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Community Calendar
June 13-September12
Evangelical Church of God: Free parenting classes and free anger manage-
ment classes: 419-297-3530

July 20-24
Pilgrim Church Vacation Bible School: “The Kingdom of the Son;” 6 to 8 
pm; Free for children ages 4-12: 419-478-6012

July 21 & 23
Auditions for People Choice Awards: 6-8 pm; West Toledo Branch Library; 
Awards are on August16 at Stranahan Theatre: 419-508-8919 or 419-810-
1341 or 419-215-1464

July 22-26
Trinity Faith Tabernacle Annual Summer Conference: Wednesday – Friday 
nightly service 7 pm; Thursday and Friday 10 am and 2 pm sessions; Sun-
day worship service at 11 am: 419-340-6253

July 25
United Church of God Community Baptism: 1-6 pm; 670 Phillips: 419-810-
6335
Swanton Area Railroad Club Model Display: St Stephen’s COGIC; 11 am to 
5 pm
St. Phillips Lutheran Church Community Day: 11 am to 3 pm; Food for 
Thought Mobile Food Pantry – food, school supplies: 419-475-2835
St. Stephen’s Community Festival: 11 am to 5 pm; Toledo Zoo, Home De-
pot, Toledo Fire Dept, Crazy Dave and the Clowns
Upper Room Tabernacle 2nd Annual Outreach Fair: Noon to 3 pm; Carnival 
games, bounce house, face painting, school supplies giveaway, community 
agencies

July 25-26
United MBC Homecoming Weekend: Church picnic on Saturday from 10 
am to 3 pm; Sunday 10:45 am service with guest preacher Rev. Ethel Scur-
lock

July 29
Community Dialogue and Public Forum on Urban Revitalization Through 
the Lenses of Peace and Justice: 9 am to 5 pm; Fredrick Douglass Commu-
nity Association; Lunch, coffee, snacks provided: 419-530-2552 or info@i-
i-p-e.org

August 8
Shelter in a Storm 3rd Annual Fellowship Festival at old Warren School 
grounds – Franklin and Woodruff: Noon to 7:30 pm; Entertainers include 
Darius Coleman and Boys of Harmony: 419-270-2261 or 419-244-7458

The Sojourner’s Truth
Toledo’s Truthful African American
Owned and Operated Newspaper

Fletcher Word – Publisher and Editor
Marticia Hurst – Office Manager

Tricia Hall – Reporter
Carla Yvette - Soulcial Scene Editor

Rev. D.L. Perryman – Columnist

Jennifer Retholtz – Webmaster
Kathy Sweeny – Graphic Designer

Jessica Crans - Layout

A Certified MBE
The Sojourner’s Truth, 1811 Adams Street, Toledo, OH 43604

Phone 419-243-0007 * Fax 419-255-7700
thetruth@thetruthtoledo.com

... continued on page 12

not be where you live now. If you didn’t vote in the last three years, 
then they’ve purged you from the rolls. Now it’s mighty damn funny 
but it’s not, that this is consistent around the state. We’re talking 
about predominately African-American communities in Franklin, 
Cuyahoga, Lucas and Hamilton counties. What we need to be talking 
about in terms of Paula Hicks-Hudson is, okay, we’ve got to make 
sure that people in those neighborhoods are going to be able to go to 
the polls and vote, and not have their names purged from the voter 
rolls,” adds Gould.

While ResponsibleOhio continues working to obtain the additional 
30,000 statewide signatures that the organization needs to success-
fully put the marijuana issue on the November ballot, Hicks-Hudson, 
continues to invest in expensive data-driven polling. She has also 
held head to head strategy sessions with a variety of people on issue 

“Silent” Sandy Drabik-Collins was there with her camel. Carty, 
accompanied by some of his best black peeps rocking tee shirts with 
the Finkbeiner brand, showed up also. But make no mistake about 
it, Mayor Paula Hicks-Hudson possessed the political home field 
advantage as she led the African American Festival parade down 
historical black Dorr Street a/k/a “The Block,” last Saturday.

As the Toledo mayoral race begins to heat up, Hicks-Hudson has 
also upped her game significantly. “She’s getting better every week, 
getting her feet under her quite a bit. She is stepping around Rein-
bolt and showing leadership on a variety of regional items. The one 
declared candidate that is out there is Sandy Drabik who is just start-
ing, but obviously we’ll squash her, She (Drabik-Collins) is not the 
issue,” said one political insider.  

The one candidate that could dampen Hicks-Hudson’s bright elec-
tion hopes is former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner, whose presence at the 
African-American Festival suggested that his brand is still relevant 
to at least some in the African-American community. 

With the mere placement of Finkbeiner’s name on the ballot, some 
electoral consultants believe that Carty has the political infrastruc-
ture and a base vote across Toledo that will guarantee him eight to 
10 thousand votes. If true, that number could be all it takes for Fink-
beiner to win.

Yet the most significant threat to Hicks-Hudson’s November elec-
tion is that revealed by the process to obtain signatures to put Re-
sponsibleOhio’s proposed constitutional amendment to legalize mar-
ijuana on the statewide ballot. Although the group presented 700,000 
signatures to meet the Ohio requirement of 300,000, Secretary of 
State Jon Husted indicated that only 276,082 were valid. In Lucas 
County, approximately 27,000 of the 51,000 signatures were ruled 
invalid.

Yet this is about more than marijuana, a veritable canary in the 
coal mine, which possibly extends to the 2016 presidential race and 
even Toledo’s 2015 mayoral election. 

The bigger issue, according to Sylvester Gould, senior advisor for 
ResponsibleOhio, the group behind legalization in Ohio, is that the 
invalid signatures came predominately from majority black commu-
nities. 

“This is a November 2016 issue and implications that affect the 
mayor’s race in Toledo,” said Gould. “The signatures that the col-
lectors were taking give the address where you last voted. That may 

Let’s Get Ready To Rumble
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

I did not run on the basis of race, but I will not run away from it. I am proud of 
who I am and I am proud of this (Democratic) Party, for we are truly America’s 
last best hope to bridge the division of race, region, religion, and ethnicity.
                              - Ronald Brown  
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 Already, there is a sound in the air that after 
the success of the gay marriage agenda via 
the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision that 
the gay lobby could very well target the tax-
exempt status of churches.

It is no secret that the value of tax-exempt 
church properties and their holdings  includ-
ing their parsonages and the salaried tax de-
ductions allowed to the “clergy” is breathtak-
ingly in the hundreds of billions of dollars. 
Yes, that is billion with an “s” at the end.

Taxation is a purely secular matter with all 
parties purportedly being treated equal and 
if churches refuse to change their policies or 
standards about their treatment of same sex 
couples or gay people, someone will eventu-
ally file a lawsuit challenging the church’s 
right to enjoy tax exempt status.

It is not unfair to say that of the hundreds of 
religious denominations in the United States

and with the thousands of clergy who popu-
late pulpits across the country, one losing an 
IRS tax exempt status could be financially 
devastating.

Churches in America are glued to the idea of 
receiving tax exempt status for their activities 
and to disallow such “free” money would be 
a colossal blow to both existing churches and 
their facilities and a chilling effect against 
new church “start-ups”.

Although the U.S. government does not, as 
with some countries (France and England), 
have an “official national church,” neverthe-
less, to cut asunder the bond of the IRS and 
the tax exemptions that churches enjoy would 
create a new American landscape of religious 
activity and evangelism.

Some of America’s wealthiest churches like 
the Mormons, Roman Catholics and Method-
ists would suffer a financial tsunami if they 
were faced with the tax man evaluating their 
multiple realty holdings according to today’s 
market value.

Any taxing agency would be drooling once 
it finished adding up the potential tax revenue 
that could be derived from taxing parishes, 
parsonages, parking lots, buildings, annexes, 
vacant land, retreat properties, commercial 
properties, cars, trucks, trailers, investment 
income, income from radio and television un-
dertakings, income from solicitations from an-
nual conventions, money generated from pub-
lic appeals, salaries for church pastors; and 
income from receiving full sales taxes from 
the retail or wholesale purchases of churches 
and their affiliates.

 How many churches would not be started 
if the facilitator knew that everything that 
they accumulated or held in a corporate name 
would be taxed the same as a restaurant or the 
clothing boutique next door?

How many charlatans preaching under the 
veneer of a tax-exempt status would preach a 
false Prosperity Gospel if they knew that those 
monies would be tapped by the tax man?

Think of all of the revivals and collections 
that churches take up each week that are not 
reported income. Rather the evangelist or vis-
iting preacher is paid in cash, with a wink, 
and with no receipts asked for or given.

I think it is way past time for the IRS to uni-

laterally strip all churches of their tax-exempt 
funding save for audited public service works 
such as adoption agencies, hospitals, domestic 
charities, homeless shelters, half way houses, 
job training programs, clinics (not abortion) 
and academic scholarships.

Why? Actually the reason is quite simple. A 
body of believers is called the church… and 
not the physical building they meet in.

When a committed body of believers want 
to meet and worship and do outreach activi-
ties, they do not need a tax-exempt status to 
do good works such as feeding the hungry, 
donating clothes to shelters or giving a ride to 
a person to get to work.

 You do not need the IRS to approve or con-
done your style of worship or to give you 
permission to be a Good Samaritan.  You do 
not need to be coaxed by a tax exemption to 
spread the gospel. You do not need the IRS to 
encourage you to do the works of ministry…
unless of course you are not doing such works 
to being with!

The body of believers that convene under 
the banner of Jesus the Christ do not need any 
tax exemptions (except as stated above and 
even those are questionable) to do what the 
Word of God enjoins them or extolls them or 
commands them to do.

If anyone was to tell you that she could not 
operate a ministry or a mission or fulfill her 
religious calling without bowing the knee to 
the IRS tax god and getting that golden calf of 
a tax exemption to grace her endeavors, she is 
spouting idle gibberish.

If anyone cries and bemoans a loss of any 
tax exemption, you might want to follow his 
trail of crocodile tears and find out that he is 
teary eyed at the loss of tax free goodies and 
perks that his fleshly appetites have become 
accustomed to and does not want to give up.

If any preacher of the Word of God rants and 
raves about not being able to convene a body 
of believers to worship due to not having a 
501(c) (3) exemption, he is in the final throes 
of lunacy since not having a tax-exempt cov-
ering does not mean that you can not engage 
in ministry.

It comes down to this. When the Body of 
Christ says that, “My God shall supply all of 
our needs according to His riches…..” do the 
members really believe that or is it just for 
talking points?

The true church of Jesus Christ does not need 

a tax-exempt status to do what they are called 
to do. Can you imagine the early church run-
ning to Caesar for his approval or coverage 
and using the argument that without Caesar’s 
blessing, they were powerless to perform?

The spiritual church of God does not depend 
upon the vagaries of the secular world or its 
enticing perks in order to carry out its various 
works of ministries. If someone tells you that, 
that person is a Bible illiterate.

What would happen if the IRS was to strip 
all “churches” of their tax exempt status? Sim-
ple. You would find the real church emerging 
and that would be a church spending more 
time in prayer and Bible Study and doing the 
works of ministry because now, their sole de-
pendence would be on God and not under the 
umbrella of the all wise IRS.

Imagine what would happen to “church” 
giving if the pew sitter could not write off on 
their tax returns, a deduction for charitable 
giving (a/k/a: the tithe) to their “church” or 
mosque or synagogue? Talk about a nosedive 
in attendance!

Will the tax man strike with his calculator 
and appraisal books?  I hope so. It would be 
a welcomed and nice winnowing out of the 
wheat from the chaff. The counterfeit from 
the real.  The sheep from the goats!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at Tolliver@Juno.
com

Yes, you can with our expert 
care. If conditions worsen, our 
inpatient Hospice Centers are 
the next best thing to home. 

We can help you. Starting 
right now. Call 419.661.4001.

can we handle hospicep
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Lafe Tolliver

Let the Church Be the Church
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column



July 22, 2015Page 4 The Sojourner’s Truth

Community Invited to Participate in Freedom 
Walk for Sex Slavery Awareness

The community is invited to participate in “Slave Trail Freedom Walk” on 
Friday, August 14, 2015, beginning at 6 p.m. The walk begins at the Lathrop 
House at Harroun Park on Main St., Sylvania, and will follow the Ottawa River. 
It concludes at the Harroun Barn on the campus of Flower Hospital.

 “Through this event,” explains Jeff Willbarger, Director of The Daughter 
Project, “we want to challenge and inspire people with the fact that slavery did 
not end with the underground railroad – it still happens today in the form of sex 
trafficking.”

Willbarger continues, “The house and barn were both used to hide slaves as 
they traveled through Toledo on their way to freedom in the north.  We expect 
this to be a profound time of reflection for all who participate.”

Also included in the event are readings from slave diaries, viewing of the sex 
trafficking documentary “Nefarious” and dance performances by students of the 
Toledo School for the Arts.

This event is being presented in cooperation with the Friends of the Lathrop 
House, St. Joseph’s Parish - Respect Life Committee, Toledo School for the 
Arts, Lourdes University, The Franciscan Center, Flower Hospital and the Syl-
vania Historical Society. 

The Daughter Project is an all-volunteer organization – except for the House 
Moms and Case Manager – whose goal is to provide holistic healing services in 
an extremely safe, home-like environment to girls/women who have been freed 
from sex traffickers at no cost. Doctors, counselors and other professionals have 
committed to provide medical services to our girls. Specific therapies include; 
art, dance, drama, equine, music and play therapy. In addition, we collaborate 
with various local community organizations to provide healthy, educational op-
portunities for the girls. 

For more information, go to thedaughterproject.org.
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2015 Participants

Leadership Academy Continues Actively 
Mentoring Local Girls
By Tricia Hall
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

The Linnie B. Willis Girls’ Leadership Academy sponsored a week-
end of training entitled, “Leadership through Social Media,” from July 
10-12, 2015 on the campus of the University of Toledo.

“I saw enthusiasm with these young ladies and the presenters were 
excellent. The one moment that stood out the most was the speech giv-
en by a young lady,” said Linnie Willis, executive director of Lucas 
Metropolitan Housing Authority.  “She’s the product of public hous-
ing, and currently an educator in the Cincinnati Public Schools sys-
tem. Last night at dinner she told her story and spoke about growing 
up in public housing and about her life in general. Her story was in-
spiring. I want each of our young ladies to know that they can achieve 
greatness too.”

Immediately following the Friday parents’ orientation, the partici-
pants interacted with each other, academy volunteers and community 
leadership while discussing various topics. The topics included: so-
cial media and computers, iPad, photography, divine minds workshop, 
business attire fashion shows, self-image, leadership and learning 
styles, community service and volunteerism, internet scams and fel-
lowship among each participant.

“This weekend at the academy we continued our workshops on the 
seven habits of highly effective teens,” said Audrey Johnson, facilita-
tor. “Today we worked on mission statements, some of the girls even 
sang their mission statements, self expression is really important. I 
have been in the business of mentorship for 25 years. It’s valuable to 
teach young ladies how to become leaders and equip them with neces-
sary tools, because these ladies are our future and need to learn the 
skills from someone.” 

The final project of the weekend was a team presentation displayed 
using iPad technology. The five-minute presentation required re-
searching a topic and speaking from all team members. 

Six of the teams, comprised of the 2015 participants, researched the 
organization’s purpose, services provided, value for women and chil-
dren, volunteer opportunity for academy participants, and photos for 
the following community agencies: Hashtag Lunchbag, School Girls 
United, The Daughter’s Project, Cherry Street Mission, Humane So-
ciety, and Ten Charities. 

The 2014 participants created a Girls’ Leadership Academy Face-
book page. The page featured participant mission statements, and 
photos. The group also explained the importance of social media eti-
quette: be positive, use appropriate pictures, respect each other, don’t 
cyber bully people, and more. 

“The leadership conference for the 2015 girls has been another out-
standing academy, and event for the girls who learned a great deal. All 
of our speakers were fantastic, “said Ardenia Jones Terry.

The featured speakers were: Candice Harrison, Toledo Zoo com-
munications director; Audrey Johnson, Achieve Academy counselor; 
Cecelia Adams, PhD, Toledo City Councilwoman; Linnie Willis; Nat-
alie Lanese, Siena Heights University director and assistant professor 
of arts; Yvonne Harper, Toledo District 4 Councilwoman; Kimberly 
Alexander, Apple MacCafe Sales and Training; Anita Lopez, Lucas 
County Auditor; Zonta Club of Toledo; Linda Whittington-Clark, 
PhD, Whittington-Clark Associates psychologist; Janis Weber, Ohio 
Computing; Dawnetta Hayes, National Geographic’s Grosvenor Fel-
low; Desiree Carnes, former Scott High School counselor; Kimesha 
Williams, Glass City Hustlers and Paula Hicks-Hudson, mayor  City 
of Toledo.
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DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE

6832 Convent Blvd.  
Sylvania, Ohio 43560

www.lourdes.edu

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis

Enroll or Transfer 

Today!
Experience an exceptional 

liberal arts education with a 

professional  

studies focus.

Fall semester begins  

Monday, August 24
Contact us today at  

419-885-5291

I N S P I R A T I O N    E D U C A T I O N    C O M P A S S I O N

R.E.S.T.O.R.E., Inc. Is at It Again; Hosting 
Its 6th Annual Dads and Kids Kampout!
Special to The Truth

R.E.S.T.O.R.E., Inc., founder, Mark Robinson vows to make a posi-
tive impact in the lives of Lucas County Children, his method though 
unconventional does have promise. His method… the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and Camping.

R.E.S.T.O.R.E., Inc. is in the thrust of preparations for its 6th An-
nual Dads and Kids Kamp Out on Friday, August 28 @ 5 p.m. thru 
Sunday, August 30 @ 11:00 am. The event will be held at Camp Mi-
akonda Sylvania Avenue, Sylvania, OH. Children attending the Kamp 
Out will be roughing it with dad under the stars, pure quality time, 
good old fashion fun, food, games, contest, and giveaways. A $50.00 
registration fee per is family required. * Limited number of scholar-
ships are available.  

R.E.S.T.OR.E., Inc., uses Biblical  principles that are applicable 
and effective regardless of one’s belief system. This non-profit’s aim 
is to help men get the support, education and services they need to 
be the best fathers they can be. “This is a community event, we are 
still in need of sponsors to support our scholarship fund for dads who 
cannot afford the registration fee of $50, and volunteers to make this 
a very memorable event for the dads and their children.” said Mark 
Robinson.

R.E.S.T.O.R.E., Inc. is a faith-based not-for profit 501(c) (3). Its 
Mission is to restore fathers back to the head of the family through 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and reverse the trend of fatherlessness in 
the greater Toledo Area. R.E.S.T.O.R.E. Inc. provides a variety of 
practical services, such as, Fatherhood Education, service coordina-
tion, and spiritual support; and it uses Biblical principles that are 
applicable and effective regardless of one’s belief system.  This non-

profit’s aim is to help men get the support, education and services they 
need to be the best fathers they can be.

R.E.S.T.O.R.E., Inc. was founded in 2006 by Responsible Father-
hood Advocate, Robinson, a recipient of the 2013 Fatherhood Heroes 
Award, through President Obama’s National Fatherhood Initiative 
Campaign. He knows first-hand about the lack of support provided to 
men with children having been a single parent for 6 years. Robinson 
recalls, “It was extremely difficult to get any type of support from 
the social service networks in my community, they were not designed 
with me in mind”.

Robinson is a social worker by profession and at the present time 
holds a position as director of Field Education at Lourdes University. 
He has an extensive background in the field of social work and has 
served on numerous committees here in Ohio and in New York.  He 
is currently serving on the Ohio Practitioners Network for Fathers 
and Families (OPNFF) Board, which is a statewide collaboration that 
seeks to advance a fatherhood and family agenda at the state and local 
level.  

According to Robinson, the 2010 Census is a clear indicator that we 
as a community must be proactive in our support of men in their role 
as Fathers and Husbands. “Dads are vitally important in the lives of 
their children and must be supported as they assume non-traditional 
and somewhat unfamiliar role as primary caregiver”, said Robinson.  

For more information about R.E.S.T.O.R.E. and/or “The Dads and 
Kids Kamp Out” please contact: Mark Robinson at 419-377-1488 or 
restorefathers@aol.com.
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Curtis Campbell, Mayor Paula Hicks-Hudson, Margaret Farrier

The Annual Combined Session of the Order of 
the Pythagorans and Grand Girls Assembly
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

The 2015 Grand Session of the Order of 
Pythagorans and the Grand Girls Assembly, 
the boys and girls youth chapters, respec-
tively, of the Order of the Eastern Star, was 
held on July 9-12 on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Toledo.

Approximately 125 boys attended the 
weekend conference as members of the Or-
der of the Pythagorans. The Order was es-
tablished 70 years ago in the State of Ohio 
in order to emphasize programs for educa-
tional, social, vocational and moral devel-
opment.

More than 200 girls were present for the 
63rd meeting of the Grand Girls Assembly, 
which was organized in 1952 and dedicated 
to the development of character in youth.

The Grand Session, which rotates around 
the State of Ohio, was hosted this year by 
The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge of Ohio.

The purpose of the Grand Session is to 
give youth from around the state the op-
portunity to fellowship and to compete in a 
range of activities – in the classroom and on 
the playing fields.

Curtis Campbell, the R.W. director of 
youth activities, led the Pythagorans events 
and Sis Margaret Farrier, grand director of 
youth activities, led the Girls Assembly.

The weekend events began on Friday with 
the Grand Royal Queen Banquet as Judah 
Tutt, R.V. grand senior counselor, and Prin-
cess Janel Link, grand royal princess, served 
as master and mistress of ceremonies, re-
spectively.

The event culminated in presentations to 
the 2015 Grand Royal Queen, KeyAndra 
Reese, and the 2015 Most Valiant Grand 
Master Companion, Quentin Francis.

Daytime activities included sessions de-
voted to breakouts on math, science and 
other educational topics along with voting 
sessions for elected officials.

Saturday night’s Awards Banquet was 
again hosted by Tutt and Link. Remarks 
were given by Campbell, Farrier, Reese and 
Francis along with Jacqueline Harris, Grand 
Worthy Matron, Amaranth Grand Chapter; 
the Honorable Darryl Smith, Most Worship-
ful Grand Master and Carl Williams, R.W. 
Deputy Grand Master.

On Sunday, the main event was a divine 
service held in the Student Union and at-
tended by both youth groups. Rev. Jack 
Streeter of Akron’s Mt. Calvary Baptist of-
fered the sermon.

First Federal Bank is more than a money manager. When you  
open a checking account, you get access to mobile banking, mobile 
deposit and other products to make banking easier. You’ll also find 
smiling faces, neighborly advice and exceptional service.

It’s these people-powered principles that set First Federal Bank 
apart. Whether you’re opening your first account or closing  
an offer on the home of your dreams, we’re investing in your 
neighborhood,one transaction at a time.  
After all, we’re better together.

First Federal Bank proudly welcomes 
Reginald Temple and Crystal Jordan  
to our Business Development team!

Crystal Jordan 
Business Community 

Development

First-Fed.com
417 W. Dussel Dr., Maumee  | 419-794-5000
1077 Louisiana Ave., Perrysburg  | 419-872-8326
3426 Navarre Ave., Oregon  | 419-690-8326

Big
Small

enough to offer the 
products you need. 

enough to know 
you by name.

Reginald Temple
Business Community 

Development
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TUFCU Staff: Front Row: DeLise Simmons, Brittany Smith, Mayor Hicks-Hud-
son, Angela Cattladge, Enjoli Henry Back Row: Alexandria Leatherberry, Suzette 

Cowell, Darius Coleman, Michael Early, Eric Cowell

6pm - 12 midnight  •  519 N. Reynolds Rd.  •  Toledo The University of Toledo radio station - WXUT Jazz’in Up The BEAT

88.3FM  •  SAT 2-6 pm  •  SUN 4-8 pm 94.9fm  •  SUNDAY MORNINGS • 6-8am$2 DRINK SPECIALS (until 8pm) • Caribbean Cuisine
w/ The H-Factor Jazz Show

Once aga in ,  the  Afr ican  Amer ican 
Fes t iva l  go t  off  to  an  ear ly  s ta r t  wi th  a 
prayer  breakfas t  he ld  on  Fr iday  morn-
ing ,  Ju ly  17 .  This  year ’s  event  was  he ld 
a t  Beth lehem Bapt i s t  Church  and  fea-
tured  prayers  offe red  by  a  hos t  o f  a rea 
minis te rs ,  song  se lec t ions  by  Dar ius 
Coleman and  a  t r ibu te  to  a  number  of 
honorees .

The  Toledo  Urban  Federa l  Credi t 
Union ,  under  the  leadersh ip  of  CEO 
Suzet te  Cowel l ,  o rganizes  the  annual 
event .

This  year ’s  honorees  inc luded:  Tole-
do  Mayor  Paula  Hicks-Hudson;  Rhoda 
Adams-Al len ;  Rev.  Derek  Arnold ;  Mike 
Baumgar tner ;  Rev.  Shei la  Ear ly ;  Rosa-
l ind  Welch;  S is .  Vi rg in ia  Welsh ;  Rev. 
Timothy  Pe t taway,  Sr ;  Br i t tany  Smi th 
and  Ray Wood.

Those  offe r ing  prayers  a t  the  breakfas t 
were :  Rev.  Corde l l  Jenkins ,  pas tor  of 
Abundant  Li fe  Minis t r ies ;  Rev.  Rober t 
Lyons ,  Sr. ,  pas tor  of  Grea ter  S t .  Mary’s 
Bapt i s t ;  Rev.  S tan ley  Clark ,  pas tor  of 
Uni ted  Vis i sons  Church;  Bishop M.C. 
McGhee ,  pas tor  of  Sereni ty  Church;  El -
der  Al i sa  Key of  People’s  Miss ionary 
Bapt i s t  Church;  Rev.  Timothy  Pe t taway, 
pas tor  of  Walk  the  Word  and  Bishop Bre-
hon Hal l ,  pas tor  of  Grea ter  New Psa lm-
is t  Church .

The 11th Annual Prayer Breakfast
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

County and City Officials: Councilman Tyrone 
Riley, Mayor Hicks-Hudson, Councilman Larry 
Sykes, LC Commissioners Pete Gerken and 

Tina Skeldon Wozniak, LC Administrator Laura 
Lloyd-Jenkins, Councilwoman Yvonne Harper 

and Suzette Cowell 

2015 Honorees
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... continued on page 10

Darius Coleman

In spite of less than 
ideal weather over the 
weekend, crowds still 
came and entertainers 
still entertained. 

Saturday’s entertain-
ment began with Boom 
The Bomb, followed 
by saxophonist Katrina 
Barnhill, Five Deep 
Band, comedian Dar-
rell Banks, The Good, 
The Bad & The Blues, 
Steve Perry and culmi-
nated with the evening’s 
headliners, Zapp.

Sunday’s show 
opened with the Great-
er New Psamlist Praise 
Team, followed by Pur-
pose, Third Generation, 
Chris Byrd, the Abun-
dant Life Men’s Cho-
rus, Darius Coleman 
& D.C. Singers and, fi-
nally, the night’s head-
liner, The Rance Allen 
Group.

The 11th Annual African American Festival
Special to The Truth

WINTERFIELD VENTURE  
ACADEMY

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday  
July 28, 29, & 30  

9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

REGISTER BY JULY 20
CALL 419-531-3285

FREE KINDERGARTEN CAMP

A LIFETIME of SUCCESS begins HERE

Visit from Toledo Firefighters 
Free Breakfast  Treats, Crafts, & Fun

Rance Allen
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The Zapp Band

African American Festival... continued from page 9
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How to Inspire Young Girls to Dream Big
Special to The Truth

For parents, encour-
aging children to dream 
big is part of the job 
description. And while 
more doors are now 
open for women in his-
torically male-dominat-
ed fields like science, 
technology and sports, 
for parents with daugh-
ters it’s more important 
than ever to drive home 
the “you can do any-
thing” message.

While you can’t be 
there all the time, when 
you’re together, you can 
do your best to steer the 
conversation in ways 
that inspire.

The experts at VTech, 
an award-winning elec-
tronic toy manufacturer 
that is introducing a 
revolutionary range of 
dolls for girls called 
Flipsies, are offering a 
few tips to help parents 
find ways that they can 
empower their girls to 
follow their dreams and 
aspire for more:

Talk about It

Everything your child 
consumes, from televi-
sion to books to maga-
zines, becomes part 
of her consciousness. 
Monitor what your 
daughter watches and 
reads, and encourage 
her to choose media 
with positive messag-
ing, cultural value or a 
lesson. Together, look 
for shows and books 
that feature women fol-
lowing their dreams. 
Read the newspaper 
and talk about articles 
illustrating women do-
ing great things.

Innovate Play Time

The way children 
play can be very influ-
ential to their develop-
ment and self-esteem, 
and toy makers are 
catching on that parents 
are looking for more in 
their children’s toys. 
Parents can take advan-
tage of new trends in 
toy design that infuse 
interactive technology 
with classic role play 
to encourage engaging, 
imaginative play.

A new line of dolls and playsets, Flipsies, encourages young girls ages four and up to let their dreams shine and be anything they 
want to be, whether it’s a doctor, marine biologist, baker, rock star or veterinarian. Each of the eight dolls in the range has talents 
and big ambitions -- from Eva, a pet lover who dreams of being a veterinarian to Styla, a confident DIY-er and aspiring fashion 
designer. The dolls wear a charm with special powers to “flip” their dreams into reality, encouraging girls with the message that 
they can do the same.

Be a Role Model

Surround your daughter with positive role models. From her basketball coach to her teacher to you, children look to grownups 
for guidance and often model their behavior. If possible, consider taking your daughter to your workplace or along on volunteer 
projects so she can see what you do during the day. Talk to her teacher about participating in a career day at school.

For empowering activities, games, quizzes and webisodes for girls, and more parenting tips and resources, visit www.Flipsies.
com.

From the toys your child plays with to the media she consumes, you can inspire your daughter’s happiness and success by di-
recting positive messaging her way.

Courtesy: StatePoint
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2915 Lagrange - Phone 419-244-1691
240 W. Alexis - Phone 419-475-5450
5350 Airport Hwy - 419-382-8888

Midwest Dental & Dental Definition
3 Locations to serve you

We accept every insurance including Medicaid

Better Care Lawn & Snow 
Removal Services L.L.C.

              “Serving Toledo and Surrounding Areas”
• Commercial/Residential Free Estimates

• Senior Citizen Discounts  

• Insured and Bonded  

• Landscaping

       P.O. Box 351744, Toledo, Ohio 43615
 Phone: 419-917-6440 • Fax: 419-754-3953
         www.bettercarelawnservice.com

BE YOUR OWN BOSS!!
Drive an ice cream truck this season!
Must be over 25 and have 

a good driving record

Call weekdays Noon to 3

419-865-7655

On stage at the award presentation are (left to right) Area Office on Aging Board Chairman 
Phil Walton, National Association of Area Agencies on Aging Board 1st Vice President Mary 

Beals-Luedtka, Critical Signal Technologies Executive Director of Business Development 
Heather Sellar, Assistant Secretary of the Administration for Community Living Kathy Green-

lee and Area Office on Aging President/CEO Billie Johnson.

    1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419-255-7682

A BETTER BUSINESS 
BUREAU ACCREDITED 

BUSINESS

         START WITH TRUSTsm

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL 
HOME, INC

Area Office on Aging Receives 2nd Place in 
National Aging Innovation Award Competition
Special to The Truth

Out of the 618 Area Agencies on Aging across the country, The 
National Association of Area Agencies o¬n Aging (n4a) honored the 
Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. (AOoA) today with 
the 2nd Place National Aging Innovation Award, which came with a 
$1,500 prize. This award recognizes the innovative partnership be-
tween the Area Office on Aging and National Church Residences in 
providing housing and supportive services for older adults.  

National Church Residences (NCR) and the AOoA have worked 
together for over a decade to provide care and supportive services 
for low-income seniors and disabled adults

NCR manages several housing properties for the AOoA.  But in 
2010, after an accident destroyed a historic housing complex in 
downtown Toledo, AOoA convinced NCR to work with them to re-

build and rethink the facility.  The resulting joint venture funded and 
created a 54-unit facility known as Renaissance Apartments.  Area 
Office on Aging President/CEO Billie Johnson said, “Thanks to the 
collaboration, some of the community’s most vulnerable citizens 
have access to quality care and supportive housing.”  NCR invested 
more than $10 million in renovation of the facility.  AOoA provides 
services such as daily meals, home-care waiver services, informa-
tion and assistance and service coordination to the residents.   

This is the 9th national award the Area Office on Aging has re-
ceived for its innovative work. The n4a Aging Achievement Award 
recognizes unique and creative programs that meet the needs of old-
er Americans and serve as models of excellence for Area Agencies 
on Aging.  

Perryman... continued from page 2

and precinct indicators in an effort to coun-
ter the former mayor, who although yet to 
declare, seems to be constantly stalking her. 

Currently Paula is awaiting up-to-date data, 
which will provide her with what she expects 
to be a path to victory.  Once it is received, 
the challenge will be how to implement the 

plan dictated by the polling data. “Every 
campaign has to have road maps because you 
can’t just guess,” noted the consultant, “but 
the real question is: Can you execute. Can 
you do the travel plan?”  The answer is one 
that no one is yet able to answer.

“That will be known soon,” said another 
person close to Hicks-Hudson’s campaign. 
Although the mayoral fight is not likely to get 
red hot until the August 10 filing deadline, 
one thing for certain, two things for sure. It’s 
already “on like a pot of neckbones.”

Let’s get ready to rumble!

 Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.Min, at 
drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org
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Only The Strong By Jabari Asim
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Never underestimate yourself. 
You can carry the weight of 10 

worlds on your shoulders and still 
have time to do your job. You can 
lift spirits, move mountains and 
haul out in a hot minute. You have 
more power deep inside you than 
you realize – but, as in the new 
novel, Only the Strong by Jabari Asim, you still 
have weaknesses.

Lorenzo “Guts” Tolliver never had reason to 
show a soft side.

Being soft, in fact, was detrimental to his life 
and his job as right-hand man for Ananias Goode, 
who more-or-less ran Gateway City. Softness 
wasn’t what you wanted a man to see as you 
broke his legs or killed him.

Well over six feet tall and looking like a tank, 
Guts was deceptively fast of feet and fists, and 

Jabari Asim - photo courtesy Shef Reynolds II

c. 2015
Bolden

$15.00 / higher in Canada
288 pages

Goode saw something in Guts years 
ago that he liked. Through the de-
cades, Goode learned to trust Guts, 
and he liked him – so when Guts 
asked to step back as Goode’s driv-
er-body-guard-enforcer, Goode gave 
his blessing. 

It was, Goode knew, all about a 
woman.

He knew because he, too, had a woman he 
wanted but really couldn’t have. 

Years ago, when she was just 15, Dr. Artinces 
Noel watched her Mama wither away from grief, 
and she promised herself that she’d never fall 
that in love with a man. She might have kept her 
promise to herself – work, charities, her clinic, 
saving black babies from death-by-being-poor, 
those were her life – but then Ananias Goode 
came around one night with a stab wound that he 

wanted quietly stitched. One thing led to another, 
led to a regular Wednesday session at a local mo-
tel, but they couldn’t let anyone know.

Ananias Goode was still a married man.
Deep inside his well-appointed home, amid 

whooshing respirators and the smell of antisep-
tic, the comatose Mrs. Goode lay curled in a fetal 
position, a victim of the war her husband had 
with another gang, a war that also left her infant 
son dead. Remembering that, knowing it, was 
something Ananias Goode lived with. 

And for the man watching him, it was also 
something Goode would die with…

Wow. Well, here’s the thing: I almost never 
read a book twice, especially a novel. I’d defi-
nitely make an exception for this one.

The most appealing thing about Only the 
Strong, I think, was that it seemed as though I 
lived inside the story itself, and finishing it felt 
like I’d been evicted. I felt unmoored. Author 
Jabari Asim does that: he draws a reader in with 
richly-worked characters who, though often de-
spicable, are attention-grabbing; settings that 
you can almost step right into and flashbacks 
that move the story forward at a perfect pace. 
That’s the kind of writing that sometimes makes 
you forget that you’re reading a piece of fiction.  
Yep: wow. 

Though I generally don’t like to compare au-
thors, Walter Mosely fans will eat this debut 
novel right up. It’s noir, it’s fast-paced, it’s hard-
hitting, and it’s one you shouldn’t miss. Only the 
Strong will leave you weak in the knees.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Call to place your ad

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

SEALED PROPOSALS for bidding on 
Pearson Metropark North Improve-
ments, Oregon, Ohio 43616 will be re-
ceived; opened; and read aloud at the Met-
ropolitan Park District of the Toledo Area, 
Fallen Timbers Field Office, 6101 Fallen Tim-
bers Lane, Maumee, Ohio 43537 Wednes-
day, August 12, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. local time.

THE SCOPE OF WORK consists of construc-
tion of aggregate paths & parking area; wood 
boardwalk & observation platform; cable rail-
ings; helical pier foundations and sediment / 
erosion control.  Bidders may obtain copies of 
plans, specifications, contract documents and 
plan-holder’s list through Newfax Corporation, 
333 West Woodruff, Toledo, Ohio 43604 be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday (check made payable to Newfax Corpo-
ration) or via the Newfax Digital Plan Room at 
www.newfaxcorp.com.  Newfax can be contact-
ed at 419-241-5157 or 800-877-5157.  A non-
refundable fee of $15 is required for each set 
of documents obtained.  For additional informa-
tion, please contact Jon Zvanovec @ 419-360-
9184, jon.zvanovec@metroparkstoledo.com.  

EACH BIDDER MUST FURNISH either (1) 
a bond for the full amount of the bid or (2) a 
certified check, cashier’s check or irrevoca-
ble letter of credit in an amount equal to ten 
percent (10%) of the bid with its bid.  The 
successful bidder must furnish a 100 per-
cent (100%) Performance Bond and a 100 
percent (100%) Labor and Materials Bond.

No bidder may withdraw its bid within thirty (30) 
days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT OF THE 
TOLEDO AREA reserves the right to reject any or 
all bids, and to waive any informality in bidding.

By order of the Board of Park Commissioners
METROPOLITAN PARK DIS-
TRICT OF THE TOLEDO AREA

Stephen W. Madewell, Director 

CLINICAL THERAPIST/DIANOSTIC 
ASSESORS- CHILDREN AND 

FAMILY PROGRAMS

(Multiple Positions 
Available)

Behavior Specialist/Driver 
(part-time)

AOD Therapist

Care Manager -  Integrated Dual 
Disorders Treatment 

Partial Hopitalization Therapist (Genesis)  

Clincal THerapist (Adult Therapy) 

Qualified Health Home Specialist  

Please visit our Web site for more details or 
apply to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources

2310 Jefferson Ave.
Toledo, OH 43604

Website: unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

Clinical Therapist- Children 
and Family Programs

Full-time (Multiple 
Positions Available)

Unison is seeking experienced therapists 
to provide services to children with severe 
mental and emotional disorders in various 

schools and other community sites.  Work 
may include providing services in an early 
intervention and partial hospitalization pro-
grams.  Duties will include completing diag-

nostic assessments, developing/coordinating 
treatment plans, providing individual crisis 

management, group therapy, advocacy, and 
outreach. 

Qualified candidates must possess a Bach-
elor’s degree, Ohio license as a LSW and 
a minimum of two years’ experience work-
ing with children with mental health issues.  
Master’s Degree and Ohio License as LSW, 

LISW, LPC or LPCC preferred.  

Send resume or apply to:

Human Resources -CT
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.

2310 Jefferson Ave.
Toledo, OH 43604
Fax: 419-936-7574 

Website: unisonbhg.org
 

EOE

 

ADVANCE PRACTICE 
REGISTERED NURSE - 

FAMILY PRACTICE 

Full-time (would consider part-time) opportuni-
ties available for Advance Practice Registered 
Nurses specializing in the Family Practice area 
with prescriptive authority to provide diagnosis, 
treatment, coordination of care and preventive 
services to adults, adolescents and children with 
a mental illness or substance abuse diagnosis.

Applicants must be comfortable working in 
a community mental health center, have 
two years of relevant professional experi-
ence to include previous clinical experi-
ence with demonstrated leadership ability.  

Current Advance Practice licensure includ-
ing a RN - Certificate of Authority and Certifi-
cate to Prescribe in Ohio and DEA registra-
tion.  Current certification as a Family Practice 
Clinical Nurse Specialist or Family Practice 
Clinical Nurse Practitioner is required. Excel-
lent interpersonal communication skills and 
proficiency in computer use and experience 
working with an electronic health record and 
electronic prescribing software are essential.   

Send resume or apply to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources - APRN

2310 Jefferson Ave.
Toledo, OH 43604

Website: unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY16-04, 
(Project # 1130-15-981) for Mechanical 
System Improvements for the University 
of Toledo. Sealed bids for this project must 
be clearly marked with the project number on all 
inner and outer envelopes and/or shipping con-
tainers.  Bids must be addressed and delivered 
to the University of Toledo, Facilities and Con-
struction, Plant Operations, Room 1100, 2925 
E. Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 
before 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 28, 2015. Bids 
will be publicly opened that same day at 2:05 
p.m. in the Plant Operations Building, Room 
1000. Copies of Plans, Specifications, and 
Bid Forms may be obtained from Becker Im-
pressions, 4646 Angola Road, Toledo, Ohio 
43615. Call 419-385-5303 for an appointment 
to pick up bid package. A cost of $75.00 will be 
charged per set. Any further information may be 
obtained from John Koss of Design Engineers 
& Consulting Associates at 419-891-0022. One 
Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Tuesday, 
July 21, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in the Plant Op-
erations Building, Room 1000, at the University 
of Toledo, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, Toledo, OH 
43606. Total Bid Guaranty and Contract Bond 
are required per section 153.54 of the Ohio Re-
vised Code. EDGE Participation Goal: 12.5%. 
Project Estimate: $1,290,000.00; Breakdown: 
HVAC: $1,240,000.00; Electrical: $50,000.00.

CARE MANAGER
FULL-TIME

Accountable for overall care management 
and care coordination of the consumer’s care 

plan, including physical health, behavioral health 
and social service needs and goals.  May pro-

vide health home services as needed.  
 

Must be licensed in Ohio as an LISW, LSW, 
PCC, PC or RN.   Prior experience as a care 

manager preferred.

Send resume or apply to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources - CM

2310 Jefferson Ave
Toledo, OH 43604
Fax: 419-936-7574 

website: unisonbhg.org

EOE
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The 11th Annual African American Festival 
Parade

Former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner

As usual, a parade down Dorr Street on Saturday morning was one o the signature events of the weekend African American Festival. Who doesn’t 
love a parade!

Schools, businesses, small cars and big horses were all part of the procession. However, elected officials and those campaigning to become elected 
officials comprised the bulk of the marchers.

Mayor Paula Hicks-Hudson brought along the largest contingent of boosters, mayoral candidate Sandra Drabik-Collins brought along a camel and 
a goat and former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner brought along his unbounded energy and enthusiasm.

And, as usual the route was lined with spectators who had set up their chairs well in advance in order to have clear views of the festivities.
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Some animals exhibited in pens
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Mayor Hicks-HudsonSandra Drabik-Collins and friend

Council candidate Peggy Brown Councilman Tyrone Riley

State Rep. Michael Ashford


