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A Matter of Respect

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

1 know one thing we did right
Was the day we started to fight
Keep your eyes on the prize....
- Civil Rights Movement Song

The days of civil engagement went out with The
Cosby Show and was replaced with a culture of
disrespect and incivility that emerged with Beavis
and Butt-head and the arrival of The Simpsons.

Treating human beings with dignity and respect
had been a source of power and the established means
for attaining social advantage, erasing class bound-
aries and eliminating social divisions between the
rich and poor.

But today, expletive-laced shouts during school
board sessions no longer raises eyebrows. Heated
verbal exchanges, filled with language more befit-
ting barrooms, are likely to take place on any given
Sunday in church parking lots or even sanctuaries. Women, are being maliciously
and openly labeled ‘sluts,” and minorities publicly demeaned and devalued by
patriarchal, misogynistic and supremacist political ideologues.

Perhaps most troubling, has been the evil-minded disrespect shown to President
Barack Obama since being elected to office. During an address, he has been called
a liar by a member of Congress, had a finger pointed in his face by a governor, had
guns brought to presidential appearances and has been under a constant barrage of
verbal attacks by pundits and elected officials pursuing political capital. And
depending upon how the Supreme Court decides, the most aggressive put down of
all, may be the attempt to “get in the President’s face” by ‘jacking him for his
crowning jewel - the Affordable Health Care Act.

How to respond seems to be the relevant question for the president?

President Obama’s response to date has been to “fly above” the negativity,
placing his quest for a second term in jeopardy.

Whereas, studies show that these incivilities can be precursors to other spiral-
ing, increasingly intense, and overtly aggressive acts. Rarely is violence a sponta-
neous act. More often, it is the culmination of escalating patterns of negative
interactions resulting in violent incidents such as the recent Trayvon Martin or
Tulsa, Oklahoma killings.

To ignore the current culture where the lack of mutual respect or failure to treat
others with dignity, is to court danger.

The president might turn to his organizing roots or early inner-city experiences,
and where respect is the unchallenged framework for survival, to understand the
universal law that states: “unanswered transgressions encourage further transgres-
sions.”

One thing is certain, “the streets” is THE acknowledged arena that truly has an
appreciation for the consequences of winning and losing. The “brothers”might
also be the only ones who can advise the president on how to escape constantly
being “rolled on” politically.

How might they advise President Obama regarding being “dissed”?

They would tell him that the first point of business is to “manage your position
of respect.” In order to maintain your honor, you have to act crazy in order to let
those who try to elevate themselves by putting you down know in no uncertain
terms, that “you ain’t the one who can be messed with.” You got to get your props
from them upstarts or everybody and they mama will try to roll you.

President Obama’s image management, which has portrayed him as “decent”
and hip rather than “street,” seems to have deprived him of the flexibility needed
to respond appropriately to his political opposition.

It is this struggle between decency and street or the Nice Guys’ dilemma, faced
by many young blacks and which Obama himself, must now negotiate.

Sylvie Taylor, PhD, in sharing her parental concerns for black adolescents,
stated:

“How do I ensure that his self-esteem remains strong and intact while I protect
him from the harms that await him? How do I make sure he survives? How do I
make sure that he comes home alive and unharmed every day?

“In my household, that has been about many talks and life lessons. We started
with a lot of rules that were passed on from grandparents, parents, and other elders.
Don’t touch things in the store that you do not plan to buy. Be kind and courteous;
address your elders by title and never by first name — show respect. Please, thank
you — shake hands, it is a pleasure to meet you. No red tee shirts, no sagging, no
hoodies, no over-sized clothes! You wear clothes that fit! Fashion? Talk to the
hand.”

The only problem is that portraying this decency role publicly is seen as a sign
of weakness and leaves one vulnerable. So, even those with a strong decency
orientation, have to know the code of the street and how to play the game; how to
dress and interact in a way that mimics the street in order to survive. Therefore nice
guys learn to code-switch - act one way at home and present themselves differently
with peers.

In order to avoid being bullied and bothered, both decent and street must say
loud and clear through behavior, words and gestures “if you mess with me, I’'m man
enough to make you pay.”

And President Obama must also understand, that in the dog eat dog worlds of
both poverty and politics, “its better to be feared than loved.”

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.M.n, at
drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org

Community Calendar

April 11-13

City of Zion, Mt. Zion Church Toledo District Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship
International Intercessory Prayer Conference: 6 pm nightly; Speakers Bishop Jerome
Ross, Bishop Duane Tisdale, Bishop William H. Murphy: 419-246-1850

April 14

Global Youth Service Day: Hosted by United Way and North Toledo Network; 9 am
to noon; Friendly Center Gymnasium: 419-243-1289 ext 304

Community Health Fair and 14" Annual Prostate Cancer Education & Awareness
Program: Sponsored by Toledo Council of Black Nurses and OACWC; Cordelia Martin
Health Center; 10 am to 2 pm; Raffles - $100 Kroger Gift Certificate and $25 gas card:
419-531-4310 or 419-534-2915

Women Empowerment Luncheon: Parkwood Community Center; Anger issues,
behavior problems, doubtfulness, fear, bad finances, and more; 11:30 am to 1:30 pm:
419-241-9789

District 4 Community Cleanup

Phillips Temple CME Church Beginners Ballroom Class: 5 to 7 pm; Pre-Women’s
Day Event

April 15

St. Paul AME Zion S.T.A.R.Z. Dance Ministry 4" Anniversary: 4 pm; Guests include
Warren AME Dance Ministry, Tyreese Bell, Trina Willis, Tonya Steward, Selina
Perryman, Opal Dunlap: 419-870-5747 or 419-243-1065

Beulah Baptist Church Pastoral Anniversary: 6" Anniversary for Pastor Ronald
Taylor; 4 pm; Guests — Rev. F.A. Shears and Rossford Baptist

April 17

Northwest Ohio Psychiatric Hospital Annual Health Fair;: In recognition of Minority
Health Month; Refreshments, massages, screenings, etc; 11 am to 4 pm: 419-381-1811

Community Health Fair: 11 am to 4 pm; Sponsored by the NW Ohio Psychiatric
Hospital and the African American Women Cancer Support Group; 930 S. Detroit: 419-
381-1881

April 17-19

Calvary MBC Spring Revival: 7 pm; Tuesday — Pastor Derek Arnold of Bethlehem
Baptist; Wednesday - Pastor Stanley Clark of United Vision; Thursday — Rev. Pat
McKinstry of Worship Center: 419-242-8379

April 19
Tiffany Reynolds Ministries
www.followingmypassion.org

Conference: 1-855-234-9797  or

April 20

Glass City Gospel Celebration: 7 pm; River Life Church; Featuring Half Mile Home,
Bryan Scott, Min Mark Williams, Twinkie Clark, Debra Brock, The Difference, Newsom
Family Singers and many more: 419-810-2483

April 21

“A Holistic Workshop Focused on Mind, Body and Spirit:” 1 1 am to 1 pm; Featuring
guest speaker LaQuintta Newton; United MBC: 419-380-1455

Global Youth Service Day: Graffiti Free Project; Hosted by United Way and North
Toledo Network; 9 am to noon; Friendly Center Gymnasium: 419-243-1289 ext 304

Warren AME Second Annual Community Dental Clinic: For families; 12:30 pm;
Dental screenings, skin care, nutrition and exercise clinic, budgeting for health: 419-243-
2237

Take Back the Night: Community rally women’s march to end all violence against
women; Collier Bldg at UT Health Science campus; 6 pm — resource center; 7 pm —
clothesline project, silent witness project, bandanna project

April 27-29
Calvary Baptist Church Women’s Ministry Spring Retreat: 419-787-9635
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The Future of Medicare

By Senator Sherrod Brown
Guest Column

harlotte is a nurse
from southwest
Ohio who also ad-

vocates for seniors. Like
other Ohio seniors, she has
paid into Medicare and So-
cial Security all her working
life. And, like many Ohio
seniors, Charlotte recently
wrote to me that she “value[s]
traditional Medicare and
doesn’t want to let it whither
on a vine.”

Yet the big insurance
companies — and their allies
in Washington—want to strip
Medicare to help fund extra
tax cuts to millionaires.

The House of Represen-
tatives just passed a budget

that would give tax breaks to
millionaires and oil compa-
nies while ending Medicare
as we know it. The bill would
fundamentally change the
way older Americans pay for
health care and jeopardize
the stability of long-term care
funding.

The House-passed bud-
getwould turn Medicare into
a voucher system, which
means that seniors would get
afixedamountno matter how
high or how quickly health
costs climb. Not only would
the House proposal strip
away Medicare’s guaranteed
benefits, it would require se-
niors to pay thousands of
dollars in additional out-of-
pocket health care expenses
each year. If seniors wanted
tokeep theirtraditional Medi-
care, they would be forced to
pay more.

Fortunately, this wrong-
headed proposal will not go
any further. A clear majority
of Senators agree with me
that we need to stop this radi-

cal attempt to undermine
Medicare.

Congress should stand up
for Medicare and make it
stronger. Cutting costs by
cutting service helps no one.
Instead, we should focus on
innovative ways to reduce
Medicare spending while
ensuring that it can continue
to meet the needs of Ohio
seniors. Right now, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
can negotiate bulk discounts
onprescription drugs for vet-
erans, but Medicare can’t do
the same for seniors. By giv-
ing the Secretary of Health
and Human Services negoti-
atingauthority, we could save
millions reducing Medicare
cost by an estimated $20 bil-
lion over the next 10 years.

Ohio’s seniors have
worked hard, paid into Medi-
care, and deserve a program
that truly meets their health
care needs. Our seniors de-
serve better than an under-
funded voucher that would
put them at the mercy of the

Westfield Franklin Park and United Way
Bring Global Youth Service Day to
Northwest Ohio

Special to The Truth

Inrecognition of the power
of young people to change the
world, Westfield Franklin
Park, in partnership with the
United Way, is proud to be a
part of bringing the 24" An-
nual Global Youth Service Day
to Northwest Ohio.

Global Youth Service Day,
thelargestannual serviceevent
in the world, brings together
millions of children and youth
every year to improve their
communities through service
and service-learning.

“Westfield Franklin Park
is proud to support Global
Youth Service Day. Young
people have so much to give,
and we’re proud to help them
shine,” said Erika Williams,
general manager of Westfield
Franklin Park.

Community-wide, more
than 1,600 people will disperse
from 9 a.m. until noon the
morning of April 21 for ser-
viceprojects like graffiti clean-
up withneighborhood centers,
arts and crafts with seniors, or
storm drain stenciling with
Partners for Clean Streams,
and many more. Participants
will come together at the con-
clusion for a free lunch and
celebration at the Toledo Zoo.
Local personalities, such as
Mayor Bell, willbe on-hand to
serve up lunch and speak to
youth about the importance of
service. There are also several
youth entertainment groups
performing. As an additional
incentive, the Toledo Zoo will
be granting participating youth
free access for the remainder

of the day.

One of Westfield Franklin
Park’s team members, Carla
Leonard, and her 12-year old
daughter Corryn decided to
participate in this year’s Glo-
bal Youth Service day after
hearing about it on Facebook.
They will spend the morning
together painting a home for
the Epilepsy Center.

“l want my daughter to
understand the value in serv-
ing the community she lives
in. Life is bigger than just you,
and I want her to understand

theimportanceofservice,”said
Carla Leonard.

Participants can pick up
their t-shirts and supplies at
Westfield Franklin Park on
Saturday, April 14 in the cen-
ter court from 9am — llam.
Caribou will also be offering
free coffee to participants with
avolunteer shirt.

To contact Carla and
CorrynLeonardforcomment,
contact Julie Heigel at 419-
473-3317 and she will con-
nect you.

private insurance industry.
Before the passage of Medi-
care, 30 percent of our
nation’s seniors lived below
the poverty line, only half
had health insurance, and in-
surance usually only covered
visits to the hospital. Now,
thanks to Medicare, nearly
98 percent of seniors have
health coverage and more
than 90 percent live above
the poverty line.

Congress must take con-
crete steps to ensure the sol-
vency of this important pro-
gram for all Americans. We
can make Medicare better,
but we should not destroy a
program that works for mil-
lions of Americans. To think
that some would slash Medi-
care so that they could give
tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans disrespects hard-
working Ohioans, Ohioans
like Charlotte who have
played by the rules and rely
upon Medicare to be there
for them when they retire.

That’s why I will continue
to stand up for Ohio seniors
who deserve better than this
plan. And I will fight back

against attempts to turn back
the clock on the advance-
ments America has made to
protect our seniors.

Special to The Truth

The NAACP released
the following statement
from NAACP Presidentand
CEO Benjamin Todd Jeal-
ous regarding special pros-
ecutor Angela Corey’s de-
cision to forgo a grand jury
in the Trayvon Martin case:

“We hope this decision
signals  the special
prosecutor’s intention to
liveupto herreputationasa
passionate, justice-focused
attorney and bring charges
against Zimmerman her-
self,” stated NAACP Presi-
dent and CEO Benjamin
Todd Jealous. “The future

NAACP Reacts to Decision
to Cancel the Grand Jury in
Trayvon Martin Case

ofthis case now rests solely
with her and we have faith
that she will do her best to
secure justice for Trayvon
Martin.”

Over the lasttwo weeks,
tens of thousands of people
around the country have
signed the NAACP petition
that asks the special pros-
ecutor to handle Trayvon’s
case with passion and an
eye for justice.

The petition can be
found here. http:/
action.naacp.org/page/s/
trayvon-letter

r_:'.'-'.' ’ |'".I"f i iF

Iip /

b e i prd e ek

]
:'.ln"f'_.r:".lr

P

.1[(1‘-:[”(“!“ -

g WORNTHWEST owid

-'\-u.u -\.ii Lupwd Fumick ol

E'IL AL Lyt -Ztn‘,.jl
| ]

POURTE (WA YERIE frad

{ ttors frowthe Heait

Thais Fesvmanlav Foalipndl moa cagm
g i -
i i

&1 il B [Pl

WAt hrepesbA oFg
1 TRk Ml |



Page 4

The Sojourner’s Truth

April 11,2012

Frederick Douglass Community Association Hosts 1st

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Special to The Truth

Children ran around,
squealing with delight and
parents had plenty of smiles
this past Saturday as nearly
200 kids enjoyed a carnival
like atmosphere at the
Frederick Douglass Commu-
nity Association (FDCA).

The FDCA held its 1st
annual Easter Egg Hunt and
children had the opportunity
to enjoy games, face paint-
ing, prizes, hot dogs and
drinks, a bounce house, and
of course an egg hunt. Most
ofallthey had a visit from the
Easter Bunny!

As the FDCA focuses on
“Renewingits Relevancy” to

the community, it decided

thathaving a Easter Egg Hunt ™
would be one event that area

children would enjoy. Spe-

cial thanks are in order for | |

Natacia Parker and interim
Executive Director Sonya
Newton, who put in many
hours of planning and orga-
nizing the event. The board
of the FDCA and members
ofthe community contributed
financially to make it a huge

success. As one parent put it, Al
v

“Hats off to the FDC[A]!! Tt
was very well done. It was
good to be in the midst of the
community from where we
were reared.”

The FDCA programcom-  ger and better. As one board The FDCA’s next event

| mittee has already begun memberstated,“wewantkids will be Saturday, April 28,

planning fornextyear’s Eas-  to enjoy themselves and we 2012 with its Spring Talent
ter Egg Hunt to make it big-  want even more next year.”  and Fashion show.

FDCA Board President, Karl Parker; City Councilwoman Paula Hicks-Hudson;
Easter Bunny; Vaughn Jackson

s 1ax Time!

Tax season is almost over! April 17, 2012 is the last day to file.

Soact NOW! Call Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union, your
Community Development Credit Union, today , to schedule

your appointment for your FREE tax preparation,

Appointments are limited, and filling up
fast, so call NOW!

Toledo Lirban Federal Credit Lnion
1339 Dorr Street
Toledo, OH 43607
419-255-8876

Toledo Urban
Federal Credit Union

Building BerterButires
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The State of Education in the Black Community

Celebrating 10 Years of Education Reporting

By Candice Harrison
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Education is the passport
to the future, for tomorrow
belongs to those who pre-
pareforittoday. Malcolm X

For many years, educa-
tion has been a major topic of
discussion and debate. With
graduationand drop outrates,
standardized test scores and
school district report cards
all being at the forefront of
the conversation, the ques-
tion emerges, where are we
now as a community and be-
yond in terms of education
compared to 10 years ago?

In the 2000-01 school
year, the average dropoutrate
for grades nine-12 was 3.9
percent according to the Na-
tional Center for Education
Statistics. The dropout rate
in Ohio schools was the low-
est for Asian/Pacific Island-
ers (2.4) and non Hispanic
whites (3.0) and highest for
Hispanics (8.9) and blacks
9.2).

Reports have shown that
education is an important in-
dicator of economic well be-
ing. Not only do higher lev-
elsofeducationreflect higher
income, but also in many cir-
cumstances more education
leads to higher levels of heath
and well being. In the U.S.,
adults ages 18 and over who
worked at any time during
2001 earned an average of
$35,805 per year. Average
earnings ranged from
$18,793 for those without a
high school diploma to
$101,375 for those with a
professional degree. The
2005-2006, the Toledo Pub-
lic schools graduation rate
was 90.5, according to the
Ohio Department of Educa-
tion.

The National Assessment
of Educational Progress
(NAEP), also known as “the
Nation’s Report Card,” is a
nationally representative and
continuing assessment of
what America’s students
know and can do in various
subject areas. Assessments
are provided on the state level
as well.

Results indicated that
Ohio eighth graders per-
formed on par or higher than
the national average in the
subject areas of math, sci-
ence, writing and reading. In
2003, there was no statistical
difference in average math
score between male and fe-

male eighth graders—repre-
senting a change from 1990
when males had a higher av-
erage score than females.

Female students had
higher average scores than
males in both reading and
writing; however, in the area
of science, eighth grade boys
had a statistically higher av-
erage score than did girls.

SOURCE: U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, Institute
of Education Sciences, Na-
tional

Center for Education Sta-
tistics, National Assessment
of Educational Progress
(NAEP);

How are students
performing now?

Third Grade Reading—35
percentof students from low-
income households read at
below proficient levels, with
27 percentreading at the pro-
ficient level

Graduation Rate— 63 per-
cent (based on new state rate
to more accurately account
for on-time, cohort based,
student rates of graduation)

Over the past 10 years,
there have been significant
adjustments made in an ef-
fort to improve and increase
the number of educational
opportunities.

Charter Schools-

Charter schools are an-
other driving force in the de-
cline of students enrolled in
the public school districts.
Charter schools have
emerged as asignificantcom-
petitor to the traditional
schools by offering an alter-
native. However, charter
schools are also public
schools. Since the first Char-
ter School opened in Minne-
sota in 1991, interest has
spread across the country.

Today, all but eight states
have a charter school law in
place. More than 690,000
students are enrolledin 2,695
schools across the United
States. Currently, the Ohio
Council of Community
Schools sponsors 48 charter
schools located in Toledo,
Maumee, Cleveland, Canton,
Springfield, Trotwood, Co-
lumbus, Whitehall, Dayton,
Middletown and Cincinnati.

The 1997 law enabling
charter schools in Ohio be-
gan as a “pilot” in Lucas
County allowing amaximum

of 20 charter schools. The
Aurora Academy opened in
1998 as the first charter
school in Ohio. Today, over
300schools existin Ohio with
a total enrollment approach-
ing 87,000 students.

No Child Left Behind-

Developed in 2001, the
legislation was designed to
ensure accountability and
flexibility as well as increased
federal support for education.
No Child Left Behind con-
tinues the legacy of the Brown
v. Board decision by creat-
ing an education system that
ismore inclusive, responsive
and fair. This in part has im-
pacted a declination in stu-
dents enrolled in the public
school district.

Closing the achieve-
ment gap (CTAG)
Toledo Public Schools

received a $1.1 million state
grantin 2007 to create a plan
to close the achievement gap
of ninth-grade at-risk male
at-risk male freshman stu-
dents at Scott, Woodward
and, at the time, Libby high
schools that were identified
as benefiting from a Closing
the Achievement Gap pro-
gram.

The United Way of
Greater Toledo

The United Way as an
organization has identified
education as one of their top
community impact areas.
According to the local
website, nationwide, a stu-
dent drops out of high school
every seven seconds. In To-
ledo, the Ohio Department
of Education’s updated
method of measurement puts
our graduation rate at 63 per-
cent.

The United Way has also
reported thatthe drop-outrate
impacts entire communities
as students who drop out of
school are more likely to be
unemployed during eco-
nomic turn downs, pay far
less in taxes and consume far
more in public assistance
benefits. Those same students
are more likely to continue
the cycle of poverty and re-
main six times more likely to
drop out than their peers.

They have charged the
community to look at each
child as a whole person, not
justasastudent because when

children start behind, they
remain behind. Education
Director for The United Way
of Greater Toledo Greg
Braylock said that, currently,
kindergarten readiness is at
37 percent of students from
low-income households. Stu-
dents from these families are
generally under-prepared and
not ready to succeed when
they enter kindergarten.

The local United Way
early childhood/school-
readiness efforts span educa-
tion, health, and public
policy. They are working to
ensure that children receive
adequate health care to focus
and thrive in the classroom.

Schools as Community
Hubs
Community Hubs are a
strategy for organizing the
resources of the community
around student success. This
initiative is intended to make
a school — a place that al-

ready acts as a natural anchor
for children—the center ofan
entire neighborhood. Its in-
tegrated focus onacademics,
services, supports and oppor-
tunities leads to improved
student learning, stronger
families and healthier com-
munities.

Not only will children
learn at their school, but that
school will become a hub
outside of normal schools
hours for an entire neighbor-
hood, offering services like
out-of-school activities and
enrichment, parent involve-
ment, medical and dental ser-
vices, mental health services,
social services adult educa-
tion and community and eco-
nomic development. The
Hub strategy is in the imple-
mentation stage and four
schools locally are consid-
ered community ‘hubs’- Scott
High School, Leverette,
Pickett and Robinson El-
ementary Schools will all

Do You Want to Choose
the School that Your
Child Attends?

Fowr Child May be Eligibie for an

serve as a location that will
attend to the barriers in the
community that hinder stu-
dent success onholistic level.
Onenewly-hired Commu-
nity Hub director said that
this new strategy “has the
power to break barriers that
have a longstanding history
of contributing to disparities.
Things like access to medi-
cal care, parent education,
economic and community
development are all things
that help families become
more stable. When families
are stable overall, the student
will be more successful.”
She went on to add that,
“if we have a student whose
parent is in need of a job,
lack of income is a barrier. If
there’s a student (or parent)
with a chronic illness, that’s
abarrier. We want to be able
to provide services that can
in breaking those. The thing
that makes this program awe-
(Continued on Page 6)
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Education Reporting

(Continued from Page 5)

some is the idea, that even if
youdon’thaveastudent who
attends one of the hubs, the
services are still available to
you if you live in that com-
munity!” A neigh-
borhood with theirneeds met
while building community
with each other is a neigh-
borhood thatultimately takes
care of one another. The Hubs
will transform the way the
community provides support
for our kids and delivers ser-
vices to our neighborhoods
simultaneously.

Mentoring groups-

The Village50 -

The VillageS0 is a non-
profit organization of dedi-
cated African-American
male professionals, who
strongly believe that it takes
a“village” to notonly raise a
child, butto saveachild. The
group serves as advocates for
at-risk youth and families
residing in the economically
disadvantaged communities,
of the Greater Toledo, Ohio
Area.

Their programs and ser-
vices are designed to inspire,
encourage, educate,
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strengthen and empower at-
risk youth in the community.
The co-founder of the orga-
nization, Lawrence Tribble,
says that the biggest barriers
are “parent or lack of parents
in the home whether it’s a
one or two parent home or
lack of a father present in the
home, the second are the
teachers. Some are mis-edu-
cating the students. Many
times, teachers don’thave the
understanding or try to gain
the understanding of the best
way to serve our students.
The first thing we (Village
50) try to do is educate the
parents. One we engage the
children, we have to engage
the parents. We like to hold
them accountable and let
themknow whatrole they’ve
played in the situation. We
teach them how to do their
jobs better. We then engage
the school. The school needs
to know some of the circum-
stances in the student’s lives
that contribute to low perfor-
mance in school.”

Right now, the organiza-
tion has nearly 50 men who
volunteer their time, commu-

Do the Math!

Save up to $1,250 on your child's private education!
Apply for a scholarship today!
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nity and monetary resources
tomake the program success-
ful.

Albert Earl, also a co-
founder said that “one of the
mostoverlooked barriers that
people often don’t see and
it’s community-wide and not
justcentered around the home
isthe idea that we don’t show
children the value in educa-
tion. For example, children
that play sports and children
that commit crimes are high-
lighted in the news ata much
higher rate than those who
excel academically.

“How often do we see a
child inthe news that’s on the
honor roll? But, I guarantee
every time I turn on the news,
I’ll see a student who has
committed crime or has done
something greatin sports. We
don’thighlight and uplift the
child thatis doing well. Even
if it’s not straight A’s, if its
straight B’sand C’s, but given
that child’s environment B’s
and C’s are a huge accom-
plishment.

“I’ve heard adults say
‘well that’s notnewsworthy.’
If that’s what we’re saying,
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then in essence we’re saying
that education isn’t that im-
portant. If a child can walk
into a store and pick up the
localnewspaper and see their
peers highlighted for either
being a great athlete, or on
the front and see them fea-
tured for being a gang mem-
ber or committing a crime,
we’re telling them that is
what’s of value.

“We, as a community,
need to show our children
that education is important
and invaluable. I think thatis
something extremely over-
looked and we need to deter-
mine who is defining us as a
community. Right now, it’s
not us. We need to figure out
what do we have planned to
highlight the positive stories
in education?”

Student African-Ameri-
can Brotherhood (S.A.A.B)

Accordingtothe S.A.A.B
website, “the U.S. Census and
the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation 2005 Almanac, found
that, although black males
represented 47.5 percent of
the African-American popu-
lation in 2000, black male
students are not encouraged
toachieve academically dur-
ing their primary and sec-
ondary education, have the
lowest high school grade
point average (GPA) com-
pared to other groups, fail to
finish high school, are
disproportionally targeted for
disciplinary actions includ-
ing expulsion, and are
disproportionally placed in
behavior disorder and spe-
cial education classrooms
(Bonner & Bailey, 2006;
Cuyjet, 2006; Strayhorn,
2008).

Hence, those who make it
to college often lack indis-
pensable requirements for
success, including basic com-
prehension, and reading,
writing, and test-taking skills
(Adelman, 1996; McGinnis,
2002).
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Aggravating these prob-
lems is the lack of institu-
tional commitment to pro-
viding African-American
males academic support ser-
vices (i.e. mentoring, tutor-
ing) and to establishing a
welcoming campus environ-
ment (Swail, 2000; Flowers,
2004; Schwartz & Washing-
ton, 2002). These factors, in
turn, affect the retention and
graduation rates of black
men.

Black males are not only
the least likely to enroll in
college, but are also the most
likely to drop out without
earning a bachelor’s degree.
A 2006 U.S. Department of
Education report shows that
only nine percent of all stu-
dents receiving a baccalau-
reate degree were African
Americans in 2001, com-
pared to 27 percent for
whites. Less than three per-
centofblack men earned their
degrees from 2001 to 2002
(American Council on Edu-
cation, 2003).

Inaddition to the race gap,
the scholastic achievement
gap between African-Ameri-
canmen and African-Ameri-
can women has not gone un-
noticed. Studies show that
black women are twice as
likely to earn their baccalau-
reate degrees compared to
their male counterparts
(American Council on Edu-
cation, 2003; Cuyjet, 2006.)
“Areport by the Washington
DC based Council of the
Great City Schools found that
only four percent of college
students were black males.

SAAB is an national or-
ganization that focuses on
increasing the number of Af-
rican-American and Latino
men who graduate from col-
lege by creating a positive
peer community based on a
spirit of caring. SAAB oper-
ates through student run
chapters with professional
advising and mentorship to
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assist young men to excel
academically, socially, cul-
turally, spiritually and in the
community. This organiza-
tion is found on both the
middle, secondary and colle-
giate levels with the national
headquarters being located
in Toledo.

The organization
was founded and still contin-
ues to be led by Tyrone
Bledsoe, Ph.D. Scott High
School S.A.A.B coordinator
Joshua Archer says the orga-
nization “connects students
toanational network of posi-
tiverole models, the national
network provides support
and holds it’s members ac-
countable throughout their
academic career and beyond.

Toledo Public School Dis-
trict “Race to the Top”

The TPS district received
federal dollars to implement
national educational stan-
dards, use data to drive in-
struction, reward great teach-
ers and leaders while turning
around the lowest achieving
schools. The monies willalso
prepare teachers to imple-
ment the standards and pro-
vide accessible data in the
building and classroom level.
Another new piece includes
the introduction and imple-
mentation of performance-
based evaluations for teach-
ersand administrators as well
as research based interven-
tion in high need schools.

This is merely a fraction
of the programs and services
developed in the area to as-
sist in student success. As
presidential administrations
increasingly place education
as a top priority, and con-
tinue to make federal dollars
available creating more ac-
cess for students to continue
to utilize the programs and
services, itis hoped by policy
makers that student achieve-
ment will show measureable
and significantimprovement.
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Library Offers Living Well with Less Series - Great
Opportunities in Home Ownership!

By Rhonda B. Sewell, Library Media Relations Coordinator

Special to The Truth

In observance of Money
Smart Week (April 21-28),
the Toledo-Lucas County
Public Library is pleased to
offer more programs in its
Living Well with Less, a
FREE series designed to pro-
vide adults with information
on opportunities to work at
home, saving money, home
ownership and more!

Money Smart Week is a
series of free classes and ac-
tivities nationwide designed
to help consumers better
manage their personal fi-
nances.

If you’re having a hard
time stretching your budget,
or just want to find creative
ways to make some extra
money, our Living Well with
Less series is designed just
for you:

* Monday, April 23

a) (6-8 p.m.) — Great Op-
portunities in Home Owner-
ship! @ McMaster Center.
Main Library, 325 Michigan
St. (Great opportunities in
home ownership in Toledo

Gt information on programs by:

and Northwest Ohio. Find out
about programs that can help
homebuyers find financial
help with mortgages and
down payments, and attrac-
tive homes renovated and
built by local community
groups.)

b) (6:30 -8 p.m.) — Learn

about Working at Home @
Heatherdowns Branch Li-
brary, 3265 Glanzman Rd.
(A panel of experts will tell
you what to be of aware of
when looking for jobs at
home. Hear from the follow-
ing experts - a home-busi-
ness owner, the Arts Com-

mission of Greater Toledo,
Better Business Bureau, Ohio
Attorney General’s Office,
and Advocates for Basic Le-
gal Equality.)

Get information at the
Main Library segment on
programs by: The Northwest
Ohio Development Agency,

Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices, Lucas County Land
Bank, ONYX, United North,
Habitat for Humanity, To-
ledo Community Develop-
ment Corporation, Ohio
Housing Finance Agency,
and more!

Thank you to our gener-

ous Living Well with Less
series sponsors: Directions
Credit Union, and Fifth Third
Bank

NOTE: For additional in-
formation visit
toledolibrary.org, or call
419.259.5200

Ed. Note: The following
is an excerpt from an ar-
ticle we published in our
second issue in 2002. In
light of a change during the
ensuingyears in the method
of calculating drop out
rates, it would appear that
we were overly optimistic
in our assessment

High school dropout
rates among African-
Americanstudents has been
anissue of some importance
for some time in our nation,
our state, and our city. Sta-

tistically, out of the 648 stu-
dents who dropped out of
Toledo high schools in
2001-2002, 6.4 percent
black femalesand 7.2 black
males. Statistics are not
available for2002. Accord-
ing to Bob Rocker, Direc-
tor of Toledo Public
School’s Research and
Analysis Department, the
dropoutrate forblack males
“is the lowest it’s been in a
while.”

A survey of Toledo high
schools in 2000 showed that
of the 1483 graduating stu-

dents, 309 (or 20.8 percent)
black females and 255 (or
17.2 percent) black males.
Scott High School, Toledo’s
historical black high school,
had the third highest percent-
age of its seniors graduating
at85.6 percent, while Libbey
High School, which also has
a large number of African-
American students, had the
lowest at 66.3 percent. Sta-
tistics are not available for
2001 and 2002.

Further analysis by Dr.
Rocker’s department shows
that 46 percent of black fe-

Black Students Graduating From Toledo Schools
Outnumber Those Dropping Out

The Sojourner’s Truth, May 1, 2002

males who graduated from
Toledo high schools in 2000
attend college full time and
12 percent attend college
part-time, while 46 percent
of black males who gradu-
ated from Toledo high
schools in 2000 attend col-
lege full time and 7 percent
attend college part-time. The
total percentages of black
female and male students who
graduated from Toledo high
schools in 2000 attending
college are 58 percentand 53
percent, respectively.

There are over three times

as many black females
graduating as there are
dropping out of school and
over twice as many black
males graduating as there
dropping out of school in
Toledo, according to these
figures. The statistics for
the African-American stu-
dents continuing in school
until graduation has im-
proved, according to Dr.
Rocker’sanalysis, particu-
larly black males. Does
this mean that Toledo is
doing a better job of edu-

(Continued on Page 11)
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The Library
Recommendation:

Special to The Truth

For its April 2012 installment, the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library recommends
the book Harlem: A Century in Images (2010, Skira Rizzoli) by authors Deborah Willis,
Cheryl Finley, Thelma Golden and Elizabeth Alexander.

This coffee-table-style publication encompasses a century of Harlem, through the eyes
and lenses of some of the most important artists and photographers of the 20" Century.
The vibrant and bustling neighborhood occupying the upper reaches of Manhattan has
been at the crossroads of the artistic, literary, and political currents of the African-
American community since the early days of the twentieth century. Home to writers and
revolutionaries, artists and agitators, Harlem has been both subject and inspiration for
countless photographers. This sweeping photographic survey includes nearly two hun-
dred images that tell the story of Harlem - its distinctive landscape and extraordinary
inhabitants - throughout the twentieth century.

Featured artists include: Gordon Parks, James VanDerZee, Eve Arnold, Alice Attie,
Cornell Capa, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Richard Avedon, Dawoud Bey, Chester Higgins,
Jr., Helen Levitt,
Aaron Siskind, Bruce
= Davidson, Roy
DeCarava, Leonard
Freed, Carl Van
Vechten and
Weegee. The book
features essays by
leading scholars of
African-American
studies and art - in-
cluding Deborah
Willis, Cheryl
Finley, Elizabeth
“ Alexander, and
Henry Louis Gates,
Jr.,Ph.D. - which are
paired with the work
of eighty artists and
photographers, af-
fording this enclave
the richest chroni-
cling in its history.

Source:
Amazon.com

Thae Liriversity of Toledo
Minority Business Development Center
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Toledo SAAB Chapter
Named as Chapter of the

Year

Special to The Truth

Congratulations to the To-
ledo chapter of the Student
African American Brother-
hood (SAAB), as they were
named as the District SAAB
Chapter of the Year at the
organization’s national con-
ference. The Toledo contin-
gency competed against 260
other SAAB chapters from
across the country.

Locally, SAAB s veryac-
tiveand has grownatanamaz-
ing rate in the past year. Cur-
rently, there are more than
250 members of 13 chapters
across Toledo Public Schools.
The TPS chapters meet
monthly with The University
of Toledo Chapter, as well as
hosting other surrounding
universities. The TPS chapter

provides peer-to-peer
mentorship between the el-
ementary, high school, and
college chapters. The mem-
bers are very involved within
theirrespected school, and the
community.

Through a variety of edu-
cational and cultural activi-
ties, SAAB focuses on:

‘Ensuring thatall males on
educational campuses take
full advantage of their aca-
demic years and to better un-
derstand and practice their full
responsibilities, rights and
privileges to obtain an ad-
vance education.

‘Works in the community
with young men who are in
need of guidance and direc-
tion

Toledo

-Strives for members to
become role models for each
otheraswell as for othermales
in the community.

‘Prepares their members
to enter the workforce as pro-
fessionals and be among the
best competing for a mean-
ingful place in their commu-
nity.

Given the overwhelming
success of SAAB, Toledo
Public Schools is introducing
anew organization for young
ladies—the Young Women of
Excellence or YWOE. More
than 300 female students have
expressed interest in this new
‘sisterhood’, which willadopt
many of the philosophies and
goals that SAAB has for its
members.

HUNTINGTON CENTER
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Eat Smart. Play Hard. Have Fun. The choice is yours!
Eat It Up! presented by ProMedica OPENS April 6 at Imagination Station

Special to The Truth

Imagination Station an-
nounced its newest experi-
ence, Eat It Up! — a highly
interactive, nutrition and ex-
ercise focused exhibition
presented by ProMedica.
After over 18 months of
planning, Eat It Up! opened
to the public Friday April 6,
2012. This engaging selec-
tion of individual exhibits
blends the newest in tech-
nology with nutrition infor-
mation and human physiol-
ogy to tell the story of how
the choices you make today
affect your body as a whole.

Eat It Up!, a permanent
2,000+ square foot exhibi-
tion contains seven major

exhibits, including the
Wheel of Fire, over eight
feet tall, just step inside and
the faster you walk or run,
the higher the 10 foot tall
flames will grow, showing
calories virtually burning
off; the Heart Rate Rally
which makes players race
against their opponent to
keep up with an unpredict-
able light show; the Social
Table, an interactive, multi-
touch experience that uses
video projected floating
icons to teach about the im-
pact of personal choices on
life expectancy, along with
a number of other exciting
exhibits, demonstration arca
and larger-than-life graph-
ics, to help educate visitors
to make healthy choices,
even when in situations
where the choice is not clear.

“We strive to meet the
ever changing educational
needs of the children in our
community by offering ex-
citing, educational, state of

the art exhibits that help to
shape and inspire the deci-
sions of the worlds future
scientists,” said Lori Hauser,
executive director of imagi-
nation Station. “Partnering
with ProMedica on bringing
EatIt Up! to the Toledo com-
munity, was a natural exten-

sion of Imagination Station’s
mission, of inspiring in chil-
dren the wonder of science
and technology.”

Childhood obesity has
more than tripled in the last
25 years. For the first time,
many children face health
issues that used to be re-
served for parents and grand-
parents — diabetes, high
blood pressure and high cho-
lesterol. As a science center
in the state with the 12" high-
estrate of childhood obesity
in the nation, Imagination
Station and ProMedica saw
this partnership as an oppor-
tunity to directly impact the
children in our community
by providing accurate nutri-
tion and health information,
in a fun, engaging atmo-
sphere.

“ProMedica is excited to
partner with Imagination
Station to bring this new ex-
hibition, Eat It Up! to our
community. As part of our

mission to improve the
health and well-being of
those we serve, this partner-
ship is a perfect fit”, said

Randy Oostra, presidentand
CEO of ProMedica. “I am
confident this exhibit with
its fun, interactive compo-
nents is a great way to share
our message about the im-
portance of eating well and
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exercising to stay healthy.”

As with all of Imagina-
tion Station’s exhibitions,
the exhibits within Eat [t Up!
is aligned with the State sci-
ence academic content stan-
dards in both Ohio and
Michigan and the National
health standards, making the
exhibition an extension of
the classroom.

The Imagination Station,

located on the downtown
Toledo riverfront, is a sci-
ence center dedicated to de-
livering science and tech-
nology based programming
to youth and their families
throughout Northwest Ohio
and Southeast Michigan. Eat
It Up! will be included in the
cost of admission.
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Parents — You Have the Power, Use It!

Talk to your teen about the dangers of alcohol and drugs and help them live to
celebrate another day.

Special to The Truth

Teenagers find them-
selves at a crossroads % es-
pecially in the spring where
they find themselves enjoy-
ing promand graduation par-
ties % facing widespread use
and availability of drugs and
alcohol. Every day, 2500
teenagers use a prescription
drug to get high for the first
time. And alcohol use re-
mains extremely widespread
among today’s teenagers.
Nearly three quarters of stu-
dents (72 percent) have con-
sumed alcohol (more than just
afew sips) by the end of high
school, and more than a third
(37 percent) have done so by
the eighth grade.

One bad decision can im-
pact their entire future and
parents should intervene now
before anirreversible choice
has been made.

Unison Behavioral Health
Group has launched their
spring prom and graduation
campaign and urges parents
and caring adults to partici-
pate. The “Live to Celebrate
Another Day” campaign is

designed to increase aware-
ness of alcohol and drug use,
misuse, and abuse during the
graduation months of April
through June where one third
of alcohol-related fatalities
involving teens occur.
Bonnie Kauffmann,
Ph.D., director of Unison
Behavioral Health Group’s
Alcoholand Drug Treatment
Program for Youth, encour-
ages parents to intervene - -
even when it seems like your
teen does not care.
Kauffmann states that, “based
on the stage of their brain
development, adolescents are
more likely to: act on im-
pulse, misread or misinter-
pretsocial cues and emotions,
getintoaccidents ofall kinds,
get involved in fights, en-
gage in dangerous or risky
behavior. Wealso know that
adolescents are less likely to:
think before they act, pause
to consider the potential con-
sequences of their actions,
modify their dangerous or
inappropriate behaviors.”
The teenage brain is differ-

ent and being aware of these
differences can help parents
and concerned adults man-
age the behavior of adoles-
cents. Kauffmann reminds
parents that “74% of kids
(8-17) said their parents are
the leading influence on
their decisions about drink-
ing and using drugs.”
Bonnie Kauffmann and
the staff at Unison Behav-
ioral Health Group know all
too well that addiction is a
developmental disease, typi-
cally beginning in adoles-
cence. Kauffmann’s team
currently treats 100 adoles-
cents who suffer from sub-
stance abuse and dependence
disorders. The teens involved
in Unison’s program often
have family and school prob-
lems, poor academic perfor-
mance, health problems (in-
cluding mental health), and
involvement in the juvenile
justice system. These teens
often begin to abuse alcohol
and/or drugs during times of
transition, such as changing
schools, moving, or divorce.
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Kauffmann advises par-
ents, caregivers, and con-
cerned adults to recognize
that youth diagnosed with the
following mental health dis-
ordersareatan increased risk
for substance abuse: atten-
tion deficit disorder, opposi-
tional defiant disorder, post-
traumatic stress disorder,
depression, and bipolar dis-
order. Warning signs to look
for include: sudden changes
in personality, drop inschool
performance and attendance,
sudden and frequent out-
bursts (temper tantrums), in-
creasing conflict with family
members, withdrawal from
responsibility, changes in
peer group, borrowing/steal-

ing money, difficulty concen-
trating, loss of interest in hob-
bies, secretive behavior re-
garding actions and posses-
sions, change in appearance,
poor grooming habits, and
redness around the eyes or
face.

Unison Behavioral Health
Group treats youth ages 11-
17 with substance abuse and
dependence disorders, in-
cluding behavioral health dis-
orders. Through an integrated
team approach, the program
offers clients and their fami-
lies the option of receiving
services in their home or in
our offices at 1212 Cherry
Street.

Youth involved with

Unison’s substance abuse
treatment program also have
full access to the agency’s
psychiatric services.
Professionals and family
members who are concerned
about a child’s behavior and
suspect a mental health con-
dition and/or substance
abuse, can obtain confiden-
tial support by calling Uni-
son Behavioral Health Group
at 419-693-0631.
Information on Unison’s
“Live to Celebrate Another
Day” prom and graduation
campaign can found by visit-
ing the agency’s website at
www.unisonbhg.org.
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Culturally Specific Tips for African-
American Parents: Praising the Positive

By Kerby T. Alvy, Ph.D.
Special to The Truth

Praising children is an important parenting practice that
has been downplayed in homes of African-American chil-
dren because of an experience during the time of slavery that
unfortunately has been passed down in some black families.
During slavery, when a master or overseer commented on a
black child’s “coming along,” parents quickly corrected that
image by noting the child’s bad qualities - he’s stupid,
shiftless, unruly, can’t work - to keep him from being sold.
Thus, avoiding the public and verbal praising of children was
part of the parent’s desire to protect the child.

To the extent that this legacy of slavery is still active, it is
especially important for parents of black children to use good
praising skills.

Here is a seven-part praise approach that is very helpful.
It is a technique that focuses on the exact behavior that is
praiseworthy and which involves praising that behavior as
opposed to saying something like “You’re a good boy” or
“You’re a good girl,” which would be considered as praising
the child and not the behavior. This is a very important
emphasis as it helps the child know exactly what of his or her
actions are of value to their parents and therefore can be also
considered as a discipline technique because it teaches the
right ways of acting. It is a technique that exemplifies the
African proverb, When the heart overflows, it comes out
through the mouth.

The use of this skill becomes more culturally-specific by
using phrases that are of an Ebonics or black nature while
praising a child’s behavior. For example, enthusiastically
saying, “Yourock!” “Onthe one!” or “Hey, that’s too tough™
or “Go girl/go boy!” or “That is so fresh!” or any other
contemporary phrasing that is used in African-American
communities.

Another component is using a non-verbal gesture or
action that is consistent with praise, such as giving a high five
or whatever such gesture is popular at the moment.

The seven components of this praise method (behavior-
specific praise) are:

Looking at the child.

Moving close physically.

Smiling.

Saying lots of nice things to the child.

Praising the behavior, not the child.

Showing physical affection.

Praising immediately after the child engages in the
behavior.

This method is best used in response to such positive child
behaviors as proper table manners, hanging up clothes,
cleaning the dishes, brushing teeth, making the bed, being
polite such as saying “please” and “thank you.” Itis important
to use this method as often as possible and for even the
smallest improvements and for effort.

Coming alive like this and being appreciative of children
can make parent-child relations more rewarding, and bring
out more of those actions that parents want to see. The
method promotes harmony in the home.

#HHH

Kerby T. Alvy, Ph.D. is a clinical child psychologist and
the Executive Director and Founder of the Center for the

LA LN

~

Improvement of Child Caring (CICC). He is the author of

two recent books, The Soulful Parent: Raising Healthy.
Happy and Successful African American Children, and for

all parents, The Positive Parent: Raising Healthy, Happy and
Successful Children, Birth-Adolescence; for more info, see

www.ciccparenting.org.

Lottery players are subject to Ohio laws and Commission regulations. Please play responsibly.

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY EDITION

Black Students

(Continued from Page 7)

cating African-American students in the twenty-first cen-
tury than in previous years? If so, why are more students
graduating from Toledo’s historically black high school
than another local school with a large number of African-
American students?

Many factors have influenced the increased success of
Toledo’s African-American students who graduated from
high school in 2000. However, 13.6 percent of the
dropouts from Toledo schools are African-American and
some effort should be given to trying to make further
improvements to help these students and others like them.
Although no statistical information is available to show
from which schools students are dropping out, it is clear
that the schools have failed to educate these students.
This failure may be due to lack of parent involvement,
socio-economic factors such as income or low expecta-
tions of parents who also dropped out of school, poor
school attendance, failures of teachers to meet students’
individual needs, high suspension rates among African-
American students in some schools, high retention rates
of African-American students (which research has deter-
mined lowers self-esteem and students’ motivation to
continue school), as well as many other factors.

All of these should be studied to provide better school-
ing for those students who are potential dropouts or who
have already dropped out and may be encouraged to
return to school or get a GED. Incidentally, the equiva-
lency tests are being rewritten and will be even more
difficultto pass in the future. Clearly, those students who
drop of school will have many difficulties without a high
school diploma or GED. Most jobs require one or the
other, as does admission into two or four year college
programs. Adults without this most basic of education
find themselves trapped in dead-end, minimum wage jobs
with no hope for economic advancement.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

There’s always something cathartic about throwing open
the windows and doors and preparing to throw old stuff out.
Things you’ve accumulated over the winter, gone. Stuff you
bought to combat the coldrums, outta here. You always find
some treasures, don’t you? There’s always something dis-
covered that you’d totally forgotten you had.

Like, for instance, the bookstore gift card you got back in
December.

Uh oh.

What do you use it for? You have no ideas, but I do. Here
are some great ideas for that gift certificate you forgot you
had...

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN A LOT OF DIFFERENT
THINGS...

then you’ve got to go find The Superhero Book by Gina
Misiroglu. This book, filled with color pictures of comic
book covers, will lay to rest the age-old question: if Super-
man and Batman had a duel, would Iron Man step in and kick
tail?

Ifyou’re a base-
" ball fanatic, there
are two books you
should look for:
Trading Mannyby
Jim Gullo, which
is the story of a fa-
ther and son, how
baseball disap-
pointed them so
badly, and how they
once again touched
base with their love
of the game. The
other book, Sum-
. mer of ‘68 by Tim
Wendel is the story
of one baseball sea-
son and the players
that made it fantas-
tic, even as the
world seemed to be falling apart around the field. Catch both
books. Home run!

If your bucket list is still too empty, then use your gift
certificate to find What Do You Want to Do Before You Die?
by The Buried Life (Jonnie Penn, Dave Lingwood, Duncan
Penn & Ben Nemtin). This book is likewise filled with
pictures and ideas from others who’ve dreamed about life’s
can’t-misses. This is an easy-to-read book, and a sure convo-
starter.

For wondering minds, look for The Reality of ESP by
Russell Targ. Is extra sensory perception something you can
learn? Can someone really predict the future, read minds, see
ghosts? Find out. Read the book.

If you’re in a contemplative mood, look for Life and
Death on the Prairie, photography and text by Stephen
Longmire. This book, filled with pictures of cemeteries and
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scenery fromIowa ’s coun-
tryside, is simply gor-
geous. It’s sad, too, but in
alife-affirming way, since
there’s so much green
amidst the tombstones.
L' Seriously — it’s a simply

beautiful coffee table
™ book.

Andspeaking of coffee
table books, here’s an in-
credible way to use that
giftcertificate: find Medal
of Honor: Portraits of
Valor Beyond the Call of
Dutywithessays, pictures,
and more. This huge book
is filled with stories written by and about heroes at war, all of
them medal winners for valor. Just looking at the pictures is
inspiring. The text itself will make you bust with pride.
Bonus: it comes with a DVD, too.

If you got a digital camera at the same time you got a gift
card and you found them both in the same drawer, you’re in
luck. Look for How to Use the Digital Camera You Just
Bought! by John Stewart Socha (with Alice J. Andersen).
This book will take the guess-work out of that piece of
equipment. It may even teach you to love your camera....

Okay, I can’t decide which is cuter: the sweet kids’ story
inSpud & Chloe at the Farm by Susan B. Anderson, or the
toys you can knit from the directions inside. The story is cute,
and kids will love it. And the toys...? Easy step-by-step
knitting directions make this book a real winner. (Toys itis!)

So you got a gift certificate last holiday, but you also got
aring. That explains why the piece of plastic kind of took a
back-seat, but now it’s time to use it by finding A Practical
Wedding by Meg Keene. This book gives you dozens and
dozens if ideas for having a beautiful, uniquely special day
without compromising your dream, your plans, or your
wallets. Bonus: your guests will never forget your anniver-
sary if you utilize some of the ideas in this book.

Regrets. You have a few. So assuage your guilt and read
the heart-felt letters from others in The Things You Would
Have Said by Jackie Hooper. This book, based on a blog by
the same name, consists of things that went unsaid — with
regret. Buy this book, buy a hankie, bawl your eyes out,
enjoy.

If you’re quite taken with the release of the 1940 census,
then you’ll also want to read Hey, America, Your Roots Are

Showing by
M e g a n
Smolenyak. This
is a book about
finding yourroots,
learning where
your ancestors
came from, and
finding those tan-
talizing secrets
and skeletons in
your family tree.
How fun is that?

You’vealways
loveda good mys-
tery, so why not
try a real-life
crime  book?
From Crime
Scene to Court-
room by Cyril H.
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Wecht, MD, JD and Dawna Kaufmann is all about some
real-life cases that have made the news. Wecht is one of the
world’s foremost forensic experts, and this book delves into
the Casey Anthony case, Michael Jackson’s death, the death
ofthe Stones’ Brian Jones, and others. Whodunit? Youmight
find out here.

IF YOU LOVE A GOOD NOVEL...

thenyouneedto find Finding Our Way Homeby Charlene
Ann Baumbich. This is a story of friendship, and how two
vastly different women find it in an unlikely place. It’s also
abook you’ll want to share with your own friends, so maybe
you’ll need two copies....

Who doesn’t like a wildly scandalous book that involves
scams, framed innocents, and a hasty fleeing across the
country to avoid enemies? Oh, you know you want Low
Down and Dirty by Vickie M. Stringer. This novel includes
all that, when Dirty Red’s past comes back to haunt her and
the people she wronged want the ultimate revenge. Readit. ..
just not at night, or you’ll never get any sleep.

So you want a chilling thrill ride in your books, eh? Then
look for The Magnificent Life of Gravvy Brown by
DeVaughn Lilly. Starting at the turn of the last century and
moving forward, this is the story of race and discrimination,
oneman’sirreversible act, and how his mother set the course.
Set in New Orleans , it’s... magnificent.

Older fans of Watership Down and younger fans of the
“Ga’hoole” series
willlike Doglands
by Tim Willocks.
This s the story of
ayoungdogwho’s
meant for a rough
life and eventual
death in
Dedbone’s
Hole... but he’s
not going down
casy. Instead, he
figures out an es-
cape and a way to
find his fatherand,
subsequently, his
destiny. This is
supposedly a
youngadultnovel,
but even if you’re
well-past YA
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books, you’ll like it just fine.

What’s more fun than a love triangle? Inside Deception
by Faynetta Lavergna Burrle is the answer to that question.
When a woman finds the love of her life, there’s only one
thing in the way of her happiness: another woman. Ven-
geance, lies, deceit... how can you go wrong?

IF YOU’RE AN “ANIMAL PERSON”...

and you can’t get enough books about the furry love of
your life, then look for Dogs Make Us Human by Jeffrey
Moussaieff Masson and Art Wolfe. Filled with pictures
and a little narrative about our four-footed best friends, this
book will put the wag in any dog lover’s tail. Another doggy
book to find is Your Dog is Your Mirror by Kevin Behan.
It will help you understand Poochie in a whole new way.

Is thata wolf on the floor? How did he get there? If you’ve
often wondered that, then you’ll want to find How the Dog
Became the Dog by Mark Derr. This book looks at the
evolution from predator to pampered, from ancient canine to
couch potato, and how the breeds developed. It’s a science
geek’s delight. It’s a dog-lover’s dream.

Here’s another irresistible book: Animals and the Kids
Who Love Them by Allen & Linda Anderson. Consisting
of'stories of children (both two-footed and four-footed), this
book also includes meditations and thought-provoking ques-
tions on the subject at the end of each chapter.

(Continued on Page 14)
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Race War in America?

By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

“While we rantin & ravin
‘bout gats, n*gga they made
them gats. They gotsome sh*t
that’ll blow out our back.
From where they stay at” —
Andre 3000 of Outkast

Hip-hop is such an elo-
quentteacher. Whilereading
a few posts on line suggest-
ing that a possible race war
could erupt in our country,
these are the lyrics that came
to mind.

The Trayvon Martin situ-
ation has gotten even more
complex this past weekend
with announcements that it
won’t make it to federal lev-
els.

While we contemplate just
how hard our collective faces
are being slapped by these
topsy-turvy developments,
I’1l hold off writing specifi-
cally about the Trayvon Mar-
tin murder.

Instead, lets look at what
happens if all our demands
for justice are met with an
even bigger middle finger
from the so-called powers
that be.

What are we going to do,
if the State of Florida basi-
cally legalizes the modern-
day lynching of innocent
black people? What are we
going to do?

Is this the Rodney King
acquittal times 100?

If our demands for fair
treatment are met with a gi-
ant “F**K YOU!”, will there
be an uprising?

Will we go out in the
streets?

Will we riot?

If our black elected offi-
cials watching this situation
play out come to the realiza-
tion that the corrupt systems
that employ them still refuse
to consider them deserving
of basic human rights, will
they stage massive walk outs?

What can we do to the
cripple the establishment?

If we turn these praying
hands into fists...if we take
up arms.. if we decide we are
ready to stop being civil, who
do we make the target for our
fury?

Any random white person
we see?

Members of our nearest
justice and legal system?

The Ku Klux Klan?

The police?

Who?

One thing I’ve noticed
since President Obama has
been in office is that whites
who areracistare bolder than
ever. The days of suppress-
ing bigotry are long gone.

The whites who are racist
seem to now feel empow-
ered, almost as if they have a
righteous calling to remind
us of our place in this coun-
try.

I’'m sure you’ve seen the
Republican anti-Obama
bumper sticker.

It has Obama’s logo
crossed out with the words
“DON’T RE-NIGIN 2012”.

I’'m sure you are aware
that a small battalion of Neo
Nazi fighters have gathered
in Sanford, Florida as a show
of respect (also show of
force) for George
Zimmerman.

Armed to the teeth, the
all-white/all-racist National
Socialist Movement say they
are patrolling the streets and
acting on behalf of

Zimmerman’s well-being.
I’'m sure you are already
hip to the documented proof
thatthe Department of Home-
land Security has placed an
order for 450 million hollow
pointbullets..

.inanticipation

ofsome sort of domestic need
for excessive ammunition.
That’s D.H.S., that’s domes-
tic.

Not military bullets to be
fired ina conflictsomewhere
else in the world. That’s a
confirmed order for450 MIL-
LION bullets to be used here.
On this land. For some con-
flict here.

It’s quite possible, a fuse
has been lit. But what it will
igniteisstillanybody’s guess.

However.

You and I both know that
the likelihood of a massive
black uprising is extremely
low.

Ilove the New Black Pan-
ther Party. I love the Nation
of Islam. I cherish every or-
ganized group of black
Americans providing much-
needed services to our com-
munity whether I know of
them or not.

We need all the empow-
erment and self-determina-
tion we can find amongst our
ownranks. Butasmuch value
as some of these respected
civil institutions may add to
their immediate black vicin-
ity, they are hardly capable
of staging full-scale rebel-
lion on our behalf.

The black America I see
isstill generations away from
having the preparedness it
would take to overthrow or
overpower any fragment of
what oppresses us. Millions
of black would-be rebels are
actually destitute. Millions of
black would-be rebels are
imprisoned or sick. Millions
of black would-be rebels
don’tgive the slightest damn
about fighting for the right to
have justice. They are too
busy fighting for a job or a
place to stay or some sem-
blance of peace of mind.

We are eeking out an ex-
istence in the midst of pitfalls
faced exclusively by us and
challenges currently faced by
MOST Americans of any
race. I’'m so proud of us for
standing up for Trayvon so
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far, but if/when they acquit
George Zimmerman and we
feel that urge to go and dem-
onstrate our frustration. .. the
majority of us are going to be
reminded that rent money,
diapers and gasare all slightly
more urgent concerns.

I took some heat for it
when I suggested it, but let’s
say all these thugs and drug
dealers who terrorize us in
our own neighborhoods get
organized and decide to be
our front line offensive
against our white oppressors.
Let’s say every repeat-of-
fending, street-dwelling,
gang-affiliated black manand
woman walking through any-
hood U.S.A. decides to mo-
bilize and take the fight to the
white man. Whatdo you think
will happen?

Since the majority of black
folk are actually law-abid-
ing, responsible citizens...
this small and marginally
hostile few would have their
asses handed to them if they
strapped up and went look-
ing for a fight with the white
man.

Ahh, the white man.

That’s some lingo right
there that’s older than I am.

But it’s all the same.

Whether it’s white racists
who would love nothing bet-
ter than to lead the charge in
abattle againstblack people,

Fat Fish ..

12

2012

or if it’s just regular non-
racist white people mostly
concerned about protecting
their families from harm...
either way we are outgunned
and outnumbered.

Vastly outgunned and out-
numbered.

Andevenifone loneblack
man decided to follow, con-
frontand then murder a white
teen who he felt looked sus-
picious... it wouldn’t even
take Neo Nazi’s, white rac-
ists or Joe Blow America to
retaliate because the police
would legally execute that
man with no trial anyway.

There willneverbeablack
vs. whiterace war in America.

War implies that both
sides have an equal chance at
defeating the other.

Black Americans don’t
even have the freedom to
fight for freedom.

Not freedom as far as
bondage. Freedom to be re-
garded as human.

I’ve personally always
wondered, what does a racist
white person hold in higher
regard:

The life and well-being of
a dog. Or the life and well-
being of a black American
human being. Michael Vick
went to prison. George
Zimmerman has not. So [
guess, there’s my answer.
And as much as it burns me

up inside to know that, what
am | gonna do?

Really, what are my op-
tions in a land that has his-
torically shown me my life
means nothing to white
people.

For decades, it was a rec-
reational event for white
Americans to gather together
and lynch a black person. I
mean, recreational as in ...
family and friends showed
up, pictures were taken, ev-
eryonesmiling. Black Ameri-
cans were murdered in cold
blood by ordinary white citi-
zens, either by hanging and/
or burning us.

Police were either in-
volved or turned the other
cheek, as certain white people
justified their acts by alleg-
ing our behavior left them no
other options. How have we
survived all of the racially
motivated attacks with white
people serving as judge, jury
and executioner?

We have learned to en-
dure. We have learned to play
itsafe. Saferthan anyone else
has to play it. With a black
President in the White House
we have made baby steps to-
wards finally having the
country we built be some-
what agreeable to our pres-
ence here.

Not at all hospitable, just

(Continued on Page 14)
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Do you often think that
your dog (or cat) knows
more than you think he
knows? Prove it by reading
Guardians of Being, words
by Eckhart Tolle, art by
Patrick McDonnell. This
book — part cartoon strip,
part philosophy — will make
you want to smile, think,
and hug the Fur One even
harder. Bonus: it’s available
in paperback now.

And if it’s been a rough
year, that would explain
why you misplaced the gift
certificate. Maybe now’s
the time to use it on
Goodbye, Friend by Gary
Kowalski. Newly revised,
this book is for anyone
who’s lost a four-footed
baby. Go find it, and get a
box of tissues while you’re
there.

FOR THE LGBT
READER...who needs to
know how to do it up right,
look for How to Be Gay in
the 21°'Century by David
Leddick. This book is

snarky, gossipy, chatty, and
wonderfully sneering, and
if you’re really messing up
at being gay, you need to
read it.

So you say you’re ob-
sessed by fangs and fashion
—not necessarily in that or-
der. Well, then, you’ve got
to look for Fangs and Sti-
lettos by Anthony DiFiore.
You’ll never again wonder
why there are plunging
necklines. You’ll never
again wonder if silk is an
otherworldly fabric. You’ll
never again wonder if cou-
ture is a magical thing...

&

If you’re up for a good
mystery, then use that gift
certificate on The Second
You Sinby Scott Sherman.
Set in the Big Apple, this
mystery features a hand-
some full-time hustler who
sleuths on the side, a series
of murders that he needs to
stop, and a few roadblocks
in his way to doing so.
Bookmarks? Won’t need
one for this book.

If aroller-coaster ride of
sadness and humor sounds
rightup youralley, then look
for Songs for the New De-
pression by Kergan
Edwards-Stout. This is the
story of a man who knows
he’s dying, knows he’s
made alot of mistakes in his
life, and knows that he needs
to fix things before the end.
I won’t tell you the end.
Read the book.

So you’re having a stay-
cation and want to travel
anyhow? Love in the Loire
by David Leddick is set in
France, and it’s a romanti-

cally hot mix of his previ-
ous two books, with char-
acters that fans have come

to enjoy. Call it a sequel,
read it as a standalone, but
read it...

Happy Reading! — Next
Week: Spring Cleaning -
Part 11

Race War

(Continued from Page 13)

slightly more agreeable to
some.

We have found a balance
somewhat.

Still brutally oppressed
and targeted at every turn,
we have found a way to idle
on the fault line of ruin and
achievement. We have the
insight to appreciate white
people who aren’t racist and
begrudgingly tolerate (not
confront) white people who
ARE racist.

We have our vision of the
black American dream and
much like Trayvon Martin,
we have decided on a goal or
two and prepared ourselves
to navigate the path before
us. It’s not our fault if racist
whites see a future aviation

technician wearing a hoodie
because it’s raining as he
walks home and can’ttellhim
froma criminal up tono good.

That’s not our fault. It
wasn’t Trayvon’s fault. He
did his part by makingitto 17
without being a criminal. He
did his part by being inno-
cent.

If the State of Florida
won’t do it’s part to prove
that the innocent lives of Af-
rican Americans are worth
just as much the innocent
lives of its other citizens...

Ifthe system we pay taxes
to won’t even arrest some-
one who commits a crime if
the crime is against us...

If the mountains of proof
are dis-regarded...

Ifa green light is given to
every gun-toting white bigot
to go and kill any black per-
son for whatever make-be-
lieve reason they can con-
coct after the fact...

If law enforcement won’t
enforce the most basic law of
murder being illegal ...

We will know that we are
once again being lynched.

We will know that any re-
voltwe could stage would be
well justified but ultimately
unwise. We will suffer, and
we will adapt.

Because this isn’t war.

This is just another cen-
tury, of just another geno-
cide in America.

Only more gradual.

:BLACK M.
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2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great inivestment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for
owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks,
v windows, updated electrical s i i

and lots of storage spac: WOW! Mum\ ated seller. Easy access

forshovings. Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224
and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

‘

‘ Traditional financing & lease w/option

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May mclud(. other incentives if you purchase now! Unique two-story
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500
5q. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1* floor LNDY room, I\rge
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED

Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location,
location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one
floor. Lots of storage, private garage. One great unit.
Seaway Asset Iélanagement
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

YOU’VE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR THIS!
SCREEN PRINTED TRANSFERS & AIRBRUSH
NOVARRO’S GARMENT IMPRINT
1 TO 101+ T-SHIRTS
DESIGNS FOR ANY OCCASIONS: it - i -
Sports — Events — Civic — Youth ...
ENGLISHISPANISH
. 1@bex.net google NOVARRO GIBSON 419-464-2361

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607
419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
oo . SECTION 8 WELCOM
= £ Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@ whittgrouprealty.com
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“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive
Vitamins
Va_rlely of n_utnuona] su_pplemen[s -
Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -
www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:

H TRUSTSM Traci Barner drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610
PlanmistWant
: ) i Better Care Lawn & -
Church looking for a dedicated, %%  Show Removal Services L.L.C. STNA TRAINING

responsible and dependable
Gospel Pianist to play for
Sunday morning services.
For more information contact: 419-215-9020

Commerical/Residential Free Estimates
Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping
Phone: 419.917.6440 * Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

Houses For Rent Woodley Court - $259,000

6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must

Everything New: Paint, Carpet, X X 1 N o X
see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK
MVP Property Management
419-244-8566.

for entertaining or large family. Fasy to show and ready for buyer.

eaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
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Good Credit or Bad
Need a Car?
New or Used

Call JP the Stork
He Delivers
419.320.0863

DEBT RELIEF?
CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
l | $650.00 plus court costs
| FREE ADVICE
ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER

Wanted to Buy:Diabetes Supplies

Earn up to $12 per box of 100 test stripsMust
expire after August2012. Leave labels on boxes.We
remove and shred.Call 419-740-7162 and leave
message.

419-249-2703
a debt relief agency per the bky code

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option
available for some.

Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224
and follow me...

Your Guide To Home!!

Great First Home!!!

2028 E.London Square - Toledo, Ohio 43606
4 bd and 2 full Baths, Living rm and Formal Dining rm
Lots of potential with your improvements

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company
Office 419.350.7514
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Production Supervisors

Sunrise Windows, a Temperance, Ml manu-
facturer of premium-performing windows and patio
doors, seeks to fill Production Supervisor posi-
tions on 1%t and 3 shifts. Qualified applicants
should have at least 3 years’ experience in pro-
duction leadership supervising a large hourly
workforce in a manufacturing or distribution envi-
ronment and a Bachelor's Degree in business,
operations or other closely related field. In lieu of
degree, a combination of equivalent knowledge,
skills and experience may be substituted.

Supervisors must be able to meet daily pro-
duction targets, while meeting expectations for
safety, quality and continuous improvement and
creating a positive environment of teamwork and
mutual respect with employees. Supervisors must
maintain a hands-on, highly visible presence on
the shop floor with extensive employee interac-
tion. A “whatever it takes for our customers”
mentality is a must! In return, Sunrise offers
competitive compensation, including incentive-
based pay, excellent insurance and retirement
plan benefits. Toapply, send letter ofinterest with
shift preference, resume and salary requirements
to employment@sunrisewindows.com. Applica-
tions without salary requirements will not be con-
sidered.

Business Development Professionals

NHA is seeking PT (20 Hours) professionals to
expand services by generating new clients and
developing new services. Sales and Marketing
professionals with health care, strategic planning,
forecasting, and an extensive network will be ideal
candidates. Forward resumes with salary require-
ments to: resume@nhainc.org or NHA, Business
Development, 313 Jefferson Ave., Toledo, OH
43604. No phone calls.

“Calling All Members from Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. 2013”

We are Calling all Sorors home to Delta to join us
in celebrating 100 years of service. We miss you and
we welcome you back! We need you to help us to
continue the mission of Transforming Lives and
Impacting Communities. Please visit the Toledo
Alumnae Chapter website at www.dsttoledo.org/
membership
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Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY12-104,

(Project # 5004-12-1726) for University Medical
Center 1¢ Floor Neuro Biplane for the University of
Toledo Health Science Campus. Sealed bids for this
project must be clearly marked with the project
number on all inner and outer envelopes and/or
shipping containers. Bids must be addressed and
delivered to the University of Toledo, Main Campus,
Facilities and Construction, Plant Operations Room
1100, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio
43606 before 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 24, 2012
Bids will be publicly opened that same day at 3:05
p.m. in the Plant Operations Building, Room 1000.
Copies of Plans, Specifications, and Bid Forms may
be obtained from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola
Road, Toledo, Ohio 43615. Call 419-385-5303 for
an appointment to pick up bid package. A cost of
$40.00 will be charged per set. Any further informa-
tion may be obtained from Julie Cavese of MBA
Architects and Planners at419-873-8450. One Pre-
Bid Conference will be held on Tuesday, April 17,
2012 at11:00 a.m. in the Health Education Building,
Room 105, at the University of Toledo, Health Sci-
ence Campus, 3000 Arlington Avenue, Toledo, Ohio
43614. Total Bid Guaranty and Contract Bond are
required per section 153.54 of the Ohio Revised
Code. EDGE Participation Goal: 10%. Project Esti-
mate: $320,000.00; Breakdown: General Const:
$150,500.00; Plumbing& Fire Protection: $16,500.00;
HVAC: $55,000.00; & Electrical: $98,000.00.

Manager of Public Service

The City of Toledo is seeking qualified candi-
dates for the position of Manager of Public Service
at the Hoffman Road Landfill. The manager will
perform work of considerable difficulty in providing
managerial, technical, administrative and supervi-
sory direction and assistance at the landfill. The
manager will also be responsible for ensuring the
facility remains in compliance with Ohio EPA rules
and regulations. Qualified candidates must pos-
sess a Bachelor's Degree in Engineering or in the
chemical, physical or biological sciences and four
(4) years of administrative experience in environ-
mental enforcement. Interested individuals may
apply at: Department of Human Resources, One
Government Center, Suite 1920, Toledo, Ohio 43604
(419) 245-1500, or you may ask for an application
online at toledo.humanresources@toledo.oh.gov.
The City of Toledo is an Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer. Minorities, females and individuals with dis-
abilities are encouraged to apply.

@Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a sub-

sidized independent housing facility for those 62 or
older. WE are located in a beautiful, quiet residential
setting in Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one bed-
room garden apartments with private patios, indoor
mailboxes, reserved parking and busing to local
grocery stores.

Applications are now being accepted

Call 419-874-4371

Van Needed
Trulight @ 950 Prouty is in need of a donation of
a passenger van or bus for our growing church.
Bishop Greg Early and Pastor Sheila Early
Contact: Dale 419-283-7585

Place Your Ad Today!
CALL PAM @ 419.243.0007

Request for Proposals
Fleet Leasing and Management
Services
RFP #12-R002

The Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority
(LMHA) will receive proposals for Fleet Leasing and
Management Svcs. Proposals received in accor-
dance with law until Wednesday, April 25, 2012,
3PM ET. RFP documents available at LMHA, 435
Nebraska Ave.,Toledo, OH 43604, 419-259-9446
(TTY 419-259-9529) and www.lucasmha.org. All
proposers required to meet the Affirmative Action
and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements
as described in Executive Order #11246. Section 3
compliance applied.

Finish Drywall and Painting
Residential and commercial
Patch and match existing textures
References upon request
419-280-2967

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE
Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 2 Bed-
room Apartments

Mature Adult Community for
Persons 55 and Older. Rent
.& Based on Income. Heat, Appli-
5 ances, Drapes, Carpeting In-

cluded.
Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

Alpha Towers Apartments
525 E. Woodruff

Now accepting applications for 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments.

Mature adult community for persons 62 and
older. Rent based on income. All

utilities. Appliances. Blinds. Ser-
vice coordinator on site. Call 419-
246-1258 for details

Special Notice
RE: Examinations for Journeyman
Wireman

Applications forthe Journeyman Inside Wireman
test will be accepted April 9-13, 2012 at the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 8,
807 Lime City Road, Rossford, Ohio between 9:00
a.m. And 3:00 p.m. The qualifications to be eligible
for this examination are:

Must be 18 years of age or over.

Must live in the jurisdiction of Local 8 for one
year prior to application.

Must have proof of 4 years employmentin the
commercial/industrial electrical construction indus-
try.

NAMI of Greater Toledo
Minority Support Group
Held Every Wednesday from 6-7:30p.m. at
United Church of God -1122 Bronson Street ,
Toledo , Ohio 43608
NAMI Sponsors : Soup and Sandwich
Fellowship.
Please join us EVERY WEDNESDAY for
(FREE) soup and sandwich, followed by : Support
Group from 6-7:30 p.m.
With 1 out of 3 people that suffer from Mental
lliness this affects us all.
No Pressure, No Commitment, No Reason to
go through this alone.

Wanted to Buy:Diabetes Supplies

Earn up to $12 per box of 100 test stripsMust
expire after September 2012. Leave labels on
boxes.We remove and shred.Call 419-740-7162
and leave message.

Interim Pastor
Looking for Interim Minister and Pastor for New
Prospect MBC, 1425 W. Delaware Ave. Toledo OH
43606. Please send resume to above address in C/
O Search Committee

Part Time Maintenance Person

For medical equipment maintenance of
power wheelchairs and power scooters
Part-time

Call Ken at 419-865-0089
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Super Fun Show Comes to Quality Time

Sojourner’s Truth Staff’

wasrewarded with smiles and
gales of laughter from the
children in his audience.

Entertainer Shawn Brown
brought his Super Fun Show
to Toledo last Saturday and

Quality Time Child Care
Center presented the come-
dian/educator/disk jockey/

recording artist at the
Franciscan Center of Lourdes
University. The Super Fun
Show is a curriculum en-
hancement program that uses
music, puppetry, comedy and
story telling to encourage
youngsters to grow and de-
velop as they explore the
world.

Saturday’s program began
withanin-service training for
Quality Time’s staff during
the morning. Quality Time,
which provides day care ser-
vices for some 74 children,
using a staff of 13 in its two
locations, held the morning
session to address the social

and emotional issues of deal-
ing with students.

“The training showed us
how to relate to children,”
said lead teacher Sheila Wil-
son. “And showed us how
children will react to us.”

Along withthe morning’s
training session, vendors
were on hand with a variety
of products: blankets, purses,
jewelry and children’s cloth-
ing.

Brown, however, was the
star of the show. After lunch,
parents and children piled
into a conference room, chil-
dren seated on the floor di-
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rectly in front of the enter-
tainer. Brown used a variety
of music, hats, voices, physi-
cal stunts to teach life les-
sons to his young audience.

Quality Time opened 10
years ago under the direction
of Aletha Braswell. The day
care center has served more
than 1,000 students over the
years and has maintained its
one-starrating from the State
of Ohio during that time.

Community Health Fair
And 14" Annual Prostate Cancer Education
& Awareness Pr
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The Financial Design Group
is prood to welcome

Kevin S, McQueen and James Hall

to thie I
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