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Community Calendar
November 22
Happy Thanksgiving!!!
Pilgrim Church Annual Thanksgiving Dinner: 11 am to 2 pm:

419-478-6012
Warren AME Church FREE Thanksgiving Dinner: 3 to 6 pm:

November 25
First MBC Women in Red Service: 4 pm; Guest Shirley

Lyons of Greater St. Mary MBC
Bethesda Christian Center Cathedral Men’s Day: 11 am:

419-944-0984
Ebenezer MBC Appreciation Services: For Pastor Jimmie L.

Jordan and First Lady Rose Jordan; 4 pm; Guest speaker W.L.
Perryman of Jerusalem MBC

Bethesda Christian Center Cathedral Men’s Day: 11 am;
Speaker Min. James Ruttlen: 419-944-0984

November 27
Self Improvement Workshop Series: “Gang Violence and its

American Roots;” 6 to 8 pm; Kent Branch Library; Presenters
Ben Hester, Jr, Waymon Farmer, Washington Muhammad:
419-322-5107 or 419-283-1017 or 419-973-0248

November 30
St. Paul MBC Faith Friday: 7 pm; Guest speaker Minister

Aaron Murray of Inadiana Ave MBC

December 1
A Journey Through Tears Healing for the Holidays: Noon to

2:30 pm; Mt. Pilgrim Church; Email names of loved ones to be
read by November 28 to beatricedan@msn.com: 419-531-
1336

World AIDS Day Enlightenment: Sponsored by Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc; 7-9:30 pm; PNC Bank Auditorium; Guest
speaker Justin Wooley; To incease awareness and demysify the
negative stigma surrounding HIV/AIDS

December 2
Ebenezer MBC Appreciation Service: For Pastor Jimmie J.

Jordan and First Lady Rosie Jordan; 3 pm

December 4
First Presbyterian Church of Maumee “Grief Share: Surviv-

ing the Holidays:” 6 to 8:30 pm; Practical suggestions and
reassurance through video interviews with counselors: 419-
893-0223

December 9
Bethesda Christian Center Cathedral Women’s Day: 11 am:

419-944-0984
St. Stephens COGIC “Jubilee of Praise: 4 pm

I don’t know the key to
success, but the key to failure
is trying to please everybody.
- Bill Cosby

In my youthful years I
might have spit in their faces
or worse, and possibly ended
up “catching a case.” The
emotional fire is still there,
but wisdom accumulated
over the years has channeled
the way that I now respond to
hostility.

I saw the racist anti-
Obama signs but I couldn’t
quite understand what the
protesters outside the Point
Place post office were saying
or why their words were be-
ing directed at me.

An inner voice com-
manded, “Confront!” An-
other from within counseled,
“You’re being baited.” I de-
cided to just get back into the
car and accept the fact that
the euphoria from last
Tuesday’s victory had vio-
lently collided with post-elec-
tion reality. It was time for
me to move on.

It is also time for Presi-
dent Barack Obama to get
moving on his legislative
agenda if he is to leave the
type of legacy upon his presi-
dency that he has publicly
stated he desires.

Despite a large margin of
victory in both the popular
vote and Electoral College,
the president faces the re-
election reality of continued
hostility and opposition from
a handful of grandstanders

The Way Forward
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

and a still-divided Congress.
With immigration and

other notable campaign is-
sues likely to remain on the
“undercard,” it is clear that
the main event on the
president’s second term fight
card is the fiscal cliff, a po-
litical “game of chicken” in-
volving a collection of con-
current tax increases and dra-
conian budget cuts that auto-
matically take place January
1, 2013 unless there is ac-
tion.

Winning a legislative
agreement however, will be
a formidable challenge.

In the red corner, is “aus-
terity,” championed by con-
servatives who favor balanc-
ing the budget via massive
spending cuts.

In the blue corner is “fair-
ness-growth” - those
progressives who support tax
breaks for 98 percent of tax
payers but prefer that the
nation’s wealthiest two per-
cent revert back to the higher
tax rates in effect during the
Bill Clinton administration.

How should the president
move forward?

If Obama merely looks at
the facts, he will receive the
self-validation needed to act
wisely and decisively.

The Reality?
1)  What’s Good is

Bad:
Losing strategies are of-

ten presented in what appears
to be a winning position (a/k/
a reverse rope-a-dope strat-
egy). The deficit problem can
be solved by doing nothing
and allowing the nation to go
over the fiscal cliff - but it
won’t be solved in a good
way.

The sudden vacuuming of
$600 billion out of the
economy is sure to create
another deep recession the
first half of 2013 since people
will then have less money to
spend. Businesses will thus
need fewer employees and
reduce their labor force, leav-

ing people with less money
to spend and hurting again at
a time when our fragile
economy is just recovering.

2) “Pouring Syrup Over a
Shoe Don’t Make It a Pan-
cake:”

The “raising taxes will kill
jobs” mantra is a myth no
matter how many times it is
repeated or how loudly it is
shouted. Tax increases on the
wealthy are a much more ef-
fective budget reduction
strategy than spending cuts.
Also, tax increases don’t
harm the economy nearly as
much, according to respected
economists.

The truth is: the 2003 Bush
tax cuts promised economic
growth which never materi-
alized. On the other hand, the
nation gained 22 million jobs
and had much more growth
during the Clinton adminis-
tration when the top tax rate
for the wealthiest individu-
als was much higher.

The truth is: under George
W. Bush, the U.S. had the
smallest job growth since the
end of World War II. Also,
there were more new jobs
created under President
Obama in four years than
under Bush’s eight years in
office.

3) Renewed Strength
Comes From Within:

If the nation’s health is to
be restored we must invest in
education, infrastructure, and
innovation in order to com-
pete globally with China and
others. We must also invest
in the potential of discon-
nected youth and those who
have been shut out of the
school and workforce sys-
tems by providing jobs that
will not only help them to
support a family, but also to
become engaged citizens.

Is compromise an option?
Balancing the budget pro-

vides long-term fiscal stabil-
ity to the nation, but the bud-
get must be balanced in a
way that not only eliminates

waste and inefficiencies in
spending, but also simulta-
neously grows the economy,
reduces poverty and invests
in the middle class and those
most vulnerable.

Asking middle/working
class persons, seniors, chil-

dren or the most vulnerable
to pick up the tab for the
wealthiest two percent is
senseless. Instead, everyone
must pay their fair share.

Although President
Barack Obama will not be
able to please everyone, he

can remain steadfast in his
fight to go forward. For, “the
proof is in the pudding.”

Contact Rev. Donald
Perryman, D.Min, at

drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org
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“You’re not in this alone.”

Visit hospicenwo.org
419-661-4001 (Ohio) • 734-568-6801 (Michigan)

Answers for Living the Last Months of Life

© 2012 Hospice of Northwest Ohio
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WE HELP control pain.

WE calm FEARS.

WE BRING relief AND comfort.

HOW CAN WE help you? 

“We are experts in managing symptoms and pain as patients  

get closer to the end of life. It’s very important to call as soon  

as possible so we can help you with the disease process you are  

facing. We will support you at every turn so you know you’re  

not alone.“

 – Dr. Vicki Bertka, Hospice of Northwest Ohio physician

We are the area’s largest and most experienced provider of hospice 

care, a nonprofit organization solely dedicated to providing the best 

possible end-of-life experience for our patients and their families. 

Ask for us by name. The sooner you do, the more we can help.

An Ever-Changing America
Re-Elects President
Barack Obama

Now that Florida has awarded its 29 electoral votes to Barack Obama, his total  is 332,
and Mitt Romney’s total remains 206, I want to share my feelings about what happened
and what is happening to a changing America.  Although 55 percent of the whites, mostly
white men and old white women voted for Mr. Romney, 93 percent of the blacks, 71
percent of the Hispanics and Asians, and 55 percent of the younger white women voted
to re-elect the president.

As I watched reluctantly, I must add, the Republican National Convention, I saw more
black and brown faces on the stage than I saw in the audience. But when I saw the
Democratic Convention, I saw the face of an ever changing America: black, brown, white,
yellow and red, all ready and eager to re-elect the son of a black man from Kenya and a
white woman from Kansas, as their president.

In spite of the trickery, the lies, the deceptions, and the hate, the race wasn’t even close.
They said he wasn’t born here, he didn’t know what it meant to be an American, he went
to Harvard because of affirmative action, indicating he really wasn’t as smart as we
thought and he was stupid, etc. Remembering the attack dogs in Birmingham, the billy
clubs in Selma, the night rides of the Ku Klux Klan, the lynchings, the poll taxes and
everything that was designed to discourage us, we went to the polls in record numbers,
determined to let nothing stop us from returning Barack Obama to office.

Unfortunately for the Republicans, the tea party is over, and whites will never again
elect a president until they decide to get on the right side of history. The days of white
supremacy are gone forever, and those who think they’re going to “get their country back”
are whistling Dixie.

When a white man saw my Barack Obama button, he asked me if I were voting for
Barack Obama because he was black, I simply answered, ‘Yes,” paused, then asked, ‘Is
that why you’re not voting for him?”

At 74, I don’t know whether I will be around in 2017
when his presidency ends, but if God takes me at the age that
he took my father, I will be able to say to him in heaven, I
saw what I thought I would never see. I saw the son of a
black man from Kenya and white woman from Kansas, with
an African name which means “bless” become president of
the United States and leader of the free world.

And we sang, “God Barack America.”

Floyd Rose
Valdosta, GA

You Wanna Leave? Then Leave!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

The dank political air is
rife with the acrid smell of
secessionist talk.

The latest cool thing to do
is to sign a petition demand-
ing that certain states be al-
lowed to secede from the
union and to form their own
“New” Republic.

If you have one good eye
and two working brain cells,
you would know that this
ginned up talk of walking out
of the Union is a direct and
proximate cause due to the
re-election of President
Obama.

Nothing else. Don’t kid
yourself and believe other-
wise. As the regional news
correspondent for the All
Negro News Network (aka:
ANNN), I was assigned the
unenviable task of seeking
out the national unofficial
spokesperson for this rabid
group.

After what seemed like
dialing 50 phone numbers, I
was able to reach

Mark Caprese out of Ox-
ford, Mississippi. Mark was
one of the founders of

New Republic Now! and
agreed to do an interview:

ANNN: Mark, what is the
genesis for your organization
and when was it formed?

Mark: After the election
of that socialist, President
Barack Hussein Obama,
about 75 men got together at
the Shoe Horn Tavern in
Biloxi, Mississippi and won-
dered what could be done to
save the nation from a take-
over by the socialists. Most
of us had never even orga-
nized so much as a baseball
team but we realized what
was at stake and it was left to
us to step up and do some-
thing or our cherished free-
doms would be lost and our
kids enslaved.

ANNN: Why secession?
Why not simply work in the
present system to present
your grievances?

Mark: We don’t have the
time. President Barack
Hussein Obama is about
ready to have the U.N. place
troops in our major cities and
to declare martial law.

We are calling men to
arms and to organize to make
sure that our liberties are not
taken away including our
rights to have our guns.

ANNN: Where did such
talk come from? What proofs
do you have of such things
happenings? Those are some
serious charges!

Mark: Rush Limbaugh
and Glenn Beck are keeping
us well informed. We

trust their sources and we
are ready to move when
called upon. We will be the
new patriots of this coming
decade. Fox News gives us a
daily running tally of what’s
what and we can clearly see
that we are getting closer to a
second revolution.

ANNN: Mark, although
you claim that this secession
movement goes back

About 80-100 years, it
seems that it gained a lot of
steam since a black man be-
came president of the US.
Why is that?

Mark (long pause, face
twitching):  President Bar-
rack Hussein Obama is

a socialist and he is giving
away America’s freedoms
and gifts to minorities who
voted for him. He literally
bought this election!

ANNN: Why do you char-
acterize VA benefits and
Medicare and Social Secu-
rity

and college aid and envi-
ronmental regulations and
monies the federal govern-
ment returns to the states as
gifts?

Mark:  When you make
people dependent on these
handouts they lose all respect
for working and they lay
around just waiting for the
mailman to bring them their
next fix!

ANNN: That is odd!
When I did a Google back-
ground check on you and your
family, I noticed several
things. Your great grandfa-

ther and grandfather both
went to land grant colleges
with tuition deferred because
they were below the income
level needed to pay for their
own schooling.

     Your two uncles went
to FEDVEST which trained
them to become tool and die
makers during WWII and
which allowed them to enter
the middle class.

An aunt, Gracie, got so-
cial security death benefits
when her husband died and
she took you into her home
for several years while your
father was not working since
he was using the GI Bill to
get a degree in civil engi-
neering.

Your sister, Inga, got free
hospice care and medical
coverage when he developed
an asbestos-related lung dis-
ease while working in a de-
fense contracted plant mak-
ing bombs for the Vietnam
War…so what is this talk
about gifts?

Mark: How dare you
snoop around my family!
Who do you think you are?

My family earned those
rights?

ANNN: Based upon
what? White skin privileges
that you are now fighting
against Latinos and Hispan-
ics and Blacks for receiving
the same benefits?

So, Mark, who is doing
the taking here?

Mark (eyes flaring and
beginning to ball his fists):
This country is going back-
wards. Everywhere you turn,
all you see is minorities tak-
ing over

everything. The white man
has got nowhere to go. We
need to secede from the
Union if we are ever going to
keep our families from being

wiped out!
ANNN: Mark. No one is

threatening you or your fam-
ily. You simply need to

relax and understand that
America is changing a little
bit faster than you can keep
up with and you are scared.

No need to be. No one is
going to attack you or put
you in bondage. You need to
stay away from Fox News for
a few months and get your
bearings as to what is hap-
pening in the real world in-
stead of their fabricated world

of opinions being used as
facts.

Mark: (somewhat
hyperventilating): Mitt Rom-
ney was right.  The 47
percenters want to take…take
and take and we will not take

(Continued on Page 5)
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Now for the tough part.

The campaign was easy – at least compared to what the
Obama administration will have to face in its second term.
During any president’s first term, he is constantly cam-
paigning for a second. During the second, we might assume,
the pressure is off and a president can focus solely on
governing – to the benefit of all.

Unfortunately recent history demonstrates the fallacy of
this assumption. Something almost always goes wrong
during that second term.

The domestic success of the Kennedy/Johnson first term
was limited by the failure of Vietnam which dominated the
second. Nixon’s foreign policy successes in his first were
forever marred by Watergate. Reagan’s first-term eco-
nomic revival was overshadowed in the second by the Iran-
Contra affair. The economic prosperity during Clinton’s
tenure could not hold a headline during the second-term
Monica Lewinski scandal. Bush 43’s second term was just
a complete disaster – economic collapse, the wrong war,
political gridlock.

President Obama has never had it easy, let’s be clear
about that. He entered office inheriting two wars and the
worst economy in 70 years. As he enters term two, one war
is over, one apparently ending and the economy is recover-
ing … slowly.

But the signs on the horizon for either continued prosper-
ity or peace abroad are shaky at best. Obama will have to
weave considerable magic to continue the economic recov-
ery, to extricate the U.S. from Afghanistan, to prevent
various areas of the Middle East from just blowing up, to
pass important pieces of legislation that his supporters are
seeking.

He will also have to do all of this within the confines of

This Strikes Us …
A Sojourner’s Truth Editorial

one of the most contentious atmospheres that has ever
existed in Congress.

First, he has to deal with the fiscal cliff – raising taxes,
as he has promised on the wealthy and the uber-wealthy –
and avoiding the drastic spending cuts that will slow down
economic recovery.

Then he has to deal with the issue of immigration,
although chastened Republicans may prove to be receptive
to such an outreach in a manner unthinkable just a few
months ago.

He has to prevent Iran from increasing their nuclear
capability and prevent Israel from attacking Iran during the
interim.

Having said that, there is an opportunity for Obama to
create one of the most enduring presidential legacies of all
time. When he leaves office in 2017, it is possible, indeed
likely, that for years afterwards he will be remembered for
three signature achievements.

First, ObamaCare is now certain to be part of the Ameri-
can landscape after the shakiest of starts. It barely passed
both houses of Congress without any Republican support
whatsoever. Then it squeaked by the Supreme Court by the
narrowest of margins after Chief Justice John Roberts
abruptly changed his mind at the 11th hour. The Affordable
Care Act will forever be called ObamaCare, a name used by
detractors as a means of derision initially, but now more
widely adopted by supporters due to the fact that the Act
will endure.

Presidents since Franklin Roosevelt had tried to pass a
comprehensive health care bill to no avail. The one who got
the closest was Nixon, but that dreaded Watergate got in the
way.

The second opportunity Obama has to make a huge
historical impact is in the area of immigration reform. It is
estimated that 12 million persons in this country are here
illegally. The fact is that there is no way there will be any
sort of real effort to rid the nation of so many productive
residents. It is not a situation can go on much longer and
Obama appears to have an open invitation from Republi-
cans to reach an accord.

Finally, and we’re just talking big ticket items here by the
way, there is an opportunity for Obama to place an enduring
stamp on the Supreme Court. Four justices are in their 70’s.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the oldest at 79, and a member of the
liberal wing, has said she wants to serve for another three
years. It is logical that Stephen Breyer, another liberal and
74, will want to step down before Obama’s term ends to
ensure the appointment of a liberal.

Conservative Anthony Kennedy, a swing vote on matters
not involving individual liberties, is 76 and may not want to
stay for more than four years. Antonin Scalia, who gives
textualism its name and has long been the intellectual giant
of the conservative wing, is 76. The guess here is that in no
way would he willingly step down and allow Obama to
appoint a liberal but, at 76, anything can happen.

In other words, having already appointed Elena Kagan
and Sonia Sotomayer, Obama may well have the opportu-
nity to complete his term after naming six justices to the
Supreme Court, keeping it fairly liberal for many years to
come.

Whatever other difficulties Obama encounters in these
next four years, whatever scandals occur, whatever natural
disasters appear, whatever political roadblocks stand in his
way, Obama is virtually assured of a special place in
presidential history due to these three opportunities – one
already in the books.
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it anymore. When we break away, we will vote Romney as our first president. He will put
things right as they were before. You’ll see!

ANNN: Do you really think that the citizens and the federal government is going to
allow any state to leave from the union because some people are mad that

a black man won re-election; and they were fed a steady diet of lies and half truths from
right-wing political fringe groups?

Mark: (starting to get up to leave): This is not over yet! We will win this fight to form
our own united states and when it is done, we have policies in place so that what just
happened in this country will never happen in our new union!

ANNN: Well, there you have it, folks. A new national group is being formed to
get the heck out of Dodge. It makes you wonder. Where was all of this angst and rage

when The Bushes ran the White House? I wonder if Donald Trump
is making plans to finance and lead this brouhaha?

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@Juno.com

Leave!
(Continued from Page 3)

O, The Oprah Winfrey Magazine, and Crocs, Inc., Help
Local Non-Profit, Family Outreach Community United
Services (FOCUS), Spearhead On-line Fundraiser
Local resident wins a national contest that she hopes will raise awareness about one of
her favorite charities and help raise $10,000 during the “There’s No Place Like Home”
Croc-a-Thon Week.
Special to The Truth

Croc, Inc., in conjunc-
tion with O, The Oprah
Winfrey Magazine,
launched the “100 Women,
100 Shoes Challenge” this
past June.  This national
philanthropic initiative en-
courages women to give
back to their communities.

Catherine Robinson, a
local resident and supporter
of FOCUS, took a leap of
faith, submitted her entry
idea, and won! “It was a
chance worth taking.  FO-
CUS is an amazing agency
that literally transforms
lives” says Robinson. Each
of the winners was awarded
100 pairs of Crocs to be
used to raise money for their
favorite community non-
profit.

The “There’s No Place
Like Home” Croc-A-Thon
kicked off on Friday, No-
vember 16, 2012 between
11:00 am and noon at the
Black Kite Coffee & Pies,
located at 2489

Collingwood, Toledo, Ohio.
This event preceded a week-
long, on-line fundraiser, to
satisfy the requirements of
the contest. The kickoff event
was limited to 25 participants,

each required to make a do-
nation of at least $50.00.

Guests donned their Crocs
and enjoyed KK Confections
and light refreshments dur-
ing the hour-long “pre-lunch”

event. Those in attendance
will be featured in photo-
graphs documenting the
event on a special website
sponsored by Crocs Inc. and
O, The Oprah Winfrey Maga-
zine.

“I am so excited about
engaging our community to
make this fundraiser a huge
success, and I believe we
have the ability to reach our
goal of $10,000.00 for FO-
CUS” said Robinson, event
organizer. “We are so ex-
cited to have this opportu-
nity and to know that FO-
CUS is appreciated in such a

way.”
“So much of what we ac-

complish as an agency is at-
tributable directly to the sup-
port of our loyal donors and
sponsors” said Kyle Grefe,
FOCUS’ executive director.
Anyone wanting to give dur-
ing this campaign can visit
the website at
www.focustoledo.org, or call
(419) 244-2175. For a mini-
mum donation of $50.00, and
while supplies last, the donor
can select a pair of crocs from
our inventory and pick them
up at FOCUS.

Founded in the traditions
of faith and service, FOCUS
is a community-based agency
called to embrace people in
need, bring voice to the voice-
less, and restore hope and
dignity to the forgotten. FO-
CUS fosters the skills that
enable people to gain control
of their lives and their fu-
tures by providing the neces-
sary steps to emerge from
homelessness and poverty,
and gain economic and so-
cial stability. This year, FO-
CUS celebrates 30 years of
providing services to the
homeless in our community.

Catherine Robinson
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Notre Dame Academy Has Two Semifinalists in 2013
National Achievement Scholarship Program
Special to The Truth

Notre Dame Academy
(NDA) seniors, Faith
Mitchell and Camille
Sturdivant, were two of the
only four Toledo area Semi-
finalists in the 2013 National
Achievement Scholarship
Program.  Only approxi-
mately 1,600 black Ameri-
can high school seniors
achieve this honor and are in
competition for approxi-
mately 800 Achievement
Scholarship awards worth
more than $2.5 million that
will be offered next spring.

More than 160,000 high
school juniors from all parts
of the United States requested
consideration in the 2013
National Achievement
Scholarship Program when

they took the 2011 Prelimi-
nary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.
Semifinalists are designated
within geographic regions
and are the highest-scoring
program entrants in the states
that make up each region.

 Mitchell is an honor stu-
dent and an Advanced Place-
ment (AP) Scholar with
Honor.  She has taken or is
taking AP Chemistry, AP
Spanish, AP U.S. History, AP
Psychology, AP English, and
AP Government.  She re-
ceived the George Eastman
Youth Leaders Award from
the University of Rochester
in recognition of outstanding
academic achievement and
leadership.  She is in the Na-

tional Society of High School
Scholars.

A member of the varsity
basketball team and was in-
strumental in helping the team
become Division 1 District
and Regional Tournament
Champs and in the State Fi-
nal Four.  She earned the JV
Basketball Coaches Award
and was team captain when
she was on junior varsity bas-
ketball.  She also was in track
her freshman year.

A tap dancer, she has per-
formed in NDA musical pro-
ductions of HAIRSPRAY
and SEUSSICAL THE MU-
SICAL.  She was on speech
team, Pastoral Core Team,
the Gospel Choir, African
American Club, and a peer

tutor.  She was a Debutant in
Waiting for the Cotillion.

She is active in her church
Friendship Baptist Church as
part of the Word Up Drama
Ministry Team, Children and
Youth Ministry, Change Min-
istry, Youth Choir, and Step
Team.  She has also been a
hospital ambassador for the
University of Toledo Medi-
cal Center.  She also started
FHL (faith, hope, love) tu-
toring, LLC where she helps
several young people in the
community strengthen math
and reading skills.  She has
also served meals at Spar-
rows Nest and Martin Luther
King Soup Kitchen and has
helped tutor at Kids Unlim-
ited.

She plans to be a doctor
and has shadowed Dr. Amira
Gohara and already partici-
pated in several autopsies and
small group pathology ses-
sions with medical students.

She is applying to Duke
University, North Carolina
University, Harvard Univer-
sity, and the University of
Michigan.  She is the daugh-
ter of Richard Mitchell and
Dr. Hope Mitchell.

Sturdivant is an honor stu-
dent and is in the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Pro-
gram working on subject area
certificate in English.  She is
also an AP Scholar and has
taken AP Spanish, AP U.S.
History, and AP Chemistry.
She is also taking Honors
Molecular Genetics.

She is a member of Art
Club, Photo Club, and Afri-

can American Club.  She has
also been involved with the
Pastoral Core Team and
NDA Student Government as
a Homeroom Rep.  She is
part of the University of To-
ledo STARZ Program and
Toledo EXCEL.  She was
one of 120 students selected
from across the country to
participate in the Notre Dame
University Leadership Semi-
nar Program 2012.

A talented artist who en-
joys pastels and photogra-
phy, she had her oil/pastel
“Food for Thought” dis-
played in the Wolfe Gallery
Art Exhibit and received
Honorable Mention in the Art
in TARTA Program for her
work “Surely.”

She was on the Eagle track
and field team her freshman
and sophomore years.  She is
active in her church
Bethlehem Baptist Church
and has participated in their
Youth for Christ Group.

An active volunteer she

has been a summer counse-
lor for Adventure Camp for
Monroe United Methodist
Church and an academic as-
sistant at Kids Zone at
Bethlehem United Method-
ist Church.  She helped at the
Sanger Branch Library Sum-
mer Reading Program for
three years and was a volun-
teer at the Jobst Vascular In-
stitute at Toledo Hospital.

She is interested in bio-
medical engineering or pre-
med and would like to pursue
medical research.  She is ap-
plying to Notre Dame Uni-
versity, The Ohio State Uni-
versity, Miami University,
and the University of Pitts-
burgh.  She is the daughter of
Maurice and Staci Sturdivant.

Picture: Camille
Sturdivant (left) and Faith
Mitchel were named Na-
tional Achievement Scholar-
ship Semifinalists.  Only four
students in the Toledo area
received this distinction.
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Need a Job, Then, Do SUMthing! Be Persistent!
By Tiffany Reynolds
The Truth  Contributor

Are you feeling the eco-
nomic pinch in unemploy-
ment? What measures are you
taking to get the job? Let me
guess, you’ve applied to nu-
merous jobs online, visited
multiple locations and you
are still disappointed. Cor-
rect? I’m sure.

One of the best ways to

gain employment is to be
PERSISTENT. If you’re col-
lecting unemployment you
are probably trying to decide
if seeking employment is nec-
essary as you’re making a
decent wage for now and the
jobs you’ve applied to thus
far offer a pay rate that is
below what you’re worth and
what you’re accustomed to
earning.

Just as seasons change so
does your financial situation.
Here is what I recommend.
Use this time as you continue
to collect unemployment and
decide your next career move.
Use your time wisely as you
continue to collect unemploy-
ment. Use the time to delay
your next steps when you
have money coming in. It is
to your best interest to begin

your meditating, searching
and networking during your
season of harvest before the
money trickle begins.

It’s good to gain insight
on how to make your next
move. Don’t get frustrated if
you feel the direction isn’t
coming quickly. Be PERSIS-
TENT! Begin to involve
yourself in the things you
enjoy: volunteering, visiting
hospitals, sharing time with
your children, adults, elderly,
and sharing business insights
with upcoming entrepre-
neurs.

It’s during this time of
your harvest of receiving in-
come that you invest in oth-
ers. Honestly, this is the true
reason why we exist—to
share our talents with others
so they can benefit. It’s a

win-win situation. People
will ‘appreciate you’ because
they are recipients of your
expertise and you are ‘satis-
fied’ because you exercised
your talents.

Searching for direction
while continuing to meditate
and busying yourself in the
things you’re good at will
help you sharpen your tal-
ents. As you begin to plant
into others, you’ll notice you
will begin to reap the flow of
ideas, opportunities and
people with opportunities
who can help you navigate.

My friend Charlene has
been volunteering for about
a year as an advocate for the
juvenile court. She’s cur-
rently employed with a com-
pany as a telemarketer. She
likes her job; however, her

dream job is to work in her
field of criminal justice.
Charlene believes her skills
and bachelors in Criminal
Justice are under-utilized.
She recently applied for a
position with the juvenile
court system and is hopeful
she’ll get the position since
she has a wonderful reputa-
tion with the company, she’s
well liked, and she volun-
teers.  I look forward to her
calling to tell me, “I GOT
THE JOB!”

Good networking is criti-
cal to any successful job hunt.

It’s wise not to become
complacent or remain in a
“veggie state of mind” when
you are searching for work.
Do so, and you’ll reap un-
wanted depression, sadness,
frustration, low self-esteem,

and more.
  Whatever you do, don’t

give up. Be persistent!

Tiffany L. Reynolds,
Author

Need a Job, Then, Do
SUMthing! Breakthrough

‘Sum of All Parts’ Market-
ing Methods & Techniques

www.followingmypassion.org

Job Coach & Project
Coordinator

Economic Opportunity
Planning Association of

Greater Toledo, Inc.
www.eopa.org |

treynolds@eopa.org  |
419.242.7304, Ext. 2925

News From the Frederick Douglass
Community Association

YOUTH
The Frederick Douglass Community Association is now a proud Host Site for the

Youth Opportunities Program (YOP).  YOP is a program administered by the YMCA/JCC
of Greater Toledo, funded by Lucas County Workforce Development Agency for youth
ages 14-18.

The YOP program offers tutoring, leadership development adult mentoring and
incentives for academic improvement; paid and unpaid work experience and FREE
YMCA MAX Memberships for the entire family.  Families must meet income eligibility
requirements.

Other youth programs include Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Dance & Percussion
classes in partnership with Toledo School for the Arts (TSA), Computer Lab, after-school
and late night Open Gym.

ADULT
A Financial Stability Coach is on-site at the FDCA on Mondays by appointment.  Please

call (419) 475-3258 to schedule.
Adult services also include Yoga, Food & Commodities distribution, and weekly AA

meetings.  Look for information soon on the FDCA Urban Community Garden Project in
the spring of 2013.

Please contact the FDCA at (419) 244-6722 for a complete schedule of events.
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Department of Neighborhood’s 15th Annual Homeless
Holiday Luncheon
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Over 500 people stopped
by the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church on Thurs-
day, November 15, to enjoy
the holiday luncheon offered
by the City of Toledo’s De-
partment of Neighborhood.
City employees from the
mayor’s office and just about
every other department in the
City volunteered their ser-
vices to provide lunch for the
homeless.

James McDay of We Are
Ribs served as chef for the
day and oversaw the tradi-
tional holiday fare of turkey,
ham, stuffing and all the fix-
ings.

In addition to the hearty
meal, the Toledo Lucas

County Health Department
offered HIV/AIDS testing

and Hannah’s Socks brought
in footgear.
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The Arkansas Heritage Association Completes Mission
Special to The Truth

The Arkansas Club met
recently to make a decision
about the future of the group.
It was decided to end the
formal association but to keep
in touch with each other. The
club was many years old,
much fun was had by all,
therefore their mission, it was
decided, was complete.

A meeting was called at
the MLK Kitchen for the Poor
on November 12. The trea-
sury, with more than $1,300,
was delivered to the Kitchen.
Director Harvey Savage ac-
cepted the money with thank-
fulness and praise. The funds
were donated with love and
concern for all of the people
who are involved.

BLACK FRIDAY

Downtown Toledo

 Black Friday is the largest shopping
day of the year. The malls and big

stores are crowded but this experi-
ence is not for everyone.

Come to Downtown Toledo and enjoy
a stress free shopping and dining

experience.

Save the Date!
Saturday, November 24th

Small Business Saturday is that day
between Black Friday and Cyber

Monday. It's a day where you can get
out, shop locally and support a small

business...like us!

Mary Williams, back center, (a.k.a Mzz Mary) with
attendees at her annual Halloween party
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ASK YVON
By S. Yvon Harper, CEO, Focus on Finance, LLC
The Truth contributor

“President Obama’s Victory and the 2012 Fiscal Cliff”

The November 6th win for
President Barack Hussein
Obama was impressive to say
the least. Especially, after
being up against a staunch
Republican opposition, of
which many will confirm, that
displayed the party’s brazen
overly conservative mindset.
A position punctuated by
millions from private donors
and even the opposing
candidate’s own personal
funds; all to portray Presi-
dent Obama as the wrong
choice to lead America in
this next term.

 Now it should come as no
surprise that big political

dollars fund major cam-
paigns. Nevertheless, one
might wonder how it came to
be that Karl Rove raised do-
nors who gave his American
Crossroads group more than
$300 million to defeat Presi-
dent Obama and Democratic
candidates. It’s simple. The
‘fiscal cliff’ of the looming
December 31, 2012 deadline.

 In brief, every year since
I started paying political at-
tention, Congress uses De-
cember to hash out tax provi-
sion legislation that will ben-
efit or impact the American
people. Some tax provisions
are new, but usually many
are expiring from the previ-
ous term for which they were
set in place. Many of the ex-
piring tax provisions have the
potential to immediately af-
fect the incoming year’s tax
filing season, if not extended.
Extension, however, merely
places a Band-Aid on the true
underlying tax legislation
challenges until another pre-
determined time. What does
this all mean?

 Just as the 2012 election
itself was a battleground,

Americans can expect that
the year-ending Congres-
sional session will also be
one, before they adjourn for
the 2012 holiday season.
Why?  Major tax provisions
that amount to billions in cur-
rent tax cuts will end on De-
cember 31, 2012, if Congress
does not act to extend them.
The impact of the loss of
these tax provisions are wide
spread and will impact count-
less Americans.

 Here is a summary list of
these expirations and the
number of potentially im-
pacted Americans as pro-
vided by Ashlea Ebeling of
Forbes showcased in a re-
cent article:  “Sixty tax pro-
visions expired by the end of
2011 (some may be extended
retroactively to Jan. 1, 2012),
and 41 more are scheduled to
expire during 2012. Among
provisions that expired at the
end of 2011: a patch keeping
27 million taxpayers out of
the alternative minimum tax;
a deduction for state and lo-
cal sales taxes claimed by 11
million taxpayers instead of
the deduction for state and

local income taxes; and the
deduction for mortgage in-
surance premiums claimed by
four million taxpayers. The
big provisions that expire at
year end are the Bush era tax
cuts, which set lower mar-
ginal income tax rates and a
higher estate tax exemption/
lower estate tax rate and
lower capital gains and divi-
dend rates, including a zero
percent rate for some filers.”

 Rove’s big gun political
money was most interested
in preservation of the expir-
ing Bush administration tax
cuts and the potential impact
to their wealth. Rightly so,
but all Americans will be
impacted should the total sum
of many tax cuts not be ex-
tended with the end result
being higher taxes for every-
one. This puts President

Obama quickly in the lime
light once more as all eyes
are on him to see what influ-
ence he’ll invoke with Con-
gress on these tax measures.

Many will be watching
with regard to the expiring
Bush administration tax ben-
efits geared for the wealthi-
est two percent, and his reac-
tion to any extenders. In Oc-
tober, the president, during
the last days of the campaign,
indicated the White House
would veto any “fiscal cliff”
resolution that failed to raise
income tax rates for the
wealthiest Americans.  This
sets the stage for the looming
battlefield between Congress
and President Obama. We
can only hope that a truce of
collaboration is drawn so that
the whole of the American
people are not the casualties

of this political battle.

SELAH MOMENT:
“Sometimes the greatest chal-
lenges in life aren’t from
those who currently oppose
you, but from those who
have.” ~ S. Yvon Harper

--------© 2012 Ask Yvon
is written by S. Yvon Harper
- All rights reserved.  Con-
nect at
www.FocusOnFinanceOnline.com
- (513)341-5912.  Join us on
Facebook at
w w w . F a c e b o o k . c o m /
FocusOnFinance. Readers
are strongly urged to consult
with a qualified legal or tax
advisor to analyze your spe-
cific financial situation be-
fore application of any ad-
vice from this column.

Before You Retire, Plan
Your Life

When you think about your retirement (and it’s a good idea to do so at any age), you
may see a complex set of challenges—but they can be overcome.

The Issues
People are living longer, which means your savings need to last longer, too. Moreover,

the current economic landscape is characterized by uncertainty, volatile markets and
historically low interest rates. Together, these factors have altered the retirement calculus
for many Americans.

People tend to approach retirement planning with two assumptions:

1) It is best addressed through a combination of retirement accounts, such as a 401(k)
or IRA, and Social Security; and

2) the goal is to attain a reliable stream of income once a regular paycheck stops
coming in.

In a world of low returns and high volatility, however, these traditional assumptions
may fall short.

An Answer
Many people may be surprised to learn there’s a third alternative: Life insurance can

be an important part of a retirement plan. While the death benefits of permanent life
insurance are well known, the living benefits are often overlooked. According to a recent
poll from Northwestern Mutual, only 25 percent of Americans purchased life insurance
as part of a retirement plan. Yet a permanent life insurance policy can be one of the best
low-risk financial vehicles available to help you retire comfortably and provide an
income stream that you can’t outlive.

Things To Consider

An experienced financial adviser can help you build a comprehensive plan and explain
the risks that insurance can help manage against, including:

• Longevity risk and the odds that your retirement might last much longer than
expected.

• Market risks and the threat of significant losses when investing in the stock market.

• Taxes and inflation are “known unknowns,” and can take a bite out of retirement
savings.

• Health care and long-term care represent significant risks in retirement, given longer
life spans, uncertainty around Medicare and rising drug costs.

• Disability can jeopardize your most valuable asset—your ability to earn an income.

Retirement planning should be a lifelong, evolving journey. It may pay for you to talk
to a financial adviser about the role permanent life insurance products can play in your
retirement plan.
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State Rep. Tracy Maxwell Heard (D-
Columbus) announced yesterday the ap-
proval of state funding for the Ohio Manu-
facturing Institute Project, created by The
Ohio State University.

 “Our universities are powerful centers
of innovation and entrepreneurship,” said
Rep. Heard. “When we actively support
partnerships between a great university like
Ohio State and strong companies like
Honda, which enthusiastically seek to rein-
vest in the community and create jobs, we
help grow our economy and bring prosper-
ity to our state.”

 OSU’s Ohio Manufacturing Institute
(OMI) project, Phase One, proposes to
connect more Honda suppliers to the tech-
nical resources at OSU and create a process
that can be transferred to other universities. Phase Two will build the system to include
the technical resources identified throughout the state from the universities and colleges,
Edison Centers, and Technical Associations.

Funding for the project was granted by the Ohio Controlling Board, which provides
oversight and final approval of state expenditures.

State Rep. Tracy Maxwell Heard
Announces New Partnership between
Ohio State University and Honda
Over $500,000 to Advance
Manufacturing
Conglomerate
Special to The Truth

Penn National Gaming
Presents $200,000 Grant to
City of Rossford to Support
Local Police and Fire
Departments
Special to The Truth

Penn National Gaming, Inc. (Nasdaq: PENN) last week  presented a check for
$200,000 to the city of Rossford to help the city underwrite personnel costs for the
Rossford Police and Fire Departments in conjunction with the ongoing operations of
Hollywood Casino Toledo.

Rossford Mayor Neil A. MacKinnon accepted the grant at today’s meeting of Rossford
City Council. Presenting the check on behalf of Penn National were Tim Wilmott,
president and chief operating officer, and Richard St. Jean, general manager of Hollywood
Casino Toledo.

“This grant reflects our ongoing commitment to being a good corporate citizen in both
Toledo and Rossford,” St. Jean said.  “We know that Hollywood Casino serves as a
gateway to downtown Rossford, and this grant fulfills the commitment we made to the city
during our successful 2009 ballot initiative: that we would help address the potential
increased burden on local fire and police services from the increased visitation to the
area.”

“While the City of Toledo has First Responder responsibility for our casino, and has
constructed a new Fire Station nearby, we know that many of our customers choose to
travel through Rossford and while this can have a positive impact on the local Rossford
businesses and City hotels, we want to help the City handle increased volume on its roads,
which is typical of any major new economic development project,” St. Jean said.  “As Penn
National has experienced in other jurisdictions, we fully anticipate Hollywood Casino will
serve as an economic catalyst and a magnet for additional growth and opportunity within
both Toledo and Rossford.”

The $320 million Hollywood Casino Toledo, which is located on Miami Street just
west of I-75, opened on May 29. It employs approximately 1,200, with at least 90 percent
of the permanent jobs held by residents of the Toledo metropolitan area.  The 290,000-
square-foot casino includes approximately 2,000 slot machines, 60 table games, a poker
room with 20 tables, structured and surface parking and food and beverage amenities,
including Epic Buffet and an entertainment lounge.

Public Schools Burdened By Bureaucrats
America’s public schools are bloated with bureaucracy and skinny on results. To curb

that trend, a new report has proposed a strict diet: Focus on students, empower their
parents, and reward great teachers.

Since 1950, the number of public school non-teaching positions has soared 702 percent
nationwide while the student population increased 96 percent, according to “The School
Staffing Surge: Decades of Employment Growth in America’s Public Schools.” That
report, from the Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice, shows teachers’ numbers
also increased--252 percent—but still far short of administrators and non-teaching
personnel.

Academic outcomes, however, have not experienced similar growth. Public high
school graduation rates peaked around 1970, and government data show reading scores
on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) fell slightly between 1992
and 2008. Math scores on the NAEP long-term trend were stagnant during the same
period.

“It really is a travesty when you consider the billions spent on hiring and how little we
have to show for it,” said Robert Enlow, president and CEO of the Friedman Foundation.
“If non-teaching personnel grew at the rate of students, each teacher could be given a
$7,500 raise, every child in poverty could get a $1,700 private school scholarship, or
taxpayers could see some much-needed savings.”

In total, had non-teaching personnel increased at the same rate as students, American
public schools would have an additional $24.3 billion annually, according to the Friedman
report.

Notably, that hiring trend has been just as prominent over the past two decades. From
1992 to 2009, students’ numbers increased 17 percent whereas administrators and other
non-teaching staff rose 46 percent. And during that time, some states actually lost students
yet kept hiring more non-teachers.

For instance, in Hawaii, student enrollment in public schools jumped about 3 percent,
while non-teaching personnel grew almost 69 percent. In the District of Columbia, the
student population declined some 15 percent while non-teaching personnel increased 42
percent.

The study also debunks the claim that students today are “harder to teach” than those
from previous generations, which some use to defend the decades-long staffing increases.

The Friedman Foundation contends that if all Americans were able to access schools
of choice, such as private or charter schools, greater efficiency and productivity could be
achieved as parents choose less-bloated schools where their children’s funding can go the
furthest.

To learn more, visit www.edchoice.org.
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2215 Dorr St. Duplex
$25,000

Good Investment Property
Both units rented. 2009 new roof & 
exterior paint. Open to offers.

Call for details:
419.367.5123

Danberry Realtors

Charleston House of Toledo

STOP IN TODAY!!!

SEE THE GREAT FALL SELECTION!!!

15% off with this coupon through Nov. 1, 2012

A Premiere Consignment Shop for the

Economical Conscious Woman

Designer Suites and Dresses

Elegant Hats - Name Brand Shoes

Open 10:00 a.m. - Tuesday thru Saturday

4055 Monroe Street - Toledo, Ohio

419.472.4648

Saluting Ohio’s Spirit of Volunteerism
By U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown
 Guest Column

My mother, a
schoolteacher
in Mansfield,

taught her sons that no matter
what your station is in life, no
one is too important or too
busy to serve.

This holiday season, I’m
grateful for that lesson – and
for the example set each day
by so many in their commu-
nities. And I am most heart-

ened by the sacrifices of
hardworking Ohioans who
struggle to make ends meet
yet still make time to give to
others.

A couple of years ago, I
met an Ohio family who were
bagging groceries for neigh-
bors at a local food pantry.
While they were long-time
volunteers at the food pan-
try, they recently had turned
to its services themselves due
to job loss.

It’s that indelible Ohio
spirit – the eagerness to give
back, to lend a helping hand
even when times are hard –
that encourages me.

Although Ohio’s unem-
ployment rate dropped be-
low seven percent last week,
there is still much more to be
done. Scarcity is a fact of life
for too many Americans in

urban areas, rural communi-
ties, small towns, and big cit-
ies alike. Today more than
1.8 million Ohioans live in
poverty and nearly one in six
Ohioans don’t know where
they will get their next meal.

Alleviating hunger in
America – including hunger
for food, work, and a fair
shot at providing for loved
ones – requires addressing
the shortages many working
and middle class families
face.

Here’s what we can do: as
citizens, we can tutor, spend
time with an elderly neigh-
bor, and donate items to lo-
cal food pantries. We can
work to improve economic
conditions that keep talented
students from receiving a
college education. We can
also volunteer at community

centers, places of worship,
schools, and senior homes to
make sure our neighbors have
enough to eat during the holi-
day season and throughout
the year.

But private citizens
shouldn’t have to go it alone.
In Washington, we need to
address the rising income in-
equality that has led to a
shrinking middle class and
slow economic recovery.
That comes down to priori-
ties – do we continue to sup-
port extra tax breaks for mil-
lionaires or do we invest in
resources that create jobs and
help Americans who are
struggling?

Our nation’s prosperity
depends on a strong middle
class, and the equality of op-
portunity that allows all
people to join the middle

class.
Today, more Ohioans are

back at work, but we’ve still
got a lot of work to do to
ensure that every American
who wants to work can find a
job that allows them to take
care of their families.

During this Thanksgiving
season, I salute the spirit of
volunteerism in our state and
encourage all of you to reach
out and volunteer. As
Thanksgiving and the holi-
day season approaches,
Connie and I are grateful for
the Ohioans who spend their
time working in food pan-
tries and food banks, and in
schools, hospitals, and senior
centers. Such citizens are
making heroic efforts to fight
poverty and hunger.

To our service members
returning home for the holi-

days, and to our troops serv-
ing overseas, our thoughts
and prayers remain with you
and your families.

These selfless Americans,
like the family who contin-
ued to give back in their hour
of need, remind us that across
Ohio, there is no deficit of
will. It reflects the fundamen-
tal character of who we are as
Americans, and we affirm it
this each holiday season.
Women and men in uniform
who continue to serve our
nation, families who continue
to serve meals to our neigh-
bors, and first responders who
work to keep our communi-
ties safe prove that we have
the will.

Connie and I wish all of
you a safe Thanksgiving holi-
day.

Sexy Little Liar: The Misadventures of Mink LaRue by Noire
c.2012, Dafina Books $15.00 / $16.95 Canada      320 pages
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

There’s one thing about you that people need to know:
when you want something, you go for it.

You’ve known most of your life that things don’t get
handed to you. You have to hustle and work to get what you
want, so you set your eyes on the prize and never look away.
You want it. You go for it. You get it.

What Mink LaRue wants is money, pure and simple, and
she won’t let anything keep her from it. But in the new book
Sexy Little Liar by Noire, there’s one thing that might slow
her down…

The girl on the milk carton couldn’t possibly be Mink
LaRue.

That’s what Bunni Baines thought because she’d just seen
her girl Mink, who was alive and well and living in the
projects in Harlem. No, the child in the age-projected photo
wasn’t Mink, but Mink was a dead-ringer for little Sable
Dominion.

Mink wasn’t Sable. But Mink knew a possibility when she
saw one.

She figured she could “borrow” from the cash-stash her
boy, Gutta, left her before he went to prison. Then she and
Bunni could fly to Texas and pull off the con-mami job in
time to replace Gutta’s money before he came home, and
spend the rest.

And the scam worked!
Mama Selah took to Mink like the long-lost daughter

Mink pretended to be. “Brother” Barron took one look and
decided that Mink was no Dominion, and she was getting no
money. Uncle Suge, knowing the score, took Mink to bed
with him.

The problem was that $100,000 didn’t last long. Mink was
soon broke and dipping into Gutta’s money again. She also
borrowed from the local pusher, knowing that both of them
could (and would) kill her in a minute for it.

Back in Houston, Viceroy Dominion, Mink’s fake “papa”
was dying and Barron Dominion couldn’t wait for his father’s
last breath to send that ghetto-rat Mink packing. He had paper
that proved she was a scammer. He even knew her DNA test
was faked because another test came back positive: a girl in
Philly showed up with Dominion blood in her veins.

There couldn’t be two Sables. Mink LaRue was all La-
Wrong.

No doubt about it: when it comes to jumping from book
cover to big action, author Noire doesn’t waste time. No, her
novel grabs you by the eyeballs and throws you into the
streets, right from the start.

Like a Girl’s Night Out that never stops, Sexy Little Liar
takes readers from bar to bed to billionaires and back, all in
the same breathless minute. Noire’s main character, Mink,

has everything figured out with her scams and schemes, and
when you add a few fog-up-the-mirror bedroom scenes (that
don’t always happen in a bedroom), you’ve got a book that’ll
make you holler.

I think if you’re looking for something steaming-hot and
wild, you’re going to like meeting Miss Mink LaRue. She’ll
take you for a ride in Sexy Little Liar and if you’re up for that
– go for it.
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Make no mistake about it,
Thanksgiving commemo-
rates great evil and atrocity.

To say that the Europeans
and Pilgrims “settled” the
land is deceitful word magic.

The genocide of the Na-
tive American and wholesale
theft of this country is a crime
that stretches from one shin-
ing sea to the other. We can’t

Happy Thanksgiving!
By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

allow ourselves to forget that.
But, on the other side of

that same coin is the reality
of Thanksgiving’s present
day cultural impact. I think
we need to be honest about
the origins of our holidays,
but we also need to appreci-
ate their purpose in today’s
reality. In these times, any
day that brings people to-
gether with family is a good
thing. No, a great thing!

In these times, any reason
our society can find to pause
and show appreciation and
thanks for all we hold dear is
a great thing! Taking the good
with the bad and finding bal-
ance, that’s the point of it all.
If the kids come home with
turkey drawings and paper
pilgrim hats, I see no need to
rain on that parade.

But children soon become
aware that the account of his-
torical events they are given

at school may be slightly
skewed.

Give them an age-appro-
priate dose of reality about
this country’s beginnings.

But balance it out with the
significance of families com-
ing together.

That’s how customs be-
come culture.

It starts out one way and
whatever traditions endure
the test of time become the
constant.

As Toledo, Ohio cel-
ebrates Thanksgiving Day
this year, there will be new
and old traditions in unfold-
ing throughout our city.

Families several genera-
tions deep will gather at the
designated house and rela-
tives will enjoy the food and
familiar warmth of bonds
with their loved ones.

Church folks will come
together to feast and fellow-

ship.
New couples will make

rounds to each others family
get-togethers.

Friends who are like fam-
ily will get together, proving
that blood relatives aren’t the
only close ties you can have.

Some people are gonna
just stop by somewhere and
get a plate, and get a bottle on
the way back home and spend
Thanksgiving watching TV
in solitude.

Just like there’s no right
or wrong way to be a family,
there’s no right or wrong way
to celebrate the holidays.

Cultural shifts in our soci-
ety have led us to this place –
this place where tolerance of
someone else’s traditions and
acceptance of our differences
can broaden our understand-
ing.

This place where we de-
fine who we consider family

based on the times we share,
not just the genes we share.

This place where issues
and old wounds can make
family gatherings so tricky
that some people just stay off
to themselves.

As long as you acknowl-
edge what you’re thankful
for, you’re celebrating
Thanksgiving.

Wherever you are, who-
ever you are around. That’s
the main requirement.

Appreciate those who
show you love and consis-
tency.

Appreciate the clothes on
your back and the shoes on
your feet.

Appreciate every dollar in
your pocket and whatever
measure of health and well
being you enjoy.

I wish you all a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Michael “Mercury”
Hayes email:

mercuryspeak@gmail.com

Comedian Huggy Lowdown will be at The
Funny Bone in Perrysburg this weekend. Huggy
is the number one segment on the Tom Joyner
Morning Show, which is syndicated in 115
markets. Hear him every morning with Tom
sharing his special brand of comedy, gossip and
entertainment news!

Two shows on Friday – 8 and 10:30 p.m.;
Saturday – 7 and 10 p.m.; Sunday at 7 p.m.

What’s the
Deal, Pickle?

Unison Behavioral Health
Group Launches Holiday
Prevention Campaign
Statistics show that one in three drivers
in Lucas County will be impacted by a
buzzed and/or drunk driver this holiday
season.
Special to The Truth

Unison Behavioral Health Group has launched its “Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving”
holiday prevention campaign on November 19.  The prevention campaign is funded by
the Mental Health & Recovery Services Board of Lucas County and focuses on the
highest risk driving population: young men ages 16-25.  Components of the campaign
include: outdoor advertising, social media, and public education. The message is simple:
Buzzed driving is drunk driving…designate a sober driver this holiday season. The
campaign is scheduled to run through January 2.

Unison Behavioral Health Group recommends these simple tips for a safe holiday
season:

1) Plan a safe way home before the festivities begin
2) Before drinking or partying, designate a sober driver
3) If you are buzzed, use a taxi, call a sober friend or family member, or use public

transportation
4) If you happen to see a drunk or impaired driver on the road, don’t hesitate to call

911 to report the vehicle.
Unison reminds Lucas County residents:  if you know someone who is about to drive

or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make other arrangements to get
where they are going safely. Help this make a holiday season filled with hope.  For more
information, visit www.unisonbhg.org.



The Sojourner’s Truth November 21, 2012Page 14

Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

2811 Inwood - $89,000
Need a lot of space? Here’s over 2300 
sq. ft/5 bdrms; 2 baths waiting for your 
repairs/cosmetic upgrades to restore it to 
its natural beauty. Possible short sale.

Call Rickie for an appointment (419.494.6972) 

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

R
E
D
U
C
E
D
!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

909 Blum $7,000

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

REDUCED!

$69,900

2428 Lawton
$29,900

2 Full baths, central air, updated kitchen, 
newer cabinets, block windows in 
basement, garage w/carport

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $50,000
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

2409 Lawton - $30,000
Great for a 1st time home buyer or inves-
tor. Large LR/DR with 3 bdrms. Add your 
cosmetic repairs to bring out the natural 
character of this home.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $155,800
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 
baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma 419.297.2301 today for a showing.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1027 W. Woodruff
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bathrooms 

 Kitchen Appliances Central Air 
Basement 2-Car Garage

Down Payment Assistant Available For 
Eligible And More!!

JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Emory 

NO MORE STAIRS!!!
1500 Roosevelt Avenue

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     All Brick, 1 story 3 beds with 
                     1.5 Bath with Hugh Kitchen, 2 car
                                GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

ANAR Accounting Services
Rana Daniels, ATP - Tax Accountant
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Individual Taxes, Corporate Taxes, 

Financial Planning and Administrative Services 
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services, 

Call Now to Set up an appointment 419.727.1501
www.anaracct.com 

FIRST HOME OR INVESTMENT!
1749 MACOMBER - $29,900

Three Bd and One Bath, Living Rm w/Decorative 
Fireplace, Kitchen W/Breakfast Nook, Newer Furnace, Roof 
and Hot Water Tank, Well Maintained, Move-In Condition

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
  A black farmer takes his sons to see a silent horror film showing 
at a new theater Halloween night in 1930, in central Texas. Nearly 
500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a 
vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son, 
Lijah, who consoles himself with his father's assurance that in the 
film, “they just be killing white folks”. Download at 

lulu.com/content/5743710 for only $5.00

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big 
profits from your “small” investment only to find out when 
your package comes you have to invest more money to 
make the “big” profits? Stop the madness! Earn $100 in a 
week using your email or cell phone contacts. It’s easy, 
almost free ($10 investment), no sales experience is 
required and there are no hidden costs. 
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com

SOLD

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive

Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements

Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -    

        www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
     drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610Traci Barner

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location, 

location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one 

floor. Lots of  storage, private garage. One great unit.

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must 

see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built 

for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer.

 Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Good Credit or Bad

Need a Car?

New or Used

Call JP the Stork

He Delivers 

419.320.0863

DEBT RELIEF?

 CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

                  $650.00 plus court costs

              FREE ADVICE

                    ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER

419-249-2703

a debt relief agency per the bky code

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for 

owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks, 

new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of  large living 

areas and lots of  storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access 

for showings.

 
         Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Seaway Asset Management

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May include other incentives if  you purchase now! Unique two-story 

brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500 

sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1
st
 floor LNDY room, large 

bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!
 
         

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Seaway Asset Management

     
    

  
   

        
       

    

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option 

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

BLACK MARKETPLACET
H
E

Pianist Wanted
Church looking for a dedicated,

responsible and dependable
 Gospel Pianist to play for
Sunday morning services.

For more information contact: 419-215-9020

2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Traditional financing & lease w/option 

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224 

and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

Wanted to Buy:Diabetes Supplies
Earn up to $12 per box of 100 test stripsMust

expire after August 2012. Leave labels on boxes.We
remove and shred.Call 419-740-7162 and leave
message.

General Practice
including

Criminal (Misdemeanor and Felony)
Traffic, DUI, Juvenile and Civil 

Litigation

David A. Baker
Attorney at Law

338 North Erie St.
Suite 100

Toledo, Ohio 43604

Office:  419.241.4100
Cell:  419.508.4004
Fax:  419.244.6335

Email:  davidbaker@dablawyer.com

Carlos Oscar

Attention Seniors:
 House(s) For Rent.
 Two Bedroom
One level just renovated.
Call (419) 708-2340

For Rent
3 Bedroom House

1010 Woodland Ave.
 550 + Deposit.
No section 8.
419-205-4434

ADS POSTED ONLINE AT:
www.TheTruthToledo.com

CALL TO PLACE YOUR AD
419.243.0007

C & C Health Services
Certified Training

(3 year certification)

Child Abuse ‘n Neglect
Communicable Disease

(2 year certification)

CPR.AED * First Aid

Call Today: 419.464.8586
Training can be held at your facility or ours!!
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NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE

    Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 2 Bed-
room Apartments

Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and
Older. Rent Based on Income. Heat, Appliances,
Drapes, Carpeting Included.  Call (419) 729-7118
for details.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTU-
NITY/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYER

Maintenance Technician
Successful non-profit with comprehensive and

innovative neighborhood revitalization strategies
seeking individual with skills to perform routine and
scheduled maintenance of residential and commer-
cial properties, including preparing units for occu-
pancy.  Candidates must be detail oriented, hard-
working, and possess a positive, professional atti-
tude. Send resume to 3106 Lagrange Street, To-
ledo, OH 43608. EOE

Come shop with us, The Mildred H.
Gibson Center

Sat.Dec.8 – Great Lakes Crossing Outlet Mall,
auburn hills.

Leaving center at 8:00am
Returning at 6:00pm
$30 movies and snacks included
50/50 raffle optional
deadline Nov.20,2012
Mrs. Glover – (419) 810-5284

Medicaid Clerk

Full-time (40 hrs/wk) position available to provide
assistance to clients applying for Social Security
(SSI), Social Security Disability (SSDI) and Medic-
aid.  Position will gather information, verify eligibility,
track redeterminations and assist clients who have
lost benefits.  May serve as client representative.
Position schedule is  Monday – Friday.

Qualified candidates must demonstrate knowl-
edge and understanding of SSI, SSDI and Medicaid
programs.  Proficiency in computer use and soft-
ware applications such as Excel and MS Word.
Must have prior experience using electronic billings
systems, experience with electronic health record
preferred.  Excellent customer service skills re-
quired and previous experience in dealing with indi-
viduals with mental illness preferred.

Human Resources - MC
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

Toledo Refining Company has an immediate
need for an Analyst, Accounting.  The selected
candidate will be responsible for preparing journal
entries, maintaining ledgers, preparing and analyz-
ing financial information, assisting in monthly close
and performing complex reconciliations.  The Ana-
lyst, Accounting will also support the month end
accrual, closing and reporting processes and per-
form other duties as assigned.

Candidates must have a Bachelor’s Degree in
Accounting or Finance program as well as 5 or more
years accounting experience. SAP experience is
required.

All interested candidates may apply by going to
www.pbfenergy.com and selecting the Career tab.
Once on the career page, candidates can view our
current job opportunities and apply to desired posi-
tion.

EOE/M/F/D/V

Toledo Refining Company has an immediate
need for an Accounting Associate.  The selected
candidate will oversee the Accounts Payable pro-
cess within the Accounting and Finance depart-
ment.  Additionally, the AP Specialist will be ex-
pected to use independent judgment and discretion
to perform the following responsibilities:  audit and
process plant invoices for payment; serve as the
primary contact to vendors and internal customers
when resolving various billing issues; serve as Site
Coordinator for the PCard program; back up the
Senior Accounting Specialist for accurate check
runs and ensure that vendor discrepancies and
statements are resolved; administer the DOA con-
trols in SAP; responsible for issuing 1099s to ven-
dors and government authorities; determine pay-
ment terms, assess discounts and resolve sales tax
issues; create retention system for the plant AP
system; analyze and report a wide range of AP
information to the Controller; and work with Corpo-
rate AP to resolve processing, system and payment
issues in SAP.  Other assignments and projects will
be assigned as needed.

Candidates must have a Bachelor’s Degree in
Accounting or related discipline.  SAP experience is
required.

All interested candidates may apply by going to
www.pbfenergy.com and selecting the Career tab.
Once on the career page, candidates can view our
current job opportunities and apply to desired posi-
tion.

EOE/M/F/D/V

Toledo Refining Company has an immediate
need for a Senior Accounting Specialist.  The se-
lected candidate will oversee the Accounts Payable
function for the Toledo Refining Company including
day-to-day responsibility for planning, implementing
and reporting policy and procedures of the AP func-
tion.  Specific duties include but are not limited to:
development and control of the AP process in accor-
dance with SOX and Corporate compliance; super-
vise and manage the Accounting Associates daily
duties; analyze and report a wide range of AP/
vendor information to the Controller; ensure the
DOA, 1099 and expense reports are properly man-
aged; manage the SAP and GR/IR process; secure
vendor profile information from new vendors; re-
sponsible for verifying that all company purchases
are properly authorized; ensure the accuracy of
voucher entries and general ledger postings; main-
tain vendor records in accounting system to ensure
accuracy and completeness; and assist the Senior
Accountant with various Finance and Accounting
tasks and projects.

Candidates must have a Bachelor’s Degree in
Accounting or Finance program as well as 5 or more
years experience working in an Accounts Payable
function preferably in a manufacturing environment.
SAP experience, previous supervisory experience
and proficiency in Microsoft applications are also
required.

All interested candidates may apply by going to
www.pbfenergy.com and selecting the Career tab.
Once on the career page, candidates can view our
current job opportunities and apply to desired posi-
tion.

EOE/M/F/D/V

Toledo Refining Company has an immediate
need for a Maintenance Supervisor. The selected
applicant will be responsible for supervising and
directing the execution of personnel in the assigned
shop according to established plans/schedules.
Candidates will be responsible for safety of their
crew as well as quality/quantity of the repairs per-
formed.

Candidates must have supervisory experience in
a union environment and 5-7 years craft specific
experience.  Bachelor’s Degree or minimum 2 years
college preferred.  Must be able to respond 24/7 to
unscheduled call-ins.

All interested candidates may apply by going to
www.pbfenergy.com and selecting the Career tab.
Once on the career page, candidates can view our
current job opportunities and apply to desired posi-
tion.

EOE/M/F/D/V

Health Home Positions
Multiple full-time openings are available for each

position noted.
Team Leader - Provides administrative and clini-

cal leadership and oversight to the health home
team.   Must be licensed in Ohio as either a PCC or
LISW or be an MSN-RN.

Care Manager - Accountable for overall care
management and care coordination.  Must have a
bachelors degree and be licensed in Ohio as an
LISW, LSW, PCC, PC, RN.

Qualified Health Home Specialist - Assists with
care coordination, referral/linkage and follow-up,
support and health promotion services.  Must have
a four or two year degree in a mental health field or
licensure as an LPN.

Health Home Nurse - Coordinates and consults
on medical care with all providers.  Community work
required.  Must be licensed in Ohio as a RN with both
medical and behavioral health experience.

Send resume or apply to:

Human Resources - HHP
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

Preferred Properties, Inc. has
closed the wait list for John H.
McKissick Senior Apartments as
of 12:00 pm on 10/16/2012.
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CSCC Presents:
A Community Celebration of Christmas

The Clarence Smith Community Chorus (CSCC) will present “A Community
Celebration of Christmas” on Saturday, December 8, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. The program
will be held at the Mt. Pilgrim Church located at 1401 Hoag St. Toledo, Ohio 43607

In celebrating the spirit of the season, the Community Chorus is proud to present the
Voices of Harmony of Bowling Green, OH, the outstanding gospel ensemble, the Brian
Thomas Chorale, and the Limitless Dance Company from The Toledo School for the Arts.
The concert will feature a wide variety of musical styles including spirituals, classical
selections, songs of the season, and the always popular carol sing-along led by Director
Smith. Bring the family to enjoy a wonderful evening of fun and song!

This unique evening promises to keep you merrily rolling through the Holiday Season.
This is a program not to be missed.  Join us at the Mt. Pilgrim Church on Saturday evening,
December 8, 2012. Program begins at 6:00 p.m. — don’t miss a minute of this awe-inspiring
musical treat. A freewill offering will be taken and please bring a non-perishable food
donation. All food donations will be given to the Toledo Seagate Food Bank.

CLARENCE SMITH COMMUNITY CHORUS
Clarence R. Smith, Jr., M.M.

Founder/Director
In its 37th season, the CSCC maintains a liberal helping of standard classical music in its

Founded in 2006 as part of the Northwest Ohio Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony
Society, the Voices of Harmony, a men’s a cappella chorus, has a varied repertoire that
includes both sacred and secular music—spirituals, songs ranging from Yoruba to Latin, and
a large selection of traditional barbershop arrangements

The Limitless Dance Company of
The Toledo School for the Arts
Alison Reny, Founder/Director

The Limitless Dance Company (LDC)  is one of Toledo School for the Arts’ outstanding
dance ensembles.  It was founded by LDC’s director and choreographer, Alison Reny.   The
groups contains dancers from the ninth through tenth grades who have an interest in pursuing
dance after high school.  Many of this members have traveled all over the country for festivals
and intensives, including workshops in New York City with the Alvin Ailey Company, the
Joffery Ballet and, in Los Angeles, The Edge. The Limitless Dance Company has performed
at many events around the state, including performances at Bowling Green State University
and The University of Findlay.  Alison Reny has been on the faculty at TSA since 2008, and
when she is not teaching at the school, she guest teaches at festivals and studios throughout
Ohio and Michigan.  Last year she was one of four choreographers chosen to premiere a new

work in Columbus at The Ohio Dance Festival.  She is an adjunct dance instructor at The
University of Findlay.  We are very pleased to have LDC join us for this year’s Community
Celebration of Christmas.

repertoire.  However, it specializes in the performance of Negro spirituals and is dedicated
to its preservation as well as the performance of works by African American composers.  Its
members come from all walks of life, unified by their mutual love of great music.  This award-
winning ensemble has performed numerous times on radio and television and has appeared
with the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, the Toledo Jazz Orchestra, and on programs presented
by the Toledo Museum of Art, the Lourdes College Music Series, as well as on the University
of Michigan’s “Music of Black Americans Symposium.”  The Chorus has embraced its civic
role with participation in countless building and bridge dedications, community festivals,
church programs and city events, including the Toledo’s Annual M. L. King Celebration at
the University of Toledo.  The CSCC is a past recipient of the “Community Impact Award”
and the prestigious “Community Achievement in the Arts Award” from the Arts Commission
of Greater Toledo.  In 2007, the CLARENCE SMITH COMMUNITY CHORUS was
presented with the “Longevity Award” at the Glass City Gospel Music Awards ceremony.

#For booking and interviews, please contact Clarence Smith, (419) 534-2299.
Engagements@cscchorus.com      Or check out our website:   www.cscchorus.com

The Voices of Harmony
C. C. Snyder, Director

The Brian Thomas Chorale
Brian Thomas, Director

The Brian Thomas Chorale, organized on January 24th 1984 by its founder,  Minister
Brian Thomas, is celebrating its 28th anniversary. During these years, the chorale has traveled
throughout the state of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Michigan. The Chorale sings a variety of
music, appearing on many programs throughout the area, in addition to its own annual
concert. Presently, there are 25 active members.  “The goal of the Chorale is to sing the gospel
in song and that someone will see Christ in their music.”

Brian Thomas started playing the piano at the early age of 10. He took lessons from some
of Toledo’s great teachers.  Brian is well-
respected in the local and national gospel
music community and is a member of the
following organizations:  The National Con-
vention of Gospel Choirs and Choruses;
The Edwin Hawkins Music And Arts Semi-
nar; the Toledo Interfaith Mass Choir (Mu-
sic Director); the Ohio State Choir-Church
of God In Christ (Second Vice President);
the Calvary Baptist Church (Minister of
Music); and, The Brian Thomas Chorale
(Founder/Director).


