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""We are focusing on the third grade and up and giving new
and gently used books to boys to inspire them to become life-

long readers. We believe that by putting books in their hands,
we can make a difference in their lives.”
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The Right Stuff

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

We lose respect and influence when we ‘evangelize
the baptized’ or merely attend to our internal networks.
Instead, go out into the community. Find the pain in the
community and serve it, heal it. - D. L. Perryman

I personally, do not remember a time when so many
local, national or global organizations were simulta-
neously experiencing leadership transitions. There may
be no strategic decision more critical for an organization
than choosing who shall lead it. Certainly that choice
will greatly impact or shape the organization’s future, if
~ | not decide its survival.

Those organizations currently in the process of choos-
ing leaders will also have to decide what leadership style or attributes are the best
fit for its situational context and culture given the winds of change occurring or
gathering in the larger external environment.

What makes a leader?

Good leaders come in all styles from the overtly technical and analytical to the
highly charismatic; from the motivated risk taker to the cautious maintainers of the
status quo; from the aggressive take-charge personality to the subdued negotiator
and from creative marketing types to problem solvers.

Although there is no one-size-fits—all formula for identifying quality leaders,
certain elements are indispensable.

Princeton’s Yolanda Pierce, PhD, provides The Truth’s readers with her version
of the “right stuff” or the sine qua non of 21* Century leadership.

“On at least three different occasions recently, I’ve heard people lament the loss
of ‘strong leadership.” In vari-
ous conversations, people
have asked: ‘where are our
leaders’ or ‘where are ourrole
models?” I’ve heard people
bemoan the lack of strong
leadership for our nation, our
churches, even our local
neighborhoods. For every
problem presented, people
have offered the need for
strong leadership as an an-
swer.

Tam frustrated by this type
ofdiscourse on many levels. It
is as if there is one definition of leadership and when that model cannot be seen,
there’s an assumption that leadership somehow isn’t present.

We grieve the lack of leadership in black neighborhoods, by which we mean ‘race
men.” These men, in their suits and ties, with strong voices and political connections,
are the “leaders” needed to rescue us from moral and political morass, like a Dr.
King.

We grieve the lack of national and ecclesiastical leadership, by which we, once
again, assume an educated, largely male and white, elite. In the dialogue around the
need for a ‘strong’ Pope, we take for granted that a man will be called who will hear
directly from God and can be a leader for over a billion people, despite not one
woman being part of the process. A pastor, a president, a pope are certainly all
leaders...but the conversation about leadership cannot begin and end with these
models.

What about the grandmothers creating urban gardens in abandoned lots? What
about the teenagers volunteering at the local after school program? What about the
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faithful choir member who spends hours cleaning the windows at church? What
about the underpaid teacher who feeds hungry children lunch with money from her
own pocket? Are they not leaders?

When we create narrow gendered and racial dynamics of leadership, we forget
that the most important quality of a leader is his or her ability to serve. Instead of
constantly lamenting the dearth of leadership, we can look all around and see
examples of public service; those who serve because they love. And without service
and love, there is no leadership.

I cannot create policies that deny people basic civil rights, if I truly love them and
want to serve them. I cannot deny women fundamental control over their health and
bodies, if I love them and want to serve them. I cannot create obstacles to people
voting and participating in the democratic project of a nation, if I love them and want
to serve them. I cannot imprison and incarcerate with no consideration of rehabili-
tation, if I love and want to serve people.

1 pray that God will raise up servants instead of leaders; people who serve their
country, neighbors, friends, and even their enemies because they want to love more
than they want to lead.”

© Yolanda Pierce

Rev. Yolanda Pierce, PhD is the Elmer G. Homrighausen Associate Professor of
African American Religion and Literature at Princeton Theological Seminary, and
Liaison with the Princeton University Center for African American Studies.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.Min, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org

Community Calendar

March 16-17

St. Paul MBC Men’s Day Weekend: Saturday Kick—off breakfast at 9 am; Sunday —
Sunday School at 9:25, morning service at 10:45 with Pastor James Willis, afternoon
service at4 pm with guests Rev. Robert Birt and the Glass City Church of God: 419-246-
1886

March 23

Easter Family Resource Event: Connecting families with local programs and non-
profits; Sponsored by the Ohio Assoc of Foodbanks; 1 to 4 pm; Believe Center: 419-917-
3884

April 9

Support for Family Caregivers: 7 to 9 pm; Relationship building, staying safely at
home, housing options and more; care4you?2 facilities: 419-517-7300

Beginning Genealogy Workshop Pt 1: Main Branch Library; 6 to 8 pm; An overview
of genealogy and U.S. Census records: 419-259-5233

April 10-12

Toledo District Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship International Intercessory
Prayer Conference: City of Zion, Mt. Zion Church; 6:30 pm; Speakers — Bishop Duane
Tisdale, Overseer Lanier Twyman, Bishop William Murphy: 419-246-1850

April 16

Support for Family Caregivers: 7 to 9 pm; Relationship building, staying safely at
home, housing options and more; care4you?2 facilities: 419-517-7300

Beginning Genealogy Workshop Pt. 2: Main Branch Library; 6 to 8 pm; An overview
of using magazines, newspapers and the Internet for research: 419-259-5233

April 20

Toledo’s Jazz Celebration Month Free Performance: Kent Branch Library; Noon to
5 pm; Jelise & Co, Chris Brown & Candice Coleman, The Gene Parker Quintet, Jim
Gottron Quartet: 567-249-6229

April 23
Support for Family Caregivers: 7 to 9 pm; Relationship building, staying safely at
home, housing options and more; care4you?2 facilities: 419-517-7300

April 26-28
Calvary Baptist Church Women’s Ministry 16th Spring Retreat: 419-531-9443 or
419-865-0019

May 4
National Train Day: Amtrak Station; 9:30 am to 4 pm; Tran cars, engines, food, music,
art & history, rides: 419-241-9155 ex 134

April 23
Support for Family Caregivers: 7 to 9 pm; Relationship building, staying safely at
home, housing options and more; care4you?2 facilities: 419-517-7300

May 4
National Train Day: Amtrak Station; 9:30 am to 4 pm; Tran cars, engines, food, music,
art & history, rides: 419-241-9155 ex 134
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Reducing Prescription Drug Costs for Consumers,
Saving Money for the Government

By U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown

Special to The Truth

Right now, everyone in
Washington is focused on fis-
calissues—getting our finan-
cial house in order. This is
something families in Ohio
have been dealing with for
some time. We know how to
do this. We can improve
health outcomes and simul-
taneously save money for our
consumers and for the fed-
eral government.

A couple of years ago,
Deborah, a constituent from
Columbus, lost her health
insurance. In a letter to me

she explained, “I have
asthma. MydAdvair costs
$240 per month from an
American pharmacy (with-
out insurance) compared to
$56 from Canada. This is
madness.” Frankly, Deborah
is right.

It is madness to deny
Americans the right to
affordably secure the medi-
cations they need to lead
healthier lives. But all too
often, many Ohioans, like
Deborah, know the toll high
prescription costs can take
on families. Whether it’s a
senior who falls into the so-
called ‘donut hole’ coverage
gap- a gap when private
Medicare Part D insurance
no longer covers prescrip-
tion drugs, or aretiree whose
name brand medication is
twice the cost of the generic
version, we need to ensure
that Ohioans have accessible
and affordable medication.

Fortunately, thanks to the
health law, Ohio families are
already saving money on pre-
scription drug costs. Reforms
from the health law saved
nearly 180,000 Ohio seniors
a combined $138.5 million
on their prescription drug
costs in 2012 alone. That
means the average Ohio ben-
eficiary saved $774 in 2012.
Since 2010, Ohio seniors
have saved more than $278
million.

When seniors are able to
afford theirmedications, they
are more likely to adhere to
doctor’s orders. That keeps
them healthier and keeps
costs down for themselves
and Medicare. Prior to the
law, far too many seniors
were skipping doses or cut-
ting pills inhalfbecause rent,
heat, and drug costs add up
quickly onaretiree’sincome.

But while the new health
law has made strides, there’s

more we can do to reduce
prescription drug costs and
help American citizens—and
the government —save
money.

First, we need to let the
Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) ne-
gotiate discounts on prescrip-
tion drugs for Medicare- just
like the VA can do for veter-
ans. If HHS had negotiating
power, then we could save
taxpayers an estimated $240
billion over the next 10 years.
Those funds would replace
about two and a halfyears of
sequestration’s painful cuts.
Allowing HHS to have parity
with the VA could help us
avert painful- and unsustain-
able- cuts to education, medi-
cal research, and Medicaid.

Next, we need to allow for
the safe re-importation of
prescription drugs. Now is
the time to have an adult con-
versation in Washington

about the costand health ben-
efits of drug re-importation,
ofimporting American-made
medicines from other coun-
tries. We mustrecognize that
affordability and accessibil-
ity can mean the difference
between patients taking a
medication for the prescribed
length of time and splitting
pillsin halfto make them last
longer.

Finally, we need toreduce
the amount of time that brand
name drug makers can sell
biologic drugs without com-
petition from generic drug
makers. Biologics — the vi-
tal drugs that treat Multiple
Sclerosis, arthritis, breast
cancer, and other illnesses—
are essential to countless
Ohioans. Last week, I talked
to a mother from Ravenna
whose nine year-old son has
hemophiliaand requires bio-
logic drugs. Thanks to the
new health law, her son can

maintain his coverage. Un-
fortunately, however, the co-
insurance still places an in-
credible burden on her fam-
ily.

Ensuring faster access to
low-cost generic biologics
isn’t just the right thing to do
for patients; it’s also the right
choice for our economy. If
we were to move from a 12-
year monopoly period to a
seven year exclusivity period
for brand name biologics,
then we could see some $3.5
billionin Medicare and Med-
icaid savings over a decade.

The steps are simple. If
we give HHS negotiating
power, allow the safe re-im-
portation of drugs, and re-
duce the monopoly period
brand name biologic drug
makers enjoy, we cansave an
estimated nearly $262 bil-
lion over ten years.

And even more impor-
tantly, we canhelp save lives.

March Is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month

By Michelle McCaster
Special to The Truth

March is National
Colorectal Cancer Aware-
ness Month. With that in
mind, have you had your
colorectal screening? Ac-
cording to recent studies,
African Americans are at
a higher risk for the dis-
case than other popula-
tions. And contrary to
popular belief, African
Americans should begin
their screenings at age 45.

Colorectal cancer is the
third most common can-
ceramong African-Ameri-
can men and women.
Factors such as diet and
tobacco use may increase
African Americans’ risk
of developing colon can-
cer. Genetic factors and
personal and family medi-
cal histories may also in-
crease a person’s risk for
colorectal cancer. That is
why it is vital to speak
with your primary health
care provider about your
family’s medical history
and share information re-
garding if relatives—par-
ents, brothers, sisters or
children—have had
colorectal cancer or
colorectal polyps.

The Northwest Ohio
Gastroenterology Associ-
ates located at 4841Mon-
roe St.isahighly respected
private practice gastroen-
terology group in the To-
ledo area. NWOGA con-
sists of four board certi-

fied physicians and three
certified nurse practitio-
ners complemented by a
highly trained clinical sup-
port staff.

The center is the only
freestanding endoscopy
clinic in the Toledo area
that utilizes anesthesia
professionals while pro-
viding acomfortable, safe,
state-of-the-art environ-
ment for the completion
of most endoscopic pro-
cedures.

In celebration of
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Colorectal Cancer Month
join us for March Mad-
ness in an effort to help
slam dunk colorectal can-
cer.

Don’tlet fearplay a fac-
tor and avoid getting
screened. Speak with your
physician about colorectal
screening and encourage
your family and friends to
do the same. You could
very well save the life of
someone close to you.
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Delta/AKA Fitness Challenge

Special to The Truth

In honor of Heart Health Month, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Incorporated, Toledo Alumnae Chapter and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Zeta Alpha Omega
Chapter are engaging in a fitness challenge to see which
organization can lose the highest percentage of weight.

The challenge weigh in took place at each sorority’s
February chapter meetings and at Mercy St. Anne’s Hospital
on Thursday, February 28 during which both organizations
came together for an evening of fun, health education, healthy

snacks and to gear up for the competition between TEAM
DELTA and TEAM AKA. The challenge officially started
on March 1, 2013 and will last for eight weeks.

Mercy has agreed to sponsor the challenge, provide health
screenings and will track each organization’s weight. Kristal
Barham, program coordinator for Chronic Disease Manage-
ment for Mercy, has been instrumental in assisting and
planning the event.

Mercy President & CEO and Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-

TUE 9pm

TOLEDO

THE

Lioledos.com | w

T

’Tm‘ml: Delta~

ity, Incorporated, Zeta Alpha Omega Chapter member, An-
drea R. Price, FACHE, will serve as the guest speaker at a
dinner scheduled for April at which she will commend the
ladies and discuss the importance of leading healthier
lifestyles.

Mercy is a faith-based healthcare system with a long-
standing mission to improve the health of our communities,
with an emphasis on the underserved. Mercy’s Community
Outreach Department aims to improve the health of the
community through programs that include health screenings
and health education.

The Chronic Disease Management program, known as
Mercy M.A.R.C., is one such program; it focuses on promot-
ing awareness of chronic disease management in the African-
American community. Statistics show that chronic disease
has an excessive impact on the minority population.

Mercy M.A.R.C. was designed to address this important
health issue as part of Mercy’s commitment to the health of
the community. African-American women have the highest
rates of being overweight and obese. In Lucas County, about

(Continued on Page 5)

o Toleds
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Delta/AKA Fitness Challenge

(Continued from Page 4)

four out of five African
American women are over-
weight or obese (Ohio De-
partment of Health, 2008).
For this reason Mercy
M.AR.C. teamed up with
members of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority and Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority to fo-
cus on addressing this health
disparity.

Michelle McCaster, Men-
taland Physical Health Com-
mittee chairman for Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority came
up with the idea to initiate the
challenge. Her vision for her
chapter is to become more
health conscience and states
“I wanted to encourage my
chapter to lead healthier
lifestyles and I thought it
would also be a great idea to
include the AKAs to so do as
well. Our national president
Cynthia M.A. Butler-

are not very healthy. This in
turn affects our families, thus
affecting their healthas well.”

McCaster went even so
far as to have her committee
sponsor their chapter meal.
They employed the assistance
of Chef Stan Griffin to share
his culinary skills and exper-
tise. Chef Stan who suffered
several strokes and was basi-
cally forced to change his
lifestyles and eating habits
served the ladies and ad-
dressed questions about
healthy eating tips and meal
preparation .

Erin Baker, Health Initia-
tives Committee chairman for
Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, says:” the Weight Loss
Challenge is a great opportu-
nity for the membership to
get pink, green and lean in
2013 through better personal
fitness and healthy lifestyle

education materials are dis-
tributed and group exercises
are led by local fitness in-
structors from Extreme Re-
sults, Super Fitness and
Beach Body.

The chapter was recently
featured for their “Pink Goes
Red for the Day” program
which strives to bring aware-
ness to prevention and treat-
ment options ofheart disease
which disproportionately af-
fects women and minorities.

Overthe next eight weeks,
the AKA Health Initiatives
committee will be hosting
“Ladies Night Out” at vari-
ous locations to introduce
women to the many ways to
get healthy from an exercise
class to the dance floor. In
addition, they will be hold-
ing the “Move MORE: Pretty
Girls Sweat Workshop” at
the Boys and Girls Club

Mclntyre encourages foster-
ing partnerships and this is
an awesome way for the two
organizations to come to-
gether and impact the com-
munity. This event would
engage us in a friendly com-
petition, foster relationships
amongst the organizations
and encourage our members
to become more health con-
science. . As professional
women, we tend to some-
times cut corners and eat fast
food or prepare meals that

choices.” This is highly pro-
moted through the
organization’s national ini-
tiative which supports treat-
ment, awareness and advo-
cacy campaigns to reduce
health disparities, save lives
and impacthealthrelated leg-
islation.

For the past three years,
AlphaKappa Alpha Sorority
has co-sponsored the Move
MORE Health and Wellness
Fair. The eventannually hosts
100 attendees where health

where group exercises will
be led by local fitness in-
structors from Extreme Re-
sults and the focus will be
the healthy empowerment
of young girls.

Baker says that she
“looks forward to the chal-
lenge promoting sisterhood
under the unifying topic of
our health. This is an op-
portunity for sorority mem-
bers, mothers, sisters, aunts
to come together in order to
serve as role models of

T Dt
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healthier lifestyles for young
girls.”

Each organization has its
own strategy which it will
employ in order to motivate
and encourage its members
to lose weight. Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority’s members are
extremely excited about the
challenge. McCaster says
that “We are fired up and
ready to go!” She says she
plans to send out weekly in-
spirational messages, simple
quick meals and exercise tips
in an effort to encourage her
chapter members.

Delta Sigma Theta has
employed the assistance of
fitness guru Erika White and

encourages members to also
utilize the YWCA’s Heart
Plus program. The program
offers an economical weight
loss alternative, a health
screening and diet tips.
White also plans to put on
Zumba and yoga classes in
which the general public will
be invited in an effort to en-
courage other women main-
tain healthier lifestyles.
McCaster emphasizes the
fact that “Although this is a
challenge, the main focus is
to encourage women to get
fitand maintain healthier eat-
ing habits. Ido plan to push
my chapter hard. We are cel-
ebrating our 100" Anniver-

t 15 Tax Time!

Tax scason is finally here!
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sary is this year and I want
our chapter to be fitand fabu-
lous for our convention in
July.”

These two organizations
are to be commended on their
efforts to get fit at a time
when most people tend to
lose momentum from the
New Year’s Resolution they
made. Stay tuned over the
next eight weeks to see
TEAM DELTA or TEAM
AKA walk away with the
win!!!

Ed. Note: Michelle
McCaster, Erin Baker and
Kristal Barham all contrib-
uted to this report

Todedo, OH 43607
4149-255°HETE

Pufdene Berer Eures




The

March 13, 2013

Sojourner’s

Education Section ¢ Education Section ¢ Education Section ¢ Education Section ¢ Education Section ¢ Education Section

Author Jamaica Kincaid to kick off Spring 2013 Authors!

Authors!

By Rhonda B. Sewell, Library Media Relations Coordinator

The Truth Contributor

Three powerful authors —
a Caribbean novelist and
double  PEN/Faulkner
Award for Fiction nominee,
an American historian spe-
cializing in United States
presidents and Pulitzer Prize
finalist, and the final appear-
ance, a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author and former New
York Times columnist, are
all scheduled for the 2013
Spring Authors! Authors!
series presented by The
Blade and arranged by the
Toledo-Lucas County Pub-
lic Library. This series is
now in its 19th year as an
exciting community event.

The 2013 Spring series is
scheduled to kick-off on
Thursday, March 28 in the
McMaster Center of Main
Library, 325 Michigan St.,
with Jamaica Kincaid, a
Caribbean novelist born in
St. John’s in Antigua. The
award-winning novelist, re-
ceiver of the Lannan Liter-
ary Award for Fiction, the
Lila Wallace-Reader’s Di-
gest Award and others, has

written works that are known
to be loosely autobiographi-
cal. Her 1984 work At the
Bottom of the River and her
1995 work The Autobiogra-
phy of My Mother were both
nominated for the presti-
gious PEN/Faulkner Award
for Fiction.

Kincaid’s distinct voice
explores various subjects
from colonialism to mother-
daughter relationships. In
1973, the author —born
Elaine Cynthia Potter
Richardson - changed her
name to Jamaica Kincaid in
order to write anonymously.
That year Kincaid’s first
published piece, an inter-
view with Gloria Steinem,
led to a series of articles
titled “When I was Seven-
teen.”

For three years, Kincaid
worked as a freelance writer
until William Shawn, the edi-
tor of the New Yorker, hired
her as a staff writer. In time
she took over the “Talk of
the Town” column. Encour-
aged by her editor, Kincaid

began to write fiction, which
was often published as in-
stallments in the New Yorker.

Kincaid’s first collection
of short stories, At the Bot-
tom of the River (1983), won
the Morton Dauwen Zabel
Award of the American
Academy and Institute of
Arts and Letters. The pre-
dominately autobiographi-
cal Annie John (1985) was
critically acclaimed for its
universal appeal as a com-
ing-of-age story and for its
treatment of indigenous Car-
ibbean culture.

Following Kincaid’s ap-
pearance is the next Authors!
Authors! date scheduled
Thursday, April 18 —also in
the McMaster Center at
Main — with an American
historian who specializes in
United States presidents,
Richard Norton Smith.

Smith’s first major book,
Thomas E. Dewey and His
Times, was a finalist for the
1983 Pulitzer Prize. He has
also written An Uncommon
Man: The Triumph of

friendship with books.

Help Your Child Learn To
Love Reading

When children realize that reading is an adventure, a whole universe of possibilities
blossoms for them. These ideas may help you inspire your children to develop a lifelong

* Read the news. Children need to know there’s more to the news than a 30-second
sound bite. Newspapers, magazines and online articles can give kids in-depth details to
satisfy their curiosity. Read an article together and help your children with difficult
words or abstract concepts.

*Readaloud with your children. In young children, it nurtures an interest in language,
words and communication. For older kids, reading together can be a fun way to develop
reading skills and create a basis for discussions.

« Collect books and digital news. Encourage your children to create their own
treasure trove of books and online resources. Look for books at yard sales, in the book
section at bargain stores, at the grocery store—wherever you can find them. Create a list
of websites and online resources that spark your child’s imagination.

« Turn vocabulary from a grind to a giggle by creating word games. Compile a word
list or ask your children’s teacher for one and make daily or weekly vocabulary games.

« Encourage children to write original stories and illustrate them with their own
drawings.

« Visit the free interactive, reading motivational program online at
www.BookAdventure.com. Students choose their own books from more than 8,500
titles, take short quizzes and redeem points for prizes. The site was created by Sylvan
Learning, the leading provider of tutoring to students of all ages, grades and skill levels.

A good time to make the commitment to read every day is March 1, 2013, the
National Education Association’s official Read Across America day—but any day is a
good one to read.

Herbert Hoover, The
Harvard Century: The Mak-
ing of a University to a Na-
tion and Patriarch: George
Washington and the New
American Nation.

In June 1997, Houghton
Mifflin published Smith’s
The Colonel: The Life and
Legend of Robert R.
McCormick, whichreceived
the prestigious Goldsmith
Prize awarded by Harvard’s
John F. Kennedy School.

On Wednesday, May 8
in the Stranahan Theater,
4645 Heatherdowns Blvd.,
Pulitzer Prize-winning au-
thor Anna Quindlen, is

scheduled. She is the author
of five bestselling novels,
including One True Thing,
Rise and Shine, and Black
and Blue, and seven non-
fiction books, including Liv-
ing Out Loud, andHow
Reading Changed My Life.
Her New York Times col-
umn “Public and Private”
won the Pulitzer Prize in
1992. From 2000-2009, she
wrote the “Last Word” col-
umn for Newsweek.
Quindlen will be unable to
sign books after her talk.

All three authors will ap-
pear at 7 p.m. on their re-
spective dates/locations.

Tickets for these appear-
ances are $10 per person, $8
for students. Tickets are
available for purchase at all
Toledo-Lucas County Pub-
lic Library locations and are
limited in quantity.

“Year after year, the
Blade and the Library bring
you the best in contempo-
rary authors and
writers,’said Library Direc-
tor Clyde Scoles. “We are
proud to welcome these three
powerful, accomplished au-
thors to Toledo and look
forward to seeing everyone
for another great season.”

Each program features an
hour-long speechand a ques-
tion-and-answer session pre-
sented by the featured au-
thor. Authors! Authors! wel-
comes bestselling authors to
Toledo as they discuss their
books and careers, answer
questions, and sign books.
(NOTE: For the 2013
Spring series, Anna
Quindlen will be unable to
sign books after her talk).
Books provided by Barnes&
Noble will be available for
purchase at each program.
Past Authors! Authors! pre-
senters have included Mary
Higgins Clark, Robert

Kennedy, Jr., Terry
McMillan, David Gergen,
and John Updike.

NOTE: For additional
information visit
toledolibrary.org, or call
419.259.5200.
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Laneta Goings: Jefferson Award Winner Gets Things Done

By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editorials

Want to get something done in the City of Toledo? Get
a hold of Laneta Goings, a go-to person if ever there was
one.

Goings doesn’t just sign up for civic activities and
organizations. When she signs up for community service,
she’s all in. A force of nature.

And when she’s leading the effort, serving as the
chairman, for example, that event is going to be success-
ful. Count on it.

Goings, for example, was president of the YWCA
board of directors when that organization’s Milestones: A
Tribute To Women Awards Luncheon began 18 years
ago.

She served as centennial chairman for the Toledo
Zoological Society in 2000, during that very important
time.

She has served as the chaiman of banquet committees
for the Greater Toledo Urban League and as a member of
more committees than we can list here.

She was a founding member of the Northwest Ohio
Black Media Association and currently serves on the
board of directors for the Toledo African American
Chamber of Commerce which was recently re-organized.

For her community efforts, Goings has been named a
2013 Jefferson Award winner, an event sponsored by The
Blade, Buckeye CableSystem, WGTV 13abc, Leadership
Toledo and Waterford Bank.

Sometimes called the “Noble Prize” for community
service, the Jefferson Awards honor and recognize
volunteerism and public service. Goings is one of four
local winners, one of whom will be selected by a national
committee to represent the region in the national compe-
tition later this year.
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The other regional finalists were Tony Siebeneck,
executive director of Feed Lucas County Children, Inc;
Dean Ludwig, founder of The University of Toledo’s
Center for Family Business and Joan Durgin, founder of
the Polly Fox Academy for pregnant teenagers.

Goings was specifically noted for her latest achieve-
ment, launching, with her grandson L. Toure McCord,
Books 4 Buddies, a group that collects new and gently
used books to be distributed to youngsters in the area.

There were 61 individuals nominated for this area’s

Jefferson Awards, the four winners were selected from 14
finalists.

“I’m honored and humbled,” says Goings noting that
Clyde Scoles, director of the Toledo-Lucas County Poublic
Library and one of the individuals who has assisted in the
formation of Books 4 Buddies, nominated her for the

Thurs., -
Mar. 28, -
-, 2013 7

YL

MAIN LIBRARY, 7

award.

The notion for Books 4 Buddies started when Toure
was in the third grade — he’s 15 now and a resident of
Cincinnati. In a discussion with his grandmother, Toure
spoke of how he could help other kids when he got older.

That early discussion came to fruition in early 2012
when Books 4 Buddies came to life.

“Boys are not reading,” says Goings. “They become
distracted. So we are focusing on the third grade and up
and giving new and gently used books to boys to inspire
them to become life-long readers.We believe that by
putting books in their hands, we can make a difference in
their lives.”

In order to keep the organization humming, Goings
and Toure formed a team of ambassadors, local studdents
who volunteer their time to get the books collected and
distributed.

Help came from The Library, The Blade, Cedar Creek
Church and Taylor Auto, says Goings, and in the first
year, 30,000 books were donated from these and other
sources, far exceeding Goings’ expectations.

“What’s special are 12 amazing young men who have
gone above and beyond the call of duty,” she says of those
ambassadors.

Adults such as Scoles, Sheriff John Tharp, Baldemar
Velasquez (founder and president of the Farm Labor
Organizing Committee), Richard Jackson (retired Toledo
Public Schools administrator), Jim Funk (former director
of Reads for Literacy) — to name a few - have also been
instumental in making Books 4 Buddis a success..

Tharp, for example, has placed the books in his depu-
ties’ cars for distribution as they are on their shifts.

(Continued on Page 9)

Jamaica Kincaid
WRITER, PROFESSOR

Kincaid skiffully and elegantly tempers the
boundary between poetry and prose. Using life
to inspire fiction, Kincaid often explores the
complexity of redationships in her writing. She
has carved out 3 unique and chetished place
in the Américan fiterary landscape
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Sorority Hosts Symposium to Empower and Engage
Toledo Youth

By Artisha Lawson
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Youth of Toledo partici-
pated in the annual sympo-
sium sponsored by the local
chapter of Sigma Gamma
Rho Sorority, Inc. ITota
Theta Sigma chapter which
focused on the national
theme “H® It’s All About
Me: Healthy Choices,
Healthy Living, and Healthy
Generations.”

Toledo area organiza-
tions and facilitators were
present to discuss and
present different topics that
impact youth. Wanda Butts
and The Josh Project shared
information about swim
safety and myths related to
African Americans ability
to swim and water fears. To-
ledo Technology Academy
students talked about engi-
neering and sciences
through a senior project pre-
sentation.

Promedica’s Teen PEP
engaged youth and their par-
ents about teen dating vio-
lence, bullying, and conflict
resolution through skits and
dialogue. “I’ve had friends
experience teen dating vio-
lence. I joined Teen PEP to
get the word out about
what’s healthy and not, so
they can get out. There are
many signs of an unhealthy
relationship, like control-
ling, yelling or hitting items,
it is also a sign of abuse,”

shared Tyshalla Lawrence,
a Teen PEP member.

Teen PEP currently op-
erates in 14 Lucas County
schools and is sponsored by
Toledo Children’s Hospi-
tal and grant funding. The
school teams meet weekly,
discuss current issues and
then create skits that address
those issues. Eight Teen
PEP members led different
scenario skits explaining
healthy and non-healthy ac-
tions and reactions.

“The bullying skit is im-
portant because most people
who are bullying feel like
they have no one to talk to.
Someone always care about
a victim’s safety, but more
people should care because
it would lessen teen sui-

cides. Teen PEP would be
there for them, teachers,
adults, parents, counselors,
will help them,” explained
Dawasha Wainewright, a
Teen PEP member.

The symposium contin-
ued with Glass City Hus-
tlers, who taught attendees
two routines, and the pro-
gram announced the
sorority’s 2013 scholarship
recipient Brijette Smith.
Smith plans to attend Kent
State University this fall to
focus on dentistry and busi-
ness management, she
wasn’t present to accept the
award but her father thanked
the sorority.

“I want to thank the la-
dies of Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc. Iota Theta

WAL

Kim Grable leading
question portion
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Sigma Chapter. It’s a bless-
ing, Brijette texted me when
she wonand said ‘dad I'won
a scholarship” I was so ex-
cited for her. She plans to
become a dentist and also
open franchise,” said
Smith’s father.

Shawn Mahone of Young
Men and Women for
Change facilitated with a
program graduate the H?
pledge, a promise recited
by all attendees to inspire
their generation, become
more aware, continue learn-
ing, and positively influence
their community.

National Sigma Gamma
Rho Sorority, Inc. has spon-
sored the symposium for 16
years, locally Toledo chap-
ter held the symposium at
the Frederick Douglass
Community Association
building on March 9.

“This was a great event,
and great turn out. The num-
bers have increase steadily
over the years, which show
more community involve-
mentand organization part-
nerships. I want to thank

Frederick Douglass Com-
munity Association for al-
lowing us the use of the fa-
cility, and Sleepy Hollow,”
said Jan Scotlan, State Farm
agent.

Scotland encouraged his
athletes to attend today’s
symposium.

“I thank Promedica, To-
ledo Technology Academy,
and The Josh Project for
partnering with us again as
presenters. This symposium

is about the youth, it was
youth led and all I did was
facilitate. The youth who
attended pledged to lead
healthier lives, they were
engaged and empowered. I
am so proud of the Toledo
community for supporting
our 16" year,” said Kim-
berly Davis-Grable, sympo-
sium chairman.
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Laneta Going: Jefferson Award Winner Gets Things Done

(Continued from Page 7)

Goings with a few
unbassadors

And the response from
inner city kids has been
gratifying, she says.

“Wehave found thatkids
don’t care if books are new
or gently used; they can’t
believe that they are getting
them free,” she says.

One of the next steps for
the group to take is to re-
visit those sites and try to
assess the impact of the
donations, to uncover, says
Goings, “what have they
done with the books.”

In the meantime, Books
4 Buddies needs more am-
bassadors and they are start-
ing a search for tutors.

Anyone who knows Go-
ings can hardly be surprised
by the success of this latest
project. By dint of what she
acknowledges is a Type A
personality, she gets things
done.

Goings became involved
with the African American
Legacy Projectover the past
few years and, by leading -
the group’s annual
fundraising banquet event,

ydis| BIG TASTE
LOW PRICES

o

miwed meal

helped increase attendance
from a few hundred attend- B A I l Rl fonsh Whet B
ees to over 600 in recent Wtepre Wims Meeind h
years. H{]Hns

Goings earned an under-

graduate degree from UT

and was with The Blade for 41?&450.3‘335
many years, retiring in E 'l FH E
2001. She had served there 4]9' 4 L E
also as the vice president of
The Blade Foundation.

Goings and her husband,
Bill Goings, own and oper-

624 Adams
ate Apex Micrographics, Toledo, OH 43604

and she is also a licensed
realtor with Wells Bowen.

They have two daugh- T'I B tt Ball Bands
ters, Robin, a flight atten- na u 5 Frefessional
dant who lives in Los An-
geles, and Andrea, a medi- E"Hﬂur S‘ErUIEE
cal doctor in Cincinnati. Servicing &l of Dhia
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Owens Community College Toledo-area Campus Hosted
Northwest Ohio’s Largest College Preview Night

Special to The Truth

More than 100 public and
private colleges and univer-
sities from Ohio and the
multi-state area visited the
Toledo area as Owens Com-
munity College served as host
to northwest Ohio’s largest
College Preview Night on
Wednesday, March 6.

Established in 1987, the
event occurred from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. and was sponsored
by the counseling staffs of 20
local high schools and
Owens. College tables were
be set up in Owens’ Student
Health and Activities Center
and presentations were held
in the Center for Fine and
Performing Arts.

While mostofthe colleges
represented at the event were
from Ohio, representatives
were also present from insti-
tutions as far away as New
York, New Jersey and Colo-
rado.

“College Preview Night
is a great chance for high
school students and their par-
ents, as wellas adult students,
to visit with admissions rep-
resentatives and learn about
the various educational op-
portunities available at col-
leges and universities

FlmuarmiEs |

S0, et

throughout the surrounding
region,” said Kari Morgan,
Owens Admissions Repre-
sentative. “Owens Commu-
nity College is proud to once
again work with area high
schools in sponsoring an
event that will aid students in
choosing their career path.”

The event provided thou-
sands of prospective students
the opportunity to visit with
various college and univer-
sity representatives and pick
up important information
about admission require-
ments. Individuals also
learned about financial aid,
student activities, academic

7 -0

r T hime

program offerings, athletic
eligibility and accommoda-
tions for students with spe-
cial needs.

Informational sessions
occurred throughout the
evening. Attendees could
hear presentations on finan-
cial aid, online financial aid
resources, preparing for the
ACT test, preparing to trans-
fer from one academic insti-
tution to another, college ath-
letics and admission to mili-
tary academies and the
ROTC.

In addition, representa-
tives from local financial in-
stitutions were present to pro-

PecplexSEmReady!

vide information on student
loans and high school coun-
selors were available during
the event to answer general

college questions. Represen-
tatives of the various mili-
tary branches were also on
hand to discuss admission to

military academies, the
ROTC and other scholarship-
related programs.

Owens Community
College to Assist Local
Residents With Children’s
Clothing Swap Outreach
Event, March 19

Special to The Truth

Owens Community College stu-
dents are reaching out to those indi-
viduals in the surrounding communi-
ties with a limited clothing budget by
hosting a children’s clothing swap
event titled “Swap-It-Up” on Tues-
day, March 19.

The clothing swap is being pre-
sented by the College’s Student Ac-
tivities Office and will take place
from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. in the Audio/
Visual Classroom Center Rooms 125-128 on the Toledo-area Campus. Owens is
located on Oregon Road in Perrysburg Township. The daylong event is free and open
to the public.

“Owens Community College is proud to once again serve as host to an event
benefiting individuals in our communities who have a limited clothing budget,” said
Nicole Buccalo, Owens Student Activities Assistant. “I encourage individuals to
donate their unnecessary clothes, while at the same time look for those hard-to-find
items.”

Attendees are encouraged to bring gently used, folded clothing of all sizes for
children to the community outreach event. Items being accepted as part of the “Swap-
It-Up” initiative are pants, dresses, shoes, skirts, jackets, shorts, short sleeve shirts,
long sleeve shirts, ties and onesies, among other items.

All donated items must be freshly laundered and the clothing swap is not accepting
clothing with visible stains, holes, broken zippers and missing buttons. Individuals will
be given a ticket voucher for each item donated to the “Swap-It-Up” event. The ticket
voucher will enable attendees to choose from the already donated clothing selection.

Any items not claimed during the clothing swap event will be donated to Cherry
Street Mission Ministries.

For more information about the clothing swap event, call (567) 661-2994 or
1-800-GO-OWENS, Ext. 2994.
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University of Toledo Graduate Certificate in Elder Law

Special to The Truth

The average 65 year-
old American today can
expect to live to about 85.
As a result, one would be
hard pressed to find a job
inthe service sector which
would not involve dealing
at least in part with the
elderly and for which one
would not be better quali-

fied with at least some
level of education in elder
law.

In response to this de-
mand, the Legal Special-
ties Program in the Col-
lege of Human Service
Professions at the Univer-
sity of Toledo, in coopera-
tion with UT’s Center for

Successful Aging in the
College of Medicine is
proud to offer the Online
Graduate Certificate in El-
der Law.

Recognizing that indi-
viduals are continually at-
tempting to balance per-
sonal and professional re-
sponsibilities, the entire
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program, as the name in-
dicates, is offered online
and consists of five
classes, all of which can
be completed in just two
semesters. Courses are ac-
cessible 24/7 through dis-
tance education methods
over the Internet.

Three legal classes, Le-
gal Issues for the Elderly,
Elder Health Law and
Ethical Issues and a
Guided Study in Elder Law
Topics are offered in the
summer session. Legal Is-
sues for the Elderly covers
wills, trusts, estate admin-
istration, powers of attor-
ney, guardianships, ad-
vance directives (health
care powers of attorney,
etc.), Social Security,
Medicare, Medicaid,

grandparent’s rights and
legal issues involved in
late-in-life marriages.
Elder Health Care Law
focuses on the ethical is-
suesinvolvedinlegal prac-
tice with elderly clients,

age discrimination in em-
ployment, health care and
long term care for the eld-
erly, income maintenance,
and elder abuse.

The Guided Study in El-
der Law is a vehicle for
exploration of elder law
topics chosen by the stu-
dents, with the approval
of the faculty, which may
not have been covered in
significant depth in the
other courses. Examples
have included a compari-
son of the laws of various
states on such issues as
end-of-life decision mak-
ing and elder abuse. Stu-
dents are given the oppor-
tunity to create a project
that explores their inter-
ests and suits their par-
ticular needs and/or rea-
sons for enrolling in the
Elder Law Certificate Pro-
gram.

\The other two classes,
Health and Aging and Is-
sues in Contemporary
Gerontological Practice

are offered each fall se-
mester. Health and Aging
is designed to investigate
health related issues in
older adults, including the
psychosocial aspects of
disability and disease.
Practical application of the
material is emphasized. Is-
sues in Contemporary
Gerontological Practice
explore introductory is-
sues in older adults. Bio-
logical, psychological and
sociological perspectives
of aging are addressed.
To see a short video re-
garding this new program,
go to: http://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PWfOVX6kWe4
or for more information
contact Assoc. Prof.
Michael J. Spiros, Esq. at
mspiros@utoledo.edu or
Debra O’Connell at

DebraOConnell@utoledo.edu.
or call 419-530-5421.
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All | Did Was Shoot My Man by Walter Mosley

c.2012, New American Library  $15.00 / $16.00 Canada

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

The dirty glasses
haven’t quite made it to
the kitchen yet.

They’re still commun-
ing with last weeks’ news-
paper in the living room,
while dust bunnies dance
with cookie crumbs strewn
on the carpet. Forgotten
toys lie everywhere and
your sweatshirt is right
where you leftit, balled up
as a pillow on the sofa.

So you made a mess.
It’s called “living,” you’re
not ashamed, and you’ll
deal with it later. But in
the novel All I Did Was
Shoot My Man by Walter
Mosley, another mess
needs cleaning up soon -
or somebody dies.

Zella Grisham always
said that she was innocent.

Yes, it was her storage
unit that had held some of
the $58 million stolen from
acapital holding firm nine
years ago. Yes, she’d shot
her boyfriend three times

FELK BEHINLDY THE CLIRT

I"HAS HILS LY

To b added to Eha vt it emall
{anbianiBawlcy o yabhoo.coim

THE BLADE

for cheating on her with
her best friend, but the
heist? No, Zella always
claimed she didn’t have
anything to do with that.

Leonard T. McGill be-
lieved her. Hebelieved her
because it was he who set
her up to take the fall for
grand larceny.

It was a scam that
McGill had pulled before
without problem but this
time, it looked like there
was trouble. With Zella
out of prison, there were
people who wanted to talk
with her, a lot of people
who figured that she knew
where the rest of the cash
was. They figured McGill
did, too, because he was
suddenly involved with
Zella and he was not
known for being squeaky-
clean.

What they didn’t know
— and neither did Zella —
was that McGill was also
the one who sprung her
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from prison.

But in the midst of sort-
ing outthe mess, and while
trying to keep Zella pro-
tected from thugs,
McGill’s biggest nemesis
warned him that he wasn’t
safe. Three other men sus-
pected of planning the
heist were all dead, and it
appeared that someone
wanted McGill to join
them. That notion was un-
derscored when two pro-
fessional gunmen broke
into his house in the middle
of the night with assassi-
nation on their minds.

Through the years, Le-
onid McGill had annoyed
alotofpeopleinNew York
City. Sure, he had enemies.
But this time, he wasn’t
sure who the enemy was.

There’s something
about a Leonid McGill
mystery thatI truly dolove.

Maybe it’s that author
Walter Mosley strongly re-
minds hisreaders of trench

327 pages
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coats, black-and-white
movies, rainy streets, and
Maltese falcons, even
though this book is set in
modern-day New York. Or
maybe it’s that his main
character is smart, wise,
and cooler than a polar
bear’s nose. Then again, I
might love this series be-
cause, each time, Mosley
gives his readers a little
more about McGill and his
(under)world, which only
makes us want to visit it
again and again.

Now out in paperback,
All I Did Was Shoot My
Man is the latest in the
McGill series but it can be
read as astandalone novel.
If you’re a fan of noir,
you’ll want it... because
missing this book would
be a dirty shame.

Ohio Legislative Black
Caucus Cautiously Optimistic
after Governor Restores
Minority Business Enterprise

Division

Governor yields to OLBC demands on MBE

The Ohio Legislative
Black Caucus (OLBC) con-
cluded the first of what it
hopes will be quarterly meet-
ings with Governor John R.
Kasich and his administra-
tion, with mixed results. The
meeting was held inresponse
to OLBC’s Day of Action
press conference, in which
members of the caucus laid
out an action plan with poli-
ciesoneducation, health care,
jobs, voting rights, and chal-
lenged the Administration’s
initial decisions on minority
business.

“lappreciate the dialogue
with the Governor on the

OLBC Action Plan and was
happy to walk into the meet-
ing witha mutual understand-
ing on Medicaid expansion,”
said OLBC President, Rep.
AliciaReece (D-Cincinnati).
“We had further agreement
around the importance of
early childhood education,
but disagreed on how to de-
liverit. Finally, on workforce
development, OLBC agrees
with the Governor that jobs
are the top priority, but we
are concerned about budget-
ary discrepancies in program
funding.”

Though the Governor was
generous with his time and

WE ARE A FULL
SERVICE
BUSINESS
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Auto
Leasing
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restoring the MBE division,
OLBC’s concerns regarding
universal early childhood
education, Republicanrecal-
citrance on the Medicaid ex-
pansion and workforce de-
velopmentin African Ameri-
can communities remain top
priorities with challenges that
cannotberesolvedinasingle
meeting.

“Though I am disturbed
by the fact that the Governor
was unaware of the elimina-
tion of an entire division, [
am pleased that the MBE di-
vision and budget appropria-
tion shall be restored,” said
Rep. Tracy Maxwell Heard
(D-Columbus). “Acknowl-
edging that, there still remain
many administrative and pro-
cedural disputes following
existing code and compliance
metrics.”

“I remain hopeful that
OLBC will have opportunity
toengage the Administration
in productive ways that will
yield legitimate outcomes.
There yetremains much work
to be done,” Rep. Reece
added.
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What The Hell Happened?? Toledo’s Music Scene In
Decline

By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

From 2009 to 2011,
Toledo’s urban music scene
thrived with possibility and
promise.

The foundation was laid
inthe 80s by people like Lyte
N Rod, Keith Success, The
United Soul Brothers and
Tommy Kaye. WJUC and
later on WJZE gave our en-
tertainment scene a constant
presence onradio and helped
create a standard. Through
the mid 2000s you could see
things starting to take shape.
A growing number of artists,
producers, promoters, club
owners,radio DJ’s, clubDJ’s,
vocal coaches, studio own-
ers, engineers, etc.

But the artists weren’t
polished, and a lot of the
music sucked.

You had break out talents
like Ray Stone, Swagga
Boyz, Sir Verse and many
others throughout those years
who really showed it was
possible to gain momentum
but the music scene itselfjust
didn’t find its bloom season.

We had all the makings of
a viable music scene, but
during much of the mid
2000’s there was basically
no way to move up the ranks
and be a part of it if you
weren’t already a part of it.

But in 20009, it all started
to come together.

In 2009 something
clicked.

That’s the year we started
to figure out what Atlanta,
Detroit and St. Louis have
known for years:

From 2009 to 2011 this
city’s entertainment scene
blossomed and expanded at
a hectic pace.

Don’t think of me as a
reporter or journalist because
that’s not my title and not
how I'wound up writing these
articles. I know this city’s
entertainment scene because
I’'m part of it, beyond being a
columnist for The Truth.
Having my own label and
artists is what has put me
shoulder to shoulder with
Toledo’s music scene for
years. I’ve seen the various
ups and downs from the front
lines.

I can tell you first hand,
that there was so much activ-
ity and hustle and bustle here
that even major labels were
starting to notice.

But what happened?

How did the scene go from
rapid expansion to damn near
complete stagnation?

Since 2011 things have
gone downhill. The places to
perform have dried up, the
access to tastemakers has
been sealed off and the cli-
mate of various crews all of-
fering their own brand of lo-
cal flavor has cooled off con-
siderably.

Throughoutitall, my part-
ner Adonis Lavale and T have
been able to forge a few alli-
ances with other people
grinding torealize their goals
in the music industry.

Two of the people I've
always respected most are
Yung Prof and Tracy.

I’ve featured them both
numerous times in The Truth.
In fact Tracy has appeared
more in this paper than any
other artist in this city.

ButIrespect Tracy for his
honesty, commitment to his
craft and approach to the

music game.

Also Prof is one of the
hardest working, most ap-
proachable artists I've ever
met in my life.

While thinking on this
topic of the recent surge then
decline of Toledo’s music
scene, I wondered whom 1
could include to offer some
feedback.

The fact these guys were
both mainstays on the scene
at the time (and since), I felt
they were great people to get
some insight from.

I asked them each three
questions, keep reading to
check out their answers.

QUESTIONS:

#1. From 2009 to 2011
there were multiple places
for local acts to perform.
There were a lot of places
that offered quality local acts
achance to earna fan base...
what happened?

#2. Also from 2009 to
2011, the Toledo urban mu-
sic scene had a lot of crews/
labels. Some were actual
business entities, others were
informal collectives. What
happened?

#3. What changes do you
seeinthelocal entertainment
scene in the last three years?

Here are their answers.

TRACY

(singer/songwriter —
google: Tracy The Rarebreed
for music and info)

#1. Main St., Cloud 9,
Bijou, Mug Shots was cool.
A lot of places like The Pea-
cock, Erie St. Market, I’s
Palace and you can perform
anywhere you want if you
know the promoter or just
rent the spotand get the door.
It’s all about what you want.

#2. Yes the crew thing
kinda played out now. It
doesn’t work when you got
100000 artist with no man-
ager, real promo team or none

ofthatin place. It kinda turns
into the blind leading the
blind and I think a lot of
people figured that out and
went there own ways. Hustle
Hand is fam, we’re beyond
music. I got my own manager
and I respect how my people
hustle so I don’t expect them
to do things for me. Ifthey do
or I do for them it’s because
they asre my brothers/sisters.

#3 Yeah I see change ina
positive and negative light.
feel the music is better.
People are caring more about
what they drop and the qual-
ity and videos are dope but
complaining is at an all-time
high! We got cats who don’t
step out and support crying
and talking about “Toledo
don’t support.” I’ve seen
many artists support and
many notsupport, so the com-
plaining about “not enough”
shows irritates me too. People
have forgotten about net-
working and building rela-
tionships.

YUNG PROF

(rap artist— google: Yung
Prof for music and info)

#1. 1 think the few people
in Toledo that did attend lo-
cal shows got burned out af-
ter a while so they stopped
going to shows so the venues
stopped supporting local acts.

#2. When I had a crew we
disbanded because there was

toomuch disloyalty, notsure
if that’s taken place with any
other crew around. It also
seems like people gotburned
out on music because it
wasn’t going anywhere so
they broke off into other
things.

#3.What Tracy said sums
itup. Also people are getting
burned out because like he
said there’s no management
in place and no one has there
business in order. Most art-
ists don’t know about pub-
lishing, ISRCs, PROs, or
copyrights so people have
just been trying to skate up-
hill with broken wheels and
it got real old.

As for me and our com-
pany, Iremember vividly how
the city buzzing with so much
opportunity impacted us.

On more than a few occa-
sions, we would be perform-
ingattwo venues on the same
night!

Rushing off stage at one
place and racing across town
to get on stage somewhere
else.

Even just as fans, you
could hear some R&B at a
networking event and later
that night hit up Club Rocks
and see the more urban, hood
crowd. You could attend one
of the many spoken word
venues and see Toledo’sneo-
soul movement on full dis-
play ona Saturday night, then

African Art Has Arrived!!

Flmmalords ol worsd parvicgs from Ghase Rive roorely imised @l
The Treth Callery - mossks sbstmrs, wil ligs scrmes
41 uf unbrlsruadty lew pricest

See more arl online at
www. thetrulhtoledocom

wake up Sunday and attend a
workshop at one of the local
hotels where industry pro-
fessionals had been invited
to give local artists feedback
and advice.

I'mnottalking aboutsome
long, long ago far away time
period. I’'m talking just three
or four damn years ago!

We now have a growing
number of photographers,
choreographers, models and
graphic designers to add to
the already suffocating
amount of artists, producers
and promoters.

That gives us a lot of the
ingredients we need for a vi-
able local entertainment
scene but the sheer number
of people with no central way
establish a standard dilutes
the talent.

Trustme...notallDJ’scan
say they are the top DJ’s in
any city.

There is an art to playing
certain songs at certain times
and controlling the energy of
the crowd as well as the vibe
of an event.

In the same way just play-
ing music doesn’t make
someone a DJ, just rapping
or singing doesn’t make
someone anartist, just taking
pictures doesn’t make some-
one a model/photographer
andjustmaking flyers doesn’t

(Continued on Page 14)
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make someone a
graphic artist.

It’s about quality.
It’s about giving a shot
to those who are ready
and giving a gut check
to those who are not.

The worst part about
Toledo’s music scene
losing its momentum
is now every one is
their own island and
much deserved praise
as well as muchneeded

criticism usually won’t
reach people on their
own ish.

No matter what hap-
pens though, I'll al-
ways hold those few
years as some of most

fond memories. We
didn’t all get along all
the time, but there were
numerous crews/col-
lectives each with their
own unique offering to
the city’s vibe.

There was a hierar-
chy being established
(trust me, you need a
hierarchy).

There was a pan-
theon of bright and ris-
ing stars and enough
space for all to shine.

It wasn’t perfect by
any stretch of the
imagination, but... it
was cool while it
lasted.

Peace

mercunspeak@gmailcom

TPLACE

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May incfude other incentives if you purchase now! Unique two-story
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500
sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1 floor LNDY room, large
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

BLACK

i 2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!

Traditional financing & lease w/option

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for

owner ot tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks,
new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of large living
areas and lots of storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access

forshowings. - Geaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224
and follow me...
Your Guide To Home!!

Hillandale - $87,000 /REDUCED YOU'VE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR THIS! Ly, HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location, SCRE%I:’/ﬁgIRT'g%gm:ﬁ?mi;}sgkus’i < SECTION 8 WELCOME!!
location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one 170 101+ T-SHIRTS = £ Website: WWW»Whitt_gm“PrealtY-Com
floor. Lots of storage, private garage. One great unit. DESIGNS FOR ANY OCCASIONS: Reunions — Business — Schools Click on Featured Listings and Navigate
eaway Asset anagement Sports — Events — Civic — Youth ... rour reairy OR call 419.536.7377
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097 . 1@bex.net gi’:)’g/;’i"gi: ggg’; B SON 419-464-2361 Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive
Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements
Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -
~ www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
Traci Barner drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607
419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

T WITH TRUSTS

- PranistWamnted
Church looking for a dedicated,
responsible and dependable
Gospel Pianist to play for
Sunday morning services.

% Better Care Lawn &
% Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

General Practice
including
Criminal (Misdemeanor and Felony)
Traffic, DUI, Juvenile and Civil

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscapin;
Phone: 419.917.6440 * Fax: 419.754.3953

For more information contact: 419-215-9020 www.bettercarelawnservice.com L Litigation
David A. Baker
Houses For Rent Woodley Court - $259,000 Attorney at Law
Everything New: Paint, Carpet, 6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must . .
Sto}\lle R%:ﬁ'ig Section 8 (;I;( see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built 338?‘9”"1 (E)BIE St. gfﬂce 2} ggg;:&gg
MVP ,Pro erty Management for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer. Toled ugeh 43604 Faex" 41 9'244'6335
perty g eaway Asset Management oledo, Ohio ) : S
419-244-8566. Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097 Email:  davidbaker@dablawyer.com
> Good Credit or Bad | [F—= 2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
DEBT RELIEF? Need a Car? Traditional financing & lease w/option
. available for some.
T
CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY New or Used Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224

Call JP the Stork

and follow me...

$650.00 plus court costs 411{8.1;;})1.\6%’53 Your Guide To Home!!
FREE ADVICE e = m o
-Di : reat First Home!!!
ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER Wanted to Buy:Diabetes Supplies 2028 E. London Square - Toledo, Ohio 43606

Earn up to $12 per box of 100 test stripsMust
expire after August2012. Leave labels on boxes.We
remove and shred.Call 419-740-7162 and leave
message.

4 bd and 2 full Baths, Living rm and Formal Dining rm
Lots of potential with your improvements
Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company
Office 419.350.7514

419-249-2703
a debt relief agency per the bky code
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BUS TRIP

Bus trip to Sweetie Pie’s Soul Food Restaurant
and Hollywood Casino StLouis. The Costis $150.00
per person this includes transportation, your meal at
Sweetie Pies, also pays for Breakfast Sunday Morn-
ing, and Drinks and Snacks during the trip. All pricing
is based on double hotel occupancy. Deadline April
20. Contact Chris for more information. 419-322-
1194

Sell Jewelry That Sells Itself

Not a salesperson? No problem! Make extra
income as a Silpada Representative selling Sterling
Silver Jewelry so beautiful it sells itself. You'll earn
free jewelry bonuses and trips, not to mention 30%
commission on your sales. Become a Silpada Rep-
resentative today! Call 419-290-1832.

WANTED

@R ALEYE
WREEED, LB,
VEHEEUES
Call Us Last,

We Pay the Best!

419-297-3937
::ﬂ"{ F& Towing

DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSOR/CLINICAL
THERAPIST
Full-Time

Opportunity for an experienced Diagnostic As-
sessor/Clinical Therapist to complete diagnostic as-
sessments on an full-time basis. May provide group
and individual therapy to adults and children if need
exists.

Qualified candidates must have strong clinical
skills including the ability to make clinical decisions,
knowledge of thera—peutic principles and practices,
thorough knowledge of DSM-IV-TR and strong group
process skills. Masters degree and Ohio licensure
as an LPCC or LISW required.

Send resume with salary requirements or
apply to:
Human Resources - DA
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.

Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574

Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

Payroll Secretary —

Washington Local Schools. Must have minimum
of 5 years combined payroll training/work experi-
ence. Must apply online only at www.wls4kids.org
(employment link) by 4/7/2013.

NY Shopping Trip
April 12-14. Cost $100
Call Ms Kelly
419-810-9278

Safe-T-City Teachers

The Toledo Police Department is accepting re-
sumes for the position of “Teacher” for the 2013
summer Safe-T-City Program. Interested appli-
cants shall send their resume, home address, con-
tact information, copies of any/all teaching certifi-
cates and experience coordinating or instructing
child safety programs, and three (3) references
(include name, address, and telephone number of
each reference.) All information shall be submitted
to Toledo Police Department, Personnel and Public
Affairs Bureau, 525 N. Erie Street, 43604 by no later
than March 30th, 2013. EOE.

For Rent

Duplex, 3020 N. Detroit Spacious 2 bedroom 1
bath upper unit with balcony, washer/dryer hook
ups, large eat-in kitchen area, ADT sec, totally
remodeled last 3 years.

Must See! Rent $435 mon, tenant pays, elec/
gas, $835 moves you in!! Available Now!!! Visit
urgrentme.com or call 419-410-1119 for more info.

CALL TO PLACE YOUR AD
419.243.0007

@Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a sub-

sidized independent housing facility for those 62 or
older. We are located in a beautiful, quiet residential
setting in Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one bed-
room garden apartments with private patios, indoor
mailboxes, reserved parking and busing to local
grocery stores. Abundant Life is a smoke free facil-
ity.

Applications are now being accepted

Call 419-874-4371

INTAKE SCREENER
Part-Time (25 hours/week)

Opportunity forexperienced individual to respond
to calls regarding available services. Position will
screen clients, gather information and assist clients
by providing information about resources available
in the community when services are not available.

Qualified candidates must have excellent com-
munication skills, the ability to utilize crisis interven-
tion techniques, strong organizational skills and
computer competency including the utilization of an
electronic health record.

Prior experience working in admissions/intake
and with individuals with mental health or substance
abuse issues is required. Licensure as a Social
Work Assistant (SWA) in Ohio is preferred.

Send resume with salary requirements or apply
to:

Human Resources - IS

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.

Toledo, OH 43605

Fax: 419-936-7574

Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

For Rent
2 bedroom extra clean. One Level. Living room,
dining room, kitchen. 1 bath. $400 month. 1130
Vance 419-902-2168

Attention Seniors:
House(s) For Rent.
Two Bedroom
One level just renovated.
Call (419) 708-2340

For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom apartments. All electric.
3120 North Ontario
Call (419)708-2340 Dee

Urban Farm Manager

Toledo CDC is looking for an Urban Farm Man-
ager. Please see website for detailed job descrip-
tion. Anyone interested in position, go to
www.toledocdc.org, select the “contact us” button
and complete the contact form. Be sure to put in the
message box that you are interested in Urban Farm
Managing and briefly list your experience.

DEADLINE February 28,2013. RESUMES ARE
WELCOME. NO PHONE CALLS OR WALK-INS!
NO EXCEPTIONS

Weekend Personality for URBan Radio
Broadcasting’s WIMX-FM

URBan Radio Broadcasting Toledo Ohio has an
immediate opening for a Weekend talent for WIMX-
FM (Mix 95.7) The Best Variety of Hits and Oldies.
This position requires an experience person who
can entertain our adult audience. You must be very
organized, extremely motivated, driven and have a
burning desire to win. Working knowledge of digital
production equipmentis a must. This position is now
available and we will start an immediate interview
process. Please get us all the details about you and
your abilities for a on air shiftimmediately including
an air check. Send to:

Brandi Brown
Program Director
URBan Radio Broadcasting
720 Water St 4" Floor
Toledo OH 43614
or email your presentation along with your air
check to
Brandibrown@urbanradio.fm

For Rent
3 bedroom house — 298 W. Park
$550 Mo/Dep
Beautiful woodwork
Finished Attic/Basement
419-389-0780

THE WILLARD APARTMENTS

2257 Upton Avenue

Preferred Properties, Inc. is accepting applica-
tions from January 2, 2013 through January 31,
2013 for a 1 bedroom ($365) and 2 bedroom
($415) apartments with a gas allowance.

Section 8 vouchers accepted.

Application fee is $25. For an
appointment to apply, or more infor-
mation, call (419) 389-0361.

Homemaker/Personal Care
Our First Love Residential Services: Now pro-
viding homemaker/personal care and more HCBS
Waiver and supported living. Call Mary —419-450-
8601 or email robinson1106@sbcglobal.net

Help Wanted
Preschool teachers and personal care giver
Call 419-720-6820




March 13, 2013

Page 16 The Sojourner’s Truth

Beginning Genealogy
A Two-part Workshop on April 9 & 16

Special to The Truth

The Toledo-Lucas County Public Library’s Local History & Genealogy department is pleased to present a two-part workshop titled Beginning Genealogy scheduled from 6-8 p.m.
on Tuesdays, April 9 and April 16 at Main Library, 325 Michigan St.

This two-part FREE and open to the public workshop is on the basics of genealogy and is perfect for any family’s keeper of history and genealogy. Local History & Genealogy librarians
Donna Christian and Irene Miller will serve as instructors for the two-part workshop.

- The first session on Tuesday, April 9 will present an overview of genealogy and United States Census records.

- The second session on Tuesday, April 16 will present an overview of using magazines and newspapers and using the Internet for family genealogical research.

Parking is free for all workshop participants. Registration is required.

NOTE: For additional information visit toledolibrary.org, or call the Local History & Genealogy department to register at 419.259.5233.

2013 Theme:

The Toledo-Lucas
County Public Library
is proud to announce the
2013 Ruth Blank
Venner and Mary Jane
Blank McCormick Es-
say Contest. This year’s
theme is Reading: Your
Future! From cave
paintings to computers,
the ways we read have
changed. For this essay
contest, imagine how
(and what) you might
read in the future. How
will young people learn
to read and what will
they use to read? When
you go to the Library

what will you see? What
will the perfect Library
look like?

This year’s essay con-
test is open to grades K
through 12 and is a 500
word maximum. Grade
level essay categories are
as follows: K-second
grade, third -fifth, sixth -
eighth, and ninth —12th.
Prizes will be awarded to
winning essay entrants:
Ist place $200, 2nd place
$100, 3rd place $50 and 6
honorable mentions will
be awarded $25 each in
each category. Prizes are
provided by the Ruth

Blank Venner and Mary
Jane Blank McCormick
Memorial Project of the
Friends of the Library.
Contest essay forms

are availableatall Library
branch locations, at Main
Library, on the Library’s
official website
(toledolibrary.org) and

onthe Library’s Bookmo-
bile and cybermobile
(Outreach Services). Es-
says must be turned in by
March 30, 2013. No en-
tries will be accepted af-
ter March 30, 2013.

The late Ruth Blank
Venner was a past presi-
dent of the Friends of the
Library (FOL) and an ac-
tive member. Mrs.
Venner, who died in 1996,
was married 44 years to
the well-known television
news anchor Frank
Venner. Mrs. Venner’s
brother Leon W. Blank,
as a way to honor his

Library announces the 2013 Ruth Blank Venner and
Mary Jane Blank McCormick Essay Contest

Reading: Your Future!

sister’s memory and to
promote reading
among youth, estab-
lished the Ruth Blank
Venner Memorial
Project of the Friends
of the Library begin-
ning in 1996. In 2010,
Mr. Blank added the
memory of his other
sister Mary Jane
Blank McCormick to
the essay contest and
FOL Memorial Project.
Mary Jane Blank
McCormick died in
2009.
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