HOW MY PICTURE 

GOT IN THE PAPER!

During the second year 

or so of this publication 

being in print, I walked 

my editor/boss Fletcher 

said “stand still.”

I complied.

Without warning I was 

staring down the business 

end of a Canon 10mp 

camera.

“Press pass” he said, 

then walked off.

Later that week, I got 

my laminated press pass 

which would grant me 

access to events, etc. 

Even though I had on 

one of my favorite turtle-

necks (no swag, I know) 

I hated that picture.

I asked him to take it 

over, he said no one would 

see it but who I showed it 

to – bouncers and such – 

so my futile complaints 

went silent. 

Next thing I know … 

I open the paper one day 

to my section and BAM! 

That awful picture is 

stamped next to my name 

and article!

No matter how much I 

complained and whined, 

It’s Our Anniversary!!
By Michael Hayes

Minister of Culture

there it stayed. 

“The type of writing 

you do, people need to see 

your face” was Fletcher’s 

brief explanation.

I had two issues with 

this debacle:

#1. I really, really de-

spised the picture

#2. I honestly had no 

desire to have my picture 

in the paper… not at all, 

and still don’t. 

Fletcher is my boss 

and advisor, but I had the 

sneaky suspicion he was 

somewhere rubbing his 

hands together and laugh-

ing at all of this like Mr. 

Burns on The Simpsons 

would do. 

One negative comment 

too many came my way 

from a few loyal readers 

about how wack the pic-

ture was and I decided it 

was time for some action.

One night I went down 

and I deleted that picture 

from every single com-

puter in every room. I 

mean, I went all out. 

Next issue, ahhh.. re-

lief. No picture!

People would stop me 

“hey, what happened to 

your picture being in the 

paper?”

 Me: “umm, no clue”. 

This lasted a few 

months, a few blissful 

months.

I got to be a name, but 

not a face.

Then one day.. BAM 

AGAIN!!!

A picture I had on my 

myspace page was now 

prominently displayed 

next to my article!

“Awww, maan, they got 

me!” is all that ran through 

my mind.

To make matters a bit 

more complicated, the pic 

was actually one that was 

taken after a show in Cin-

cinnati with my artists and 

I was wearing a custom 

shirt with my label name 

proudly displayed. But I 

had no idea that would 

be my pic for the paper 

(or online).

That is when other peo-

ple got intensely bothered 

that I had a pic represent-

ing my label, even though 

it was all a mishap and I 

had absolutely no control 

over it (still don’t).

I think that’s the recur-

ring message of this story,

 Hey, y’all, I have a boss 

just like everyone else!

So, I won a couple of 

battles but Fletcher wins 

the war.

I called him and said 

“Hey, I don’t want that 

pic in the article so I’ll get 

some done and send them 

to you.” 

My partner in U.G.E. 

is also a partner in Brooks 

Photography, and I had 

him give me a quick photo 

shoot and for the last few 

years you’ve seen the re-

sults of that day right next 

to my column each week.

Have I tried to go in and 

delete my pics off all the 

computers again?

Nope!

Why?

Because I respect my 

boss, and I respect this 

organization enough to do 

things his way even if it 

causes me a little backlash.

WRITING FOR THE 

TRUTH

When this started, I 

wasn’t sure what impact 

this would have on my life.

I’m not a journalism 

major so I never really 

had a dream of writing 

for a paper.

Back in 2002, if a stran-

ger stopped me some-

where in the city it was 

usually about my spoken 

word or my work as a lo-

cal music producer with 

my partner.

But slowly I started 

getting stopped in the 

streets about my work in 

The Truth.

Notoriety was never 

my goal, however.

Also..since this is To-

ledo, the hatred that’s 

come along with the ter-

ritory was certainly never 

my goal. I’ll be in line 

at a store, minding my 

own business and out of 

nowhere I’ll hear “yeah, 

I really hated your article 

two weeks ago” or even 

“my mother can’t stand 

you” and I’m like “huh” 

and it will be about this 

article. 

I’m serious, Toledo 

must be the random hate-

outburst capital of the 

world. 

Usually, this article is 

the furthest thing from 

my mind until it’s time to 

write it.

That’s not minimizing 

it, it’s just …The Truth.

I have a 9-to-5, I have 

a business I’m trying to 

establish.. and I have a lot 

of people who only con-

tact me because they want 

their brief moment in the 

paper then it’s right back 

to typical Toledo attitude. 

I would love to do this, 

with just a little less nega-

tivity aimed at me.

But I can’t stop just 

yet, so I use the positive 

to inspire me.

I will say that if I get 

one hater a week, I do have 

some supporters too!

They see me and even 

if they have constructive 

criticism, they accept me 

and they just let me know 

they read what I say and 

understood.

Sometimes they en-

courage me to say more, 

or even take my writing 

to the next level.

What means the most is 

just someone just accept-

ing this ink on this page 

as a perspective worthy 

of consideration.

I enjoy giving local 

artists a spotlight, I enjoy 

giving detailed accounts 

of events, I enjoy inter-

viewing celebrities and I 

really enjoy just being able 

to exercise my 1st Amend-

ment rights to present 

information you normally 

don’t here in mass media.

Toledo, I appreciate 

the opportunity to speak 

to you all.

I have a lot on my plate, 

but I do take this position 

seriously.

Thanks for reading.

Not just my section but 

the entire publication.

You have no important 

how vital it is to our future 

that we have our own reli-

able media!!

Special shout outs to a 

few people who I know 

pick this paper up every 

week because they tell 

me just about every week:

My dad (love ya pop!), 

my cousins and U.G.E. 

crew Adonis Lavale and 

Darron Scott.

My cousin and men-

tor, Wayman Farmer, my 

close friend and colleague 

Sherita Evans and a few 

FB friends like Tamieka 

Carlisle and Kenya Frank-

lin. Thanks, y’all.

Ed. Note: He didn’t 

quite delete them all!!
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Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

2811 Inwood - $89,000
Need a lot of space? Here’s over 2300 
sq. ft/5 bdrms; 2 baths waiting for your 
repairs/cosmetic upgrades to restore it to 
its natural beauty. Possible short sale.

Call Rickie for an appointment (419.494.6972) 

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

RE
DU
CE
D!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

909 Blum $7,000

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

REDUCED!

$69,900

2428 Lawton
$29,900

2 Full baths, central air, updated kitchen, 
newer cabinets, block windows in 
basement, garage w/carport

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $50,000
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

2409 Lawton - $30,000
Great for a 1st time home buyer or inves-
tor. Large LR/DR with 3 bdrms. Add your 
cosmetic repairs to bring out the natural 
character of this home.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $155,800
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 
baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma 419.297.2301 today for a showing.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1027 W. Woodruff
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bathrooms 

 Kitchen Appliances Central Air 
Basement 2-Car Garage

Down Payment Assistant Available For 
Eligible And More!!

JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Emory 

NO MORE STAIRS!!!
1500 Roosevelt Avenue

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     All Brick, 1 story 3 beds with 
                     1.5 Bath with Hugh Kitchen, 2 car
                                GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

ANAR Accounting Services
Rana Daniels, ATP - Tax Accountant
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Individual Taxes, Corporate Taxes, 

Financial Planning and Administrative Services 
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services, 

Call Now to Set up an appointment 419.727.1501
www.anaracct.com 

FIRST HOME OR INVESTMENT!
1749 MACOMBER - $29,900

Three Bd and One Bath, Living Rm w/Decorative 
Fireplace, Kitchen W/Breakfast Nook, Newer Furnace, Roof 
and Hot Water Tank, Well Maintained, Move-In Condition

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
A black farmer takes his sons to see a silent horror film showing 

at a new theater Halloween night in 1930, in central Texas. Nearly 
500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a 
vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son, 
Lijah, who consoles himself with his father's assurance that in the 
film, “they just be killing white folks”. Download at 
lulu.com/content/5743710 for only $5.00

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big 
profits from your “small” investment only to find out when 
your package comes you have to invest more money to 
make the “big” profits? Stop the madness! Earn $100 in a 
week using your email or cell phone contacts. It’s easy, 
almost free ($10 investment), no sales experience is 
required and there are no hidden costs. 
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com

SOLD

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive

Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements

Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -

        www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
     drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610Traci Barner

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location, 

location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one 

floor. Lots of  storage, private garage. One great unit.

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must 

see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built 

for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer.
Seaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Good Credit or Bad
Need a Car?
New or Used

Call JP the Stork
He Delivers 

419.320.0863

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for 
owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks, 
new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of  large living 
areas and lots of  storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access 
for showings.

         Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Seaway Asset Management

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May include other incentives if  you purchase now! Unique two-story 
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500 
sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1st floor LNDY room, large 
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Seaway Asset Management

     
    

   
        

       

    

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option 

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

BLACK MARKETPLACET
H
E

“PODIATRIST KEEPS PATIENTS ON THEIR FEET’

Almost all insurances are accepted including
Medicaid and Caresource.

1857 N. Reynolds Rd. Toledo, OH  43615
Schedule an appointment. Call 419-537-9877

Bunions, hammer toes, and plantar fascities
are some of the common foot problems. Dr.
Edna M. Jean, DPM deals with every day.
She sees a lot of ingrown toenails and fungal
nail infections. She also treats diabetics and
orders diabetic shoes for those who qualify..
As a podiatrist, Dr. Jean    literally helps keep
you on your feet.

Dr. Edna M.
Jean, DPM

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

605 Brighton
Highland Park Beauty! 3 bdrms; new roof, 

windows, kitchen, bath carpet and fresh paint. 
Possible 6% down payment assistance. 

Move In Ready. $64,900

NEW LISTING!
3bd home w/carpet over hardwood floors: LR w/decorative 
fireplace; Dining Room with custom blinds and built-in 
buffet; Appliances included, full basement, fenced yard and 2 
car garage. Sold “AS IS”, no seller concessions!!

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Office  419.350.7514  *  Fax  419.866.1566 

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY11-084,
(Project # 0040-11-710) for Savage Arena Boiler

Replacements for the University of Toledo. Sealed
bids for this project must be clearly marked with the
project number on all inner and outer envelopes and/
or shipping containers.  Bids must be addressed and
delivered to the University of Toledo, Facilities and
Construction, Plant Operations, Room 1100, 2925 E.
Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 before
1:00 p.m., Wednesday, May 4, 2011. Bids will be
publicly opened that same day at 1:05 p.m. in the
Plant Operations Building, Room 1000. Copies of
Plans, Specifications, and Bid Forms may be ob-
tained from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Rd.,
Toledo, Ohio 43615. Call 419-385-5303 for an ap-
pointment to pick up bid package. A cost of $45.00
will be charged per set. Any further information may
be obtained from Bob Taeuber of Fosdick & Hilmer,
Inc. at 513-241-5640. One Pre-Bid Conference will be
held on Wednesday, April 27, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. in
Plant Operations Building Room 1000, at the Univer-
sity of Toledo, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, Toledo, OH
43606. Total Bid Guaranty and Contract Bond are
required per section 153.54 of the Ohio Revised Code.
EDGE Participation Goal: 15%. Project Estimate:
$280,000.00; Breakdown: Mechanical: $280,000.00.

House For Sale
By owner – three bedrooms

W. Woodruff Avenue
Call after 7 pm
419-241-8566

The Toledo Refinery has an immediate need for a
Project Engineer. This position will work with Pro-
cess Engineering, Maintenance, and Operations to
develop project scopes, prepare estimates, and es-
tablish project schedules.  The selected candidate
will develop engineering drawings and scopes for
construction.  Project Engineer will work with project
team to develop bid and construction quality engi-
neering packages.  Work with materials manage-
ment to perform bid review meetings, develop con-
tracts, and procure materials.  Supervise engineering
contractors and work with on-site maintenance con-
tractors to schedule and implement capital construc-
tion projects, cost estimates, and schedules.  Partic-
ipate in HAZOP reviews.  Present projects to senior
management and prepare appropriation documents
for approval.  Ensure compliance of legal and other
requirements within the scope of job duties.

Candidate must have a Bachelor’s of Science
Degree in Civil, Mecahnical, Electrical, or Instrument
Engineering.  5-10 years of engineering experience
preferable in the PetroChemical and/or Refining in-
dustry.  Professional Engineering registration is a
plus.

For confidential consideration, please submit your
resume via email to dayna.brown@pbfenergy.com

EOE/M/F/D/V

The Toledo Refinery has an immediate need for a
Project Engineering Supervisor. The Project Engi-
neering Supervisor will supervise 4-8 technical per-
sonnel and the design and drafting organization.
Candidate will provide technical and project direction
to reportables, manage assigned projects, and pre-
pare and negotiate complex contracts, special re-
ports, costs and progress reports.  The selected
candidate will assist in developing both expense and
capital budgets for Project Engineering. Other duties
include but are not limited to: initiating and approving
change order procedures; developing solutions to
field construction problems; ensuring legal compli-
ance within the scope of job duties; and assuming
responsibility of the Engineering Manager in his/her
absence.

Candidate must have a Bachelor’s of Science
Degree in Civil, Mecahnical, Electrical, or Instrument
Engineering. 10-15 years of engineering experience
preferably in a PetroChemical and/or Refining indus-
try.  Familiarity with managing engineering and field
contractors.  Professional Engineering registration is
a plus.

For confidential consideration, please submit your
resume via email to dayna.brown@pbfenergy.com

EOE/M/F/D/V
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The Toledo Club Celebrates 47th Year of Service on 
Founders’ Day 2011
Special to The Truth

Members of  the To-

ledo Club of the National 

Association of Negro 

Business and Profes-

sional Women’s Clubs, 

Inc celebrated the chap-

ter’s 47th anniversary 

on Sunday, April 17, 

2011. The Indiana Av-

enue Missionary Baptist 

Church welcomed the 

members to their morn-

ing service where Rev. 

John Roberts presented 

a dynamic sermon.

After the worship, 

members and some 

husbands proceeded to 

Ruby’s Kitchen where 

they enjoyed a delicious 

soul food dinner.

At Ruby’s, prior to 

the dinner, a traditional 

memorial service took 

lace to honor the sev-

en ambitious, dynamic 

founding women who, 

in 1937, saw a need for a 

national organization to 

enhance the ability and 

education of African-

American women in 

One of the Toledo 

Club’s members. Bar-

bara Tucker, who is the 

North Central District 

Governor, officiated 

the ceremony and used 

seven members to carry 

cards bearing the names 

of the seven founders. 

When each founder’s 

name was called, that 

sister walked up and 

a vase and lit a yellow 

candle.

The Toledo Club has 

performed its service 

in the community by 

sponsoring a number of 

workshops.

The Toledo Club usu-

ally celebrates Found-

ers’ Day with a banquet 

honoring individuals 

from other organizations 

and their presidents for 

their contributions to the 

education of the people 

of Toledo. 

The headquarters of 

the national organization 

is in Washington, D.C.

The Toledo Club’s 

president is Wanda 

Terrell; the Founders’ 

Day chairman is Leola 

Haynes.


