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Rarely in the course of
presidential elections have we
not heard that “this election is
the most important one in a
generation … or a lifetime …
or in the history of our na-
tion.”

Obama vs. McCain …
Bush I vs. Clinton … Reagan
vs. Carter … Carter vs. Ford
… Nixon vs. McGovern …
Nixon Vs. Humphrey …
Johnson vs. Goldwater …
Kennedy vs. Nixon …
Eisenhower vs. Stephenson …
Truman vs. Dewey …
Roosevelt vs.  just about any-
body – all races upon which
hung the fate of the Western
World.

Most of these races were
so important because they
voters had the option of choos-
ing between foreign policy
initiatives. Even in 2008, the
presidential contest between
Obama and McCain offered
no stark differences in do-
mestic policy, other than per-
haps on health care.

This year, however, we
really can say without using
even a hint of hyperbole, that
this presidential race is about
as important as any we have
seen and is truly about the fate
and future of our country.

The issue is two-fold. First,
short term, what works to pull

Vote for President Obama – A Clear Choice

a country out of economic
recession or depression? Sec-
ond, what should be the shape
of our government in the long
term?

And just in case you have
missed 99 percent of the po-
litical advertisements over the
course of this election cycle,
let us point out who believes
what on the political land-
scape. Democrats believe in
relatively big government –
progressive taxation, govern-
ment assistance, regulation of
commerce and industry, and
so forth. Republicans believe
in low or no taxation, indi-
vidual self-reliance, laissez
faire (hands off) approach
when dealing with captains of
industry and, as we are learn-
ing ever-increasingly these

days, that rape is God’s gift to
women.

Just wanted to make sure
you were paying attention.
Only about a half dozen Re-
publican candidates have
made such declarations, al-
though the Republican Party
platform does not make an
abortion exception for victims
of rape or incest.  Probably
just a coincidence.

So what works to move a
nation out of recession? Presi-
dent Obama believes in spend-
ing our way out, the tradi-
tional Democratic cure. For
Governor Romney, the an-
swer is lower taxes, cut gov-
ernment regulations and make
investment more attractive to
those who can afford to do so.

From where we sit, the

Obama approach is one that
has worked in the past and
appears to be working at the
present. It may not be work-
ing at the speed with which
we would all like but there
would appear to be one logi-
cal reason for that – the ad-
ministration has not spent
enough.

Early on in this
administration’s term, liberal
economists such as Nobel
Laureate Paul Krugman ar-
gued that the bail-out was a
step in the right direction but
not large enough. Krugman
argued that we should be talk-
ing about a package twice the
size of the administration’s
proposed $800 billion.

Was he correct? Well, as
we assess the slowness of the
recovery, we are assured that
the administration judged cor-
rectly that a bailout of that
size – or one over $1 trillion –
was not something that Con-
gress could swallow.

But in the larger view, what
would have happened had we
followed the Republican plan
of cutting spending, cutting
taxes and letting the big capi-
talists have their way?

We do have examples of
that plan at work. Europe,
under the guidance of Ger-
man Chancellor Angela
Merkel and former French
President Nicolas Sarkozy,
tried that plan – austerity. The
European recovery has been
virtually non-existent,
plagued by the frequent bail-
outs of economically weaker

European Union nations, and
has, in fact, contributed to the
slowness of the American re-
covery.

Early on in the Obama
Administration, Republican
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell offered an analy-
sis, one of those inane state-
ments he seems to have a gift
for, about the Roosevelt years
and the recovery from the
Great Depression. Said
McConnell, America did not
make a recovery because of
the spending generated by the
New Deal. The nation only
recovered when World War
II came along, he explained.

Some economists would
argue that Roosevelt himself
did not spend enough to get
the job done quickly. In fact,
he hedged his bets after his
first re-election and, in 1937,
became a deficit hawk, cut-
ting taxes and spending and
sending the nation deeper into
depression wiping out many
of the gains of his first term in
office.

But, to McConnell’s point
about WWII, what was that
event if not the biggest spend-
ing spree that any nation has
embarked on in modern
times?

So, yes, we believe that
President Barack Obama is
on the right course in his ef-
fort to end the recession.

In the long term , the ques-
tion facing voters is what will
be the shape of our nation
going forward – one that pro-
vides quality health care, edu-

cation, retirement benefits,
living wages to as many of its
citizens as possible or one that
allows the free enterprise sys-
tem to determine who shall
thrive and who shall starve?

Those who suggest that a
truly free enterprise system
will benefit all by permitting a
trickle down impact of higher
wages seem to forget that truly
free enterprise systems of the
past – see America in the late
1800’s – led to abuses such as
child labor, sweat shops, six
and a half day work weeks.

Now we can talk about
immigration, gay marriage,
the War in Afghanistan, how
the Libyan crisis was handled.
But the central issue is really
spending short term and health
care – since it is the prime
example of what the future
may or may not hold for
Americans.

If one believes that the gap
between the very wealthy and
the rest of the nation which
has grown steadily over the
past 40 years is what Ameri-
cans should be preparing for
in the future, then Mitt Rom-
ney is the choice.

If on the other hand, one
feels that we should be pre-
paring for a future of greater
economic security for both
those in the middle class and
those who are the least well
off of our brethren, then that
choice is clear as well.

We believe a vote for Presi-
dent Barack Obama is that
clear choice.
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Make no mistake about it
– the seven tax levies on the
ballot for Toledoans in this
election cycle are all about
quality of life and how much
we are willing to pay for that
quality. Do we want to main-
tain and improve our schools,
our libraries, our parks and
recreational facilities, the
care we provide for the less
fortunate?

Because the State of Ohio
has a Republican governor
and a Republican-dominated
General Assembly who were
determined to balance the
budget without raising taxes,
local governments and enti-
ties have had to do what Co-
lumbus did not – ask citizens
to dig a little deeper to main-
tain and improve their qual-
ity of life.

The cost for that mainte-
nance, if all seven local bal-
lot initiatives are approved
by a majority of Toledo vot-
ers, will be an annual total of
$233 for a Toledo resident
who owns a home valued at
$60,000, $389 for a home
valued at $100,000.  The ad-
ditional tax requests total
$170 for a house of $60,000
and $284 for one valued at
$100,000 or an additional
$20 and $14 per month, re-
spectively.

Any additional household
money forked over to the
government during these still
difficult economic times is
more than most of us want to
part with. However as we
look at the ballot requests –
for education, for parks/rec-
reation and for services – the
fact is that the benefits we
derive from these public en-
tities is worth the asking price
on the 2012 ballot.

With that in mind, we
strongly urge our readers to
vote FOR all of the levies.
We cannot afford to do with-
out these services.

Vote FOR Ballot Issue
20 – Toledo City School

District
The granddaddy of them

all – the largest request on
the ballot – the Toledo Pub-
lic Schools are seeking an
additional tax of 4.9 mills for
each dollar of valuation. This
request is more than half of
the total ballot additional
taxes requested. But, it is vi-
tally important.

What more worthy invest-
ment than education?

Obviously, skepticism
arises over the recent disap-
pointing State of Ohio report
card for TPS but, on balance,
there is much to like about
the direction in which the dis-
trict is moving. There are
some sterling success stories
from recent attempts to offer
a variety of products to TPS
students – Toledo Early Col-
lege High School, Toledo

Vote FOR the Seven Local Levies
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Technology Academy, MLK
Academy for Boys, Grove
Patterson and Old West End
Academies, for example.

Certainly part of the diffi-
culties encountered this past
school year had to do with
the move from middle
schools to a K – 12 format.

Nevertheless, the transfor-
mation plan makes sense for
the future, as does the effort
to increase even further the
variety of products offered.

We are impressed by those
directing the school board –
Superintendent Jerome
Pecko, Ed.D., and his cohort
of lieutenants – Chief Aca-
demic Officer Jim Gault, Asst
Superintendents Romules
Durant, Ed.D., and Brian
Murphy. We are also im-
pressed by the leadership of
the Toledo Federation of
Teachers and that bargaining
unit’s efforts to work closely
with the administration in the
rebuilding plans, not to men-
tion the sacrifice teachers and
other union members have
made over the last several
years to help curb the bur-
geoning deficits.

We are impressed by the
spirit of collaboration that the
school board and the admin-
istration have displayed in
recent years with a number
of community partners.

There has been some dis-
gruntlement in this commu-
nity over TPS’ decision to
seek a Head Start grant and
seemingly putting at risk
those currently employed by
EOPA. It is not at all appar-
ent that current Head Start/
EOPA employees will be at
much of a risk, certainly not
as much of a risk if a third
party obtains the contract. At
any rate, education is the busi-
ness TPS is in and it makes
perfect sense here that they
should seek to do as much of
it as possible.

If you don’t have children
in the public schools and are
wondering what possible
benefit there might be for you
to dish out more of your hard-
earned dollars to support
other folks’ children, be re-
minded, the well-being of the
public school system is di-
rectly tied to that of the com-
munity as a whole. The
economy of the area depends
in great part on what sort of
students the school systems
are producing. No single resi-
dent of Toledo is unaffected
by the quality of the educa-
tion offered here.

We can’t afford not to
support our schools.

Vote FOR Issue 23 –
Toledo Lucas County

Public Library
The Toledo Lucas County

Public Library is asking vot-
ers to approve a levy that is in
part renewal – 2 mills – and

in part new – 0.9 mill – for a
period of five years in order
to keep pace with expenses
in the face dwindling assis-
tance from the state.

And what do we get for
this money? A wealth of read-
ing material, research infor-
mation, after-school and sum-
mer programs, job assistance
programs, computer instruc-
tion … services that are far
too numerous to detail here.
Last year, for example, the
Library lent out 7.2 million
items to card holders. The
public library, as Director
Clyde Scoles has written, is
the people’s university.

The reason for the request
is painfully obvious. Over the
years state aid for the Library
has diminished from a high
of 75 percent of operating
expenses to the current level
of 48 percent. State aid has
not increased from the 1996
level to account for inflation
or increased services.

The Library is seeking an
increase that will cost the
owner of a home valued at
$60,000 about $18 annually,
the owner of a $100,000
about $30 annually.  It’s an
investment that’s vitally im-
portant in order for the Li-
brary to continue the all-im-
portant task of providing ac-
cess to education for all Lucas
County residents.

Vote FOR Issue 25 –
Lucas County Children

Services
Lucas County Children

Services is seeking a levy
that is also part renewal – one
mill – and part increase –
0.85 mill. The increase will
add about $26 annually to a
homeowner’s tax bill whose
house is valued at $100,000.

Children’s Services needs
these funds to forestall lay-
offs to professional staff who
are advocates for child safety
and seek out and prevent child
abuse.

Over the years, LCCS has
been a faithful steward of the
taxpayers’ monies. A decade
ago, the agency reduced its
levy millage and saved area
residents thousands of dol-
lars. As with other agencies,
state and federal funding has
been reduced and currently
LCCS receives half of its
operating funds from these
local levies.

Rumor has it that the
agency has a huge fund bal-
ance to rely on. That may
have been true in past years,
but the fund has dwindled to
very little over the past de-
cade due to the economic dif-
ficulties of the past years and
those dwindling funds from
Columbus and Washington,
D.C..

Thousands of children and
families benefit each year
from the services LCCS pro-

vides. Cutting back on such
services places an untold
number of innocent children
at greater danger. Please vote
FOR Issue 25.

Vote FOR Issue 24 –
Lucas County Mental
Health and Recovery

Services
This is an additional tax

request of one mill – about
$30 annually for the owner
of a $100,000 home – over a
period of 10 years. It is the
first request in 24 years from
the agency which provided
services to over 24,000
people annually.

If the levy request fails,
the board would be forced to
trim $1.57 annually over the
next year and a half. This
from an agency that has al-
ready cut 20 percent of its
administrative staff.

Another agency which has
been a good steward of pub-
lic funds, MHRS has deliv-
ered 97 cents of every dollar
to direct services over the
years.

Failure to approve the levy
will place more people who
are mentally ill or addicted
into jails, prisons and home-
less shelters – and servicing
them in those places will cost
taxpayers much more than

will this additional levy.

Vote FOR Issues 5 and
21 – City of Toledo and

Metropolitan Park
District

Both of these issues deal
with our parks and recreation.
The City of Toledo is asking
voters to approve an addi-
tional tax of one mill to pro-
vide parks and recreational
facilities. MetroParks is seek-
ing an additional tax of 0.9
mill for the purpose of ac-
quiring, operating, improv-
ing, conserving and protect-
ing new and existing
Metropark lands. Both re-
quests are for 10 years.

The City request will ear-
mark dollars specifically for
the far too decrepit parks and
swimming pools, for the en-
hancement for programs and
to create summer jobs for
youth.

On the other hand, the
Metroparks, which includes
nine area parks and the To-
ledo Botanical Garden, along
with three greenways, are a
perfect example of the best
that Toledo has to offer.
Metroparks wants to enhance
programs and develop a
Middleground in downtown
Toledo. The $1.7 million
raised by the levy will double

the operating budget.
Three million visitors

avail themselves of the plea-
sures of Metroparks annu-
ally . Vote FOR both of these
measures.

Vote FOR Issue 25 –
Imagination Station
Although this Issue is at

the bottom of our list, in some
ways, this may be the easiest
call of all … because it is by
far the least expensive. For
$5.21 annually, the owner of
a $100,000 home can help
support a downtown facility
which has provided an edu-
cational experience for over
a half million visitors since
2009.

The center offers families
a chance to learn together, it
offers teachers an opportu-
nity to enhance their student’s
science experience and it
brings a much-needed boost
to the downtown area.

The monies raised by the
levy will provide one-third
of the center’s operating bud-
get. It’s a bargain we can’t
afford to pass on.

We can’t afford to pass on
any of these measures, in fact.
Dig just a little bit deeper,
folks. Every one of these lev-
ies make sense in the short
and long term.
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(Continued on Page 5)

The Toledo African American Chamber of Commerce
Community Forums
By Jay Black, TAACC President
Special to The Truth

This article is a
continuation of
the TAACC Spon-
sored Community
Forum Summary
that appeared in
last week’s addi-
tion.

The TAACC
Mission State-
ment:

The Toledo Af-
rican American
Chamber of Com-
merce advocates

and promotes the economic growth and development of
African American owned businesses by focusing on the
development of business opportunities, business alliances,
and legislative advocacy.

TAACC Vision Statement:
The TAACC is focused on serving the minority busi-

ness community and has as its goal the promotion of
economic development through the creation of jobs and
provision of assistance to small businesses.  As a result the
greater Toledo area and northwest Ohio region will be
strengthened.

Our mission and vision statements are the back drop for
hosting Community Forums.  Last week we reported on
the summaries of forums held with Commissioner Tina
Skeldon Wozniak, Lucas County Mental Health Recovery
and Services Board, Lucas County Children Services
Board and Imagination Station.

This week we report on forums held with Toledo Public
Schools, Lucas County Public Library and County Com-
missioner Candidate Kevin Haddad.  It should be noted
that Commissioner Pete Gerken cancelled his forum with
TAACC the day before his scheduled time with us.  He
asked to reschedule with TAACC after the election.

TAACC expressed to Commissioner Gerken that one
of the purposes of the forums is to give the candidates and
levy sponsors the opportunity to present their platforms to
our community so they would have factual information
that would allow them to make informed decisions on
Election Day. Gerken’s slot was filled by Haddad.

TAACC reiterates that we are a non-partisan organiza-
tion that does not endorse candidates or levies.  However,
we do want our members, partners and constituents to
have enough information to make an informed voting
decision.  The information reported in these articles is
based on factual information only.

We do challenge our members and community to ask
why should we support candidates and tax levies if they
don’t support our businesses economically?  Secondly, we
encourage our constituents to follow the lead of other
successful communities that hold elected officials, candi-
dates, and levy sponsors accountable by not voting for
them if they are not supporting our community and busi-
nesses with the economic resources they control.

All presenters have been advised that the results of the
forums are published in The Sojourner’s Truth and Toledo
Minority Communicator News weekly newspapers.  They
were also encouraged to do business with these TAACC
members.

Toledo Public Schools (TPS)
Jerome Pecko, Ed.D, reported on a number of TPS very

positive initiatives undertaken by the District.  They in-
clude:

TPS Graduation Rate 62.4 percent
Attendance Rating 94.3 percent
Martin Luther King Jr. Academy for Boys, Elmhurst,

Grove Patterson, Toledo EHS and TTA were all rated
Excellent

Five Schools moved up one category

Transformation Plan Highlights:
Increased distance learning options that allow students

to enroll in courses that are not offered at their school (136
students enrolled last year, 205 enrolled thus far this year).

Dropout Prevention Program is working (336 students
earned credits last year, 408 students were enrolled in
summer school this year).

Secured a $17MM SIG grants for Scott, Robinson,
Glenwood, and Pickett schools.

Built Early High School Options Program (EHSO) for
seventh and eighth graders to take courses for high school
credit, allowing them a jump start on their secondary
education (500 students earned a 3.31 GPA or better in
FY12).

Created neighborhood elementary schools for children
in kindergarten to the eighth grade.  (FY12 Preliminary:
Eighth grade scores improved by 12 percent in math,  six
percent in science).

Developed and implemented an inclusion model for
special education purposes.

Significantly increased partnerships with external or-
ganizations to enhance opportunities for students to suc-
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Jerome Pecko

Community Forums
(Continued   from  Page 4)

ceed in TPS schools  (Boys and Girls Clubs, SES, Hubs,
YMCA latchkey, AmeriCorps Program, Jones Program
with 5/3 Bank, College Coaches Program with Lucas
County, and Gateway to College Program).

Pecko also talked about Transformation Plan Phase II
which can be found on TPS’ website.

Pecko answered the three common questions as fol-
lows:

TPS does not have a Business Inclusion Plan at this
time.  A vote was taken for the Policy Committees recom-
mended plan at the October board meeting and 2 board
members voted for the Policy Committees recommended
plan and two members voted against the recommended
plan. Please refer to the October TPS Board minutes
found on TPS’ website for more details.

Total Goods and Services Budget is approximately
$100MM annually.

Pecko did not know how much of that number is spent
with MBE’s.

Toledo Lucas County Public Library
Margaret Danziger, deputy director, Charles Oswanski,

superintendent, Facilities & Operations, and Faith Hairston,
manager of Kent Branch Library were the presenters:

Our Library is ranked seventh nationally.
This levy accounts for 50 percent of the Library’s

budget, is a 2.9 mill request (2.0 mill renewal, .9 mills
additional).

The Library has several programs that are either lo-
cated in its central city branches or that directly benefit
central city residents.  These include:  Homework Helpers
Program, Summer Reading Program, Library Cybermobile
(classroom on wheels), and Kent Branches Access Center
just to name a few.

They have over 400 partners who help with specific
program offerings (Read for Literacy, Area Office on

Aging, Owens Community College, Penta Vocational
College, Mercy Health Partners, Promedica Health Sys-
tems, etc.)

Additionally, each of its 18 branch locations often offer
programs specific to that location.  Time does not permit
us to list all of the positive offerings of the Library.

Statistical Information
Total Employees 356 (approximately 15 percent are

part-time employees).
Out of 18 Branch Managers three are African American

(16.6 percent)
Total annual budget $33.1MM
They answered the three common questions as follows:
Do not have a Business Inclusion Plan.
Total annual Goods and Services Expenditures are

approximately $12.1MM.
Do not track expenditures by segment so no data is

available on how much of the above was spent with
MBE’s.

Lucas County Commissioner Candidate Kevin Haddad
Kevin Hadadd said he entered the race because of the

trend of “Community Decline” in the County.  As a
minority himself, he feels that both the Democratic and
Republican Parties “disenfranchise” minorities.  That’s
why he is running as an Independent.

 He left the Republican Party because of their views
against the poor.  He doesn’t fit with the Democrats
because he is a “B Teamer” who cares about people and
he’s not the typical politician. He says he’s tired of the
“good old boy network” coming out of the County Com-
missioners office.  He said a case in point is how Peter
Ujvagi was hired.

He says that if elected as a County Commissioner, he
would work to restore the middle class in the county and

promises to work against the good old boy network he says
exists in the County operations.

When asked what he’s done as a Sylvania Township
Trustee he listed the following:

Eliminated 90 percent of paper processing and waste.

Attempted to get the same trash collection program that
the City of Toledo has for $150 per year (he was voted
down by the other two Township Trustees).

He is the president of the Lucas County Township
Association (which is an association of 11 Townships)
and has promoted greater cooperation among the mem-
bers of the association.

He wants to opt out of the Storm Water Utility system
because they are paying $2.4MM without receiving corre-
sponding services.

Haddad says he has challenged Commissioner Tina
Skeldon Wozniak to a one-on-one debate and she has
declined.

Haddad was asked what he has done in his position as
township trustee to include MBE’s.  He says he has
advocated for small business opportunities in Sylvania
Township and has tried to get MBE’s included in the
contracting process.  He has had the conversation with the
other two trustees and was shot down two to one.  He said
he has demonstrated his personal commitment of doing
business with MBE’s by being a faithful customer of
Powell’s Beauty and Barber Supply.  He challenged
TAACC to ask elected officials and candidates to disclose
what African-American owned businesses they personally
support.

 Sylvania Township annual goods and services budget
is approximately $30MM and he doesn’t believe any of it
is spent with MBE’s.

Please visit our website at: www.toledoaacc.com for
more information about TAACC and our forums.
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Truth is that which
serves the interests of a
people.  Two groups of
people locked in combat
cannot be expected to have
the same truth.  - Albert B.
Cleage, Jr.

The Executive Exempt
ordinance presented to City
Council by Mayor Mike Bell
would have increased pay
ranges for nonunionized ex-

ecutive staff. The pay scales have not been adjusted
since 1998, a period of 14 years.

After several bitter back and forth skirmishes and
support from only two of 12 councilpersons, the Mayor
unilaterally ordered salary increases to administrators
totaling $62,000 for the remainder of 2012 and $295,000
in 2013.

With the raises fiscally accounted for in the City’s
projected $900,000 budget surplus, what’s really behind
the civic altercation?

Bell insists that it’s about fairness.
“Executive staff, commissioners, managers, direc-

tors and other exempt staff have not received raises or
had their pay ranges increased since 1998 while union-
ized workers have received raises. That’s unfair,” Bell
says.

Toledo’s municipal administrators are also paid from
10 - 42 percent less than their counterparts in compa-
rable Ohio and regional cities, according to a 65-page
executive salary survey presented to City Council.

“Not only is it about people in Toledo not keeping
pace with their peers,” adds Toledo Public Information
Officer Jennifer Sorgenfrei, “but also about the fairness

Unnecessary Battles
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

of paying people what they are worth and putting people
where they belong within their classification. One city
director is the 15th highest paid person in her division
and is paid less than many of those who report to her and
is administratively responsible for.”

Some administrators also get a bad rap from some
councilpersons such as Steven Steel who has been criti-
cal of administrative personnel. “We should take care of
the people who actually do the work. If I call you (the
administrator), you call someone else to do the work,”
Steel remarked in a committee meeting.

The comment, according to some, overlooks the fact
that “if the faucet is turned on and no water comes out or
if a toilet is flushed and nothing happens,” that it is the
administrator who has to sit in the pit of council cham-
bers to answer the tough questions and who often has to
discipline employees over behavior as bizarre as having
a fist fight over a bag of pork rinds.

“When people are responsible, you pay them for what
you expect them to deliver,” Sorgenfrei emphasizes.

The puzzling part of the conflict however, is that none
of the three African-American council members sup-
ported the Mayor’s legislative request.

Part of the conflict may be from the still bitter after-
taste of Bell’s support of Republican Gov. John Kasich’s
since-repealed Senate Bill 5 controversial limits on col-
lective bargaining by state public employees.

Also making things toasty is union pressure resulting
from recent concessions in which employees will now be
responsible for paying their own portion of their pension
contributions, health care premiums and other conces-
sions.

Payback? Perhaps.
“Yet, no one has looked at the diversity in all of this,”

Bell states sagaciously.
Indeed, overlooked, in this 22nd vs 21st floor internal

strife, is that of the beneficiaries of the mayor’s initia-
tive, 100 percent of the executive directors, 44 percent
of the department directors, 36 percent of managers, a
third of the executive management staff and ten percent
of the commissioners are men or women of color. In
addition, Clarence Coleman, commissioner of taxation
and an African-American male, is one of seven non-
unionized employees who maxed-out at the top of the
salary scale and is not included in the mayor’s initiative.

My thoughts concerning the civic showdown?
Given the overall state of political and social polar-

ization prevalent in today’s society, my belief is that, at
the core, the mayor’s action is about constructive lead-
ership.

While politically unpopular, this is about fairness. It
is about paying employees their market worth within
their frame of reference and allowing others to share in
benefits previously unavailable but that other city em-
ployees have received.

Unlike most of the prevalent perspectives and poli-
cies being promoted in a year where every election or
legislative act is heated or intensely contested, Bell’s
actions foster inclusion and encourage a better situation
for all. Most importantly, the salary hikes do not en-
hance one group by diminishing another.

For certain, the time has come for an end to the
condemnation and mis-labeling of moral acts as evil in
those who differ from us in some way, as we shamelessly
tolerate the reckless, illusionary or incompetent behav-
ior of others who regularly pass off depravity as virtue.

Let’s focus our attention on relevant contests and
recognizing the true motives of those currently
running for political office.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.Min, at
drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org
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What’s In A Name?.....A lot!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

What’s in a name you say?
A lot, I say! Can you immedi-
ately imagine some quality
or image if I was to say the
following names: Gandhi,
King, Napoleon, Jesus,
Reagan, Oprah,

Cosby, Churchill, Picasso,
Geronimo, Castro, Obama,
Aretha, Lincoln,  etc...etc?

     I bet you can associate
something with those names
and probably identify their
ethnic backgrounds if pressed
to do so.

     According to the Bible,
a good name (reputation) is
more precious than gold. So,
you would think that there
would be some serious think-
ing and planning when a name
is picked. Even if it is an

historical name or names
honoring some past family
ancestors…something to
show that the parent or par-
ents took pride and responsi-
bility in their deliberations in
giving a name to a child.

    Now…fast forward to
the present decades and see
what is being dished out as
names for new born children.
Mind you, unless that child
changes that moniker, it is
his or hers for life…even if
they have to abbreviate it.

   So, somebody tell me.
What’s up with some of the,
“you gotta be kidding me”
names that we see or have
seen being slapped on unsus-
pecting kids?

  Some names are so hor-
rendous and just plain
bad…much less silly or stu-
pid that you wonder,

was the parent still on
happy meds when she signed
off on the birth certificate?

  Here’s the deal. When a
parent slaps a ridiculously
hard to pronounce
name…much less spell…

on a unsuspecting new
born, that child is marked for
life. FOR LIFE!

    No, it is not about be-

ing cute or trying to be cre-
ative, it is just plain stupid is
as stupid does. Why chain
down a kid with a goofy name
because you as a parent
wanted to be, “creative.”

You want creativity? Take
an art class at the museum.
Take up photography. Learn
to draw.

Take a class in jewelry
making or block printing but
for heaven’s sake quit taking
out your

creativity juices on the
kid!

      Oh. Another thing.
This is so clear that even Ray
Charles could see it. You
know, when you plaster your
child with a Scrabble Board
name, not only will he or she
be teased at school but, guess
what? On any application
blank for a job, good ol’ Mr.
Employer will know upfront
that the applicant has one of
those funny made up names
that are peculiar to “you
people”.

     Why does that matter?
Because they now have an
easier job of quietly exiting
your application blank out of
the job pool and into the trash
can if they are trying to root

out, “you people.”
    I know. I know. I sound

paranoid. Yeah. A little. But
why increase the hazards of
being black in America by
branding a kid with a laugh-
able name.

     I know. I know. One
name is great to you but that
same name is an eye-roller to
someone else!

    Ok. Take this quiz: I
am an employer at a local
factory and there are three
job openings

and the following four
names come into me for my
final selection. Choose the
names that you think are the
names of the black appli-
cants:

(1) Tye’Vonte
(2) Credulisha
(3) Richard
(4) Sno’ White

    The next four first
names came up on a scholar-
ship select committee. Chose
the names that you think are
from aspiring black appli-
cants:

(1)  Mon’Quella
(2)  Zaarquese

(3)  Tanqueray
(4)  Denise

The next four first names
called about a rental vacancy
in a very tight housing mar-
ket. All things being equal,
who would you call back to
see the three-bed unit?

(1)  Berterrallia
(2)  Jo’phonsea
(3)  Margaret
(4)  Kasadillia

The next four first names
came up on a gang unit task
force review. They are look-
ing for the

person or persons that did
an AK-47 drive by shooting
in the Fulton and Islington
area. What names would
probably draw a visit from
the SWAT team?

(1) Andonynius
(2) Moorpheus
(3) Dedonndre
(4) Ralph

     The moral of this story
is parents, quit tagging your
kids with nutty names just so
that you can

say, “my child is differ-

ent!”  Give the kid a fighting
chance so that when it comes
down to a name meaning
something, he or she is not
fingered as a “you know who”
before the kid has a chance to
prove him or herself.

     When you see some of
the names on the birth records
and recorded in the police
files, you gotta wonder, “what
planet was this parent from
that hung that 500 pound
name weight on that child’s
life?”

     You say you love your
kids? You want them to have
a decent start in life?  Prove
it.

     Do you part and get a
book of baby names from the
library and give the kid a
fighting chance

with a real name; and let
your “creativity” be chan-
neled  in choosing a riveting
pastel paint color for the liv-
ing room or spicing up a bland
chicken pot roast.

Now that we are finished
with that, don’t you dare ask
me about my first name!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at
Tolliver@Juno.com
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Angela Zimmann: Challenging Traditional Republican
Domination in District 5
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

In their zeal to eliminate
one of the Democratic lions in
the House of Representatives
through re-districting and
thereby forcing Marcy Kaptur
of Toledo to face Dennis
Kucinich of Cleveland in a
newly drawn “lake” district,
the state GOP may have over-
looked the consequences of
stretching one of their previ-
ously safe seats into Demo-
cratic land.

District 5, which has had a
Republican congressman in
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives since the 1930’s now
reaches into Toledo and, ac-
cording to Democratic chal-
lenger and first-time candi-
date, Angela Zimmann, pres-
ently has two percent more
registered Democrats in the
district than Republicans.

Zimmann is squaring off
against Rep. Bob Latta who
won the seat in a special elec-
tion in 2007 after the death of
long-time Representative Paul
Gillmor. Latta’s father, Del
Latta, had held the District 5
seat from 1959 to 1989.

A college instructor (at
Bowling Green State Univer-

sity, her alma mater) and a
Lutheran pastor, Zimmann
has a fighting chance against
Latta in what was once
deemed a safe Republican
seat.

“Independents rule the day
here,” she says of the new
make-up of District 5. “Re-
publicans were so focused on
drawing Marcy Kaptur in with
Dennis Kucinich, they put this
district at risk. Only one half
of the voters remain from the
former district.”

The Democratic candidate
in previous District 5 elec-
tions, going back for decades,
used to be a mere stalking
horse for the Party. From
Zimmann and her supporters’
standpoint, those days are
over.

Latta must think so as well.
He has spent his campaign in
hiding, ducking any encoun-
ters with the challenger, even
declining to comment on why
he won’t debate his opponent.

Surprisingly, the first-time
candidate for Congress has
raised funds enough to keep
the battle going. “We have
raised donations from every

state in the nation,” she notes.
Over 2,000 individual donors,
she says, have contributed to
the campaign.

For Zimmann, her future
as a congresswoman will be
devoted to three primary
policy issues that she believes
will help turn around the for-
tunes of Ohioans.

First, there is the matter of
the infrastructure, says
Zimmann. “I have spoken with
county engineers all over the
district,” she says. “All of them
say that when money is put
into the infrastructure, it helps
the economy.”

To that end, Zimmann
notes that “Ohio is a donor
state” placing more into fed-
eral coffers than it receives in
return for investment in the
infrastructure. That’s a for-
mula she would like to change.

Second, she is an advocate
for closing corporate tax loop-
holes, such as the break cor-
porations receive when they
are moving jobs overseas.
Noting that the United States
has one of the highest corpo-
rate tax rates in the world and
a wealth of loopholes that give

make it difficult to determine
what the effective rate might
be, Zimmann would want to
change those inequities in the
tax laws.

Her third challenge as a
congresswoman will be edu-
cation, particularly in helping
correct the current imbalance
in which so many Ohioans are
undereducated and so many
jobs unfilled because the
workforce is not adequately
educated to meet require-
ments.

As the election nears,
Zimmann is busy traversing
the 14-county district – the
second largest in Ohio, bring-
ing her message of a moder-
ate Democrat to urban and
rural areas. Optimism reigns
in the Zimmann camp par-
ticularly because the voters of
the new District 5 have been
responsible, she notes, for
voting former Gov. Ted
Strickland, President Obama
and Senator Sherrod Brown,
into office.

And she has been busy tak-
ing to task an opponent whose
record, she says, has been
anything but kind to women,

an issue that may play a cen-
tral role in the upcoming elec-
tion as Democrats around the
nation reflect on a variety of
Republican candidates’ state-
ments about abortion and ban-
ning abortion under any cir-
cumstance, even in cases of
rape and abortion.

“My opponent has at-
tacked women on equal pay,

domestic violence issues and
with Planned Parenthood,”
says Zimmann. “He’s been so
dismissive of women – as if
they don’t matter.”

For more information on
the new District 5 and to de-
termine if, as a Lucas County
or Toledo voter, you now re-
side in the district, go to
www.zimmannforcongress.com
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Hundreds Attend NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet
By Artisha Lawson
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Over 600 Toledo civic and
political leaders, residents
and pastors, leaders of insti-
tutions of higher learner and
institutions of faith all gath-
ered to accept two calls of
action delivered by Toledo
NAACP Branch.

The NAACP has ad-
dressed injustice since 1909.
The Toledo Branch, the lo-
cal voice, held its annual
Freedom Fund banquet on
October 26. First vice presi-
dent Ray Woods served as
master of ceremonies for the
banquet. The United States
Navy and United States Ma-
rine Corps in full uniform
presented the colors.

The event continued with
a vocal rendition of National
Anthem by Errin Brooks, an
invocation by Rev. Talmadge
Thomas of City Zion the
Mount Zion Church and a
welcome address by NAACP
Unit president Rev. Kevin
Bedford.

Toledo’s local Student
African American Brother-
hood (SAAB) served as event
ushers to assist the presenta-
tion of awards to the Free-
dom Fund Award honorees.

Former Toledo City coun-
cil President Wilma Brown
was awarded the Roy Wilkins
Leadership Award for her
community-focused work
during her tenure as a Coun-
cil representative. In addi-

tion to Brown, the NAACP
honored individuals and or-
ganizations in the areas of
law and justice, medicine and
health care services, educa-
tion, media, community ser-
vice organizations, spiritual
leadership, leadership,
emerging youth community
leaders, labor, music and per-
forming arts and youth.

“We are proud of our
youth, they are our future.
Let’s encourage them as best
we can,” said Bedford.

The 2012 honorees are:
Attorney David Barker, Doni
Miller and Neighborhood

Health Association, Martell
Holcomb, Albert Flores,
Geraldine Fair, The
Sojourner’s Truth, The To-
ledo Journal, WTVG 13 ABC
News, The Juice FM 107.3,
African-American Legacy
Project, Frederick Douglas
Community Association,
ABLE Law Firm, League of
Women Voters, Farm Labor
Organizing Committee, Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc,
Rev. Theadis Horton,
Samantha Adams, PhD,
Judge Robert Franklin,
Michael Alexander, Reginald
Temple, Kenyetta Jones,

Derrick Roberts, Ed.D, Joan
Bolden and the Student Afri-
can American Brotherhood.

The milestone celebration
delivered the first call to ac-
tion about the importance of
volunteering with the
NAACP and featured Kirk
Clay, the senior advisor of
PowerPAC, as speaker.
PowerPAC focuses on po-
litical and civic engagement

said Ohio House of Repre-
sentatives member Michael
Ashford.

The theme “Your Power,
Your Decision, Your Vote,”
was the second call to action
to stress the importance of
voting. The NAACP Toledo
Branch in collaboration with
community organizations
urges local voters to vote
early in person.

“Souls to the Polls” calls
for places of worship to en-
courage their members to
vote on Sunday, November 4
from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. The
polls are also open Novem-
ber 2, 8:00am-7:00pm, No-
vember 3 and November 5,
8:00am-2:00pm.

Immediately following the
banquet, NAACP Toledo
Chapter President Bedford
issued corporate
acknowledgements and grati-
tude to community supports.
For information about youth
and adult local member, and
to view the official banquet
acknowledgements, visit
www.toledonaacp.org.

“No one group is an is-
land, we need all of these
groups to make this city of
Toledo great,” said Bedford.

Family of Dr. Samantha P. Adams, recipient of the Roy Wilkins Leadership Award (Posthumous)

and had various community-
driven positions in the area
of government, civic engage-
ment and voting.

“The NAACP is vital to
the African-American com-
munity. Since 1909 the
NAACP has been fighting for
us. We still have a long way
to go, and that’s why mem-
bership and volunteering with
the NAACP is important,”



FDCA Introduces New Director
The Frederick Dou-

glas Community Asso-
ciation (FDCA) held a
Meet and Greet for their
new Executive Director
Sony Harper-Williams,
October 25, 2012 at the
Frederick Douglas Cen-
ter. The event was an op-
portunity for the FDCA
to introduce Harper-Wil-
liams to the general pub-
lic and share the vision of
the FDCA for the future.

According to Harper-
Williams, part of that vi-
sion is to re-establish the
connection with the fami-
lies in the neighborhood.
She said: “ Our vision is
to not just service the
children but the whole
family.”

The FDCA currently
offers a variety of recre-
ational programs but
Harper-Williams said the
priority right now is pro-
viding services to the
family. She added, “We
are not by any means

abandoning our recre-
ational programs and will
be introducing tennis and
soccer to the programs
already offered, we will
just be increasing the ser-
vices now available to
families.”

Some of the programs
include; GED, Parenting,
and Anger Management
classes as well Financial
Stability Coaching.

Board member, Michelle McCaster
and Board Pres. Karl Parker

Marty Porter and Board member,
Jim SnodgrassJPG

Board Vice Pres. Jan
Scotland and Pastor Lee
Wiliams
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Executive Director,
Sonya Harper-Williams

Robert Franklin
and Eddie Cole

Jim Funk and
Pastor Lee
Williams

Rose Bonhart-Ellis and
Darnise St. Andrew
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African American Legends Luncheon
Photo highlights of the 8th annual Legends weekend which

began October 5 with a reception held at the Toledo Club and
concluded with a luncheon at the Hilton Garden Inn October
6.  The event is hosted by the African American Legacy
Project, a group dedicated to preserving the histories of
African Americans in Northwest Ohio. Legends and Emerg-
ing Leaders were honored.

Judge C. Allen Mcconnell, Sam
Harris, John Henry Livingston

Willie Ward and
Donnetta Carter

Saluting State Sen. Edna Brown

Front row: George Davis Jr., Lancelot Thompson, Ph.D.,
Emerson Cole, Edna Brown, Clara Brank, Cenia Willis

Back row : Reginald Temple, Willie Ward, Jaquelyn Jones,
Karen Sherman – Sorina, Rhonda Sewell, Michael
Alexander

Photos courtesy
Harold E. Lindsey, Jr
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Campaigns Touch Many Parts of Toledo Area

Pathy and Vince Davis hosted a gathering last week at their home on Collingwood and welcomed Justice Yvette McGee
Brown, who is running to keep her seat on the Ohio Supreme Court, and Craig Robinson, brother of the nation’s First Lady
Michelle Obama.

Also on hand was gospel singer Shirley Murdock, a Toledo native and resident of Dayton.

The day before, Demo-
cratic National Committee

Mecca
Court #73
Illustrious
Commandress
Dt. Lisa
Fails

Chairman Debbie
Wasserman Schultz was in

town to preach the gospel of
early voting to a crowd of

Democratic Party members.
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Hundreds Attend NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet
from Page 9

Romules Durant, Ed.D,
and SAAB members

Judge
Myron
Duhart

Councilman Tyrone
Riley and Ray Woods

State Rep.
Michael.Ashford and
Rev. Robert Culp

Martell Holcomb

Congresswoman, Marcy
Kaptur and Councilman,
Phil Copeland

Mayor, Mike Bell with
Judge, Myron Duhart

Deb and George Tucker

Karl Sill and O.C. Ballard
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OPEN HOUSE - Sunday, October 28, 2012
The Toledo Women’s Club

3829 Woodley Road (Off Sylvania Ave.)
From 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Come Shop: Lulu Avenue Jewelry (a new company)
Designer Fashions: bags, shoes, hats, health and 

wellness products and fund-raising activities. 
Door prizes and more!

Call: 419.472.4648 or 419.537.0021 for more info.
Hosted by The Charleston House
4055 Monroe Street, Toledo, OH 

2215 Dorr St. Duplex
$25,000

Good Investment Property
Both units rented. 2009 new roof & 
exterior paint. Open to offers.

Call for details:
419.367.5123

Danberry Realtors

Transportation for the
2012 Presidential
Election

President Obama needs us to vote early
for President of the United States to ensure a
win in the state of Ohio. Please do not take this
for granted!!!
United we stand-Divided we fall.

Mon-Thurs. 8am-7pm; Fri. 8am-6pm;
Sat. 8am-2pm; Sun. 1pm-5pm
1500 North Superior, Summit Plaza

For further information or transportation, please
contact

Brenda Lewis @(419) 704-9715
Delores Latson @ (419) 242-8169

The Grant Writers for the
Arts Foundation will cel-
ebrate its launch in the Old
West End at the Historic
Collingwood Arts Center,
with a mission to re-grant to
community based organiza-
tions that provide perform-
ing arts, visual arts and mu-
sic instruction for children
K-8. Grammy-nominated
singer, songwriter Dwele will
headline the impressive ar-
ray of local entertainment
talent.

As so consummately de-
scribed by Michael Hayes,
Sr., currently a drummer,
vocalist, teacher and mentor,
Dorr Street in the 1960’s and
1970’s was an eclectic, inte-
grated, and hopping neigh-
borhood dotted with restau-
rants, pool halls, theaters and
shops — many minority-
owned and boasting more
than a dozen active night-
clubs and music joints within
its one square mile. It was
written on a sign of the “Soul
and Art Creative Workshops”
once located on Dorr and

Toledo’s Old West End District Celebrates Artz and Soul
with Culture and Entertainment-Filled Affair (Nov. 11, 2012)
Special to The Truth

Forest Streets, “The Creative
Spirit is the Heart of any
Great People”.

The Soul and Art Creative
Workshop was where count-
less urban youth could come
to view and learn many forms
of visual and performing arts.
Few people today know of
the rich history of Dorr Street
during that era, and its musi-
cal legacy because it van-
ished abruptly and so thor-
oughly due to redevelopment
in the 1970s.

The Creative Workshop
was the vision of two men
Russell Taylor (artist and jazz
DJ on 99.9 WKLR radio)
and Vernon Martin (national
recording jazz artist).  It was
a place where we could learn
from local and regional art-
ists, poets, painters, sculp-
tures, potters, musicians,
dancers, etc., for free.  There
were many workshops and
less gangs and violence in
the neighborhood. We were
too busy learning and rehears-
ing rather than out selling
drugs and killing one another.

The genesis of Grant Writ-
ers for the Arts Foundation
begins in NW Ohio where
students at Toledo’s lowest-
performing schools live un-
stable lives, moving between
homes and schools at alarm-
ing rates and at an age when
they are most vulnerable. The
GWAF believes that arts and
music education can be used
to bring communities to-
gether, educate our children,
and create places of beauty
that inspire both the heart
and the mind.  Grant Writers
for the Arts Foundation seeks
to fund after-school programs
as a direct response to the
growing number of youth that
are either falling through the
cracks at school or are al-

ready entangled with the ju-
venile court system. The goal
is to make funding accessible
in public school environ-
ments and community based
organizations serving youths
K-8 who are having a turbu-
lent transition to young adult-
hood.

Creative arts and music
education as an alternative
can offer a positive support
system to avoid the pitfalls
that can derail the lives of
youth. Due to limited pro-
gramming, Toledo students
will miss out on opportuni-
ties to develop creative skills
and critical thinking abilities.
Students need access to qual-
ity cultural arts and music
education in our schools to

ensure that Ohio’s quality of
life standards are maintained
and funding for these pro-
grams is limited.  Due to bud-
get cuts by the local school
systems youth K-8 will be
underserved.   Community
programs do not have re-
sources to fill the gaps of
what is now a distressed com-
munity.

On Sunday, November 11,
2012 the Grant Writers for
the Arts Foundation (GWAF)
will host a lively, memorable
affair to help revive neigh-
borhoods centers of music
and cultural diversity. The
GWAF will celebrate its
launch in the Historic Old
West End at the Collingwood
Arts Center, with a mission

to re-grant funds to commu-
nity based organizations that
provide performing arts, vi-
sual arts and music instruc-
tion for children K-8.
Grammy-nominated singer,
songwriter Dwele will head-
line the impressive array of
local entertainment talent.

Taking part in the evening
celebration are notable To-
ledo establishments such as
the Collingwood Arts Center
and Club Evolution, along
with other local artists, musi-
cians, community and cor-
porate sponsors, to make this
an Annual Fall Season event.
Purchase tickets online at
www.grantwritersforthearts.org

Lucas County CASA Elects New
Officers and Board Members
Special to The Truth

Lucas County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates) announced the selection of its newest officers and
members to the Lucas County CASA/CRB Volunteer Asso-
ciation Advisory Board.

The Board elected Sharon (Judi) Ellis, a retired vice
president of National City Bank as its President. Ms. Ellis
founded the delinquency prevention nonprofit K.E.V.I.N.,
Inc.

Stephen Vasquez, Membership Development Manager
of the Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce and former
Development Officer of the United Way of Greater Toledo,
was elected Vice President.

Daniel Nathan, J.D., Clinical Professor at the Domestic
Violence & Juvenile Law Clinic at the University of Toledo,
College of Law, was elected Secretary.

Denise (Didi) Thomason, a former business analyst for
The Home Depot at their corporate headquarters in Atlanta,
Georgia was re-elected to the Treasurer’s position for her
third term.

The Board selected the following esteemed individuals of
the greater Toledo community to join the Advisory Board:

Mark Wagoner, JD, a litigation partner at the premier
law firm of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick and former Ohio
Senate majority leader;

Joe Sharp, the CEO of Thread Marketing Group, a full
service, customer-focused marketing communications agency
offering strategic, integrated solutions in marketing commu-
nications, digital communications, public relations, and in-
formation technology.

Kate Malone, RN, a nurse at St. Francis de Sales High
School and a Lucas County CASA volunteer since January
2008.

Lucas County Court Judges Denise Navarre Cubbon and
Connie Zemmelman extend a warm welcome to the CASA/
CRB Advisory Board’s new officers and members.

Sharon (Judi) Ellis
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Now – Thursday, Nov. 1, 8 am – 7 pm

Friday, Nov. 2, 8 am – 6 pm

Saturday, Nov. 3, 8 am – 2 pm

Sunday, Nov. 4, 1 pm – 5 pm

Monday, Nov. 5, 8 am – 2 pm

          

Tuesday, November 6 

Polls are open from

en Español

Summit Plaza, 

1500 North Superior St.

The Black Count: Glory, Revolution, Betrayal, and the
Real Count of Monte Cristo by Tom Reiss
c.2012, Crown  $27.00 / $29.95 Canada       414 pages, includes index
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

For a quiet weekend get-
away, there’s nothing like
a novel.

With a novel in your
hands, you can travel the
world without going any-
where, seeing things your
eyes can’t show you. Read-
ing a novel allows you to
be someone – or something
– else for a while.

A good novel is just what
you need when you need
escape. But as you’ll see in
The Black Count by Tom
Reiss, your favorite fiction
may not be a fiction at all.

The knock on the door
came just before midnight.

Alexandre Dumas, then
four years old and the fu-
ture author of The Count of
Monte Cristo and The
Three Musketeers, remem-
bered the sound, even as an
adult. It was a knock that
brought word of his father’s
death.

Dumas’ father, Thomas-
Alexandre Delisle, was
born in 1762 in Saint-

Domingue to a fugitive
nobleman and a black
slave. Known as a fine
horseman, Thomas-
Alexandre’s life was idyl-
lic until his father brought
him to France in 1776.
There, the boy was edu-
cated and later changed his
name to become, as Reiss
calls him, the “original
Alex Dumas.”

Though he was techni-
cally “owned” by his fa-
ther, Alex Dumas père’s
French education and his
life as a nobleman’s son
was possible, says Reiss,
because of several French
laws and concepts. Slavery
was allowed in France, but
the French also embraced
the “undeniable right to
freedom” once a black
slave landed on French soil.
Though Dumas was dark-
skinned, his appearance
was “admired and cel-
ebrated,” but not as much
as his later accomplish-
ments on the battlefield.

Much taller than his con-
temporaries, Dumas was
said to look like a centaur
when riding. He was ex-
traordinarily strong, wide-
shouldered and well-built,
and good with a sword.
Though he joined the
French Revolution as an
enlisted man, he quickly
worked his way up to Gen-
eral and eventually fought
alongside Napoleon.

But in 1799, on his way
home from Egypt, the great
soldier was captured by
Italian forces and became a
prisoner of war. Released
two years later, betrayed
by his country, he never
fought again.

Part classic literature,
part biography, and very
steeped in French history,
The Black Count explains
the correlation between
Alexandre Dumas’ swash-
buckling stories and the
man who inspired them.
And that’s all good – if
you’re into French history,

because that makes up a
good portion of this book.

Author Tom Reiss
brings plenty of excitement
to Dumas’ story, but it
comes between pages and
pages of battle descriptions
and details that are nice to
know but that aren’t neces-
sarily integral to Dumas’
biography. That tended to
slow the story down, which
often made me lose sight of
its importance; specifi-
cally, that this inspirational,
battle-tested historical and
literary figure lived in a
surprisingly enlightened
time and died in relative
obscurity. Reiss tells us
why, but it takes awhile to
get there.

Overall, this isn’t a bad
book. It’s a good peek into
a slice of history, but it’s
slow at times. Beware of
that, and The Black Count
may be just the right es-
cape for you this weekend.
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Put yourself in control of what goes onto your family’s table. By 
using our unique grape seed oils, herbs & spice blends and 
mixes, you can provide for you and your family very healthful

meals that taste great, are, gluten-free and are quick and easy to 
prepare and do not have the hydrogenated fats, preservatives, 
artificial flavors and additives in the packaged food you find in 
the store.

www.joannefinn.mywildtree.com or call 608-963-5241

The Thurgood Marshall Law Association is a group of lawyers 

committed to improving the lives of those in the African-American and 

Latino community.  One of the most important ways that we can 

improve our lives is to exercise our right to vote.  Therefore, to ensure 

that everyone exercises their right to vote on, or before, November 6
th,  

the Thurgood Marshall Law Association would like to provide the 

following helpful information to the community:

1. A felony conviction does not prohibit a person from voting! 

As long as you are registered to vote, you can vote!

2. A state issued identification card is not the only acceptable 

form of identification for voting purposes.  The following 

may also be used as identification:

any other reliable identification which has the voter’s 

name and correct current address to include, but not 

limited to:

a. court summons

b. subpoena

c. parking ticket

d. car registration

e. hunting license

f. report card

g. school transcripts

h. bank statements

i. pay checks/stubs

j. utility bills (including cell phone, cable, internet)

you may not  use any of the following:  

passport/passport card, non-Ohio driver’s license, photo 

identification not issued by the military or Ohio DMV, 

expired ID, utility bill, government document, etc. 

that is more than one year old or fails to show voter’s 

current address.

3. If you have any questions contact the Lucas County Board 

of Elections

4. Vote early! 

MAKE SURE YOUR VOICE IS HEARD!

Kay Elliott is a local
treasure.

All she does for jazz,
not just for the legacy of
Art Tatum, but the art form

Jazz in Downtown Toledo on Wednesday s
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

and its roots in our local
musical  cul ture… she
needs an award or some-
thing.

When the Toledo Art
Tatum Jazz Society has an
event it is always profes-
sional, classy and acces-
sible. I use the term acces-
sible because the world of
jazz music can be just as
off-putting to outsiders as
the world of hip-hop mu-
sic. Jazz is a passionate un-
dertaking that usually ren-
ders its enthusiasts into ac-
cidental clique-ish behav-
ior at times.

You may find yourself
being quizzed to test your

knowledge in some places
and all you wanted to do
was partake in the music.
There are a few more par-
allels between jazz and hip-
hop but the point I’m mak-
ing about Elliott and her
events is… they are the ex-
ception to the rule.

I never feel unwelcome
or as if I have to google my
way into some surface un-
derstanding just to belong.
Sure, there are always jazz
aficionados on hand but
they are more than happy
to teach than uninitiated
rather than scold. The
warm atmosphere follows
Kay and her brand no mat-

ter the venue or occasion
and I’m always glad I at-
tended.

Last Wednesday the par-
ticular occasion was pia-
nist Claude Black’s 80th

birthday celebration.
It was a simple two-hour

after-work affair of jazz
and great food at The Aqua
Lounge, one of downtown
Toledo’s best kept secrets.

But although the vibe
was effortlessly cool with
modern décor and the
Maumee river just outside
the window, the musical
offering was an entirely
different kind of cool. As
the legendary Claude Black
was seated in the audience
with well wishers flanking
him on all sides, stationed
in front of him was the
equally legendary Clifford
Murphy on his trusty up-
right bass.

With Mr. Murphy was a
husband/wife duo with tal-
ent I find hard to de-
scribe… and I’m Kay’s fa-
vorite local columnist!
Matt DeChamplain…that
name just sounds like a
person destined for jazz
greatness doesn’t it? He

and Clifford Murphy were
the only instrumental back-
ing for the evening.

DeChamplain possesses
piano skills that even had
Claude Black hooting and
hollering in enjoyment!
Showcasing his Art Tatum
skill set, he let loose with
some stride piano during
one solo but I watched him
the entire night and his ar-
peggios and chord inflec-
tions were sharp and mas-
terful no matter what the
song or style of jazz.

But just like I told him
when I shook his hand af-
ter the show, it was his wife
who stole the show en-
tirely.

I want to say this not as
a casual jazz fan or a fan of
music, but as someone who
has produced and worked
with female vocalists (al-
beit locally) for a while.

I say this as someone
who has studied enough to
know a little something.

Atla DeChamplain is
one of the most naturally
gifted singers I’ve ever
heard.

Her control is Amel
Larrieux-worthy and her

tone is reminiscent of Lalah
Hathaway (yes, that Lalah
Hathaway).  Moving
through jazz standards like
“Bye Bye Blackbird” and
“Skylark”, Atla’s transcen-
dent vocals had me and oth-
ers seated near me in com-
plete awe.

People were googling
her while she was onstage
just to see if she had more
material they could hear, I
mean … a truly mesmeriz-
ing and emotive voice.

I was so happy I went
and guess what?

YOU CAN ATTEND
THE NEXT EVENT!

Even though the most
recent  one was for
Claude’s  bir thday,
Wednesdays at the Aqua
Lounge beneath Grand
Plaza Hotel are becoming
the place for Jazz down-
town.

To get on the mailing
list to know exact times and
details simply email:

kay@arttatumsociety.com
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Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

2811 Inwood - $89,000
Need a lot of space? Here’s over 2300 
sq. ft/5 bdrms; 2 baths waiting for your 
repairs/cosmetic upgrades to restore it to 
its natural beauty. Possible short sale.

Call Rickie for an appointment (419.494.6972) 

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

R
E
D
U
C
E
D
!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

909 Blum $7,000

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

REDUCED!

$69,900

2428 Lawton
$29,900

2 Full baths, central air, updated kitchen, 
newer cabinets, block windows in 
basement, garage w/carport

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $50,000
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

2409 Lawton - $30,000
Great for a 1st time home buyer or inves-
tor. Large LR/DR with 3 bdrms. Add your 
cosmetic repairs to bring out the natural 
character of this home.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $155,800
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 
baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma 419.297.2301 today for a showing.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1027 W. Woodruff
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bathrooms 

 Kitchen Appliances Central Air 
Basement 2-Car Garage

Down Payment Assistant Available For 
Eligible And More!!

JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Emory 

NO MORE STAIRS!!!
1500 Roosevelt Avenue

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     All Brick, 1 story 3 beds with 
                     1.5 Bath with Hugh Kitchen, 2 car
                                GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

ANAR Accounting Services
Rana Daniels, ATP - Tax Accountant
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Individual Taxes, Corporate Taxes, 

Financial Planning and Administrative Services 
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services, 

Call Now to Set up an appointment 419.727.1501
www.anaracct.com 

FIRST HOME OR INVESTMENT!
1749 MACOMBER - $29,900

Three Bd and One Bath, Living Rm w/Decorative 
Fireplace, Kitchen W/Breakfast Nook, Newer Furnace, Roof 
and Hot Water Tank, Well Maintained, Move-In Condition

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
  A black farmer takes his sons to see a silent horror film showing 

at a new theater Halloween night in 1930, in central Texas. Nearly 

500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a 

vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son, 

Lijah, who consoles himself with his father's assurance that in the 

film, “they just be killing white folks”. Download at 

lulu.com/content/5743710 for only $5.00

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big 
profits from your “small” investment only to find out when 
your package comes you have to invest more money to 
make the “big” profits? Stop the madness! Earn $100 in a 
week using your email or cell phone contacts. It’s easy, 
almost free ($10 investment), no sales experience is 
required and there are no hidden costs. 
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com

SOLD

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive

Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements

Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -    

        www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
     drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610Traci Barner

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location, 

location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one 

floor. Lots of  storage, private garage. One great unit.

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must 

see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built 

for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer.

 Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Good Credit or Bad

Need a Car?

New or Used

Call JP the Stork

He Delivers 

419.320.0863

DEBT RELIEF?

 CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

                  $650.00 plus court costs

              FREE ADVICE

                    ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER

419-249-2703

a debt relief agency per the bky code

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for 

owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks, 

new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of  large living 

areas and lots of  storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access 

for showings.

 
         Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Seaway Asset Management

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May include other incentives if  you purchase now! Unique two-story 

brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500 

sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1
st
 floor LNDY room, large 

bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!
 
         

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Seaway Asset Management

     
    

  
   

        
       

    

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option 

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

BLACK MARKETPLACET
H
E

Pianist Wanted
Church looking for a dedicated,

responsible and dependable
 Gospel Pianist to play for
Sunday morning services.

For more information contact: 419-215-9020

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option 

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

Wanted to Buy:Diabetes Supplies
Earn up to $12 per box of 100 test stripsMust

expire after August 2012. Leave labels on boxes.We
remove and shred.Call 419-740-7162 and leave
message.

General Practice
including

Criminal (Misdemeanor and Felony)
Traffic, DUI, Juvenile and Civil 

Litigation

David A. Baker
Attorney at Law

338 North Erie St.
Suite 100

Toledo, Ohio 43604

Office:  419.241.4100
Cell:  419.508.4004
Fax:  419.244.6335

Email:  davidbaker@dablawyer.com

Carlos Oscar

How to donate to help victims of Superstorm Sandy
Red Cross. Red Cross has opened 190 shelters along

the Eastern Seaboard and has hundreds of disaster work-
ers on standby with emergency supplies. To donate, go to
the Red Cross website, call 1-800-RED-CROSS, or text
the word REDCROSS to 90999 to make a $10 donation.
You can click here to go to the Red Cross diaster relief
page. You may also contribute to your local Red Cross
chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243,
Washington, DC 20013.

Red Cross is also asking that people in unaffected areas
donate blood. The organization shipped supplies to hos-
pitals along the East Coast prior to the storm, but many
blood drives in the region have been cancelled which has
led to a decrease in supply. Visit RedCrossBlood.org or
call 1-800-RED-CROSS to learn more about blood dona-
tion or to schedule a donation appointment in your area.

AmeriCares works with health clinics, food banks and
other agencies in vulnerable areas to help with medical
and emergency supplies. Go online to make a donation to
the AmeriCares Disaster Relief Fund.

Salvation Army told CNN it has hundreds of emer-

gency response vehicles, including mobile canteens and
kitchens, on standby. You can find out more at the
Salvation Army disaster page.

World Vision is preparing for immediate disaster re-
sponse and long-term recovery with a specific focus on
the needs of children. You can support World Vision’s
effort online or text “GIVEUSA” to 777444 to make a $10
contribution to the organization’s disaster response.

International Medical Corps is coordinating with local
agencies in Haiti to provide emergency supplies and
mobile medical units to areas hit hard by Sandy. Go to
International Medical Corps’ website to support their
emergency work in Haiti.

Operation USA is working to provide access to safe
water and support to hospitals and clinics in Cuba. The
organization is also providing emergency assistance in
Jacmel, Haiti. Donate to Operation USA online or by
phone at 1-800-678-7255 or text “AID” to 50555 to
donate $10 to the organization’s disaster relief efforts.

Charity evaluators like Guidestar and Charity Naviga-

tor are good ways to check that the organization you’re
donating to is established, and that your funds will go
where you intend.

Charley Shimanski, senior vice president of Disaster
Services for the Red Cross, told WPTV in Florida today:

    This will be a large, costly relief response and the
Red Cross needs help now. People can help by making a
donation to support American Red Cross Disaster Relief
online, by text or by phone.



Great Location: For Rent
Two bedroom house

3545 Dean - $675 plus deposit
Call 419-708-2340

For Rent
3 Bedroom House

1010 Woodland Ave.
 550 + Deposit.
No section 8.
419-205-4434
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Request for Proposals
Training Services for Public Housing &

Housing Choice Voucher Programs
RFP #12-R022

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA)
will receive proposals for Training Svcs.-Public Hous-
ing & Housing Choice Voucher Programs. Received
in accordance with law until Tues., Oct. 23, 2012,
3PM ET. For Documents: www.lucasmha.org, 419-
259-9446 (TRS:  Dial 711) or 435 Nebraska
Ave.,Toledo, OH 43604. Proposers required to meet
Affirmative Action and Equal Employment Opportu-
nity requirements as described in Executive Order
#11246. Sec. 3 Compliance Applicable.

Preferred Properties, Inc. has
closed the wait list for John H.
McKissick Senior Apartments as
of 12:00 pm on 10/16/2012.

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY13-36, (Project #
5017-12-1724) for Interprofessional Immersive Simu-
lation Center Phase II – Bid Pack 2 Building Enve-
lope for the University of Toledo Health Science
Campus. Sealed bids for this project must be clearly
marked with the project number on all inner and
outer envelopes and/or shipping containers.

Bids must be addressed and delivered to the
University of Toledo, Main Campus, Facilities and
Construction, Plant Operations Room 1100, 2925 E.
Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 before
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 30, 2012 Bids will be
publicly opened that same day at 2:05 p.m. in the
Plant Operations Building, Room 1000. Copies of
Plans, Specifications, and Bid Forms may be ob-
tained from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Rd.,
Toledo, Ohio 43615. Call 419-385-5303 for an ap-
pointment to pick up bid package. A cost of $125.00
will be charged per set. Any further information may
be obtained from Jennifer Fuller of BHDP Architec-
ture, Inc. at 614-486-1960.

One Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Tues-
day, October 23, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in the Health
Education Building, Room 227, at the University of
Toledo, Health Science Campus, 3000 Arlington
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43614.   Total Bid Guaranty
and Contract Bond are required per section 153.54
of the Ohio Revised Code. EDGE Participation Goal:
10%. Project Estimate: $8,982,627.00; Breakdown:
General Const: $8,982,627.00.

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE

    Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 2 Bed-
room Apartments

Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and
Older. Rent Based on Income. Heat, Appliances,
Drapes, Carpeting Included.  Call (419) 729-7118
for details.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTU-
NITY/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYER

Stationary Steam Engineer/Journey-
man/Building Operator – Job 11206
This position performs skilled HVAC/R, heating,

ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration, plumb-
ing, electrical, painting, grounds keeping and main-
tenance repair of assigned buildings. Also operates
boilers and automation system, and performs pre-
ventive maintenance on all building systems and
components.  Requirements include a Stationary
Steam Engineers license with twelve (12) months
training and/or experience in HVAC/R, electrical,
plumbing under supervision of journeyman trade
worker or equivalent, OR four year journeyman
certification from a USDOL/Ohio Apprenticeship
Council registered apprenticeship program.  Electri-
cal, plumbing, HVAC/R, or related trade journeyman
preferred.   Maintains valid driver’s license and must
be insurable under UT’s driving policies.

For a complete listing of our openings and quali-
fications, or to apply, please proceed to our website
at https://jobs.utoledo.edu.

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY13-38, (Project #
5008-13-1751) for HSC Steam Plant Boiler No. 6 for
the University of Toledo Health Science Campus.
Sealed bids for this project must be clearly marked
with the project number on all inner and outer enve-
lopes and/or shipping containers.  Bids must be
addressed and delivered to the University of Toledo,
Main Campus, Facilities and Construction, Plant
Operations Room 1100, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, MS
216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 before 2:00 p.m., Tuesday,
November 13, 2012 Bids will be publicly opened that
same day at 2:05 p.m. in the Plant Operations
Building, Room 1000. Copies of Plans, Specifica-
tions, and Bid Forms may be obtained from Becker
Impressions, 4646 Angola Rd., Toledo, Ohio 43615.
Call 419-385-5303 for an appointment to pick up bid
package. A cost of $80.00 will be charged per set.
Any further information may be obtained from Bob
Taeuber of Fosdick & Hilmer, Inc. at 513-241-5640.
One Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Tuesday,
November 6, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Health Education
Building Room 227, at the University of Toledo,
Health Science Campus, 3000 Arlington Avenue,
Toledo, Ohio 43614.   Total Bid Guaranty and
Contract Bond are required per section 153.54 of the
Ohio Revised Code. EDGE Participation Goal: 10%.
Project Estimate: $250,000.00; Breakdown: HVAC:
$195,000.00; & Electrical: $55,000.00.

CHIEF BUYER
The City of Toledo has a current opening for a

Chief Buyer to perform difficult and complex techni-
cal work to procure goods and service in accordance
with established policies and procedures in compli-
ance with Federal, State, and Local guidelines. The
position involves creating reports from SAP data
bases; reviews, evaluates and monitors depart-
ments’ SAP purchasing activities; assisting man-
agement with planning and organizing purchasing
functions. Prepares, sends, and receives bids and
quotations from vendors; conducts public bid open-
ings. The Chief Buyer supervises the City’s print
shop, mailroom, buyers, and clerical support staff.
The current salary range is $42,000 to $50,000.

Candidates must have an Associate’s Degree
from an accredited college/university in Business
Management Technology or a closely related field,
four years of experience in the acquisition of mate-
rials, supplies, equipment and services, and three
years of SAP/ERP experience. Experience in busi-
ness administration, accounting, or supply chain
management preferred. Experience in the acquisi-
tion of Architect/Engineering and Construction Ser-
vices is highly desirable.

An application may be obtained at the Depart-
ment of Human Resources, One Government Cen-
ter, Suite 1920, Toledo, OH 43604 or on the City’s
webpage at http://www.ci.toledo.oh.us/Departments/
HumanResources/EmploymentOpportunities/

The City of Toledo is an Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer

DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSOR/CLINICAL
THERAPIST

Contingent Staff

Opportunity for an experienced Diagnostic As-
sessor/Clinical Therapist to complete diagnostic as-
sessments on an as needed basis.  May provide
group and individual therapy to adults and children if
need exists.

Qualified candidates must have strong clinical
skills including the ability to make clinical decisions,
knowledge of thera¬peutic principles and practices,
thorough knowledge of DSM-IV-TR and strong group
process skills.  Masters degree and Ohio licensure
as an LPCC or LISW required.

Send resume with salary requirements or apply
to:

Human Resources - DA
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

REGISTERED NURSE

Full-time opportunity available for experienced
nurse to perform duties such as health assess-
ments, medication education and direct service to
clients in clinic and in the community.  Work sched-
ule for this position varies, may include evening
hours and may require travel to various sites.

Qualified candidates must possess RN license.
Psychiatric nursing experience required, minimum
of three years nursing experience preferred.

Send resume with salary requirements or apply
to:

Human Resources - RN
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

Automotive Repair Technician
The City of Toledo is seeking qualified candi-

dates for the position of Automotive Repair Techni-
cian for the Hoffman Road Landfill.  The minimum
requirements for this position are:  High school
graduation or equivalent and 4 years of responsible
experience in the mechanical repair of vehicular
equipment.  Experience with diesel repair and ASE
Certification are desirable.  An Associate’s Degree
in Automotive or Diesel Technology may substitute
for 2 years of experience.  Must be able to obtain a
valid State of Ohio Class B CDL within the probation-
ary period.   All applications for this position must be
received no later than Friday, November 16, 2012.
To obtain an application, you may go online at
w w w . t o l e d o . o h . g o v / D e p a r t m e n t s /
HumanResources/EmploymentOpportunities or pick
up an application in person at the Department of
Human Resources, One Government Center, Suite
1920, Toledo, OH.  The City of Toledo is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.  Minorities, females and indi-
viduals with disabilities are encouraged to apply.
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Second Baptist Church Encouraging Women of
Excellence
By Artisha Lawson
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

The women of Second
Baptist Church celebrated
their annual Women’s Day
service on Sunday, October
27. Women were decorated
in elegant hats, chic suits and
dresses, accessorized in or-
ange and white to rejoice and
fellowship during the morn-
ing and afternoon services.

Second Baptist, also
known, as the church of a
second chance, welcomed
Mother Emma Brown of Sec-
ond Baptist and Vera Sand-
ers of Ebenezer Baptist
Church as service speakers.

The theme “Women of
Excellence,” drawn from the
biblical book of Philippians,
first chapter and 10th verse,
which states: “That you may
approve things that are ex-
cellent; that you may be sin-
cere and without offense un-
til the day of Christ.”

The Women’s Ministry is
a group of dedicated volun-
teers who work collectively
to finalize the theme. “We
usually select a theme for
women’s day, and pray about
it. We let the Lord lead us in

the direction he would have
us to go, and check with our
pastor,” said Lorraine
Bartely, program co-chair-
man.

The morning service
opened with a spirit-filled
devotion led by Ella Pickett
of St. Mark Baptist Church,
Jackie Mullen and Lara
Webb of New Hope Baptist
Church, Ann Walker of Cal-
vary Baptist Church, and
Pearlie Wiggins of Love Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

Immediately following the
warm welcome delivered by
Ella Betts, Michelle Tarrant
facilitated the responsive
reading from the Book of
Psalms. In between the morn-
ing and afternoon service,
guests, members of Second
Baptist Church and commu-
nity residents continued to
fellowship while they dined
on home cooked food pre-
pared by church members.

The afternoon service,
continued in the spirit of the
morning service with
Lorraine Bartley, Varetta
Glover, Trina Sample and

Lutrel Stokes, members of
Second Baptist Church lead-
ing the afternoon devotion.
Both services received musi-
cal selections by the
Women’s Day Choir, while
the afternoon service in-
cluded soloist Mattie Taylor
of First Baptist Church and
Lisa Sumrow of Ebenezer
Baptist Church.

Co-chairman Bartely
wanted those in attendance

to leave inspired by the theme
and service. “It’s possible to
walk in excellence, if you
allow yourself to follow God.
His expectation is excellence,
it’s about walking towards
that, it’s pleasing to his site.”

Women’s Day committee
officers and  members:
Patricia Clayton, chairman;
Debra Jones and Lorraine
Bartley, co-chairmen; Regina
Tilman and Giselle Young,

finance; Tiara Clayton,
Whitney Hunter and Teal
Jackson, flowers.

The congregation is un-
der the leadership of Pastor
J.L. Boose and currently
holds services every Sunday
at 330 Oak Terrance Blvd in
Spencer Township. In the
coming months the congre-
gation will focus on an out-
reach ministry for residents
of Spencer Township and

surrounding communities.
“Second Baptist Church,

we welcome anyone to come
and visit. We’re a growing
church, God has truly blessed
us. This Women’s Ministry
is just one of our ministries.
We focus on outreach and
changing people’s lives. I
thank God for the women of
God that God himself have
blessed this church with,”
explained Pastor Boose.

20Deborah Jones. Patricia Clay. Pastor Boose. First Lady Deborah
Boose. Mother Emma Brown. Vera Sanders. Regina Tilman.



Our Community . . . Our Legacy
By Carla Yvette
Society Editor

As humans, we are all born
with a sense of “purpose.”
Whether we vocalize it or
not, we want our life to make
a difference. We want our
time on the earth to count for
something and at some point
or another, we find ourselves
asking the questions: Does
what I do matter? What dif-
ference will I make in the
world?

These queries, coupled
with our natural desire for
attention and positive affir-
mation, cause us to pursue
our dreams, strive to achieve
our goals, and work hard to
become “somebody.”

It is in the striving and the
pursuing that the lines be-
tween building a reputation
and building a legacy some-
times become blurred. A
reputation is what people say
about you. A legacy is what
people know about you.

A reputation desires the
lime light and sometimes
causes us to compromise our
principles and standards and
even sell our souls to protect.
A legacy results from the
contentment with doing the
hard work that sometimes
goes unnoticed, relies on
principles and integrity and
requires us to give of our

souls to build.
Building our reputation

brings us instant gratification
albeit via twitter followings
or Facebook likes, but can
also be ruined in an instant.
Building a legacy, however,
takes time and sacrifice and
may not be recognized until
long after we’re gone, but
bears fruit from generation
to generation.

The word legacy is de-
fined as something that is
handed down from an ances-
tor or the past. It consists of
our lasting contribution to our
community, society and even
the world. It is something that

is acknowledged in our cur-
rent life time or remembered
after. If we are living and
breathing, we have the abil-
ity to start building our legacy
today, in whatever capacity
we choose.

Parents– A family legacy
is passed down from genera-
tion to generation, positive
or negative. Are you model-
ing behavior and instilling
values that you will want to
carry on from generation to
generation?

Artists - Your works of
art, music, dance or poetry,
whatever the form, has the
ability to impact the world
for decades to come. What
type of impact do you want to
make?

Entrepreneurs, Teach-
ers, Pastors – You have the
ability to empower others and
inspire growth. Who are you
equipping and empowering
to ensure the work of your
vision and knowledge con-
tinues?

Civic Leaders and Ac-
tivist – You stand and fight
for your beliefs and princi-
pals and sacrifice greatly for
your cause.What do you want
to be remembered for?

As a community, we must
remember that because of
what our ancestors did for us,
we are better off today.
Legacy matters. What will
your legacy be when you’re
gone?

AKA’s Fall Into Fabulous Dinner

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  held its second annual Fall into Fabulous
Dinner and Dance on September 29 at the Brandy Wine Country Club. Many were in
attendance to help support the efforts of the Sorority.

According to Fundraiser Chairman Lisa E. Dubose, the event is held to raise money
for community service projects and scholarships.

“This is our way of being able to give back to the community. Since receiving our
charter in 1952, we have been able to give over $200,000 to our community and so we
appreciate the support of our guests who allow us to continue our efforts,” said Dubose.

 DJ Roc kept the party live and the people dancing. Entertainment was also provided
by the blues man himself, Bobby G.




