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Michael Ashford

You win in the locker room first. Then you play the game.                                     
                           -   Mike Smith 

The next executive director of the Lucas Coun-
ty Democratic Party faces many challenges, the 
least of which, perhaps, are a resurgent local and 
an entrenched national Republican Party. The lo-
cal Dems, seen by many as a Party that has lost 
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Who Will Lead?
The Dems’ central committee will meet soon 

and is likely choose either former legislator Mi-
chael Ashford or attorney Keith Mitchell as their 
next leader.  

Ashford seems to have the early advantage, 
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Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

eMail

HOME MORTGAGES

Watch James’ story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

Every part 
personalized.

JAMES BAILEY | FIRST-TIME HOMEOWNER

Dear Eagle, 

We wanted a backyard and enough 

bedrooms for all of us. When we got our 

house, it had everything we wanted and 

more. Thank you!

Sincerely, James Bailey

1707 Cherry St., Toledo
(inside the Seaway Marketplace)

419-214-4302

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo
419-537-9300
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The Congressional Tri-Caucus Statement on 
the Lynching of Ahmaud Arbery

Ahmaud Arbery

own prejudices are criminals who will be held 
accountable for their actions,” said Congress-
woman Judy Chu (CA-27), chairwoman of the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Cau-
cus.

“Justice can never be fully achieved because 
Ahmaud Arbery, a young black man with a 
beautiful future, should still be alive. The ar-
rest of his accused killers is delayed and nec-
essary news, but it is merely the first step for 
holding those responsible for his death ac-
countable for their actions. From Ahmaud Ar-

The chairmen of the Congressional Asian Pa-
cific American Caucus (CAPAC), the Congres-
sional Black Caucus (CBC) and the Congressio-
nal Hispanic Caucus (CHC) — also known as 
the Congressional Tri-Caucus – have released 
the following statement on the racially motivat-
ed killing of Ahmaud Arbery, who was targeted 
by two white men, while jogging in his neigh-
borhood:

“On February 23, 2020, a young Ahmaud Ar-
bery’s life was cut short because two White men 
were uncomfortable with an unarmed Black man 

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Please see lender 
for complete details. Subject to credit approval.  
1As updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council). 
2Property must be located in a census tract within the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen 
Indiana, Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, and Wood. 
Actual amount applied at closing.

YourStateBank.com
Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

ELIGIBILITY QUALIFICATIONS 
• Purchase of a primary residence 
• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds
• Must meet income eligibility requirements at or below 80% of the area 

median income1

• Property must be located in federally designated low or moderate income 
census tracts where State Bank lends2

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs

1900 Monroe Steet, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

jogging in the neighborhood they shared. What the world witnessed 
on the video that leaked was yet another racially-motivated murder 
in our country. How many times will we continue to see such hei-
nous acts of White supremacy? And how many times will it take a 

U.S. Rep. Karen Bass

national public outcry to result in an arrest? We 
have come to a critical juncture in our country, 
where we must be honest with ourselves and 
call these crimes what they really are - lynch-
ings. Arbery was targeted, harassed, and then 
killed. His death is a vicious reminder that the 
past is never that far away. As recently as two 
years ago, a White man who lynched a Black 
man was convicted and executed. This is why 
the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Bill needs to be 
passed and signed in to law. This bill passed 
the House in February and is still sitting on the 
desk of Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell to

be taken up for a vote. It is unfortunate that at a time when our 
communities are being devastated by COVID-19, we are also saddled 
with pain of modern-day lynchings,” said Congresswoman Karen 
Bass (CA-23), chairwoman of the Congressional Black Caucus.

“Were it not for the horrific video that showed two White men de-
liberately hunting down an unarmed Black man while he was simply 
out on his daily jog, there might never have been justice for the cold-
blooded murder of Ahmaud Arbery. Even now, justice is not guar-
anteed, as shown by our country’s poor track record of successfully 
prosecuting the murders of unarmed Black men and boys. Ahmaud 
was killed solely because of his skin color, just as so many before 
him have been. This is a fear felt acutely in the Black community and 
we must take action to address the deep-seated racism and inequities 
in our society that have enabled these atrocities to happen. Ahmaud’s 
killers must be brought to justice to send a clear signal that vigilan-
tes and White supremacists who decide to act on nothing but their 

U.S. Rep. Judy Chu

bery in Georgia to Sean Reed in Indiana to Michael Ramos in Texas, 
young people of color are not free from persecution and are afraid for 
their safety. We have all witnessed the injustice, and now we must 
marshal our collective moral and political will for systemic reform 

U.S. Rep. Joaquin 
Castro

and real change,” said Congressman Joaquin 
Castro (TX-20), chairman of the Congressio-
nal Hispanic Caucus.

While the father and son duo Gregory Mc-
Michael and Travis McMichael have finally 
been arrested and charged for their crime, his-
tory has shown us that this is not enough. For 
justice to be served for Ahmaud Arbery and 
his family, all involved parties must be arrest-
ed, tried and convicted to the highest extent 
of the law for their role in his murder. No one 
is above the law.



Page 4 May 13, 2020��������	
��
�
��
	��

Letter to The Editor 
Let’s go back to the “B Movie” 

type of press conference, Presi-
dent Trump had several months 
ago when he proclaimed he was 
the “War President.” Then, short-
ly after that President Trump 
agreed with the Chief of Naval 
Operations and Acting Navy Sec-
retary Thomas Modley, that Cap-
tain Brett Crozier was unfit to 
command the U.S.S. Roosevelt. 

Captain Crozier, made a com-
mand decision that personified 
leadership, integrity and courage 
by alerting his superiors to the 
members of his crew testing posi-
tive to the coronavirus. He, asked “what he could do for his country” 
(the 4,800 women and men under his command.)

Subsequently, Acting Navy Secretary Thomas Modley has resigned 
for unauthorized flight to Guam that cost us taxpayers $243,000. Thus, 
Commander-in-Chief Trump must take responsibility for this unauthor-
ized action by Mr. Modley. Therefore, Mr. Trump is no longer inter-
ested in being the “War President.”

Additionally, Mr. Trump isn’t interested nor cognizant that the women 
and men who are the crew of the U.S.S. Roosevelt, are the first military 
members to suffer from the Post-Traumatic Coronavirus Stress Disor-
der. 

We veterans have only to wait until the Congress convenes to restore 

our coronavirus hero, Captain Crozier, back to command of the U.S.S. 
Roosevelt as one of our first heroes in the War against the coronavirus.

Best regards,
Clarence Gafeney
2420 Valentine Street
Toledo, OH 43605

Preparing Campus: 
UToledo Aims to 
Open Campus in the 
Fall
Special to The Truth

The University of Toledo is preparing to open campus for the fall 
2020 semester with plans to resume face-to-face instruction.

Following the guidance of Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, University of-
ficials have been discussing a number of scenarios to safely reopen 
on-campus operations. Among the considerations are personal protec-
tive equipment, the ability to maintain necessary social distancing and 
contact tracking measures, as well as robust cleaning and disinfecting 
of all campus facilities.

“We are doing everything in our power to prepare our campuses to 
open for the fall semester,” said Dr. Karen Bjorkman, provost and exec-
utive vice president for academic affairs. “As the state of Ohio has be-
gun a gradual and methodical reopening of the state, we expect to safely 
resume in-person education at The University of Toledo this fall.”

Teams across the University have been developing plans to reopen 
the University’s campuses following the March closure due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. These groups are reviewing and preparing plans for 
all facets of campus operations, including research and sponsored pro-
grams, public safety, facilities management, information technology, 
residence life, dining services, etc. The teams will be recommending a 
number of new measures, guidelines and precautions needed to inhibit 
the spread of COVID-19.

Regular updates continue to be posted on the University’s COVID-19 
website. Should state or federal guidance cause a change in the Univer-
sity’s plans for the fall, communication will be shared immediately with 
the campus community as has been UToledo’s practice throughout the 
pandemic.

“It will take all of us — working together — to create and maintain a 
safe campus environment this fall,” Bjorkman said.



Page 5May 13, 2020 ��������	
��
�
��
	��

DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

African-American Business Professionals 
Share Tools and Resources for Small and 
Microbusiness Owners
By Tricia Hall

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

In the midst of the COVID pandemic, a group of African American busi-
ness professionals discussed the impact and resources available for business 
professionals during a 90-minute Facebook Live event on Thursday, May 7, 
2020. 

Will Lucas, the founder and owner of Creadio, served as panel moderator. 
The panelists included: Kala Gibson, executive vice president and head of 
Business Banking for Fifth Third Bank; Jeff Johnson, chief of the Minority 
Business Development Division for the State of Ohio; Craig Teamer, Fi-
nance and Special Projects Manager for Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority 
and Ambrea Mikolajczyk, owner of Ark Restoration. 

“We’re going to be talking about a few things, particularly black-owned 
businesses and small businesses. It’s because we’re taking a disproportionate 
hit economically and physically from the pandemic,” stated Lucas. 

The panelists discussed why African-American business owners, small or 
microbusiness owners need assistance during the pandemic that has a higher 
mortality rate in the African-American community. 

“When you get hit with coronavirus and your business must shut down 
for a period of time, it’s hard to sustain yourself. It’s hard if you’re not gen-
erating enough cash to keep on hand, because a disturbance like this can be 
detrimental,” explained Johnson.

One common theme among all the panelists was the importance of build-
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priority if lacking. For instance, entrepreneurs should update their business 
plan, work on improving their credit score, understand the difference be-
tween personal and company credit, develop a marketing strategy and update 
����������
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“It’s incredibly important to have strong banking relationships. We all 
heard the statistics about how minority-owned businesses were shut out of 
the Paycheck Protection program (PPP). You should know the names of your 
teller, banking manager and branch manager. These individuals should know 
your business plan and how you want to grow your business, so they know 
how to leverage their capital. Never be afraid to talk to everyone about your 
business needs, when you’re trying to propel your business forward. Look 
at your banking institution as your business partner who can ensure your 
growth,” said Mikolajczyk.

“Banking institutions like Fifth Third have community bankers, and their 
job is to assist businesses. We used our community bankers to reach out, grab 
and bring in those small business owners into our banking locations. And for 
those who are not bankable now, we want to assist you so you’re ready in 
the future. It’s not just about access to capital, but also providing our clients ...continued on page 6

access to information,” added Gibson.
The Toledo area has several available community partners that have loans 

�����
���������������������������������
����
�����
�����������������������
/*���#�
��"����
�����
���������������������
����������
�����*���#�
��

Authority has stepped in to provide access to capital for business owners 
who may not have relationships with bankers. At the Port we are here to help 
businesses, we don’t hold onto capital, and now is the time that institutions 
need to offer liquidity. Our doors at the Port are open and we understand that 
this is a tough time, we want to be a part of the solution to make sure that 
businesses have access to information and capital to make it through to the 
other side,” explained Teamer.

“Once this pandemic hit, we worked with our business partners to provide 
access to ecommerce training, touchless retail, and incorporating technology 
into their businesses. We’re helping them adjust to this new normal,” added 
Johnson.

The Toledo African American Chamber of Commerce (TAACC) provides 
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trepreneurs. The TAACC offers three distinct programs year-round: a mentor 
program that pairs a mentee with a seasoned professional who maps out the 
mentee strategic milestones; a legal assistance program and also the technol-
ogy education and support program. 

“African American entrepreneurs and small business owners should con-
nect with organizations designed to support them, there’s many but I’ll just 
name a few like TAACC, Jumpstart and ASSETS Toledo,” said Roy Hodge, 
TAACC president and CEO of REH Systems Solutions. “Those are three in 
the minority community whose mission is solely developing entrepreneurs. 
There are also on-going free webinars offered by TAACC and Jumpstart 
that are available on their websites and Facebook. It’s important that entre-
preneurs increase their knowledge and skill set so they can pivot to a new 
model, we characterize this new model as e-commerce. A good example of 
e-commerce is Amazon. The rest of the world is pivoting to that model and 
COVID has accelerated that direction.” 

The Facebook Live event was organized by the Toledo Lucas County 
Health Department.

Local resources for businesses: 
• African American Chamber of Commerce, 419-407-6697
• City of Toledo Minority Business Center Emergency Microenterprise Re-
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African American Business... continued from page 5

UToledo Scientists Discover New Targets 
for Preventing Damage from 
Viral Infections
Special to The Truth

When the body faces stressful conditions such as high temperatures or  lack 
of nutrients, cells produce the same large structures they make to  combat 
virus infections.

Scientists at The University of Toledo discovered the connection that  could 
be an attractive bulls-eye to aim for when identifying new  antiviral targets 
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“In light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this is a promising ave-
nue  to protect people by enhancing immune response and stop the spread of  
deadly viral infections,” Dr. Malathi Krishnamurthy, associate professor  in 
the UToledo Department of Biological Sciences, said. “There is an  urgent 
need to identify new drugs and new drug targets.”

Research published in the Journal of Virology shows how  cells in our body 
use a unique platform that is normally made during  stress to combat virus 
infection. These new targets have potential to  lead to new drug therapies to 
prevent serious damage to human health by  harmful viruses.

“Understanding the molecular mechanisms of how the body defends itself  
is critical for the development of new treatment strategies against  viruses,” 
Krishnamurthy said. “Currently available antiviral therapies target viral rep-
lication or viral proteins, but high mutation rates of viruses often lead to 
�
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a broad range of viral infections, including SARS-CoV2, and improve hu-
man health.”

In this study, the researchers demonstrated how a combination of proteins 
and RNAs called stress granules produced in response to different types of 
environmental stress also is produced when an enzyme present in all our cells 
called Ribonuclease L (RNase L) is “turned on” in virus-infected cells.

During virus infection, double-stranded RNA (dsRNA) molecules are pro-
duced that alert the host cells of an infection to activate immune pathways.

Specialized cells in our body sense these dsRNAs, which are unique to a 
virus-infected cell, and produce a chemical called interferon to protect the 

body and clear the virus infection.
These interferons activate RNase L, which is “turned on” by a small mol-

ecule that is produced only during virus infection, and its activity produces 
more dsRNA to produce more interferon to clear the virus.

“In addition to RNase L, several other proteins in our cells orchestrate 
response to virus infection, and timely expression and coordination of re-
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Unlike the body’s response to conventional stress, these stress granules 
produced during virus infection orchestrate a more effective and rapid re-
sponse to increase interferon production to clear viruses.

“Many viruses adapt and evade these host response pathways, and knowl-
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vent serious damage to human health by harmful viruses,” Krishnamurthy 
said.

����
��|
����#
��
�
���
���
&�
�������������������������
������
��������
and priority consider for applicants that didn’t receive PPP funding (open 
for applications May 11-24, visit http://toledo.oh.gov/emrgrant)

• Jumpstart, 567-218-1717
• Lucas County Public Library, 419-259-5200
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people, 419-259-7598
• Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority offers Small Business Administra-
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243-8251

• Toledo Regional Chambers of Commerce: Northwest Ohio Business Re-
boot Initiative, Small Business Development Center, and business-related 
webinars, 419-243-8191
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City of Toledo Providing Help for Microbusinesses
By Asia Nail

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

One way or another, COVID-19 
has likely affected your business 
— for better or worse.

This week the City of Toledo is 
quickly providing direct assistance 
and access to state and national 
resources on one main objective: 
saving microbusinesses.

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, 
during a virtual news conference 
accompanied by members of To-
ledo City Council last Thursday, 
announced the formation of a new 
emergency resource created to as-
sist the smallest and most vulnerable 
businesses within Toledo. The initia-
tive, titled the Emergency Microen-
terprise Recovery Grant (EMRG) 
Program, will provide up to $5,000 
grants to qualifying local businesses 
����������
�����
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Microenterprises contribute 
Toledo Councilman Tyrone Riley

  ... continued on page 8

Yvonne Harper, District 4 City Council-
woman, shared her excitement stating, “I 
know a lot of small businesses this will 
positively affect. More importantly, I am 
proud that it will be very simple for those 
businesses to follow the guidelines of this 
opportunity and apply.”

Applicants must meet at least one of the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment’s eligibility requirements: owns 
a business located in a low-to-moderate 
income census tract or business owner’s 
household income does not exceed 80 per-
cent of HUD area median income.  This 
is great news for local black-owned busi-
nesses who account for more than a third of 
businesses located in these areas. 

Councilman Gary Johnson, vice chairman 
of Economic Development, said: “I really 
do feel our city is only as strong as its weak-
est link. If we are out helping micro busi-

greatly to the vitality of our neighborhoods, support families, create jobs 
and are essential to the economic health of the City of Toledo. “While they 
are small in size, they have an outsized importance to our economy,” said 
Kapszukiewicz.

For those businesses 
unable to qualify for the 
Small Business CARES 
Act, this relief is right 
on time.

��7|� ��� ������-
cally designed to assist 
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prises in maintaining or 
restarting their opera-
tions, by providing up to 
$5,000 for eligible oper-
ating expenses incurred 
between March 1 and 
June 30. The program 
is funded with $1 mil-
lion of the $4.4 million 

COVID-19 CARES Act Community Development Block Grant Funds and 
awards are subject to federal requirements. 

Councilman Tyrone Riley, vice chairman of City Council’s Neighbor-
hoods Committee thanked both the mayor and fellow members of Coun-
cil explaining, “Without this relief many small businesses simply will not 
make it. They would not reopen their doors and that would be tragic. For 
these businesses, $5,000 will go a long way in helping their doors stay 
open.”

Access to capital is a critical element of driving small business and its 
economic growth in urban markets. With this in mind, there is a relatively 
tight window for applications to be accepted, so owners are urged not to 
delay. The grant application period begins Monday, May 11, and closes at 
midnight, Sunday, May 24.  

Sandy Spang, Toledo’s Small Business Services Commissioner, shared 
her optimism for owners explaining, “So many of the pieces in this pro-
gram came out of conversations with small businesses expressing the strug-
gle they are having with the effects of Covid-19. I’m so grateful we were 
able to put together a program that can support them as they use the same 
creativity and tenacity that they used to build their businesses and help 
them to emerge.”

Truthfully, there is no individual city or state that has the resources to 
fully address the economic crisis we’re facing. Yet these provisions are 
����������������
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navirus subsides, our city will be able to quickly get its economy back up 
and running. 

Toledo Councilwoman Yvonne Harper

nesses EMERG it only makes Toledo stronger!” 
Johnson understands from his personal experience as a local business 

owner added: “I started exactly the way many micro businesses do, with 
������
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business going. I can see a lot of these micro businesses emerging to larger 
businesses and being an intricate part of Toledo’s tax base.” 

Throughout the U.S there is mounting evidence that the coronavirus pan-
demic disproportionately affects African Americans, both economically and 
physically.

Rosalyn Clemens, Housing Commissioner for the City of Toledo ex-
plained, “These are hard times for our city.  This program shows that the 

Toledo Councilman Gary
 Johnson
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  ... continued on page 11

administration and the council can rise to the occasion and quickly come up 
with an initiative that helps our most vulnerable businesses.”  Most notably 
she also stated, “We will be bringing the COVID-19 legislation before the 
Mayor by May 19th to review all of the other proposed initiatives that we 
will be hoping to use the 4.4 million of COVID funding that the city has 
been awarded. Our goal is the passage of the legislation by May 26th so we 
can then get it to HUD for quick approval.”

The coronavirus is showing us all how interconnected we all are, as the 
contagion is infecting people across race, class, gender, and age. Black busi-
nesses have historically struggled to obtain capitalization resources far be-
fore this national crisis, making them more vulnerable to inevitable shocks 
to the market. 

Councilman Rob Ludeman, chairman of the Economic Development 
Committee, reminded: “Drastic times call for drastic measures and this 
is the perfect example of drastic times. This is an integral program to get 

things jump started.”
The political leaders emphasized they will continue to address these sys-

tematic failures with programs like EMERG.
If long term recovery is a priority, they said, spending bills must continue 

to address the needs that still exist. If area residents are all in this together, 
�������
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that have kept black owned and microenterprises behind the eight-ball even 
before the emergence of coronavirus.

A special thank you, they noted, to Fifth Third Bank, which was instru-
mental in creating the grant program by donating banking services and dis-
bursing funds to grantees.

EMRG is a one-time program that will terminate once the grant funds are 
disbursed. Apply at https://toledo.oh.gov/emrgrant

Please share this information with business owners who may qualify. 
Contact the Department of Economic Development at emrg@toledo.oh.gov 
or 419-245-1614 with any questions. 

           ... continued from page 7

COVID-19 Update: Reopening of Restaurants, 
Bars, and Personal Care Services

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, Lt. Governor Jon Husted, and Dr. Amy 
Acton, MD, MPH, last week announced the next phase of the Responsible 
RestartOhio plan as it relates to restaurants, bars, and personal care services.

As part of last week’s announcement, Governor DeWine reminded Ohio-
ans that COVID-19 is still incredibly dangerous and stressed the impor-
tance of continuing to exercise safe health habits as different sectors of the 
economy begin to reopen.

“Reopening Ohio is a risk, but it’s also a risk if you don’t move forward. 
We’re on a dangerous road that has never been traveled before in Ohio and 
the danger is that we relax and stop taking precautions,” said Governor 

DeWine. “All of us collectively control this. I ask you to take calculated 
risks and make good judgments. Continue social distancing, washing your 
hands, and wearing face coverings. If you aren’t concerned with what hap-
pens to you, do it for others.”

RESTAURANTS/BARS:
Restaurants and bars in Ohio will be permitted to reopen as follows:
  * Outdoor dining: May 15 
  * Dine-in service: May 21 
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Cassidy McClellan

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Announces 
Book Scholarship Awards

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Zeta Alpha Omega Chapter 
provided $500 for book scholarships to area students. Andrea Price, pres-
ident; Treva Jeffries, EdD, vice president and Marie Bush, PhD, Scholar-
ship Committee chairman announced awards given to the following:

1. Cassidy McClellan graduates from Toledo Early College with a GPA 
of 3.6. She plans to attend Tennessee State University or Alabama A & M 
University.

2. Jada M. Collins-Whiteside graduates from Bowsher High School 
with a 3.5 GPA. She plans to attend Lourdes University.

3. Jordan M. Collins-Whiteside graduates from Toledo School for the Arts 
with a 2.9 GPA. He plans to attend the NY Fashion Institute of Technology.

4. Jadyn Dawson graduates from Findlay High School with a 3.56 GPA. 
She plans to attend The Ohio State University.

5. Marial K. Jackson graduates from Toledo School for the Arts with a 

GPA for 3.86. She plans to Alabama A & M University.

The Annual Jazz Brunch for Scholarships and Community Service 
for June 2020 was canceled due to COVID-19 and the governor’s 
gathering restrictions. Next year the event will be held on June 12, 
2021.

419-860-6955

TARA K JOHNSON
Your Local Combined Insurance Agent 

SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE   Health | Accident | Disability | Life

That’s right, we pay cash directly to you when you need it the most! 

Whether you are sick or injured and can’t work, or you want additional protection 

for your loved ones in case of serious illness or death, TARA K JOHNSON, 

one of Combined Insurance’s helpful agents, will work closely with you to help get 

you the right coverage at the right price.

STP-AD-0113 Combined Insurance Company of America, Chicago, IL       www.combinedinsurance.com

Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 

Jada Collins Jadyn Dawson

Marial Jackson

Jordan Collins
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distant groups) have packed 26,000 weekend snack bags, via  6,000+ service 
hours, since March 17.

“On March 13, I began receiving calls from a handful of community  part-
ners who were very worried about food stability in our region, as  whispers 
of layoffs and school-closures began circulating because of  COVID-19. 
Since then, our staff and volunteers have been hard-at-work  helping those 
in need,” said Pestrue.

Since the Emergency Response Fund’s establishment, hundreds of  indi-
vidual donors and nearly 40 corporate partners, businesses and  community 
institutions have given to UWGT, totaling just over $650,000.

“I can’t thank our community enough for the generous support. Food is  
just phase-one of our approach. Soon, we will need to work towards  ad-
dressing the next most-pressing issue, which will be done through data, 
community studies and gathering expertise from our partners.”

United Way Awards Nearly $230,000 in 
Grants to Fight Food-Insecurity 
Special to The Truth

This week, United Way of Greater Toledo (UWGT) is announcing that 
$228,590 in grants will be awarded to 17 community-based  organizations 
across Lucas, Wood and Ottawa counties who are working to  combat food-
insecurity in the region.

“COVID-19 has created an unprecedented demand for food resources lo-
cally,” said Wendy Pestrue, president & CEO of UWGT. “Countless enti-
ties who supply children, individuals and families with nutritional support 
are doing their best to serve those struggling,  despite rising unemployment 
rates. What these organizations truly need  are dollars to move their work 
forward, and I am proud to say that  United Way is here to help in that effort.”

The following organizations will be receiving monetary grants through  
UWGT’s Emergency Response Fund, established shortly after the COV-
ID-19  outbreak. The goal of this fund is to address ongoing, emergency  
community needs in the health and human services space.

Mobile Meals of Toledo $25,000 – YMCA of Greater Toledo $25,000 – 
The  University Church $21,000 – Toledo GROWs $20,000 – Perrysburg 
Schools /  Perrysburg Heights Community Center / Islamic Center of Greater 
Toledo  collaboration $20,000 – Greater Grace Christian Church $18,000 – 
The  Mareda Center $16,650 – ProMedica’s Ebeid Institute $16,380 – Mo-
saic  Ministries of South Toledo “4-1-Dine” $12,000 – First United Method-
ist  Church (Bowling Green) $10,560 – Food For Thought $10,000 – Brown 
Bag  Food Project $10,000 – Lutheran Social Services of Northwestern Ohio  
$7,500 – Ottawa County Family Advocacy Center $5,000 – Church of Truth  
Ministries $5,000 – Down Syndrome Association of Greater Toledo $4,500 
��������������
��"
����+����
���+����
���	����

Programs that dollars will help expand include emergency food boxes,  
distributing vegetable plants, meal kit delivery for Seniors and  increased 
pantry-food support to name a few.

“One of our most-treasured assets here at United Way is our volunteers.  
Our Collaborative Impact Cabinet is a collection of residents, with  varying 
professional expertise, who represent the interests of those we  serve across 
Lucas, Wood and Ottawa County,” said Pestrue.

“United Way simply provides the table for discussion, but our amazing  and 
����������+������
������5
�����+���������������
��
�6�����������������������
decisions. This approach is more than a policy at our organization – it’s a best 
practice. To truly serve the community well,  we need their input.”

In addition to the $228,590 outlined above, UWGT has also allocated  
$83,500 for weekend snack bags, which have been given directly to  Con-
necting Kids to Meals. As of today, UWGT’s volunteers (in small,  socially 

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-855-961-2209
or go to life55plus.info/truth

Cash to help 
pay your 
funeral, 
medical bills 
or other final 
expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions
• Lock in your rate for life

�

6236

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

Legislators Call for 
Immediate Forensic 
Audit of UT

This week, State Senator Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) and State Representatives 
Paula Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo), Lisa Sobecki (D-Toledo) and Mike Sheehy 
(D-Oregon) called for three measures to protect the University of Toledo Med-
ical Center.

“We agree with Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur’s call for a forensic audit. 
*���� ����� �����
� 
���� 4��������� �
����� ���� ��������� ���������� ��� �*�+	�
starting with the $50 million it receives each year from ProMedica,” the law-

�6�
��������/��������������
������������������������������������������������
��������������������

����������������������������
�����	�����|���
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����
must pass legislation to authorize the transfer of a public asset.”

In addition, the lawmakers agreed with what the editorial board of The Blade 
said on Sunday in an opinion piece.

“We agree that the board must act now to ‘recommit to the future of the 
medical college by stabilizing the university hospital.’ To ensure the growth of 
both the campus and the community, the board must maintain UTMC’s desig-
nation as a research and teaching hospital,” the lawmakers said. “Additionally, 
the board must be transparent with the public throughout this process instead 
of denying them a voice by holding meetings behind closed doors.” 
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COVID-19 Update... continued from page 8

Unemployed Due to Coronavirus? Find 
���������	
����
�
Special to The Truth

Self-quarantines and stay-at-home orders as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic are having an impact on employment right now, and that may 
��������� ��
� ��
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�����������
������	�������������
��������������
�6����
����������������
�����������
�����
�
�����!�
���
��
some tips from Janine Nowatzky, managing director of Inside Rx.

What is unemployment insurance and how do I sign up?
Unemployment insurance is a program between your state and the federal 

government that provides money when you’ve lost your job. With the fed-
eral government’s passage of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
����
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���������������������������5�������
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• An extra $600 a week for up to six months
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Each state’s rules are different. Review your state’s unemployment in-
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visiting www.usa.gov/unemployment.
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It will vary by state. But remember, under the CARES Act, you will be 

able to get an additional $600 a week for up to six months. The program’s 
start date was set to Jan. 27. So if you lost your job due to COVID-19-re-
lated reasons between the end of January and now, then you should be able 
���
������������������������������

What about health insurance?
It’s scary to think about getting through this pandemic without health 
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your health coverage for a short period of absence.

If your employer is allowing you to keep your insurance, be sure to clar-
����������
�
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�
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• Covered partially or fully by your employer 
• Deducted when you come back to work
~�!�������������������������������������������
����
Your employer may also offer health care coverage through COBRA, but 

that can be very expensive.
A limited number of states have also opened enrollment to their own Af-

fordable Care Act (ACA) health insurance exchanges. You may be able to 

sign up for a health insurance plan – even without a life-changing event, 
which is the usual exception to the standard open enrollment periods.

What about prescription medications?
It’s so important to keep taking your medications to stay as strong and 

healthy as possible. If you weren’t able to get health insurance with pre-
��
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�� ��6��5�-
side Rx that can help. The program offers access to thousands of brand 
and generic medications for you, your family, and your pets at a fraction 
�����������	������������������������
�������'����������
������0�����������
your prescription at over 60,000 pharmacies in the U.S. and Puerto Rico. 
Or, you can continue to socially distance and stay safe by getting your 
medications delivered right to your home through the Express Scripts 
Pharmacy with no delivery fees.

While losing one’s primary source of income is stressful and scary, tak-
���� ���������� ��� ���������� �������� ���� ����� ���� ���� ���
� ��
���� �����
healthy. 

Courtesy StatePoint

To ensure that these establishments operate in the safest manner possible, 
Governor DeWine’s Restaurant Advisory Group created a detailed list of 
guidelines and best practices for restaurant and bar owners to follow. The 
full list of mandatory and recommended best practices can be found at coro-
naviurs.ohio.gov.

PERSONAL CARE SERVICES:
Personal care services such as hair salons, barbershops, day spas, nail sa-

lons, and tanning facilities may reopen on May 15.
To ensure that these establishments operate in the safest manner possible, 

Governor DeWine’s Personal Services Advisory Group created a detailed 
list of guidelines and best practices for personal care service providers to 
follow. The full list of mandatory and recommended best practices can be 
found at coronaviurs.ohio.gov 



Page 12 May 13, 2020��������	
��
�
��
	��

U.S. Rep. Kweisi Mfume

Community Solidarity Response... continued from page 16

Flanders Road
CHURCH OF CHRIST

But We Sleep In On 
Sunday …        

         
Pick a time that works for you!     

Sunday  10:30 AM      
Sunday 6:00 PM                                                                                                                                         

Wednesday  7:00 PM  
            
Flanders Rd Church of Christ                                                                                                                                           
5130 Flanders Rd

The Congressional Black Caucus Welcomes 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume 

Last week, Kweisi Mfume was sworn in as the newest Member  of 
the U.S. House of Representative for Maryland’s 7th congressional dis-
trict, succeeding Elijah Cummings, who died last October. 

The return to Congress comes full circle, as Mfume reclaims the same 
seat that he held for 10 years before stepping down to become the Pres-
ident of the NAACP. During his tenure in Congress, Representative 
Mfume also served as the chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus 
from 1993-1995.

Mfume’s return to the Congressional Black Caucus comes at a criti-
cal time in our nation during this pandemic. The CBC looks forward 
to working with Rep. Mfume during this historic moment to identify, 
fight for, and win the best legislative change to help the black com-
munity not just survive this pandemic but to prepare to thrive in the 
aftermath.

The Congressional Black Caucus welcomes Representative Kweisi 
Mfume back to the U.S. House of Representatives and his leadership 
in Maryland’s 7th district.

For many Americans, the current state of the economy is creating real 
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to families and business owners who may be struggling to manage their 
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as possible. Here are three things to think about:

• Estimate the value of your economic impact check and plan how you 
will use the money. The Internal Revenue Service may send up to $1,200 to 
������������������
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�
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�
each qualifying child. Tools such as The Washington Post’s stimulus check 
calculator can help you determine the amount you may receive. Then you 
can decide what to do with your check: e.g., pay your bills, buy essential 
goods, save it or even invest it.
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ated a new Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program to provide ben-
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even if you are self-employed or an independent contractor. Unemploy-
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to 39 weeks of coverage. The Department of Labor’s website (www.dol.
gov/coronavirus) has more information on these changes, as well as guid-
ance on applying for unemployment.

• If you own a small business, consider applying for a federal loan. The 
CARES Act set aside hundreds of billions of dollars for the Small Business 

How to Make the CARES Act Part of Your 
Financial Plan
Special to The Truth

Administration and the 
Treasury Department 
��� �
������ ���������

relief to business owners and their employees. Loan options include the 
Paycheck Protection Program to help businesses keep workers on their 
payrolls and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan to help cover a temporary 
dip in revenue. Visit the SBA’s website (www.sba.gov/funding-programs/
loans/coronavirus-relief-options) to learn more and apply.
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stand these programs and make sound decisions about how to use your 
stimulus funds. A CFP professional can also provide competent, ethical ad-
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tainty. And, this advice can be provided remotely via phone calls, emails 
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visit www.letsmakeaplan.org.
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nancial resources to weather the economic storm. 

Courtesy StatePoint
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the pandemic has been a challenge for most if not all of us. However, we have 
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imbalance of the system of white supremacy and those charged to uphold it. 
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links on our page as well as with this short video.

We want Justice, Equal Justice under the law.  We want justice applied 
equally to all regardless of creed or class or color.  For all lives to matter, 
Black Lives must Matter.  

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice Everywhere.” 
Justice Or Else, 

Peace
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You don’t wanna.

Your favorite toys are in a box and you 
don’t wanna leave them there. All your 
��
��	� ���
� �������	� ���
� �������� ����	�
packed away. You said goodbye to your 
friends and teachers because your family is 
moving and you don’t wanna. But as in the new book Southwest Sunrise 
by Nikki Grimes, illustrated by Wendell Minor, just wait. When you get 
there, you might see things in a different color.

Jayden was not happy one little bit.

His father had gotten a new job in another state, in another part of the 
country, and Jayden hated everything about it. He loved New York and its 
skyscrapers and lights and busy-ness. From the airplane, he looked down 
at New Mexico and all he could see was shadows. It almost made him want 
to cry, except he was too big for that.

He went to bed, feeling really sad. In the morning, though, there was a 
sliver of sunshine peeking through a window that had no bars on it. Jayden 
saw a mountain that looked kind of like a rainbow, and that was a big sur-
�
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because “browns and tans are the only colors deserts are good for.”
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got another big surprise!

5�������
��������������������	����
����
������&����
�������
������/���-
low bells” and orange and yellow and red and orchid all “dancing... in the 
wind.” His house was kind of pink. There were green trees nearby and 
colorful birds on the branches. And the sky? It was a color of blue that 
Jayden didn’t quite understand. He found lizards and bones and shells and 
all kinds of interesting things to look at.

Still, he missed the “wow” of New York and the size of the skyscrapers – 
until he saw that the desert had another surprise for him...

If there’s one thing we adults have learned lately, it’s that change is hard. 

c.2020
 Bloomsbury

$18.99 / higher in Canada
40 pages

Southwest Sunrise by Nikki Grimes, illustrated 
by Wendell Minor
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor
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cult. Southwest Sunrise may be able to help.

Right at the beginning of this story, author Nikki Grimes acknowledges 
that Jayden is unhappy and a little uninformed, both of which are valida-
tions that might get kids and parents talking. There’s no minimizing of the 
main character’s concerns, neither in story nor in the telling of it; instead, 
Jayden’s concerns are taken seriously but with no drama on the part of his 
parents. That matter-of-factness steadies this tale, never letting it get out 
of hand on either side. Parents may also appreciate the leeway that Grimes 
gives her Jayden: in his new home, he’s allowed the freedom to explore, 
which is another nice change.

Add in the soft illustrations by Wendell Minor, and you’ve got a sooth-
ing book for trying times. If that’s what your child needs now, Southwest 
Sunrise is pretty and pretty perfect. 

Miss it? Your child won’t wanna.

Fedor Alarmed By 
Large Budget Cuts 
To K-12 Schools

This week, State Senator Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) released the following 
statement in response to Governor DeWine’s announcement that he will 
cut funding to public schools to balance the state budget amid the Covid-19 
pandemic:

“Governor DeWine’s decision to slash more than $300 million from 
Ohio’s K-12 funding is an alarming divestment from our public school 
system during a time when schools need more support than ever. Nearly 
half of the $775 million total in cuts to General Revenue spending will be 
stripped from Ohio’s public schools, which continue to serve more than 
90% of children in our state.

“Public schools have become lifelines to communities throughout the 
pandemic. With only a few days’ notice, educators found new ways to pro-
vide students with free meals, Wi-Fi hotspots and so much more. Our pub-
lic schools are already being asked to do more with less and announcing 
these drastic cuts on Teacher Appreciation Day was a devastating blow to 
the professionals who are heroes to Ohio’s students.”
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Call to place your ad:  

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS
MAINTENANCE & SMALL GENERAL 

CONSTRUCTION
IFB20 – B015

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA) 
will receive bids for Maintenance & Small 
General Construction. Received in accor-
dance with law until June 2, 2020, 3:00 PM 
ET. see documents: www.lucasmha.org; 201 
Belmont Ave., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-
��������	
���
��������������
������������
���
Equal Employment Opportunity requirements 
(Executive Order #11246). This contract op-
portunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract and 
any Section 3 Business Concerns are encour-
aged to apply.

 

ABUNDANT LIFE OF PERRYSBURG 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Abundant Life of Perrysburg is accepting 
applications for its subsidized apartment com-
munities.  Abundant Life #1 offers independent 
living for senior citizens 62 years of age or 
older and individuals 55 or older with a physi-
cal impairment.  Abundant Life #2 is a sup-
portive living complex for people 62 and older.  
To apply individuals must meet the age and 
annual income requirement of no more than 
$25,200.00 for one person or $28,800.00 for 
two people.  

We are located in the Three Meadows subdivi-
sion near the Manor of Perrysburg. Our garden 
��!���
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bedroom, secured buildings with private patios 
and individually controlled heat and air condi-
tioning.  
 
We have a bus that transports all residents to 
area grocery stores and monthly outings.  We 
offer exercise, worship services and a variety 
of opportunities for our active and not so active 
����������*��
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more about our fabulous communities and our 
availability for apartments.  You may also visit 
us on the web at abundantlifeperrysburg.org.

MENTAL HEALTH & RECOVERY 
SERVICES BOARD OF LUCAS 

COUNTY
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

Mental Health and Recovery Services Board 
of Lucas County is accepting applications to 
fill the positions of Director of Finance until 
position is filled.  Additional information re-
garding the duties is available on the Lucas 
County web site (www.co.lucas.oh.us).  Click 
on “Apply for a Job” and then select Director 
of Finance from the list to read more or apply.  

An Equal Opportunity Employer
 

COVID-19 HOTLINES OPEN

Effective Friday, May 1, Mercy Health and Pro-
Medica will operate their Nurse COVID-19 ho-
tlines to answer medical questions related to 
the virus from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, the two health systems announced in 
cooperation with the Northwest Ohio Health-
care Emergency Management Coalition and 
Lucas County Emergency Operations Center.
The hotline phone numbers are 419-251-4000 
(English only) and 419-291-5355 (multilin-
gual). After hours and weekend callers may 
leave a message, and their calls will be re-
turned on the next business day.
The Ohio Department of Health also oper-
ates a COVID-19 hotline, and the number is 
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634).

 

HORTICULTURAL TECHNICIAN

Metroparks Toledo has an opening for a full 
time Horticultural Technician to provide op-
erational support and encourage community 
involvement for Toledo Botanical Garden. HS 
��>���� ��� �?<��
����� ��?<������ ������
��@��
preferred. Moderate level of hands-on horti-
culture experience required with some expe-
rience directing volunteers or leading group 

����������� � Q
���� ������@�� �������� ��?<������
40 hrs/week. $13.50/hr. Full benefits. Go to 
www.MetroparksToledo.com<http://www.me-
troparkstoledo.com/> to view detailed posi-
tion description, job requirements and to ap-
ply.  EOE
 

 PARK TECHNICIAN

Metroparks Toledo has an opening for a full 
time Park Technician to provide maintenance 
of grounds, facilities and equipment at as-
signed park.
HS degree or equivalent required. Entry level 
experience in general turf, grounds and build-
��>��
�����
�����Q
����������@������������?<�������
Work schedule may include evenings, weekends 
and holidays. 40 hrs/week. $13.50/hr. Full ben-
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www.metroparkstoledo.com/> to view detailed 
position description, job requirements and to ap-
ply.  EOE 
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THE TRUTH ART GALLERY PRESENTS 

“Everlasting Colors” 
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... continued on page 12

The Community Solidarity Response 
Network Celebrates Mothers Day by 
Seeking Bail for Moms Inside
A Manifesto

ALL Black Lives Matter: Queer Black Lives, Trans Black Lives, Formerly 
and Presently Incarcerated Black Lives, Poor/Working Class Black Lives, 
Differently abled Black Lives, Black Men and Women’s Lives, Immigrant 
Black Lives, Black Elderly and Children’s Lives. ALL BLACK LIVES MAT-
TER and are creators of this space. We throw no one under the bus. We Rise 
Together.

Revolutionary Greetings, I’m Ruth Leonard, Lead of the Administrative 
Core for the Community Solidarity Response Network of Toledo.

The Community Solidarity Response Network of Toledo was formed on 
November, 25, 2014, the day after it was announced that the killer (a Fergu-
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NOT be indicted. 

We Bring Awareness to the Injustices experienced by Black men, women 
and children who are disproportionately murdered, attacked, provoked and 
harassed by law enforcement.  Police Brutality has to end.  We bring aware-
ness to the fact that most often; police brutality goes without consequence and 
accountability.  Police Impunity has to end.

We utilize the tactics of Protest, Civil Disobedience, Event-Disruption, and 
Citizen Advocacy to give voice to those who are otherwise voiceless.   

We facilitate progressive community –based events that help to foster self-
development, and we discuss measures to hold local leadership accountable 
to their sworn duties, be they politicians, clergy, law enforcement, educators, 
etc.  
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#FreeBlackMamas or #BlackMamasBailOuts is an annual campaign by 
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costs of money bail and emphasize its impact on Black mothers and care-

Ruth Leonard

givers. The National Bail Out Collective is 
a Black Centered Black Led collective of 
abolitionist organizers, lawyers and activ-
ists building a community-based movement 
to support our people and end system of 
pretrial detention and ultimately mass in-
carceration.

Every year since 2017, this movement 
coordinated tactical bail outs nationwide 
– called #BlackMamasBailOuts – to free 
Black Mothers and caregivers so they can 
spend Mother’s Day with their families 
where they belong.

We at CSRN support this effort and we 
plan to do the following:  Starting today 
we’re contacting our supporters, sympa-
thizers and fellow activists to help us raise 
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Juneteenth.

We’ve already began the process of plan-
ning how this will happen and how the 
funds will be distributed and to who.

This is also part of a much larger issue. The issue of cash bail. The most 
fundamental criticism of the bail system is that it needlessly imprisons poor 
people. In 2010, when he was 16, Kalief Browder was accused of stealing a 
backpack and to be released on $3,000 bail, which his family could not afford.

An Exhibit
Portraits, colors and nature! The Truth Art Gallery is presenting an 
exhibit by two of the Gallery’s favorite artists over the last few year – 
Mack Walton and Gabriele Art – May 1 to June 30!
Toledo artist Mack Walton has been presenting his portraits and sce-
nic displays of the world around him for decades. It’s his life, it’s his 
passion. And it has been for over 50 years.
Mack eventually ventured into street scenes, landscapes and still life 
– all of which are on exhibit on The Truth Gallery website and in the 
Gallery itself by appointment.
Gabriela Art, a Detroit-area resident is a native of Romania who de-
veloped her skills and talents studying for a masters degree in art at 
the Academy for Visual Arts in Cluj, Europe.

Recently, inspired by the work of Spanish painter Jose 
Royo, Gabriela has been increasing her art reper-
toire by working, as does that Spanish master, with 
light and bursts of color somewhat reminiscent of the 
French impressionist, Renoir.
The online video and exhibition catalogue and price 
list for “Everlasting Colors, are posted on The Sojourn-
er’s Truth website at thetruthtoled.com

Call 419-243-0007 for more information or to 
make an appointment!


