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As two Democratic congressional heavyweights square off in next
week’s Ohio primary, at least one aspect of the outcome is clear –
Ohio Republicans will have had their way in their effort to eliminate
a key opposition voice in the United States Congress.
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Seeing With Our Own Eyes

Community Calendar

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor
When you control a man’s thinking you do not have
to worry about his actions. You do not have to tell him not
to stand here or go yonder. He will find his ‘proper place’
and will stay in it.
Carter G. Woodson,
The MIS-Education of the Negro

March 2-3
Phillips Temple CME Church Ribs and Wings Dinner: 10 am to 5
pm; Pre-Women’s Day Event: 419-242-7906

The month of February having come to an end, the
black relics of Martin Luther King Jr., Booker T. Washington, George Washington Carver and others on the
traditional list of “elite Negroes who have made contributions to the American mainstream” will be closeted to
collect dust for another year.
Of course, far from an exercise in compiling a list of
“exceptional Negroes” who have received white credibility or recognition, black history observance originally
was the culmination of a year-long analysis to inform us
as to our landscape and political and economic status.
At the close of this year’s black history observance, the challenge now, as when Negro
History Week was established under Carter G. Woodson’s direction in 1926, is the
intellectual battle which revolves around historical black core values and the struggle to
conceptualize reality.
Historian Lerone Bennett has suggested that the contemporary African-American
community needs to develop a new frame of reference, one which transcends the limited
Euro-centered conceptualization of reality that has been dominated by the majority
population.
Bennett and others believe that there can be “no more desperate and dangerous task
than...trying to see with our own eyes.”
Here are a few perspectives from our own eyes:
The Legitimacy of Black Leadership:
Mainstream folk who do things their own way, buck the system and play by their own
rules become celebrated folk heroes, while innovative black leaders - who think outside
the box, can expect to be vilified, called names or branded as outlaws in various power
plays designed to keep them in their place.
Is the media charge of failing to perform due diligence leveled at Mayor Mike Bell in
his Marina District development deal with Chinese investors a legitimate one?
Bell’s leadership style is a reflection of the dual metaphor of “captaincy of a sporting
team and captaincy as a military rank.” Captains assess risk but tend to refuse to see
choices as an opportunity for failure. These leaders evaluate the options (in this case there
were no capable domestic investors with a financial appetite for the deal) and rather than
sit around “waiting to exhale,” decide on a course of action and do not look back.
I see Bell and others who own up to their responsibility to make decisions and are
willing to accept the consequences, as an indication of good leadership rather than the
lack of transparency.
The Need for Self-Determination :
Recently, a comprehensive and coordinated commitment to early childhood education
was legislatively mandated where the effort to appropriately educate the masses of
African Americans had been lacking for centuries.
Why are certain segments of the African-American community angry rather than
excited?
The answer is that current events in Toledo indicate diminishing opportunities for
blacks to determine and act in their own collective enlightened self-insterests. Selfdetermination, rather than being defined or spoken for by others, is a treasured AfricanAmerican value.
Therefore it is paramount for blacks to have the ability to control or heavily influence
the processes by which their children are educated and socialized, particularly when our
youth are being informally socialized through television, videos and advertising and
formally by what some have termed “miseducation” and “diseducation.”
Miseducation, according to scholar Alan Colon, has to do with “redirecting the
worldview and behavior of a group of people away from identification with their own
historical memory and the cultural self-awareness which fosters their development and
well-being.” These are replaced with an alien and dysfunctional historical and cultural
reference point that is not of their own.
Diseducation has to do with receiving unequal educational resource allocations and
access to quality education.
Commonality/Inter-Dependency:
Everyone seems to have an opinion of the black church and these thoughts are almost
unanimously negative.
However, as my colleague Lafe Tolliver indicated last week, the nation’s 65,000
African American churches are the most valuable institutional assets existing in the black
community.
The black church, realizing that we are all in the same boat, is the one organization that
bridges the poor into a broader world beyond their poverty and is a venue where poor
children are likely to interact with successful people who provide for them a model of the
way out of poverty.
Finally, not only are many churches helping to provide youth with safety nets and the
skills for improving their lives, but the black church’s specialty lies in offering people
hope.
Criticize or ridicule the church if you must. But “what people cannot survive without,
is the hope that things can and will get better, and the hope that there is a way out.”
These are the lessons of black history that one should never forget.
Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.Min, at
drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org

March 3
Rossford First Baptist Church 13 th Annual Scholarship Program: 6
pm; Guest speaker Rev. Darian Banks: 419-531-0291
Natural Hair Style Clinic: 12:30 to 2:30 pm; Kent Branch Library;
Sponsored by Kitchen Salon and the Toledo Lucas County Public
Library: 419-810-5996
March 4
The Movement Church Clothing Closet: 12:13 pm to 1:15 pm;
Clothing of all sizes for men, women and children: 419-322-1889
Maturing Young Men 1 st Annual Teen Night of Elegance: Our
Brother’s Place; 5 to 10 pm; For teens 12-18 years: 419-215-9243
March 4-12
23rd Annual Black Church Week of Prayer for the Healing of HIV/
AIDS: Indiana Avenue MBC; Services start sat 10:45 am: 419-2134131
March 10
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority inc Annual Sigma Youth Symposium:
10 am to 2 pm; Frederick Douglass Community Association; Internet
safety, healthy living and STEM: 419-345-4486
March 11
Calvary MBC’s 23 rd Pastoral Anniversary Services: 4 pm; Guests
Rev. Melvin Barnes and True Vine
March 18
The Movement Church Clothing Closet: 12:13 pm to 1:15 pm;
Clothing of all sizes for men, women and children: 419-322-1889
New Prospect Church Annual Pew Rally: 4 pm; Guests are Canaan
Baptist Church
Calvary MBC 23rd Pastoral Anniversary Services: 4 pm; Guests
Bishop Tisdale and Friendship
March 23 & 25
Christian Festival Choir and Orchestra Annual Concert: “Exhaltation
2012;” 7 pm on Friday, 3 pm on Sunday; Northwood High School:
419-865-5795 or 419-260-8284
March 25
Calvary MBC’s 23 rd Pastoral Anniversary Services: 4 pm; Guests
are Bishop Jones and Agape Love Ministries of Sandusky
April 22
Cookoff Kickoff: 2 to 5 pm; Gesu Sullivan Center: 419-320-4157
or ayeshas03@yahoo.com
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Vote for Issue 1 – The Levy
to Maintain Basic Services

The Case for Renewing ¾
Percent

By Wilma Brown
Former President, Toledo City Council

By George Sarantou
Toledo City Councilman
Chairman of HR, IT & Finance

This March a primary
election will be held that will
impact our community in
many ways. It an opportunity for Democrats to reaffirm their support for President Obama. While he is
unopposed in the presidential primary, it is still important to cast a ballot symbolizing our support for the
nation’s first black president
and the policies he has passed
to advance our entire nation

His re-election will mean four
more years of progress for
the middle class and greater
opportunity for the economically disadvantaged members
of society.
The second issue does not
have a place on the national
stage, but is nonetheless important closer to home. It is
the renewal of the Toledo’s
¾ percent levy. This income
tax has been renewed by voters in our community since it
first passed in 1982 and is
important today as it was then.
Like all of us, the city is
feeling the strain of the
economy. At city hall they
have made cuts, frozen salaries and worked to maintain
the services that we all need.
Taxes and fees have not been
raised because our elected
leaders know that we cannot
afford increases.

This levy provides basic
services for the city and will
ensure a $28 million capital
investment in streets in 2012
with another $31 million in
2013. But just as importantly,
it also help us to afford quality of life services that our
community enjoys.
Issue 1 will provide continued funding to hire more
police
officers
and
firefighters to keep our community safe. After several
years of hiring no new safety
officers, our community is
seeing the effects of low manpower. The Bell administration and City Council have
worked to resume hiring of
new officers for the last two
years, and a class of 40 police officers and 30
firefighters is planned for
later this year.
(Continued on Page 4)

In 1983 Toledo voters
passed the first ¾ percent
income tax. Back then the
City of Toledo employed
2963 people. The unemployment rate was 10.6 percent.
The population was 354,635
and the city was comprised
of 84 square miles. The ¾
percent
brought
in

$16,500,000 and the total 2
¼ percent paid for police,
fire, refuse and most other
general fund departments.
Fast forward to 2012, the
City of Toledo employs 167
fewer employees than they
did in 1983. The unemployment rate is 8.7 percent for
2012. The population is
287,208 and the city is still
comprised of 84 square miles.
The ¾ percent brings in
$51,500,000 and does not
quite pay for the fire department which has a budget of
$60.2 million. The police
budget for 2012 is $73.4 million.
Non-employed seniors
did not pay the ¾ percent tax
then and still do not today. It
is not paid on property tax,
pensions, social security,
dividends, interest, annuities

or capital gains. The ¾ percent is paid on earned income only.
This means over 55 percent of Toledo does not pay
income tax.
The 2 ¼ percent income
tax rate has not increased
since 1983. Most other levies have sought increases;
schools, library and the zoo
have all increased their millage requests over the years
and Toledo has remained
constant.
The City Council, along
with the administration, has
made public safety a priority. Therefore, though there
have been cutbacks in general fund jobs due to the loss
of solid waste and retirements, upcoming classes are
being formed to make sure
(Continued on Page 5)

It seems that they can do
no wrong and if and when
they do wrong, we quickly
shove it aside and allow them
to continue in their deleterious conduct as if it does or
did not matter.
It was a nice funeral insofar as family, friends and relatives coming together to give
their final remarks and to pay
homage to a gifted vocalist.
A vocalist who ( as many in
the black tradition) had been
trained and “raised in the
church” and who earned her
chops in a church choir but
later took that gift and talent
to the secular world and made
a fortune.
It is always a shame when

the young die young. We cannot control the date of our
demise but we can do those
things that can, in many cases,
slow that demise. Partaking
of drug usage, binge drinking, overeating and other destructive habits of the flesh
can take a negative toll on the
body and mind and spirit.
When those excesses are
not curtailed or treated, bad
things can happen including
death.
Death is an equal opportunity employer. It does not
care who your parents are,
what zip code you live in,
what degrees you earned,
how fat is your bank account
or who do you know in the

“in crowd”.
Death comes with its proverbial pointy and bony index finger, singles you out,
calls you by name; and you
take your final bow and exit
right off the stage of life and
await the future judgment that
is promised by God.
A funeral is not the final
step or stage in the life journey. A funeral is only a temporary staging arena that is
for the benefit of the living.
Any funeral, be it Whitney’s
or a king or a queen or a
despot or a madman is quite
the same.
Someone gathers the remains or the corpse and pre(Continued on Page 7)

And What About Whitney…?
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column
Jackson on the podium along
with Tyler Perry and heard
some of the comments of Rev.
Kim Burrell and the actor
Kevin Costner.
I understand grief and
everyone’s right to display
grief as they so see fit and
that my reaction and response
to grief may be and is different from your response to the
same grief inducing scenario.
My qualm and concern is
that we as a country have
elevated rock stars, movie
stars, rich people and a various assortment of other
people who are described as
celebrities to an unwarranted
level of worship and morbid
adoration.

FOURTH IN A SERIES: JIM

Their grief counselors helped me cope.
When my wife, Joan, died, my reaction was overwhelming. Pain I couldn’t
imagine. Emotions I hadn’t experienced before. After searching for help,
only one place had everything I needed – Hospice of Northwest Ohio
and their bereavement programs. I was in groups with people who felt
like I did, led by trained professionals who knew where we had been and
where we were going. I was amazed at how effective these programs are.
Jim, 2007
For 30 years, families have been writing to Hospice of Northwest Ohio
© 2011 Hospice of Northwest Ohio

Usually I do not answer a
single letter from readers regarding pop culture iconsor
similar issues and the reason
is that I simply do not care
about the latest fad or craze
that emanates from Hollywood or is seen on BET or
MTV.
I do not follow the latest
utterances from rappers nor
do I listen to scintillating conversations from guests on
Oprah’s shows or follow the
latest scandal regarding who
was found in whose bed or
who was found coming out
of a swanky Beverly Hills
restaurant plastered to the
gills.
No. To me that is brain
garbage and it has no lasting
protein or nutrients and does
not have any lasting value or
importance.
So. When the following
question was posed to me,
rather than make a biting and
swift answer, I gave it some
thought with the hopes that
the answer will be provocative and informative and will
lead the reader to do their
own study or research:
Question: Did you watch
the funeral of Whitney and
what did you think of it?

Wasn’t it a shame for her
to die so young with so much
talent? I am sure she is singing in heaven.
Regina…
Answer:
Hi Regina.
Thanks for the question. Allow me to give you a long
answer to your short questions because I believe that if
you want to know the essence of my answer, you need
to know how I approach the
subject matter of your question.
I saw bits and pieces of
the Whitney funeral proceedings on CNN (and also via
Piers Morgan’s program).
I saw T.D. Jakes and Jesse

to express their thanks for support before, during and after the loss of
a loved one. Our bereavement programs help each person work through
grief in a way that’s right for them.

Visit hospicenwo.org
419-661-4001 (Ohio) • 734-568-6801 (Michigan)
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Kaptur vs. Kucinich: Heavyweight Battle Leaves
Democratic Party Bloodied and Bowed
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

As two Democratic congressional heavyweights
square off in next week’s
Ohio primary, at least one
aspect of the outcome is
clear – Ohio Republicans
will have had their way in
their effort to eliminate a
key opposition voice in the
United States Congress.
As a result of Republicans regaining control of
the General Assembly and
a U.S. Census that resulted
in Ohio losing two congressional seats, 15-term Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur
of Toledo and eight-term
Congressman
Dennis
Kucinich of Cleveland are
vying to represent the
newly-drawn 9th Congressional District which encompasses parts of the two
veteran legislators’ former
districts.
Kaptur’s district retains
part of Toledo, Kucinich’s
retains part of Cleveland in
a district that runs along the
coastline of Lake Erie. They
face off in Lorain County
which was part of neither’s
former district.

Kaptur has the cash. She
entered the final several
weeks with almost twice as
much money in her campaign tresaure chest than
Kucinich.
Kucinich has the flash.
The former mayor of Cleveland at the ripe age of 29 in
the late 1970’s, Kucinich’s

paigns for president in 2004
and 2008 certainly raised
his national political profile.
Both candidates are on
the liberal wings of their
party. At least Kaptur would
be considered a member of
the liberal wing; Kucinich
might be considered so far

powerful committee and
subcommittee. A true workhorse, she has earned the
endorsement of most of the
new district’s daily newspapers including that of the
Cleveland Plain Dealer.
Kaptur’s efforts in the
House of Representatives
tends to be more focused

war, against drilling, for the
Dream Act (allowing children of undocumented
workers the right to remain
in the country), for a single
payer universal health care
system.
The challenges each face
in their new district may
have more a wider gap than

their few policy differences.
Kaptur has never had
much of a profile outside of
her district. She has always
won re-election easily and
has been a huge fund raiser
within the bounds of the 9th
Congressional District. For
the most part, her competi(Continued on Page 5)

Vote for Issue 1
(Continued from Page 3)

battle with the banks left
him wounded and out in the
cold until he won election
to Congress in the late
1990’s. Two quixotic cam-

to the left that he could be
off the grid.
Kaptur is the most senior woman in Congress
and has served on a host of

on her district and what
works for her own constituents whereas Kucinich is
often a spokesman for more
national issues – against

Issue 1 will help to maintain recreation programs for
our children. This year the city has made it a priority to
ensure that recreation programs are funded and that central city pools are repaired and opened so our kids have
activities during the summer when school is out of session.
Roosevelt pool will be repaired and opened for the first
time in several years.
Finally, Issue 1 will help to provide ongoing funding to
maintain operations at many senior centers in our community. These centers are a place of meeting for our community elders. They serve as cooling centers on the hottest
days of summer and as lunch sites for the senior nutrition
program.
Each of these programs is reliant on the ¾ percent levy
in order to continue. Our community has depended on this
revenue for 30 years. To lose it would be detrimental to the
services we depend on and the programs we enjoy. They
contribute to our quality of life and help to attract jobs to
the area.
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Kaptur vs. Kucinich
(Continued from Page 4)

tors for the congressional
seat have put forth lackluster efforts in an attempt to
unseat her.
Kucinich, with his national profile, on the other
hand, has had a much more
difficult time winning reelection. His national ambitions have often led to
more than a little disgruntle-

ment among his constituents. In recent years, he has
reportedly investigated the
possibility of leaving the
state of Ohio and relocating
to Washington state with
an eye to running for Congress there.
While Kaptur has more
money and has been spending it liberally in the Cleve-

land area, the Kucinich
campaign has been remarkably low-key in Toledo both
in organization and in
spending, perhaps in an effort to rely more on his national name. His advantage
would rest in that national
profile in those areas such
as Toledo and Lorain
County where he has not

offended by his wanderlust.
The Plain Dealer
summed up its endorsement
by praising Kaptur’s ability to assemble coalitions
and bringing together business, labor, university and
government official to work
together on common goals
– an ability the editors say
that Kucinich lacks.

Renewing The ¾ Percent
(Continued from Page 3)
public safety can keep in
step and properly protect the
citizens.
Currently we have a police class that will graduate
40 officers this May. A fire
class of 30 will begin this
December. Additionally,
another police class of 40
will begin this September.
These classes will help us to
increase our vital safety
forces. However we need
additional police and fire
classes in 2013 due to many
upcoming retirements.
In the general fund only,
employees in the city of
Toledo are now 1596, in
2002 it was 2126, and this is
a reduction of 530 employees. Public safety comprises
1,351 general fund employ-

ees or 85 percent of the general fund employees. That
means the other 25 departments including human resources, building inspection,
finance, council, economic
development, parks and taxation operates on 15 percent
of the general fund budget.
In all 25 departments there
are only 245 employees; this
for a population of 287,208.
On March 6, voters of
Toledo will decide whether
their mayor and council have
been effective stewards of the
treasury during the greatest
recession since the depression. We have not raised the
income tax rate and we have
reduced our employees significantly. Today, Toledo
has 9.1 employees per 1000

people compared to Akron,
(10.4) Columbus Dayton
(14.1) (10.6) Cincinnati
(17.4) Cleveland (21.8).
Our bond ratings have held
steady and Moody’s and
Standard and Poors have
upgraded Toledo from a
negative outlook to stable.
These are historically
very challenging economic
times but Toledo is much
stronger today and our economic future is improving.
Jeep, Power Train, Hollywood Casino and The University of Toledo and many
other businesses are leading our growth. With your
support of the renewal of
the ¾ percent we can continue to make Toledo a great
place to live, work and raise
a family.
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TPS Administration Announces Transformation Plan
Progress … and Challenges
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor
The transformation plan
implemented this academic
year by Toledo Public
Schools has been a success,
said TPS officials during a
news conference last week at
Hawkins Elementary School.
The key piece in the transformation plan, the elimination of middle schools and
the move to K-8 elementary
schools, displaced about
3,500 students and moved
about 300 teachers and almost 100 administrators into
new grade levels or new positions.
“Normally [such changes]
are done over a three-to-fiveyear window,” said TPS
Chief Academic Officer Jim
Gault. “We did it in several
months. There are some
growing pains.”
First, however, the administration outlined what it feels
are successes thus far that
can be attributed to the transformation plan.
Parent-teacher confer-

(l. to r.): School board member Larry Sykes; TPS Chief Academic Officer Jim Gault;
TPS Asst. Super. Romules Durant; TAAP President Don Yates; Board member Bob
Vasquez, with Chloe Johnson.
ences are up from 75 to 85
percent, said Gault. “As we
went to neighborhood
schools, parents started becoming more involved as
opposed to the previous

model.”
School officials also noted
that there has been a decline
in discipline rates – down 36
percent – and a decline in the
number of days students have

Chloe Johnson: Third Grader at Glenwood
Elementary Is Perfect
Sojourner’s Truth Staff
Each October the State of
Ohio tests third graders in reading as part of the Ohio Achievement Tests. Of the 1,728 third
graders tested in Toledo Public
Schools this past fall, one
earned a perfect score – Chloe
Johnson of Glenwood Elementary School.
The numbers for TPS third
graders are pretty dismal. Only
39.1 percent of third graders
were found to be proficient or
above and only 8.2 percent were
found to be advanced for their
grade level.
The above-proficiency number is by far the lowest of the Lucas County school districts,
the next lowest being Washington Local Schools with a 56.9 percent. Ottawa Hills third grade
cohort tested at a 93.3 proficiency number.
The reading test is comprised of 49 questions – 29 are multiple choice and 20 require short
answers.

lost due to disciplinary measures – down 40 percent;
Almost 500 students are enrolled in early high school
options – seventh and eighth
graders taking advanced

classes. Programs that focus
on enhancing reading and
math skill among lower
grades saw increased enrollment and reaped benefits on
test scores.
Among the challenges still
looming, according to Gault,
are introducing social/community programs for seventh
and eighth graders and expanding mentoring programs
of younger students by the
older ones in the K-8 format.
There were a number of
programs that the TPS officials proposed last year that
have yet to be implemented
but are still considered to be
future possibilities including
an international baccalaureate at Start High School, an
international school, a boarding school, thematic high
schools and the establishing
of the STEMM (science,
technology, engineering,
math and medicine) program
at Toledo Early College High
School and the Toledo Tech-

nology Academy.
Meanwhile the administration is looking in the possibility of initiating a breakfast program for all students
regardless of family status,
recruiting TPS volunteers
doe the Read for Literacy
program and placing administrators in on-line staff positions in order for those at the
top to see what employees
are facing on a day-by-day
basis.
TPS will be holding a
round of community meetings to take the transformation message into the neighborhoods.
The meetings will take
place at Bowsher High
School on Wednesday, February 29, at Birmingham Elementary on Thursday,
March 1 and at Woodward
High School of Tuesday,
March 6. All meetings begin
at 5:30 p.m.

Senator Brown Announces
Funding for Housing Assistance
Funding will help elderly and low income
homeowners
Special to The Truth
State Senator Edna Brown (D-Toledo) announced this week that the state Controlling
Board released more than $600,000 in Housing Trust Funds to Housing Assistance Grant
Programs in Northwest Ohio. The funds will be split between Neighborhood Housing
Services of Toledo and the Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio.
“I am so pleased that two of the agencies that do an outstanding job to serve our most
vulnerable populations in Northwestern Ohio have been awarded housing assistance funds
from the Housing Trust Fund,” said Senator Brown. “Providing the best quality of life
possible for all of our citizens enhances life for the entire community.”
With their $253,000 in funding, Neighborhood Housing Services of Toledo will provide
emergency home repairs and handicapped accessibility modifications for homeowners at or
below 50 percent of the area median income. While the Office of Aging will use a $350,000
award to provide home repairs to homeowners age 60 and older. Both programs will serve
a combined 221 people.
The Controlling Board provides legislative oversight over certain capital and operating
expenditures by state agencies and has approval authority over various other state fiscal
activities.
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Boys Booked on Barber Shops: Local Organizations and
Barbershop Partner to Encourage a Love for Reading
Special to The Truth
For the seventh year, boys,
ages six through 12, attended
a “Read-In” at Blendz Barbershop on February 27,
2012. Usually boys think of
going to a barbershop to get
a haircut but not to read
books. Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc, Toledo Chapter; Ruth Court #6, PHA,
Heroines of Jericho; the Toledo Chapter of the National
Association of Negro Business and Professional
Women’s Clubs, Inc, and
Blendz Barbershop joined in
a community partnership to
promote the importance of
literacy and a love for reading in a creative way. This is
also an internal partnership
with the Top Ladies Literacy
Committee and the Top
Teens of America.
Boys in attendance were
allowed to browse the many
books available for their selection and choose the ones
they liked. Tips for “Making
Reading Fun: Activities to
Promote Reading” were presented followed by some
reading games.
They were then encouraged to sit and read with the
adults present from Top Ladies, Ruth Court # 6, the To-

ledo Club of the NANBPWC,
Inc and the barbershop.
At the end of the event,
they were allowed to take
several books home for their
reading enjoyment and a

sheet describing “Ten Facts
Parents Should Know About
Reading” and “Activities to
Promote Reading.”
In addition to the free
books donated by Top La-

And What About Whitney…?
(Continued from Page 3)
pares it so that it can remain
intact for a few more days
while the mourners are notified and they gather together
to share and reminisce and
say their farewells to the recently departed.
Some funerals are sparsely
attended and some, like
Whitney’s, are massive in
numbers and they are replete
with “big name celebrities”
or “famous” clergy types who
apparently lend an air that
ostensibly says that God is in
the
place.
Maybe
yes…maybe no.
Regina….a few words
about God.
You probably heard
at the funeral when Kevin
Costner and Rev. Kim
Burrell, among others, did
with great confidence and authority place Whitney in
heaven and have her singing
before God.
Regina, be very careful at
any funeral when anyone tries
to preach, shout or shoe horn
someone into God’s heaven.
They may be totally clueless
about that person’s spiritual
standing before God or they
may not even know what God
requires about gaining entry
into his heaven.
Everyone who says “God”
or “Jesus” does not necessarily know God or his son
Jesus. Sometimes, it is just
a good word to say at funerals when you do not know

what else to say about the
deceased.
Oh sure, you can as Kevin
Costner did (as others did
also) speak in such a way that
you could believe that
Whitney is in heaven and all
is well and for those who
mourn without hope, such
words are comforting but they
can be eternally misleading.
Why? God knows those
who are his and the plan of
salvation by which one enters a right relationship with
God is many times lost on
those whose lives have been
lived apart from the Jesus of
the Bible or who have not
submitted to the Jesus of the
scriptures.
Regardless of the voice
par excellence of Whitney or
the singing and dancing performance of a Michael Jackson or the playing of a Ray
Charles or a Louis Armstrong
or the life of a Mother
Theresa, if a person’s life
does not match up to what is
stated in the Word of God, be
very, very careful about putting that person in heaven
simply because you think that
according to your standards,
they belong there.
You may want to because
you enjoyed that person’s
talents or gifts. You may want
to because in your estimation
that person gave of their life
and worldly goods to the poor
and as such they have

“earned” the favor of God
and thus deserve to be in
heaven.
Not so. Nobody earns or
is entitled to heaven because
of who they are or what they
have done. And this is regardless of what a Jesse Jackson or a T.D. Jakes may say
about a person. Neither a T.D.
Jakes, Jesse Jackson, Rev.
Kim Burrell or anyone else
has the power or authority to
tell God whom to allow into
his heaven.
God’s ways are not our
ways and His thoughts are
not our thoughts. His entry
requirements to heaven are
very narrow but can be find
by anyone who is willing to
follow God’s plan of salvation, which is found only in
Jesus the Christ.
So, Regina, it matters not
if you win the whole world
and enjoy its acclaim and you
dine on its choicest morsels
of success and fame and fortune, because all of those attainments amount to a odoriferous dung hill if you lose
your own soul.
I know that I took the
long bus tour to answer your
question but if I did not, simply drop me a line and I will
try to do a better job.
Contact Lafe Tolliver at
tolliver@Juno.com

dies, Ruth Court and the
Friends of the Toledo Lucas
County Public Library, the

boys were treated to pizza
provided by the barbershop,
school supplies from the To-

ledo Club of the NANBPWC,
Inc and a beverage and cookies provided by Ruth Court #
6.
Blendz Barbershop is
owned by Kyle McGhee who
was so kind as to open his
facility to the groups for the
event.
Mary McKinley-Reed is
president of the Toledo Chapter of Top Ladies. Barbara
Tucker and Clara Petty are
chairmen of the Community
Partnership Committee.
Denise Black-Poon is the literacy chairman. Members of
the committee include: Edith
Gholston, Delores Bates,
Denise Cardwell, JoEllen
Howard, Muriel Webb Williams, Wanda Terrell and
Equilla Roach.
Mary Wilkins, Most Ancient Matron, represented
Ruth Court # 6. Also present
were Ruth Court members:
Charlesena Smith, Delores
Bates, Clara Brank and
Jamesetta Royster.
The partnership to promote Boys Booked on Barbershops has been active for
the past five years.
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Toledo Jack and Jill’s Annual Cabaret - “Jean Jam III”
Special to The Truth

The Toledo Chapter of
Jack and Jill of America,
Inc., hosted its third annual cabaret: “Jean Jam
III” on February 17. This
2012 event coincided
with
the
Toledo

Chapter’s 60th Anniversary, which added a
celebratory feel to an already notoriously fun
dance.
The gathering sold out
for its third year in a row,

with over 400 in attendance, thus living up to
its reputation as the
“party of the year” and
“one you don’t want to
miss.”
Guests enjoyed the

ambiance at St. Clements
Hall, decorated to commemorate
the
organization’s history,
including an ice sculpture by Ice Creations of
Napoleon displaying
Jack and Jill’s signature
colors of pink and blue in
celebration of the Toledo
Chapter’s 60th Anniversary. Members also invited guests to partake in
a champagne toast, offered by State Representative Michael Ashford
and cake was served.
Guests wearing a variety of jeans and denim
attire, danced the night
away to old school tunes
by crowd favorite, DJ
JRoc, who encouraged a
memorable Soul Train
line, hustles, and tributes
to the late Don Cornelius
and Whitney Houston.
Jean Jam Chairman

Guest Kerry Emery and Club
member Rhonda Sewell

Bonita Johnson and her
committee took care to
make guests feel welcome, even providing a

parting gift of bottled
water, emblazoned with
the Jack and Jill of
(Continued on Page 9)
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Toledo Jack and Jill’s Annual Cabaret - “Jean Jam III”
(Continued from Page 8)

Jean Jam III Planning
Committee

Bonita Johnson, Katrina
Barry, Kim Highsmith
Dan and Katina Johnson

America logo and a Thank
You message to guests for
their support, all designed
by Collingwood Water.
Committee members included: Toledo Chapter
President Katrina Barry,
Jean Jam Co-Chair man
Kim Highsmith, Treasurer Carla Fitzgerald,
Asha Barnes, Tamika
Galloway-Kemp, Katina
Johnson, Rhonda Sewell,
Tamara Smith and Stacey
Jackson.
Jack & Jill of America,
Inc. was founded January
24, 1938 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania in a meeting of 20 mothers under
the leadership of Marion
Stubbs Thomas with the

idea of bringing together
children in a social and
cultural environment.
Locally, the Toledo
Chapter of Jack and Jill
of America, Inc., was
founded in December
1952 by a group of exceptionally loving women
who happened to also be
dedicated
mothers.
Catherine Holland was
the chapter’s first president. Some of our prominent alums from the Toledo Chapter are Columbus, Ohio Mayor Michael
Coleman, Cleveland
O’Neal, a major television producer and
Terrance O’Neal, the first
African-American

elected president of the
American Institute of Architects - New York Chapter.
Proceeds from the Jean
Jam support the Jack and
Jill of America Foundation, a humanitarian
branch of the national organization. Jack and Jill
of America, Inc., is the
oldest and largest family
organization in America
with a membership of over
9,500 families, providing
cultural, social, civic, and
recreational activities that
stimulate and expand the
mind to enhance life.
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Book Review

Tangled by Erica O’Rourke
c.2012, Kensington Teen

$9.95 / $10.95 Canada

336 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Oh, if your parents had
any idea…

They think you’re a
good kid with good grades

and decent friends – and
you are, so that’s actually
true. You’re a volunteer, a
hard worker, you’re honest, decent, and you have a
great future ahead.
But there are things that
your parents don’t know
about. You share your life
with them, but there are
hopes and dreams you
keep to yourself for now.
If they had any idea, they’d
be surprised.
And if Mo Kennedy’s
mother knew what Mo was
doing, she’d faint. That’s
because, in the new book
Tangled by Erica
O’Rourke, Mo is trying
to save two worlds.
Mo Kennedy never
wanted to get involved.
If it hadn’t been for her
best friend, Verity, who
transferred her powers to
Mo just before she died,
Mo wouldn’t have to
worry about the Arc world.

She wouldn’t have to go
Between (which hurt a
lot), and she wouldn’t have
the responsibility of being
the Vessel. She could’ve
continued being a normal
high school girl.
Well, as normal as any
girl could be with a Mobster uncle, anyhow.
Mo knew that Uncle
Billy had her best interests at heart. Ever since
Mo’s father went to jail,
Billy made sure Mo and
her mother were safe and
that bills were paid. He’d
even given Mo a bodyguard, Colin, who was
heartbreakingly handsome and with whom Mo
was falling just the tiniest
bit in love.
But Luc, the Arc who
bonded with Mo, kept visiting her, encouraging her,
and he was irresistible, too.
She and Luc, Vessel
and Arc, were supposed to

fulfill a Prophesy that
would strengthen and save
two worlds. But when
Verity died, the lines of
magic had been somehow
altered and that put everyone – Arc and Flat – in
grave danger. If the magic
escaped, the Darklings
could come back, the Seraphim would gain power
and the Arcs could be destroyed. As Vessel, only
Mo could fix the lines.
But Mo just wanted her
life back. Verity was gone,
Colin was hiding something from Mo, and Luc
wasn’t being entirely
truthful, either. Why, for
instance, was Mo’s father
getting out of jail early,
and why did the Quartoren
demand that Mo attend
certain ceremonies?
The answer to those
questions could cost Mo
her life…

No doubt about it,
Tangled lives up to its
name: there’s a lot going
on here, and it takes awhile
to sort it out.
In this sequel to last
year’s Torn, author Erica
O’Rourke leads her readers deeper into two complex and dangerous worlds
with one unwilling heroine. Seventeen-year-old
Mo has always been smart
but this time, she learns to
embrace the futures and
fates she’s been dealt and
to control them herself. It’s
good to see her grow; fans
of Torn will think so, too.
If you haven’t read the
first book in this series, go
find it, then read this book
and you’ll be one of those
fans. If you’re already a
follower, though, you
know that reading Tangled
is a very good idea.

Congressman

Dennis J. Kucinich
Our Choice for the 9th District
Democratic Primary, Tuesday March 6th
Endorsed by:
 Call & Post Newspapers “... he is truly a Man of the People.”
Founded 1916
OHIO’S BLACK NEWS LEADER
CLEVELAND COLUMBUS CINCINNATI
Wednesday, February 15, 2012

OUR OPINION

Keep … Kucinich in Congress
…this newspaper endorses the candidacy of Congressman Dennis Kucinich.
While Kucinich’s congressional district is
predominantly on Cleveland’s west side, to
include suburbs, he has nonetheless been
a representative for all of northeast Ohio,
to include African-Americans.
As Chair of the Domestic Policy subcommittee of Government Oversight,
he led the way in investigating mortgage
fraud against the Black community in
Cleveland. Leading the Domestic Policy
Subcommittee, Kucinich held hearings
into the failure of Medicare contractors
to provide dental services to inner city

children.
Moreover, Kucinich worked [with] the late
Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones,
along with Republican Steve LaTourette,
in saving 900 jobs at DFAS in Cleveland;
jobs held primarily by African-Americans.
It is for these reasons and so many more,
that we give support to Congressman
Kucinich. We would hope that AfricanAmerican voters in the Toledo area get to
know Kucinich as we do.
He is truly a man of the people.

 Sun Newspapers “... Kucinich is an indefatigable problem-solver and
voice for our region. We endorse Dennis Kucinich for Congress from
District 9.”
 Northwest Ohio Minority Contractors Association
 SOAR (Steelworkers Organization of Active Retirees)
 Toledo Coalition for Safe Energy
 North Shore AFL-CIO Federation of Labor
 The Cleveland Building & Construction Trades Council
 Laborers Local 310
 Steelworkers Union Local 979
 Cleveland Police Patrolman’s Association
 Cleveland Fire Fighters Association

www.kucinich.us
Paid for by the Re-Elect Congressman Kucinich Committee P.O. Box 110475, Cleveland, OH 44111 (216) 252-9000
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Local Author Has New Book of Life, Love and Liberation
By Artisha S. Lawson
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

The term little black
book has many definitions
ranging from simple list
of contacts to brief list of
partners, however, author,
playwright and director
John Scott, PhD, has a
twist with his newest book
My Little Black Book. “I
was trying to bring out the
core moments in my life,”
said Scott.
The first section includes anecdotes about his

experiences at historic
black colleges and universities which resulted from
his program called Project
Search as a university professor and guest playwright with his play
Karma.

versity, Florida Memorial
University, Lane College,
Savannah State University, South Carolina State
University, Tennessee
State University, Virginia
State University and others.

The list of HBCUs includes: Benedict College,
Bluefield State College,
Central State University,
Fayetteville State University, Florida A&M Uni-

This personal memoir
also provides a closer look
into Scott’s experiences in
love, liberations, and famous people he has encountered such as James
Brown. “I met James
Brown in South Carolina,
he had a plastic bag and
white dinner coat over his
shoulder, went into the
bathroom to change. And
he came out saying ‘I feel
good,’ I was 20 years old,”
said Scott.

people in Toledo, Indianapolis and beyond.

Other passages provide
insight into the mindset,
music, sounds and tastes
during the revolutionary
and segregated times of
the 1960s and 1970s. Scott
dedicates this book to Nile,
Eisley, Scott and young

“Everyone has a story,
a memoir. It was liberating to focus my thoughts
and draw the most important things out. I hope
people reading will get the
hope or stupidity to write,”
said Scott.

The Friday, February
24 book signing at The
Peacock, allowed fans the
opportunity to hear firsthand and receive signed
copies of this book. One
passage that was read titled
“Brenda who smells so
good,” talks about naïve
love, lust, with an inno-

cent conclusion. “Some of
my memories of both trying to be and being in love,
and how that is both terrifying and liberating at the
same time,” said Scott.
His collections of published work are available
on
his
website
www.Scottvisions.com

Get your female cat
fixed for only $20!
Call Humane Ohio
at 419-266-5607.
Must mention ad.
Limited availability.
Lucas and Wood County
residents only.
Special price good for
February only.

All Spay/Neuter
Surgeries Performed
by Qualified, Licensed
Veterinarians (DVMs).

www.humaneohio.org
www.facebook.com/humaneohio
We are a non-profit organization.

Make March 6
for Marcy!
MARCY
D E M O C R AT F O R C O N G R E S S

www.MarcyKaptur.com
Paid for by Kaptur for Congress
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Toledo 5 Announces Casting Call for America’s Next Top
Model
Special to The Truth
At the audition, Toledo 5’s camera crew will tape all the applicants, allowing them to show
their attitude and personality on camera. A tape of all the applicants will be put together by
the Toledo 5 crew, and sent directly to the casting director, along with their applications,
copies of IDs and photos. An impartial judging panel also will select one winner from those
who audition to receive a prize package from Westfield Franklin Park and Toledo 5.
America’s Next Top Model, seen Wednesday nights at 9pm on Toledo 5, follows a group
of young women of various backgrounds, shapes and sizes who live together and vie for a
grand prize which will include a modeling contract. The finalists compete in a highly
accelerated modeling boot camp, a crash course to modeling fame that includes mentoring
by supermodel Tyra Banks and exposure to high-profile fashion industry gurus, all under 24hour-a-day surveillance of the America’s Next Top Model cameras, which chronicle every
move.
America’s Next Top Model is produced by 10 by 10 Entertainment in association with
Bankable Productions. The executive producers are Ken Mok (Making the Band), Tyra
Banks and Laura Fuest. The series was created by Tyra Banks and developed by Mok and
Kenya Barris.
Toledo 5, Toledo’s CW, is proud to announce a Casting Call for the 19th Cycle of
America’s Next Top Model. Toledo 5, Toledo’s CW will take its camera and interviewers
to Westfield Franklin Park 5001 Monroe Street in Toledo on Saturday, February 10th from
10am until 4pm. Auditions will be held in the mall’s Food Court. Previous casting calls have
seen more than one hundred applicants each.
The call is open to women between the ages of 18 and 27, and who are at least 5 feet 7 inches
in height and who are American citizens. There is no weight requirement. Applicants should
bring with them a completed application, three photos of themselves and a copy of their
driver’s license or passport, and social security card or birth certificate. Applications and
eligibility requirements are available on line on the contest page at Toledo5.com.

Toledo 5, now in its 23rd year, is the northwest Ohio/southeast Michigan affiliate of The
CW Network, which launched on September 18, 2006. Toledo 5 airs such programs as The
Big Bang Theory, Two and a Half Men, Family Guy, and Friends.
For more information, contact:
Cheryl Lightfoot, Promotions Administrator
Toledo 5, Toledo’s CW419-724-7694
clightfoot@wt05toledo.comwww.toledo5.com

Connie Schultz Headlines Women’s History Month at
BGSU
Special to The Truth
Covering Women: Journalism, Politics and Activism is the theme of this year’s
busy Women’s History
Month celebration at Bowling Green State University.
The events kick off at noon
Wednesday, Feb. 29, at The
Women’s Center in 107
Hanna Hall with Rose
Russell, feature writer for The
(Toledo) Blade. Russell will
discuss some of the advantages and disadvantages she
has had as a black female
journalist.

Pulitzer Prize-winning
columnist Connie Schultz
will visit the Women’s Center at 1:30 p.m. March 21.
Schultz, the wife of U.S. Sen.
Sherrod Brown of Ohio, will
read and discuss her recent
book “And His Lovely Wife.”
The book recounts how she
survived the relentless pace
of the campaign trail and the
attempts to reduce her role to
a ‘political appendage.”
Other events include:
·“The Women of Ciudad
Juárez: Femicide and Other

21st Century Challenges to
Human Rights in the Americas,” presented by Dr. Susana
Peña, director of the School
of Cultural and Critical Studies at BGSU, and Dr. John
Kaiser Ortiz, BGSU ethnic
studies instructor, 6 p.m.
Thursday, March 1, Wood
County District Public Li-

brary, 251 N. Main Street,
Bowling Green

p.m. March 14, 206 BowenThompson Student Union

·“Saving Muslim Women
or Sustaining a Liberal Order,” presented by Dr.
Tabassum Ruby, an instructor in women’s, gender and
sexuality studies /American
culture studies at BGSU,
noon March 14, Women’s
Center

·“Being Out on the Campaign Trail,” presented by
State Rep. Nickie Antonio
(D-13th District), 1:30 p.m.
March 16, 206 Union

·“Gender, Power and
Journalism: New Research on
Women in Newsrooms
Around the World,” presented by Dr. Carolyn Byerly,
Department of Journalism at
Howard University, 4:30

·“Fat Shame,” presented
by Dr. Amy Farrell, Department of American Studies at
Dickinson College, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 206 Union
·“!Women Art Revolution,” a film by Lynn
Hershman Leeson detailing
major developments in
women’s art through the
1970s, 7 p.m. March 26, Gish
Film Theatre, Hanna Hall
·“Taking it to the Streets:
Transforming Scholarship in
an Age of Necessity,” presented by Dr. Maria Cotera,
director of the Latino/a Studies Program at the University

of Michigan (part of the
Women’s Studies Research
Symposium), noon March
21, 308 Union
Women’s History Month
is sponsored by the Women’s
Center at BGSU and the Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies.
Co-sponsors include the Office of the Provost; the Office of Student Affairs;
American Culture Studies;
Communication Studies; the
BGSU LGBT Resource Center; the Bowling Green
branch of the American Association for University
Women; Organization for
Women’s Issues; Institute for
the Study of Culture and Society (ICS); ICS Latin American and Latino/a Studies
Cluster; Graduate Women’s
Caucus; and the departments
of Ethnic Studies, Journalism and Political Science.
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The Jeremy Lin Phenomenon – Or How Racism Keeps
Rearing Its Ugly Head
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

An Asian-American becomes a dominant figure in
the NBA, and all fans lose
their damn minds!
This is an important discussion for sports fans and
for those mindful of how race
affects society.
The Jeremy Lin story
should transcend race. He’s
an under-dog. He was days
away from being cut from the
team. Which would’ve been
his third such instance. Jeremy Lin succeeding in the
NBA even in 2012 is the
equivalent of a black man
succeeding on Wall Street in
the early 1980s.
As black people, we
should be among the last to
hate and among the first to
congratulate.
But young Lin has been
getting the very worst of
assholes from every shade.
When he lost a game, the
ESPN website had the headline “A Chink in the Armor.”
When he won a game, a
black Fox sports writer
tweeted “Some lucky lady in
NYC is gonna feel a couple
inches of pain tonight”.
Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
released LIN-SANITY flavored Ice Cream featuring
what else?
Fortune cookies. These
and dozens if not hundreds
of other insults prove that socalled professionals are either assholes or ignorant
when it comes to AsianAmericans.
I would expect those of us
who are minorities to be more
sensitive and help defend
against the overwhelming
amount of racist and stereotypical injustice done to Jeremy Lin in the media.
We’ve been through it.
We had time to go through it.
This man has become a
global icon and altered the
way millions if not billions
of people see men of Asian
descent… and he’s done in
just a couple of weeks.
And how have we handled
it?
Black athletes and sports
writers, white bloggers and
media executives and others
have all publicly effed up
what is otherwise one of the
most endearing sports sto-

ries of my lifetime.
Reason to be SPIKED
OUT!
During the 90s, I was just
as caught up in Jordan mania
as anyone else. He is the best,
ever.
But during his brief retirement, when everyone
thought they could finally get
their rings, I wasn’t cheering
for The Jazz or The Pacers or
The Rockets… I wanted New
York to win!
From John Starks, to Allan
Houston… I’ve seen the
hopes rise and fall.
From Stephon Marbury to
the Isiah Thomas fiasco…
I’ve seen the hopes rise and
fall.
I’ve never been good at
playing basketball, but I follow the hell out of it.
And among all the teams,
I’ve always followed the New
York Knicks… hoping for
the best.
This season began with
the highest of hopes.
If a big three guarantees
play-off success and maybe
a title, then now we have our
big three.
When Amare Stoudimire
went to the Knicks in 2010, I
knew it was going down. I
was excited.
Then you add Carmelo
Anthony!! What!!?!
Then you pick up my dude
Tyson Chandler fresh from
winning a ring with my favorite team the Dallas Mavericks!! Dude, this was gonna
be a great year for New York
basketball.
I’m feeling spiked out and
I’m not even there!
Baron Davis is going to
carry the offense when he’s
healthy, and until then Mike
Bibby is gonna be a beast for
us the way he used to do in
Sacramento and Atlanta…
we are set!
Then, slowly game-bygame we slipped to a losing
record of 8-15.
What the hell was going
on! Fire D’Antoni! That “run
and gun” offense has no place
in defensive-minded, hardgrinding Eastern Conference
hoops anyway!
Then, things get even
worse.
Without warning Amare
and Mello are sidelined by
personal issues and injury
leaving the already losing and
depleted team with barely a
chance in hell.
Now it’s not even about
winning a game, it’s simply
playing four quarters of basketball without resorting to
tactics seen in films like The
Waterboy.
But who is that way down
on the bench? Isn’t that the
guy who was just in the D
Leagues a few days ago? Isn’t

that the guy who the Knicks
executives haven’t even guaranteed a paycheck for because he’s likely to be cut
any moment now? Wait, is
he Asian? Oh well, throw him
in the game.
I won’t bore you with statistics, but what ensues is a
two-week stretch of one man
single-handedly changing the
fortunes of an entire sports
franchise by not only winning games…but winning
them in the midst of a contagious aura that captivated
fans from The Bronx to
Beijing.
It was dizzying and spellbinding. With every game,
the legend grew. Watching
someone be tested and every
time rise above and create a
true chemistry among teammates that until his emergence had been stagnant and
fragmented. This story could
not have been any better if it
was written and directed in
Hollywood.
But, even though Jeremy
was ready for his moment…
were we?
ASIAN AMERICAN
RACISM
Why is Chinese food
called “Chinese Food”?
Because the people who
operate the establishments
where Chinese food is sold,
ALLOW it to be called “Chinese Food.” It doesn’t mean
everyone working there is
Chinese. It doesn’t mean every Asian American you see
has to be associated with
chopsticks and fortune cookies.
Whether you realize it or
not, you have been given a
stereotypical image of Asian
and Asian-American men.
One that may be so out-dated
and unfitting that now YOU
seem like the old out of touch
racist while they are the new
thing breaking boundaries. I
was discussing this with a
friend of mine, Sherita Evans,
and she pointed out how our
society has unfairly made
Asian men seem effeminate.
Think of films like Romeo
Must Die or The Green Hornet or countless Jet Li flicks.
The Asian dude kicks all
the ass in the world but never
gets the girl. That sends a
message.
In pop culture the image
of the Asian geek or nerd just
about all our lives, so when
you have a Yao Ming or
someone… you think it’s a
fluke, an exception to the rule.
I mean, can you name five
Asian/Asian-American
MALE sex symbols?
Comedians make jokes
about Asians lack of driving
skills, Asian men are found
to be losing their women at
alarming rates as white male/

Asian female marriages have
record increases and let’s not
forget about William Hung. I
can honestly say that blacks
and Latinos have made a lot
of progress in terms of minorities branching beyond the
stereotypes that once restricted their portrayals in
American society.
Asian Americans, especially the men, not so much.
But it’s time.
In fact there has never
been a better time for the
world to awaken to a new
image of Asians and Asian
Americans. China will soon
be the most powerful nation
on earth. If Jeremy Lin can
become an icon that transforms how we view things, I

say great!
I hope Lin-Sanity forever
destroys any notion that limits what Asian American/
Asian men can be.
Why?
Because my president is
black, and he is helping destroy notions that once limited what people thought a
black man could be.
I’m convinced the same
idiots who call President
Obama “the foodstamp president” share the same degenerated DNA as the idiots finding ways to relate Jeremy Lin
to Chinese food items and
karate shoes.
Lin has a degree in economics from Harvard College. Could he be more

stereotypically “Asian?”
Our president loves the
sport of basketball, could he
be more stereotypically
“black?”
Yet, the black guy has a
degree from Harvard and the
Asian guy plays in the NBA.
The world is changing…
get used to it.
JEREMY LIN – THE
DUDE SLEEPING ON HIS
BROTHERS COUCH
Beyond his racial heritage
and America’s failure to put
it in it’s proper context, the
guy is humble.
Always an endearing quality but for a professional athlete?
Yea, this is a big deal!
(Continued on Page 14)
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The Jeremy Lin Phenomenon
(Continued from Page 13)
As many of you surely
know by now, The Jeremy
Lin saga is so compelling
because the man’s back was
against the wall and it wasn’t
even a wall in his own home
because he didn’t yet have
one because his job was up in
the air.
His contract with the
Knicks wasn’t even guaranteed the night he came off the
bench to save the asses of
everyone from Mike
D’Antoni on down. Like
many of us who recently felt
what it’s like to not have a
steady paycheck, Jeremy Lin
had to lean on family. Which
meant that even though he
was putting up all-star numbers on the court his first
week as a starter for the
Knicks, he was coming back
home to the living room sofa
in his brother’s apartment for
that first week of his stardom.
Living arrangements
aside, how Jeremy Lin has
handled the gi-normous

T
H
E

amount of media attention
crashing down on him is nothing less than superb. He is the
consummate team player.
Another President Obama
tie in, he comes across as
sincere in every word he
speaks.
Which could be good PR,
or just a good upbringing, or
both.
Yet another President
Obama tie in, he’s taken a
pre-emptive stance on clarifying his religion.
The same way people
heard Barack H. Obama and
assumed he was Muslim, is
the same way people heard
Jeremy Shu How Lin and
assumed he would be Buddhist.
Both men affirm that they
are avowed followers of the
Christian faith, but should
they really have to?
Why can’t we have a Muslim in the White House or a
sports celebrity who is Buddhist?
But that’s another article.

Jeremy is from Palo Alto,
so there’s the Facebook tie
in.
At 23, he is in the final few
years of the Generation Y
wave… those of us who have
grown up with the Internet as
a way of life. They say our
generation has seen so many
examples of rags to riches
and overnight success that it
may not be as far-fetched as
we once thought. In our
world, it’s possible to take a
simple idea in a dorm room
and turn into one of the largest I.P.O. events in history.
Race isn’t as big of deal, its
more about the collective.
One thing he doesn’t seem to
have that our younger siblings are plagued with is a
massive ego, and that is refreshing.
THE OVERALL LINPACT
Okay, I had to.
Madison Square Garden
shares hit a record high, NBA
merchandise has seen a

record surge in sales and even
a legal dispute between Madison Square Garden/The
Knicks and Time Warner
Cable which resulted in millions of New Yorkers being
unable to watch Knicks
games on TV – even that has
been resolved. All during the
reign of Jeremy Lin.
Then there’s the actual
game of basketball, in which
he torched Kobe and the Lakers for 38 points in a rare win
for New York over Los Angeles. And that’s just one of
many, many highlights since
early February.
I love this game, and its
easiest to love when it can
just be a sport.
We can’t ignore race, so
let’s hope these are just growing pains that teach us to see
people and respect their culture without using it to limit
them.
Peace.
Email or facebook search:
glasscitytruth@yahoo.com

BLACK MARKETPLACE
2 & 3Drive
BR Homes
City $155,800
Wide!
5106 Grelyn
NEW PRICE

NOPurchase
MORE STAIRS!!!
Duplex for
or Lease

Traditional
& lease
w/option
Spacious
3 bdrmfinancing
brick ranch
w/2.5
for some.
baths; 2588 sq.available
ft. of living/entertaining
Call
Montalena
@
419.320.5224
space for you and your family. Great
and follow
me...
neighborhood with easy access
to UT
bike trail.
Your Guide
Call Alma 419.297.2301
todayTo
forHome!!
a showing.

Great investment property!
condition!
Move in ready for
1500Excellant
Roosevelt
Avenue
owner or tenants.
Both units
contain
newerwith
furnace, hot water tanks,
All Brick,
1 story
3 beds
new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of large living
Bath with
car Easy access
areas and lots 1.5
of storage
space.Hugh
WOW!Kitchen,
Motivated2seller.
for showings.
GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
A black farmer takes1408
his sonsShenandoah
to see a silent horrorRoad
film showing
at a new theater Halloween night in
1930, in central Texas. Nearly
$49,000
500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a
Nice
updated
home!
vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son,
Greathimself
for the
To get inside
Lijah, who consoles
withmoney
his father's- assurance
that in the

HOUSE
FOR
SALE
- 1027
W. Woodruff
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440
sq. ft.,
2 full
baths.
Location,
location,
X4 Bedrooms X3 Full Bathrooms
location. Bright home, new carpet,
newly painted. Spacious one
X Kitchen Appliances XCentral Air
floor. Lots of storage, private garage. One great unit.
Basement 2-Car Garage
Seaway Asset
Management
Down Payment
Assistant Available For
X

X

Call Kimberly Brown
- 419.810.7097
Eligible
And More!!
JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Seaway Asset Management
Emory

Call Emory Whittington,
* 419.392.5428
Call KimberlyIII
Brown
- 419.810.7097

film, “they just be killing
white
Download
at
Please
callfolks”.
Bessie
419.260.0215
or
lulu.com/content/5743710 for
only419.810.7097
$5.00
Kim

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS
START WITH TRUSTSM

Pianist Wanted

Kynard’s
Barber
Salon
Church
looking&forStyling
a dedicated,

863responsible
W. Centraland
* Toledo,
Ohio 43610
dependable
For Appointment
.....for
248.9317
Gospel PianistCall
to play
HairSunday
Stylist:morning
Clyde *services.
Dell

ForTechniques
more information
contact:
Latest
in Hair Styles
for 419-215-9020
Ladies & Men

Houses For Rent
Everything New: Paint, Carpet,
Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK
MVP Property Management
419-244-8566.

835 Yondota - $50,000

DEBT RELIEF?
CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: baptismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert
419.297.2301
showing
$650.00
plus courtforcosts
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

FREE ADVICE

909
Blum
$7,000
ATTY.
LAFE TOLLIVER
LOT READY FOR BUILDING
Please
call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
419-249-2703
Kim 419.810.7097
a debt relief agency
per the bky code

Better
Care Lawn &
$UFKHU7UHH6HUYLFH
Show Removal
Services L.L.C.
&203/(7(75((5(029$/

FIRST H
OME Inwood
OR INVESTMENT
!
2811
- $89,000
May include other
incentives
if you
purchase
now! Unique
two-story
Need
aM
lotACOMBER
of
space?
Here’s
over 2300
1749
- $29,900
brick
located
Olde
South
End.
Totally
remodeled!for
Over
1,500
Threehome
Bd and
Bath,
Living
Rm
w/Decorative
sq.One
ft/5
bdrms;
2 baths
waiting
your
st
sq.
ft.
home
furnished
with
appliances.
1
floor
LNDY
room,
large
Fireplace, Kitchen
W/Breakfast upgrades
Nook, Newer
Roof
repairs/cosmetic
to Furnace,
restore
bedroom.
Large
closets.
Extra Maintained,
loft for entertainment.
see!it to
and Hot Water
Tank, Well
Move-InMust
Condition

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance

SOLD

its naturalAsset
beauty.
Possible short sale.
Seaway
Management
Wilma
Smith * DiSalle Real
Estate Company
Call Rickie
for Cell
an appointment
(419.494.6972)
419.350.7514
Call Kimberly
Brown - 419.810.7097
HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate
OR call 419.536.7377
Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

“A Life with
natural
and&beauty”
Better
Carehealth
Lawn

Body magic
system
- designedServices
to re-shape, restore
& revive
Show
Removal
L.L.C.
Vitamins Free Estimates
Commerical/Residential
Variety
of nutritional
supplements
Senior
Citizen
Discount
Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Insured
Bonded
Contactand
me to
set up aLandscaping
showcase Phone:
419.917.6440
* Fax:
419.754.3953
www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
www.bettercarelawnservice.com
419.346.8610
Traci Barner drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com:

ANAR Accounting
Services
2428 Lawton
Rana Daniels, ATP$29,900
- Tax Accountant

Commerical/Residential Free Estimates
Senior+5(PHUJHQF\
Citizen Discount
Insured and
Bonded Landscaping
,QVXUHGDQG%RQGHG
Phone: 419.917.6440
* Fax: 419.754.3953

www.bettercarelawnservice.com

Payroll,2Bookkeeping,
Taxes,
Corporate
Taxes,
Full baths,Individual
central air,
updated
kitchen,
Financial
and block
Administrative
Services
newerPlanning
cabinets,
windows
in
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services,
basement,
garage
w/carport
8QLRQ &KXUFK$IÀOLDWLRQ'LVFRXQWV
Please
Bessie 419.260.0215
Call Now to
Set up call
an appointment
419.727.1501 or
Kim 419.810.7097
www.anaracct.com

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big
profits from your “small”
to find out when
2409investment
Lawtononly
- $30,000
your
package
comes
have
invest
toMust
foryou
a3488
1st
time
homemore
buyermoney
or
inves6 bedroom,
2Great
1/2
baths,
sq.toft.-Custom-built
home.
make the “big”
profits?
Stop thewith
madness!
Earn
$100
in a
tor.
Large
LR/DR
3
bdrms.
Add
your
see tousing
believe.
Located
quiet
Trailcontacts.
Acres subdivision.
week
your
emailinrepairs
orthe
cell
phone
easy, Built
cosmetic
to bring
out theIt’s
natural
for entertaining
orinvestment),
large of
family.
to show
and ready
almost
free ($10
no
sales
experience
is for buyer.
character
thisEasy
home.
required and
there areAsset
no hidden
costs.
Management
Call
AlmaSeaway
Dortch-Gilbert
419.297.2301
for appointment
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com
Call
Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

!
Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace,
Dsome
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher
CE stays
plus an extra lot.
U
D Realtors
Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen,
RE
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Woodley Court - $259,000

Credit or Bad
3RZHOO·V%DUEHUGood
%HDXW\6XSSOLHV
Need a Car?
1HEUDVND7RO2+

&RPSOHWH/LQHRI%DUEHUNew
%HDXW\6XSSOLHV
or Used
3KRQH)D[
Call JP the Stork
0RQ 7XHV6DW
He Delivers
&DOYLQ3RZHOO
419.320.0863
LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.

Wanted to Clinical
Buy:Diabetes
Psychologist Supplies
Family,
Therapy
Earn Individual,
up to $12
per Marital,
box ofGroup
100 test
stripsMust
Psychological Testing, Training
expire after August
2012. Leave labels on boxes.We
remove
and shred.Call 419-740-7162
and leave
4125 Monroe
Phone: 419.472.7330
Toledo, Ohio 43606
Fax: 419.472.8675
message.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!

1543
South
Avenue
Traditional
financing
&Dlease
w/option
!- $74,900

E some.
C
Well maintained,
newly
remodavailable
for
EDU @
0 1 1/2 baths.
R
419.320.5224
eledCall
withMontalena
updates,
30bd,
9
,
9
and
$6follow me...
Basement & 2 car garage.
Your Guide
To Home!!
Call - John F. Kevern
419.261.1233
'REAT &IRST (OMEHicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!
 George
% ,ONDON
3QUARE 4OLEDO /HIO 
Hicks
 BD AND  Administrator
FULL "ATHS ,IVING RM AND &ORMAL $INING RM
2469YOUR
Maplewood
Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
,OTS OF POTENTIAL WITH
IMPROVEMENTS
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

7ILMA 3MITH $I3ALLE 2EAL %STATEFax:
#OMPANY
419.243.9174
E-mail:
ghick3@msn.com
/FFICE
 * hicksdaycare.com
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Literacy Program Assistant
Join the Read for Literacy team and help oversee
the successful implementation of the Creating Young
Readers program in elementary public and parochial schools. The primary responsibilities of the
position are to 1) organize, schedule and manage
volunteers and 2) establish and maintain positive
relationships with faculty and staff at the schools. A
Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education is required with a reading endorsement preferred. Applicants must have a valid driver’s license and reliable
transportation. This is a full-time, year round position. No health care insurance is available. Salary
range $21,000 to $25,000.
Send applications to: Read for Literacy, Inc. 325
N. Michigan, Toledo, OH 43604.

INTERESTED BIDDERS:
TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS –
LONGFELLOW ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL – ASPHALT PACKAGE
Sealed bids will be accepted by the Board of
Education of the Toledo Public School District until
1:00 pm March 14th, 2012, at the Toledo Public
Schools Treasurers’ Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd.,
Toledo, Ohio 43608, for all labor, material and supervision necessary for the Longfellow Elementary School, as more fully described in the drawings
and specifications for the project prepared by Munger
Munger + Associates Architects Inc. and will be
opened publicly and read immediately thereafter.
Bid Documents for the project may be examined
at the F.W. Dodge plan room in Columbus, Builders
Exchange in Toledo, University of Toledo – Capacity
Building, E.O.P.A. – Hamilton Building, Northwest
Ohio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, and The
Plan Room in Ann Arbor, Construction Association
of Michigan, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce and Ohio Construction News.
Bidders may obtain copies of the documents
starting February 14, 2012 which can be purchased from Toledo Blueprint, 6949 Wales Road,
Northwood, Ohio 43619, phone: (419) 661-9841.
Drawings may be obtained on CD-ROM for no
cost with the purchase of the specifications.
A Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on March 8, 2012
at 8:30 am at Toledo Public Schools Board Room,
420 E. Manhattan Blvd, Toledo, Ohio 43608.
If you have any questions or a need for additional
information, please direct all questions in writing to
Patrick.Stutler@lgb-llc.com , by phone at (419)
776-5600, or fax (877) 281-0784.
Sealed bids will be received for:
Estimates
Bid Item No. 1 – Asphalt
$183,720.00

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE
Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments
Mature Adult Community for
Persons 55 and Older. Rent
Based on Income. Heat, Appliances, Drapes, Carpeting Included.
Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

Van Needed
Trulight @ 950 Prouty is in need of a donation of
a passenger van or bus for our growing church.
Bishop Greg Early and Pastor Sheila Early
Contact: Dale 419-283-7585

African American Outreach
Coordinator – Part time
NAMI of Greater Toledo is looking for a person
familiar and involved within the African-American
Community, to represent NAMI in outreach efforts
in local events, churches, and schools. To assist in
promoting and facilitating NAMI’s educational
classes, and support groups. This position is about
8-10 hours per week.
The A.A. Outreach Coordinator will be paid on a
monthly basis, and includes mileage for direct
NAMI business. Interested and qualified candidates can send their resumes to:
lcanales@namitoledo.org or mail a resume to :
NAMI of Greater Toledo
2753 W. Central Ave.
Toledo , Ohio 43606
Attn: Education Director, Lisa Canales’
A.A. Outreach Liaison position

Elementary School Position
Star Academy of Toledo
Star Academy of Toledo is looking for one Elementary School Teacher (4th Grade). Applicants
need to have a current Ohio licensure, must be
highly motivated, passionate, team oriented and
have a genuine desire to work with young people
from an urban community. We are an equal opportunity employer and individuals from
underrepresented minority groups are encouraged
to apply. Applicants should send letter of interest,
resume’, copy of license, transcripts, references. All
information should be sent to the attention of Dr.
Ward Barnett, Curriculum Instruction Specialist Star
Academy of Toledo 1850 Airport Hwy Toledo, Ohio
43609.

Finish Drywall and Painting
Residential and commercial
Patch and match existing textures
References upon request
419-280-2967

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS
TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY
PORT AUTHORITY
TOLEDO, OHIO
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Board of
Directors that Sealed Bids will be received by the
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority for:
DOCK WALL BULKHEAD REPAIR – TOLEDO
SHIPYARD
2245 FRONT STREET, TOLEDO, OH 43605
This contract is for all equipment, tools, materials, qualified labor, supervision, and services necessary to complete the construction for the bulkhead
repair of the dock wall between Dry Dock Nos. 1 and
No. 2, Maumee River, Toledo Shipyard (Ironhead
Marine, Inc.), 2245 Front Street, Toledo, OH 43605,
in accordance with the approved plans and specifications, for the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority
at One Maritime Plaza, Toledo, OH 43604. Bids will
be received at the Port Authority’s administrative
offices at One Maritime Plaza, Toledo, OH 43604
until Thursday, March 8, 2012, at 3:00 PM, at which
time and place all bids will be publicly opened and
read aloud. Plans, Specifications, Instructions to
Proposers, and Forms of Proposal and Contract are
on file, and may be obtained by either (1) obtaining
hard copies from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola
Road, Toledo, OH 43615, phone 419.385.5303,
during normal business hours, or (2) ordering and
paying through Becker Impressions’ plan room at
www.beckerplanroom.com at a non-refundable price
of $30.00.
The full announcement may be viewed at http://
www.toledoportauthority.org/PublicNotices.aspx.

Alpha Towers Apartments
525 E. Woodruff
Now accepting applications for 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments.
Mature adult community for persons 62 and
older. Rent based on income. All
utilities. Appliances. Blinds. Service coordinator on site. Call 419246-1258 for details

Part Time Maintenance Person
For medical equipment maintenance of
power wheelchairs and power scooters
Part-time
Call Ken at 419-865-0089

Wanted to Buy:Diabetes Supplies
Earn up to $12 per box of 100 test stripsMust
expire after September 2012. Leave labels on
boxes.We remove and shred.Call 419-740-7162
and leave message.

PROGRAM MANAGER, CPST
Unison Behavioral Health Group is seeking a fulltime Program Manager to provide clinical and administrative supervision to a CPST team. Duties will
include providing supervision to employees, tracking and monitoring of program requirements, serving on committees, representing the agency to community partners and providing clinical services as
needed.
Qualified candidates must have leadership ability and creative problem solving skills. LPCC-S,
LISW-S, or RN is required, along with previous
experience with adults with serious mental illness.
Prior case management and supervisory experience is preferred.
Send resume with salary requirements or
apply to:
Human Resources - PMCPST
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org
EOE

AOD THERAPIST
Unison Behavioral Health Group Inc. is seeking
an experienced AOD Therapist to work with adults,
children or adolescents providing individual, family
and group counseling, case management and prevention services.
Candidate must possess a bachelor’s degree, a
minimum of two years experience working with
children and adolescents with chemical dependency
issues and one of the following Ohio licenses –
LSW, LISW, PC, PCC, CDCA, LCDC II, LCDC III or
LICDC. A Master’s degree and dual mental health
/chemical dependency licensure preferred.
Send resume or apply to:
Human Resources Director -AOD
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org
EOE
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Family, Friends and Fellow Congregants Help George
Kendrick Celebrate 100th
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

George Kendrick
was born in Clarksville,
TN 100 years ago, a
1912 Leap Year/Leap
Day baby, and moved
to Toledo in 1947.
He was born to Mary

churchgoers joined
Kendrick at the Laborers Local 500 Hall on
Ashland Avenue to
help him celebrate a
century on Planet Earth.
Kendrick, who has
been a member of Calvary for about 40 years,
arrived in Toledo from
Muncie, IN and worked
in construction, primarily as a bricklayer, for
years before his retirement.
His wife Nora passed
away five years ago but
Kendrick remains active and busy, cutting
his own grass and taking care of his cooking
and cleaning chores.
What keeps the centenarian entertained
these days?
That would be baseball. He continues a
life-long love affair
with America’s pasttime.

Maybry and Isaiah
Kendrick, one of 17 siblings combined born to
those two individuals.
This past weekend,
family, friends and fellow Calvary Baptist

Owens Community College
Toledo-area Campus to Host
Northwest Ohio’s Largest
College Preview Night, March 7
Special to The Truth
More than 100 public and private colleges and universities from Ohio and the surrounding
states will visit the Toledo area as Owens Community College serves as host to Northwest
Ohio’s largest College Preview Night on Wednesday, March 7.
Established in 1987, the event will occur from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and is sponsored by the
counseling staffs of 21 local high schools and Owens. College tables will be set up in Owens’
Student Health and Activities Center and presentations will be held in the Center for Fine and
Performing Arts and the Audio/Visual Classroom Center. Owens is located on Oregon Road
in Perrysburg Township. Admission to College Preview Night is free and the public is
encouraged to attend.
“College Preview Night is a great chance for high school students and their parents, as well
as adult students, to visit with admissions representatives and learn about the various
educational opportunities available at colleges and universities throughout the surrounding
region,” said Kari Morgan, Owens Admissions Representative. “Owens Community College
is proud to once again work with area high schools in sponsoring an event that will aid students
in choosing their career path.”
The event will provide prospective students the opportunity to visit with various college
and university representatives and pick up important information about admission requirements. Individuals will also learn about financial aid, student activities, academic program
offerings, athletic eligibility and accommodations for students with special needs.
Informational sessions will also occur throughout the evening. Attendees can hear
presentations on financial aid, online financial aid resources, planning for college, preparing
for the ACT test, preparing to transfer from one academic institution to another and admission
to military academies and the ROTC.
In addition, representatives from local financial institutions will be present to provide
information on student loans and high school counselors will be available during the event
to answer general college questions. Representatives of the various military branches will
also be on hand to discuss admission to military academies, the ROTC and other scholarshiprelated programs.
For more information about College Preview Night, call (567) 661-7777
or 1-800-GO-OWENS, Ext. 7777.

